per cent. In the current year i.e. 2009-10, with weak monsoon and other related factors, the
production of sugar is expected to go down sharply. So, we are very much concerned about the
rising prices of sugar and shortage of sugar in the country. Of course, we have seen the
newspaper reports that in order to tide over shortage of sugar and curb the rising prices of
sugar, the Government is planning to import sugar. The Union Cabinet has already taken a
decision to import two million tonnes of sugar. The world prices of sugar are also very high. Even
after importing sugar, the prices of sugar are not going to come down. Then, what is the
alternative before the Government? We must know as to why this problem has arisen. The main
reason for shortage of sugar is this. In the last one-and-a-half years, the farmers who were
producing sugarcane have diverted to various other crops like wheat in Uttar Pradesh. In the
States of Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra, the sugarcane farmers have diverted to paddy and
other crops. The other reasons for shortage of sugar are like shortage of labour, shortage of
fertilizer and lack of coordination between sugar factory owners and sugarcane growers. Then,
how can this problem be solved? The first and the foremost step in this direction would be that
we must increase production of sugarcane in States like Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. How should we do it? The Government should take such
steps which would encourage farmers to produce more sugarcane. No doubt, recently, the
Cabinet has increased the prices of sugarcane to some extent. But, this mere increase in the
prices of sugarcane is not sufficient. First of all, we must solve the problems of sugarcane
farmers and try to find out as to why they have diverted to other crops and why not they again
come back to sugarcane production. We must know about the problems being faced by them.
They are facing the problem of shortage of fertilisers. The Government should import these
things without any duty. We should introduce harvesting mechanism and also import harvesting
equipment which will assure the farmers that in case of shortage of labour they would be able to
produce sugarcane with the new harvesting equipment. So, various new methods should be
introduced in this area. Sir, a lot of sugar factories have been closed down in Uttar Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra because there is not enough production of sugarcane in these
States. As a result, there is shortage of sugar in the country. We should ensure that these
factories are not closed down at any cost. If the sugar factories are closed down due to lack of
sugarcane production, then, we will have shortage of sugar in the country and the prices of

sugar will be very high.
Therefore, the Government should concentrate and come out with...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The mike went off, please sit down.

Poor condition of government hospitals in Uttar Pradesh
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Plight of Sikh refugees in Pakistan
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