CALLING ATTENTION TO THE MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Increasing incidents of so-called honour killings and honour related crimes in the country and the role
of self-proclaimed panchayats therein

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT (West Bengal): Sir, | beg to call the attention of the Minister of Home
Affairs to the increasing incidents of so-called honour kilings and honour-related crimes in the

country and the role of self-proclaimed panchayats therein.

THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir,
honour crimes are acts of violence, usually murder, mostly committed by family members
predominantly against female relatives, who are perceived to have brought dishonour upon the
family. Honour killings are rooted in antiquated traditions and social values. Since "honour kiling" is
not a crime classified separately under the Indian laws, no data is collected separately regarding this
crime by the National Crime Records Bureau, and the same is covered under 'murder'. Moreover, it
is difficult to identify or classify an honour killing as such in any given community, since the reasons
for such killings often remain a closely guarded private family matter. There is no separate law to deal
with the crime of 'honour killing', and such crimes are dealt with under the provisions of the Indian

Penal Code and are investigated and prosecuted as offences under the IPC/Cr, P.C.

'Police’ and 'Public Order' are State subjects under the Constitution. The responsibility for
dealing with enforcement of the laws pertaining to these two subjects, including prevention,
registration, detection, investigation, prosecution and punishment of crimes against women, lies with
State Governments. Some caste Panchayats are known to approve of these killings as reported in
the media and thus are accomplices in the violation of the laws. However, caste Panchayats are
informal bodies and have no legal status as such. Often, villagers give precedence to the judgement

of a caste Panchayat rather than that delivered by the courts of law.

| recoil with shame when | read in the newspapers that two teenagers — a Dalit boy and a Muslim
girl — were brutally killed in a village near Meerut, Uttar Pradesh in the name of honour. Or when |
read that a young man, accompanied by a warrant officer was killed when he was on his way to fetch
his wife from a village in Jind district, Haryana. Or when | read that a newly married couple in Delhi
fear for their lives following a fatwa issued by a Panchayat in Jhajjar district, Haryana. Hon'ble
Members will note with regret that these incidents happened last-week. The vilest crimes are
committed in the name of defending the honour of the family or women and we should hang our

heads in shame when such incidents take piace in India in the 21st century.

(Rl

The United Nations' "Report of the Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its Causes

and Consequences, 2002" as well as the latest report, that is, "15 Years of the United Nations

213



Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women (1994-2009) A Critical Review" do not mention India

in the context of honour killings.

However, the Government of India is deeply concerned about violence against women and
recognizes that real progress can only be made by addressing the causes that are rooted in
anachronistic attitudes and false values. More efforts need to be made through educational and
awareness campaigns in the communities and through sensitization of law enforcement agencies.
Towards this objective, Government of India has initiated a number of legislative and ameliorative
measures to check such crimes which include:

(i) Enactment of Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 which provides for more
effective protection of the Constitutional rights of women, who are victims of violence of any kind
occurring within the family;

(i) Setting up of helplines for women in distress under the Swadhar Scheme of Ministry of Women

and Child Development;

(ii) Support services to victims of violence through schemes such as Short Stay Homes and
Swadhar under which shelter, maintenance, counseling, capacity building, occupational training,
medical aid and other services are provided;

(iv)Redressal of grievances through interventions of National and State Commissions for Women;
and

(v) Economic empowerment of women through the programmes of Rashtriya Mahila Kosh,
Swashakti project and Swayamsidha Project by Ministry of Women & Child Development.

Instructions / guidelines have also been issued to the State Governments / Union Territory
Administrations to effectively enforce legislation relating to crimes against women and improve the
administration of the criminal justice system and take such measures as are necessary for the
prevention of crimes against women. The measures suggested include:

0D sensitize police officials charged with the responsibility of protecting women;

i) vigorously enforce the existing legislations;

i) set up women police cells in police stations and exclusive women police stations;

iv)  provide institutional support to the victims of violence;

v) provide counseling to victims of rape;

vi)  ensure wider recruitment of women police officers;

vii)  train police personnel in special laws dealing with atrocities against women;

vii)  appoint Dowry Prohibition Officers and notify Rules under the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961;

ix)  sensitize the judiciary and police and civil administration on gender issues; and

214



X) follow up reports of cases of atrocities against women received from various sources,

including NCW, with authorities concerned in the Central and the State Governments.

