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'PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE—
Contd,

Notification of the Ministry of
Finance (Department of Revenue)
under the Customs Act, 1962.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF RE-
VENUE IN THE MINISTRY OF
FINANCE (SHRI AJIT PANJA) :
Sir, Ibeg to lay on the Table,
undar section 159 of the Cus-
toms Act, 1962, a copy (in English
and Hindi) of the Ministty of
Finance (Department of Revenue)
Notification No. , 238/88-Customs,
da‘ed the 18th August, 1988,
reducing the export duty of coffee
from the level of Rs. 170/- per
quinial to Rs. 100/- per gquintal, in
supersession of the Notification
No. 220/87-Customs, dated the
19th  May, 1987, together with
an  Explanatory = Memorandum
thereon, [Plactd in Library., See
No. LT 6416/88]

d

1. STATUTORY RESOLUTI NSEEK-
ING DISAPPROVAL OF THE RELIG-
10US INSTITUTIONS  (PREVENTION
OF MISUSE) ORDINANCE, 1988
(NO. 3 OF 1988)—contd,

II. RELIIOUS INSTITUTION (PREV-
ENTLON OF MISUSE) BILL, 1988—conrd.
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[sfimat atore awf]
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Fogawd @t ¥ g A WANH
o gfagre wer & O ag A AV
AEP SIEAFT AT TH TG AT ETHL
ggw HOA FvE ¥ faar $LAR
ardy i @7 wiegw wemmw F a8 ¥
e § faady st § f ow awE-
faa faw stz ww afs e
H 3H THTT & GRIANT a0 H1E HATaAw
I W W Wt ¥ oww o faw
LIGE CE G

DR. (SHRIMATI) SAROIJINI
MAHISHI ; Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, T thank you very much for
kindly givisg me some time to
speak on this Bill.

Sir, an effort was made in the
month of May to promulgate an
Ordinance, codifying the punitive
measures for the misuse of religious
intitutions and now a Bill has been
brought forward before this august
House. )

Sir, I would like to know whether
this Bill has been brought forward
keeping in view certain sections of
the people or keepingin view certain
activities which are being carried on
in certain parts of the country. I
am saying this because this particu-
lar clause, clause 2 of the Bill,
clearly vays that no ieligious insti-
tution $hall use or allow any of its
premises to be used for the promo-
tion o1 propagation of any polifi-
cal activity or for erecting or putting
up of any constructiion or fortifica-
tion, etc. Has the Government in
view those religicus institutions
which have got very big siructuies,
very big buildings, where they can
have basements, etc. and where they
can store arms and ammunition
and cther things ?

The timing of the Bill is: also
such that it ceems that the Govern-
ment has brcught this Bill, keeping
in view certain secticns of the society
in the country end also certain
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activities carried on by them. But
the Bill is applicable in genera] to
all the religicus instituticns, What
exactly is the definition of ‘religicus
institulion’ ? That also has not
been given. Religicus institutions,
religion and religious rights are all
quite different. There is a big dis-
tinction amongst all these, Religion
is different. Religicus instituticn
is different. And religious rights
. are different. We cannot equete
one with the other. Therefore, we
would certainly like to know what
exactly the Governmen! has got
in mind when they refer to ‘religious
institution’. 1t may not be a big
institution, It may be a small
institution or no institution at el]
It may be an idol placed on a high.
road where all the buses stop, a
small idol is kept thete and the
person who keeps the idol wants to
extract money from all the passengers
and vehicles that go by that road.
Therefote, such institutions are also
called religious institutions. what
exactly has the Government in
mind ? .

2

L CYC SR

Sir, an effort has been made to
bifurcete politics from religion. I
wondet of course whether we have
understocd the true mecaning of
religion and aso the true meaning
of politics. Having resolved to con-
stitute India into a Sovereign, De-
mocratic and Secular Republic, what
action have we taken against those
who have oeen induiging in such
activities, who go against these
things ? By secularism we do not
certainly mean aversion to all the
-religions. We do not certainly mean
encouragement, of one specific
religion also. Therefore, secularism
may mean promoting equally or
no promotion. Or it may mean
that there would be no partiality
for any religion or religious right
or religious institution. But at the
same time there are exceptions also
in the Constitution where the Go-
vernment can take away ‘Devasam’,
proper administration of certain
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temples in Kerala, or they can give
certain encouragement to certain
communal minorities or religious
minorities also. There are certain
provisions also which are exceptions
to this. Therefore, Sir, what exactly
1s meant by these religious institu-
tions and the manager of a religious
institution ? Does he come under
the provision ‘public servants’ ?
These things have also to be made
clear.

Religion which was once sup-
posed to be a very broad-based one
has ceased to be a broad-based one
on account of the misinterpretation
of disciples. Many a time I have
quoted the broad-based definition
of Hindu religion on the floor of
this House.:

“The Sruti, the Samritis and
the noble ideas of the great
people and pious ideas of the
magnanimous—all these consti-
titute the basis for religion.”

