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Outbreak of Diarrhoea and    Cholera n 
Bihar due to indefinite strike by civic 

employees 

SHRI RAJNI RANJAN SAHU [Bihar):   
Madam  Deputy   Chairman, 

am thankful to you for giving rne he 
opportunity to raise an impor-ant issue 
relating to a serious situa-;ion which has 
arisen in Bihar. 

Madam, diarrhoea and cholera have broken  out 
in epidemic form in the State of Bihar, in almost 
all the cities and towns of Bihar to our great dis-
appointment,    there    is an indefinite strike   by  
the  civic  employees.    Almost all the cities and 
towns of Bihar, under the    Munrcipal      
Corporations, Municipalities     and     Notified     
Area Committees   have  become  a  den    of 
dirt and filth due to the    strike    by civic  
officials  and  safai  karrnacharis, which  is  
continuing    for    over    two months,    
resulting    in  two  to  three deaths   every    
day.    Recently    there has been a dozen of 
deaths in Bihar Sharif    and    nine    deaths in  
Bettia. The most alarming situation has cropped 
up in Deogarh where 10 persons have died 
recently.    It has been reported that there has 
been altogether more than hundred deaths 
during the recent    past    due    to  diarrhoea  
and cholera.    Situation in Deogarh where 
thousands of pilgrims are  likely    to visit from 
the lst of August to perform the Sravani Puja, is 
most alarm-ing.    Diarrhoea,  as I have said,  
has already claimed ten lives there.    So, people 
are scared  and they are also scared because 
there is an indefinite strike  by the  civic  
employees,  more epidemic might spread.    
Madam, the situation   has   become   grim   to   
such an  extent  that  people    who    would like 
to perform the Sravani Puja in any of the 
temples in the city would feel  suffocated   due  
to  the  heaps  of garbage and filth, aided by 
rain. Epidemic  is  spreading in the whole    of 
Bihar.    And, to our great disappointment, the 
Government is not taking even the least care. 

Madam,  the outbreak of diarrhoea and cholera 
in Bihar is due to the in- 

definite strike by the civic employees. From 
the perusal of newspapers report we feel that 
in view of the grim situation prevailing in the 
State of Bihar, if immediate steps are not 
taken, it will be detrimental for the people of 
Bihar. More so even for those who believe in 
worship during Sravan month, their rights of 
worship will be jeopardised, 

I urge upon the Central Government to 
intervene so that Bihar may be saved from 
the epidemic which is looming ahead. 
Further, I urge upon the Ministry of Health to 
send a team of experts to prevent the 
epidemic forthwith. At the same time—the 
hon. Labour Minister is here—he should 
intervene to bring an ami-cable settlement to 
end the strike-Thanking you. 

THE  DEPUTY   CHAIRMAN:   Shri 
Yashwant sinha will associate. 

SHRI YASHWANT SINHA 
(Bihar): Madam, I take this opportunity to 
associate myself with the sentiments 
expressed by my friend and colleague, Mr. 
Rajni Ranjan Sahu. The month of Sravan is 
very close. It is starting on the lst of August. 
What happens in Bihar at a place called 
Vaidyanath dham which is a famous 
pilgrimage centre is of tremendous national 
importance because people from all over the 
country go there in millions. A lakh of people 
travel, pick up water from a place called 
Sultanganj, carry it over their shoulders, 
walking 60, 70 km., 100 km.  to this famous  
temple. 

If the situation is what it is today, then I 
anticipate, I apprehend that there will be 
tremendous outbreak of all kinds of diseases. 
I mean, what has happened in Delhi will be 
put to shame by what is likely to happen in 
Bihar. Therefore, I suggest, like what my 
friend, Mr. Sahu did, that the Government of 
India should take interest in this matter and 
see that the strike by the sweepers is settled as 
quickly as possible 
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and that adequate arrangements are made to 
ensure the safety of the pilgrims who will 
travel during the month of Sravan to this 
pilgrimage centre. 

Thank you. 

Need to extend TV serial "Ramayana" upto 
"Lov-Kush Kand" 

 


