and VIl in High Schools of selected educationally backward blocks in the country. Accordingly,
the Scheme has been approved by the Government of India for implementation in 5,915
High Schools in 737 educationally backward mandals (equivalent of blocks) in Andhra
Pradesh.

The Government of Andhra Pradesh consider this Scheme to be a very novel and highly
useful to improve the retention of students in higher classes and to reduce the dropout rate,
particularly in the rural areas where poverty and malnourishment of children is high. The
Scheme, in its current pattern would pose certain operational difficulties in its implementation.
Students belonging to other blocks in the State, which are not included in the Scheme, would
feel deprived of this very useful Scheme for the cause of improving education. Further, in the
High Schools selected for implementation of this Scheme, all of them have VI to X classes. It
would be operationally difficult to provide mid day meals to students of only classes VI to VIII
while students of IX and X classes would be mere onlookers. Also, it would be practically very

difficult to identify and segregate the students of class VI to VIII from the rest of students.

For above reasons, it is requested to re-consider extension of Mid Day Meal Scheme (1) to
all the blocks in Andhra Pradesh (2) to all the students of classes IX and X in each High

school.

Demand to develop Tamiya in Chhindwada District as a Tourist Place
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