133 Written Answers

Inclusion of Andal and Pandaveswar Fx-
changes in rural automatic exchauges

3259. SHRI SUNIL BASU RAY:

SHRI RAMNARAYAN GOS-
WAMI:

Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
“TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal for
the inclusion of Andal and Pandaveswar
EBxchangeg in the Rural Automatic Ex-
changes; .

(b) if 50, what are the details thereof;
-and i

(c) if not. what are the reasons there-
for?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI GIRIDHAR GOMANGO): (a)
No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) (i) Pandaveswar does not qualify
for a 128 port C-DOT RAX due to inade-

quate demand.
o

(ii) A 500 line RLU at Andal forming
part of 10-B exchange at Asansol is pro-

posed in 1990.91. A. C.-DOT RAX is,
"therefore, not necessary.
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Village Post Offices

3261. SHRI VITHARAO MADHAV-
RAO JADHAV:

SHRI NARESH C. PUGLIA;

Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) what is the number of villages in
India where post offices have been opened;

(b) how many such post offices are
connected by telephone services; and

(c) what are the rategs of telephone
calls in urban and rura] areas?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THR
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI GIRIDHAR GOMANGO): (a)
As on 31st March, 1988 there were
1,28,829 post offices functioning in the
rural areas, each post office serving on
average 4 to 5 villages.

(b) As on 30th June, 1988, 37.000 vil-
lages in the country were having telephone
services, The number of post offices in
rura] areas provided with telephone faci-
lity is being ascertained and will be laid
on the Table of the House.

(c) The rateg are indicated in the state-
ment,