Government deplores crimes committed allegedly to uphold the honour of the family or the victim

or women in general and would welcome a wide discussion on how to prevent such crimes.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Brinda Karat.

ST §a1 R : F=9dTe, IR| H Chairman Sir ®1 g=dTe <1 T8 § b I8 1+ U4 318H g8 UR
TEH B P gOTod & ..(FGLH)... |

THE LEADER OF OPPOSITION (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY): Sir, as my colleague Mr. Venkaiah Naidu
has mentioned, we have an NDA-delegation to the President. | would also like to leave but | just
wanted to be here to fully support, what the Finance Minister has said and the spirit in which.
...(/nz‘errupz‘/‘ons)... yes, yes, the Home Minister. | am sorry. Some images die hard. So, | just take
leave of the House. Thank you.

ST 421 BRA : IR, § TIRAT 189 Bl g7a1E < Je] o) b o Fde-eiel iR 378d AhTel u)
G%ﬁ calling attention LA ENSISEG) AR =TT A Igelt IR ENEER] % honour killings & G § Q@
59 B I8! 21 {9 A ST 1 99 AT & 3R ueT Wt 71 H #A Sff Bl erats oA e § o g
TS deplore fHaT & 3R T8 ATGT Tae &I § {5 honour kilings TAR FHTS & HUR, TAN S &
FUR TH Heidh § AR WHR 39 T I8 BT welcome B 8T Bl IHBT W HR & & AR I
goTa g ST, ST W TRER W@ BT 9 G H § O a1 qeT B A @1 aned gl
ugell 91d % 2 5 8 e geT gafery § f5 fed s AR TSl meel # Ot 6 geeg 't 8
¥4 self choice marriages & AT & Q?T["g’?:ﬂl w, ﬂ'@?‘ﬁ % bl 8, "R fhar a sxAr "
- TE IR A "WIR 5T a1 ST TR 2 SR AT SR WRAT ST 379 aR1ER B Y €, T Qb B Y
2l Self choice marriages % T HAGTS AR F ATAR, AT AHINIG Siad H Jar AR
Faferat S aTferT 8, I a3 el SR Rl I § I1 WG] B o SAD! Al AfhAT Blehl &, goord
T P TH W, IRAR B FRT AT I ST P GRT, I 1 A1 I YA b GIRT, Sl STl SR
TR & SHP] STARERIT bl B, 59 TR H 6 TN s ge sR A g3 51 730 Sft & a9 J
IqH1 P 15 &, H IAD details H &1 o1 W& §1 IS YT 97 27 IqP GO T AT © b
3R 3R I TSB! S TR B 2, SHBT Siied 3R IGhT INR FRI=07 & W87 3R 3R IF ofeqor
X1 A1 I8 e 7, ! AT qenaRia damd @t s5urd | Sired) TR &vd 2, 3R 39 98
dred & @1 Su% forg Swe! wor e gadt a1 i 39 HigE B, 98 SR S @l S eI B
3ITST ST BT ST TAT B T8 PY TR & N oI I8 & (5 9 B A8 | 7214 A1 A6
fPaMiey R TP 76 W PR TS Sed ST Bl dsd! Udb qATHd 1d oI & dsd - §
AR B8 W& § - S Ared & w1 Red 3@l 2, 3FR 4 SF1 a9 a8 1 9 S and) ¥
T 3HF folY ST 39 TSR & Tl o & 1! &0 S ft T2 o1 Fad 6 el 9w | §
T A1 Bl [T §1 $9 YPR ARA S FUR FRIF0 G g2 TG TS B IKiD G R qAqT
ST WA BT T8 ALHUT VT 2 G ARG | IR A1 I8 & b W o el @ SR el R,
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BART S TG MenRa derad Rived 8, S o= 89 9119l 14 o & 6 & g & gy Q=
TR RIReH € S STaTe] JITel! 1 Holgd SR 8l ol I8 S FHT=<R 4ed 2, 9 @Y 4
TR B, SR % 1 1R A1 frelt faRiy &9 & eI & 1 IR S 99 &R © f &9 ST I8 geiRd
el B Tl 5 BRI A @] el TA ST & s & A1 AR BRI W, S ISUTA DT AT 2,
IT@! ST G oY, STHT M U T 3MR ITH1 AT Ig o7 7 I 7 gorit e & I8 o M=
T A 79 T <1 U widt # S ¥E arel €, 9 o 2 7€ ) Fand E1 iR Swat g gs1 Y
T TR TTIA BT S AT SRR AT € SHF IS I8 ff galed 8, ok, A SH A FT S B
5 amar N TR ufdfedrd Rved § o & amiivie =g & fag 78, afcrs dfafcad
AIATSOR & BORIR F ©Y § AT IR I8 §, 99 SN J89M Bl Aolqd B I8 &l I8
ATATRTS F=ATT BT TSN 81 RS B TATH T TfI=d1 BT g9+ & foIv, I8 o) e femd o,
BAR < B STATE] YUTel iR ARBR b q8d SO W@ i @I, 6 &9 fPad orel S a1
e e 8 Red B3I, IUP] AGSI T Tl &1 ST §1 I8 3R P! Iy 8, O i 4
B P MR TR &F <2 T, 300 § WS UHC Bl g (b $9 d1a9(E (S I He] 9¢ I8 8,
TR T B ABR AP FoY DTS 37T ST I & forg TR 781 21 AR 91 91 ¥t 7 2
37T "SI fepferr” a1 aRWTT 89 BT § &1 el 81 R 51 PRAT ST™] 87 SR <l Wl &
Feg H U faRIY BT g1 STR<] 81 T AT, 37 €1 59 [N ST 21 b SHb Yo ST draped &
T I RTY B fruT =R 8, T GhfRd s FRan g, feur € 8k sat 7 s R ae
qTel 8 31 7 FoHT e aret Bl &1 59 Riebrad gfer # i 781 arfl, Sfg 99 S AMfed wy 4,
IGH elitist IT ATHTER AN 5 Tq1d B HRT HF 21fire 81 S &, 5= 519 Rravrad v arel 721 2
gt o I T B

