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of the next kharif crop and of edible oil
to 10000 tonn:s per month. Thank yeu

Naed to develop “Satyagraha Chhawani”
at Ghatkopar in Eastern Bombav as a na-
tional memorial

SHR1 SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY (Utta:
Pradesh) : Madam Deputy Chairman, in
Ghatkopar, an eastern suburb of Bombay,
there is a place called “Satyagraha Chha-
wani” which has been associated with cur
freedom struggle and which has been the
venue of humerous satyagrahas and meet-
ings prior to 1947. This is a place of
great sentiment to the citizens of Ghat-
kopar, Bombay. Since last many vyears,
Madam, this place has been totally ney-
fected and even fiag-hoisting on the Inde-
pendence Day has become impossible be-
cause this area is being used as a place of
public convenience.

Madam, the citizens of Ghatkopar are
very much agitated by this total neglect
of this historic place and they are demand-
ing that this place should be converted
into a Rashtriya Samarak.

Madam, since one minute past midnight
of this Tndependence Day, a satyagraha has
been sta~ted at this place by a prominent
cit'zen, Shri Nautam S. Mehta, to demand
that this place be developed into a Rashtriya
Samarak. The Central Government should
immediately intervene and see that this
historic place associated with cur freedesn
movement is properly developed.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Yes, Mr.
Ansari,
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Devastating Floods in Assam

I e

SHRIMATI BIJOYA CHAKRAVORTY
(Assam) : Madam, the stuation in Assam
due to floods in devastating. From Sadiya
in the eastern part of the Assam to Dhubri
in the western part, the Brahmputra and
its tributaries have inundated vast areas of
the State. Even Guwahati wh'ch js sitna-
ted on a high area is also under heavy

flood waters and there is no connection |

te Guwahati from the rest of the State.
Road and rail communications have been
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completely disrupted. Madam, almost all
the Wridges are threatened, oot to skeak of
highways. Flood hit Assam for 20 succes-
sive days. Entire 18 districts ave under
flood waters. This is the fourth succes-
sive wave of flood. Devastation is un-
precedented. 1 do not like to count the
nomber of dead men and cattle. Those
who are surviving cannot last longer as
they have lost-both their homes and hear-
ths. Foodstock is not available. Such
is the devastation of floods that the entirc
paddy fields of the State are under flood
waters. An incessant rain is still continu-
ing and there is no chance of its stoppage
and there is no chance of the sun within
a day or two. The entire summer paddy,
that 5, Ahu, is completely washed away.
As the paddy fields are under  woter
there is no chance of winter paddy crops
in the State. The transplanted seedling
have been washed away by the floods.

The food situation, as stated by the
Chief Minister of Assam, Shri Prefula Ku-
mar Mohunta, is very acute. As be «ajd on
the 20th August, food for only 20 davs is
available in the State. That means, by
the 12th September there will be no food
left for the people of Assam. Sp it is an
acute situation. It is a very alarming situa-
tion. Moreover, only 15 per cent of the
people of Assam rely on the food sent
through the Food Corporation of India.
The rest 85 per cent of the pecople get
their food from their own paddy fields So
the people in general have nothing to rely
upon.

There is an almost famine like situation
in Assam. Forty thousond tonncs of rice
earlier sent to Assam every month is also
being reduced. The Assam Goveinment
s=nt an SOS message to the Cenirs to send
25,000 tonnes rice urgently. But no posi-
tive step towards this has been taken.
Madam, the situation is so grave that at
any time people will drop dead if this
amount of rice is not sent. The Central
Government is simply showing a brazen
face. They seem to be simply silent on-

- leokers. They have no sympathy for the