That means, religion is to encompass

all these good ideas, noble ideas of

great people who had been there
. and who are going to come on this
" earth also. ‘

IMGRT e s T
I do mention here, Sir, that the
duty of the king, which was consi-
dered as ‘Rajdharma’® was guided
by the religious teacher. It was the
religious teacher who gave the law
to the country. Almost all the
laws in our country have their
divine origin. Tt may be the Hindu
religion, it may be Islam, it may be
Christianity or it may be the Roman
Jaw. Whatever religion we have,
whatever law we have for that parti-
cular community finds its source in
divine origin.

Therefore, under the circumstanc-
es, how far can wc bifurcate poli-
tics and  Rajdharma or Rajneeti
-and Dharma ? In Rigveda we find
the word ‘Dharma’ used 50times in
_a different sense. Rajdharma is the
- duty of the king. There are duties of

|
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the king, duties of the people elected
and duties of those who are res-
ponsible for maintaining peace and
order in the society.

According to a verse written by
Kalidasa in ‘Raghuvanash,’” espe-
cially with reference to a king of the
Raghu dynasty,the king collects
taxes from the people in such a wav
as the sun collects vapours and gives
them back increased thousand-fold
in the form of rain. So, we cunnot
always say that dharma has a twisted
meaning or a deformed meaning.
When the disciples started giving
a twisted and deformed meaning
to dharma and a twisted and de-
formed meaning to politics and both
of them came together.then we liad
to produce such pieces of legislation.
I do not know how far "they can
be implemented with the spirit with
which they are brought. The spirit
is good and the idea behind it is
quite good. But so far as the im-
plementation part of it concerned,
I am rather doubtful as to how we
are going to make a distinction.
When an assembly meets ata  parti-
cular place. a so-called religious
place, the evidence may not be forth-
coming whether it is a religious
place. The evidence to the effect that
it is an unlawful assembly may not
also be forthcoming.

We have in our country so many
organisations which are based on
communal things, but are recogaised
as political parties by the Election
Commission. As long as these par-
ties continue to be recognised as
such, how are we going to prevent the
activities, the so-called twisted
and deformed  activities. or the
religious and communal activities
of these parties ? T do not want
to equate communal activities with
religious activities. The two things
are quite different. But in common
parlance the people equate the two
things—the communal  activities
and also the religious activities.
I do not even equate the religious
rites with the religious activities.

286
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[Dr. (Shrimati) Sarojini Mahishi]

Religion is that which lifts up the
human being to a higher level.
Dharna dharma. Therefore, it is that
which lifts up the human being. On
being born, of course, he is not a
polished person and not a cultured
person. He has to grow up into a
useful personality, useful for the
society, useful for the country and
useful for his fellow beings. Under
the circumstances, I would like to
say that the misinterpretation has
been there. As Shri Jagannath Mish-
ra spoke on the other side, I do
believe that if proper education re-
garding religion had been given to
the children at the elementary level
itself, of course they would have
been able to under it in a proper
sense, If there is misinterpretation
of religion and misinterpretation
of politics, then certainly the result
will not be good. Certainly, the
result will be an undesirable thing.
1 do not know why, in spite of the
prevalent laws that are already there
the Government thought of bringing
this Bill. Any person carrying on an
unlawful assembly in the name of
religion can be punished. Any per-
son carrying on undesirable acti-
vities can also be punished. If this
piece of legislation has been brought
for certain purposes and keeping in
view a certain section of the society,
then I hope that particular section
of the society will not try to mis-
understand the thing. I hope that
section will understand the spirit
of these things. With these words, I
do propose that the Government
should bring a comprehensive Bill
not separating religion and politics
like this, but separating the un-
desirablea ctivities, misinterpretation
of religion and the twisted and de-
formed politics. Thank you, Sir.

¥ wATE fag  (wem wew)
rETENE YW, @99 9gy aY ﬁ
Y FOFIT FY qurs ¥ wEgw §
7 oY a8 famr @ ¥ § ug wEw oy
a7 | sufeg o& 97 5 WY gF =Y
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oferrd g7 wf & oW W wAET
F a0 g AR Iww waw ¥ fa"
A% ¥ FEEw osd w & Wy
aga e a1 fF o faw wa

