SPECIAL MENTIONS

Demand to maintain sfafus quo on giving grades in class X board exams
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Demand for subsidized solar powered fencing in forest areas of Tamil Nadu to

protect the crops of farmers from wild animals

SHRI N.R GOVINDARAJAR (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | would like to bring to the notice of the
Government the need of erecting solar powered fences in adjoining forest areas of Tamil Nadu.
Agricultural fields in the areas of Gobichettipalayam, Sathyamangalam, Anthiyur and Ammapettai
and in small neighbouring forest areas, which are ready for harvesting, are often devastated by
elephants and other wild animals because of the absence of solar powered fences. Farmers are
already facing a lot of hurdles in the process of cultivation, like failure of monsoon, unavailability
of inputs and are not able to get proper price for their production. Further, at the time of harvest,
these farmers are in constant fear of elephant’s and other wild animal’s raid on their fields. | had
raised this issue on 23.03.2005 in this august House. But | am very much frustrated because
my request of setting up of solar power fences has not been heard till now by the Central
Government. Even the Government of Tamil Nadu is not coming forward to initiate any action in
this regard. Agriculture contributes a considerable percentage to our country’s Gross Domestic
Product. Therefore, | urge the Government, once again, to take necessary action for initiation of
a scheme, a subsidised scheme, for solar power fencing through non-conventional energy
resources. | hope that my reiterated request of setting up solar power fences would be
considered favourably by the Central Government, at least, now in view of hardships faced by

the farmers because of elephants and other wild animals. Thank you.
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