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Demand to establish centre for Similipal studies under the
North Orissa University

MS. SUSHILA TIRIYA (Orissa): Sir, a draft proposal has been submitted by the North Orissa
University to the Ministry of Environment and Forests to establish a Centre for Similipal Studies under
the university near Jashipur, at the foothill of Similipal Biosphere Reserve. As a matter of fact, the
Similipal Biosphere Reserve is a huge natural property of the country which needs in-depth studies.
The Centre will cater to the needs of the people, researchers, visitors, tourists as well as five lakh

inhabitants inside the core and buffer areas.

It is a unique God-gifted nature of beauty which later on constituted four units, namely, Similipal
Wildlife Sanctuary constituted on 2306.61 kilometre; Similipal National Park constituted on 845.70
kilometre; Similipal Tiger Reserve constituted on 2,750 kilometre, and, the Similipal Biosphere
Reserve constituted on 5,569 kilometre. According to the research conducted by different
organisations, huge existence of limonite, bauxite, more than one crore tonnes of diesel, gold,
platinum and mercury at Nauna, Gudgudia and Billpagha has been found.

The enormous forest resources will also enhance the socio-economic status of the ethnic people

as well as eco-tourism aspects.

The study can be the milestone for the upliftment of the tribals of Orissa in general and Districts of
Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar, in particular. |, therefore, urge upon the Government to establish the
Centre of Similipal Studies under the North Orissa University at the earliest.

Need for an inquiry into the reported irregularities in the
import of aircraft carrier Admiral Gorshkov
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