SuaaTens |3y, o6 fawrEr
Qmﬁlﬁa’rsmt%{r%%@
gFE EAU FIW | A G & gl
AL W 1 W7 wIT § agl A%ka Ar
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Sq 49 @ fead @ g, A
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a7 o a7t Taai 5w gt W g
§ twmg & O 9T WGE a@iAl
Tgd g f5 mawe @ &9y
48 fagg w9 &1, =% a8 & g,
Fg fHfwmafad =g a8 fv@
o ¥ o§T 96 OF 4.9 FEI & |
F Wed, ST e M FF T Fi@
#gd &1 4.7 99 g% Hiew I
SY @ WINT w1, oF WELw a9
el & uIAfgs e gfaqid &
T A0 SH1E FX AT 7 F A9
9T agfga) &1 TAg VT YT F A
s g A e Adt @w 1 foy
TFIT ¥ qS0 AIE Gr #1 § Afwd
w9 F1 g@ gRE g S TWMT A
a1 ad TF a"ranaﬁﬁgaaz
&, g &7, @l T &7, @ a]|
Afeg s fady €7 e F W,
TS &, Wiy, wfesw, @R
gfawiT gags &% % 3% al
a9 &1 wra:rlq THTT FI AW G
WfssT w@TT, ®1oag o4 § 7
ag ar oaT fharn g s e
D W & wd F AR 9T A6EG FAE
1 W@ 8, gl fagfe Rl & AW
SRR ARSI G O L
Fgr ! 4g v A g § wiew
argr Ul W femial wgm §
g vy usghag andt S v
fgrwma F omwd feng foas
ﬁqq ?r'g vefim Fg0 § 99 =
T gy ¥ AR 9T # |qEAIT =4
YD 8 W AT AR g
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LIE I g Ci O e (R e
TR 9N F IR 9T qATTC I
R wIT AA owAF IRk
T w1 MR w1 frwoar A qaar
w7 AN gy A g7 UL A3 W
g q W F FT Y I OFA
Fyar qifgr AT 3R @@ F Fgl
H ATY F AT Hav1  FI@ oIy
Ffg 1 & AT g7 @ qaE qw
@ g g faet oo & ATAAg
e qE g T AR AW F K7 ¥
¥ a9 a1 A 1 wWr &7 aw
P Ot 9w F ANy W @8
BYFT 23 FIT W f5 w4 F Tiw
9T g3 faqry WY, AEE fvarE sy
RFT foarr T AT TF qAAZT &
fga & g A%zg =1 @I fwar,
U ? g agt vv 37 A€ u A
&) wafggy ©F |/ A QA FAC
a1, afpg fagie @M & @7 Far
a1, AT W OSY AT d & o
Y ®iGy & AT F4T WA IIE) qHAT
FIT? A FT gD AT gH F A9
9 %fyz, Al A TRl ® fag
W 7 AT WT I9 W & Far
AT g AW g ? giHE e
az @ § Ig St F fav gy Wiy
€ Szt @ osrd AR § AR Oy
gedq a1 AT § F AT W
giqr W@ ¢ &1 #4 F wlEy,
sz AR TEGT FgAC 3w ?
ot gq 1A 7 UF § 91T FG§,
@end w0 ) UG 41T 99 TF Y
WS ¥ v afgg & A IED §
AP g4 1 FIA HAT g, VAN
F Fg woFAT £ gF & AT AIA-
git § g WAE@H WA A
fagr v A a0 TF AE ATH
¥ @iq FIR FIA FITX 9T AR T
¥ & HeE @iF g WIAT M
gfza ¥ & 97 aWF g Wt wW
& @i W § a1 H9 "IRF wId
¥ Wiz we AT # o1 e
qIT, T AR HF T AT § IR
FW § a1 Wa gias wed g Al
qiq w3 w0 AV 23 AEAEAT &
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HIENT 9T Y T § &1 ¥ anfaF
AT §1 ¥ 37 & W ad fommar
? wovd, o gt o fra ¥
& A9 AR ¥ Faw 397§ F73
Figd g 5 arg o faa g a1
& 23 gg w&¢ 91 4oifn ¥w R
#egT T 3 w70 SN I @y
g oSt f2 owuwfyar oy St &
Tt ang & g AT a8 off qie
Il FILT ZHIR qITT g gw A=
¥ ag ® ) 3@ 9EanT THR R
g qar sfmdr gfewr winr gwiR
TF 7 F IS A A WT WA A
wETI g9 W §F fae & & s
W 81 WU arfwn T 39 &
F 7 1 W & & oargs &
qIERw T W &7 TEAT FT afeq FH
AR fa=fr & 5 ared o oww
FL Al 9 99 F @A Agt £ afes
g 9IS ¥ T 7R T1gA | zafan
& U7 ¥ ™R & g7 ¢ IGH
TFT F AU ¥ § T FW A A9
931 @ § 9aF fag & mawr zuig
a1 JFAT E |

qraF 5, WA A oqE gwa fear
gex fag & soeR swg T g
R § wai faxnd 9w ¥ wiaEa
qeat & QF faady ©CA WGV ¢
fa sis gfant &1 9T § Wi 3w
F IFITE 5 ga BB TFIA
¥ IgFL M & TF w@G AN F
gg A ¥ e ST A& fada
FX S {5 ogw AW AT AET |G
¥ o gg wiw € fea 3 ww
gq agt it AW wgw fear w #
AT BASI TEFT WHIEAT  FET
Tifgr, agr § 9 WA FEW
o fer & @i w1 qwid & g
§ AW W AR B §lawEmE)

1 nqwE fapa  (STTNEW) ¢
ITRIATERST i, I ST GIHF AT
(gewarr  frareer)  fedas. 19us

masd ¥ 9w &, § e gedA
F & g agTgnl § 7
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" omemw wA1 a1 wan, Ay ag s
gy g fF T ugd =@y AIfge
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The House then adjourned
at thirty-three minutes past
sixof the clock till eleven of
the clock on Friday, the

" 19th August, 1988.
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