55 Written Answers

Reduction in the impetus to personalised
modes of transport

926. .SHRI PARVATHANENI UPEN-
DRA: Will the Minister of SURFACE
TRANSPORT be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Planning Commission has
recommended to Government to reverse the
trend of giving unprecedented impetus to
personalised modes of transport in th,
country; and

(b) if so, what decision has been taken, by
Government on the recommendations of the
Commission?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF SURFACE TRANSPORT
(SHRI RAJESH PILOT): (a) and (b) The
Seventh Five Year Plan document, Vol. H, in
Para 8.14, mentions that the Public Transport
Sys;em 1is required to be strengthened being
much more energy efficient than personalised
motor transport, and that the efforts would be
made to introduce -electricity-based masg
transit systems in majoj cities. Referring to
this, the Planning Commission in its Mid-
Term Appraisal of the 7th Plan, have noted
that, in actuality, the personalised modes of
transports have received an unprecedented
impetus and that, to reverse the trend, the
public transport systems, both for intercity
public transport systems, both for intercity and
intra-city traffic, should be beefed "P.

Efforts hav, been made during the 7th Five
Year Plan period to strengthen the fleet-
strength of State Transport Undertakings, who
are the major providers of the bus transport in
the country Their total fleet strength which
stood at about 80,000 buses in 1984-85 (last
year of the 6th Plan) has grown to about
92,000 in'1987-88 recording an increase of
about 15%.
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