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT : Sir, | have to complete this. Please give me some time.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You have to complete.

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT : Sir, only five minutes.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude. This is not a debate.

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: Sir, | know that. | and just asking a question which is not there in the

Minister's answer.

TR, BTeT &1 § USTg 8BTS BIS BT Udh SToTHE 31T ¥1 3811 B8l 8, "Times have changed, but the
response of the State have not changed. Out of 50 matters, about 18 matters pertain to marriage.
The scene is no different on other days when the court is functioning. It is a fact that for the last 4-5
years, this court has been flooded with petitions where young married couples come and seek

protection. The State is a mute spectator. When will the State awake from its slumber? How long wil
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the State elude permanent solution? And how long courts can provide solace and balm by disposing
such cases ? These are the questions which are abegging answers." This is what the High Court has
said. 3R A TE Bacl Teb T Bl AT 81 €, S WX A STel BRe Al ol fewd a¢1 8, H#all
ST 319 99 H Pel § P I8 A €, b I Wadl o 81 I8 &1 H quT =medl g &
fFa ST ¥ I8 ST Boal & RIAT 6l TR 7 Bad SSIY? Te1 oI | T J&H 3
¥ g9 ge el R, § foeft urdt an g o1 w721 o 3meen, § ot uiferfees e S
TS §, ol A%, o1 fc1 2 gall, fahaTT W gal, T8 ¥l H§ 72 §, "We should hang our
heads in shame." 3R qXH F8 Iz © 6 FAT B, I8 Al AHIRD WU B, IAB! AT IGHR
URORT & gAY &1 BeH el STl WR, § I8 =red § b il 3u g AT €, 9 gerd 59 9y
JTURTE ¥ IS A TeI T 51 ST H MM 7 HeAl §, B: e TR F ATE § 6 TRPR 57 IR
H A1 gE T I, P 3T BT SR fBferd & R # 9971 Sg, S 4oig eRA 878 31 3R
RTSIRAT & GAT Mg FHIR $ I Justice Godara T 2001 H IE GeITd T 11 TART U8
S Weret AR Ve 2, I8 SUG JolTY U Ao A9 U B 78S B, dfh 98 Werdd AR vae
I HFelIheS © fh S Sa! 91a7g € 6 519 O S9S! A8 B, 79 96 i1 QAT BT
T JATHR ST MY T&1 PR ofil, I 59 WL AR Vae § g8 8N 81| SAR 4 H U
foraTe 3 35 35 werat AR vae... |

sft STwuTafar: 3T SHHT REHTST FHI T, T TG Ih o T AT

st ga1 BrRa : frgrR Sff, 35 Wera AR gae & 59 U f$fgae I A 9, Baa
Rere AR vae €, q1fe S RRIsh D [Selst aTl, g8 IHBI PR o1 UIY, FHIAY IFD! simplify
B

