307 Special

[Shri Karnal Morarka]
out in the open in this manner and get crashed.
Our fears have come true. These helicopters
are definitely sub-standard. = Therefore, as a
first step, even before this enquiry report
comes, the Pawan Hans helicopters should be
grounded. There is absolutely no need to take
the risk of trying it commercially, for
carrying passengers, much less the VIPs.  So
many technical reports have come and the
Prime Minister ~ himself in this House had
said earlier that we are not going to buy this
helicopter. Later on, the Government has decid-
ed to buy this helicopter. At least after this

tragic  experience, you Bhould ground the
entire fleet pending the enquiry report.
When the enquiry report comes,

expeditious action sohuld be taken because the
lives of Indian passengers are more important.
Whatever money  we might have spent rightly
or wrongly on this helicopter, if need be, let us
scrap this helicopter and go in for a new
helicopter.  Just to justify the purchase,-we
cannot risk the lives of passengers. That is
what I want to submit to the Government.

Increased drug trafficking in the North-
Eastern region

SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRA-VARTY
(Assam): Madam, my Special Mention is about
the horrible condition created by increased drug
trafficking in the entire North-Eastern region.
The intelligence reports indicate that the North-
Eastern States are highly vulnerable as far as
drug smuggling from Burma is concerned.
Since 1962, drug trafficking across the Burma
border has been steadily growing. In recent
years it has reached an all time high. It is not
wrong to say that insurgent groups have links
with drug smugglers and this has created a
condition of vulnerability in these areas. Via
Manipur. Nagaland, Meghalaya and Arunachal
Pradesh, large quantities of "drugs are reaching
Assam and the rest of the  country without
any
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check. It has also been identified that at least
eighty major and minor heroin refineries are
located near the Burmese border. Government
must be aware of the fact that 3000 kilograms
of opium are prepared under the supervision
of BCP. Large quantities of this opium reach
the country through the unmanned border in
these areas. The most deplorable fact is that
the seizure of heroin coming from these areas
which form the Golden Triangle — Burma,
Laos and Thailand — has been negligible. It is
less than one precent. This shows that the
Government is not at all sufficiently alert in
these border areas of Assam and the North-
Eastern States. That is why drug smuggling is
going on unabated. So also drug addiction in
these areas is on the increase.

I suggest that strict vigilance must be
maintained along the 100 kilometers area of
Indo-Burma border. Moreover, seting up of
check-posts is very necessary. Finally,
restrictions must be put on the coming and
going of the border people on both sides of
Indo-Burma border. Otherwise the narcotic
trade cannot be checked. That is my
submission.

Portraying the barber community in bad
light in certain publications and forthcoming
TV serial
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