<M, 3T H8T el BI sensitisation Tfdh 3R NI Td Arsal Yae 19, o+ faamaa &t
TG 6 I i1 TATHIIT caste TR &, 37 caste TR & RIATh THR HTIA & T8d il IR
YT STehT BeldT &, 39 UX b TG ST d IR-Fdefores Bedr STRY oY &, TS 61 Hells
P IO I T BT [STLIRTT IR I B, ISP [of¢ I8 AMard 8 7 T B a1 Srg)

et 919 T2 2 6 o9 HicaRr ST 3T weT B s W ud 9ife ¢ 81R ofg 91 7 B H
WWW@%%WWWW@%IWW%,ﬁl%ﬁselfchoice marriage
Eﬁ,aaﬁ'\’(ﬁ%husband aﬂﬁ%‘nl

it ITWHTARE: 31T brief # ITa ERTYI SR SHBT TaAwHT BT, T T8 awh o AT T8
RIECIEICE]

MQETEFRH 9N, W%I‘Qﬁﬂ‘s’ﬂ'l%‘vﬁ"g'ﬁ?mﬁ protection homes &, ®H A &9 couples
P 91, FE| GRT o F Ty, F& B8 3R WIBHR IO, Tl I8 Ig 3161 BN WY, SAITY 5
TA Faral A, § THM uiferfede aeil 4 adie $xal g R AR Wil IReR dRardd g o
ST €, 21TST R & gAY urd Ua 8IS UIet 2.1
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off STUTAa: 319 MY FHT BT

st da1 PRd @ W), fRveR S Seard) Afeen afify 2, ST@T threats et 31 §1 F 8
AfeR ATEd | FE ared! § % R ST 99T SR 9iTaT §, 98 S99 & d 31 9d X81 &, SP!
threats T 78 2 5 3 g7 9% &9 3 W& 81 R, H F1Ech § 15 s NicawM 8 iR WRaR 39
RECR LIRS U GRS CHICIRECI CHINNICN

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Najma Heptaulla. | request all the Members to only seek
clarifications. It is not a debate. | need not remind all of you that it is not a debate, and it should not

be converted into a debate.

3. () o1 UL gt (JISRUM) : 91, 987 S 7 I8 95 o 3f8d A9ell SordT 1 3 39
I BT G & 6 TR 1§ AFA Bl importance 2T AR AT 59 W IIe F TG &F AR BT SoIToTd
<11 ¥ o a1a I8t R SR T Ared g1 HS 59 a1 & GRil ©, 3 39 dealell 3 TR § W IR,
BISH # ol I 81 3R AT W IFITAR BT HAHAT BT 8, Al U] aTgd A HIR ISR AR
AT I IR U1 /17 <A1 &1 931 59 a1 B 1 i € 6 #3730 997 H <@ 8 fb arR Al &
S B ¥, A1 8% UIST AfSa B gaard! oY, qR TS g2V W GATS Bl Sl TR YAV 8, b
RIATE TATS IO &, IT L] 1 &1 I8 A Aed € 3R 59 0= § 8189 3 93 §U o9 wisdl
A B b 3a RRET 3 Sy 3, o0 R # 9w b R Y &1 a1fdpan S forddt Reder &
T BIT, ST geal b A1 BT, AT 1 era1! S fb g&1 HRA Sff 1 el b 7orge) 9 #f-a79 3
ff Jamd @t 91 AT Tl 8, S5 ) S99 RaclTh SMTaTsT SST ARyl BN How | BT § %
PTs qTfeTTT 81 ST, I1 SHH! dIc o7 BT JARKTIR Bl 3R BT ST TSH! AT TSHT =T Tl I
9Tt HRAT TR § 3R S8BT honour kiling BET 9T, I8 fHiT ft Aoles ¥ S0 81 § 19 IR
Wﬁﬁ,Wwomen'SmmaﬁQﬁ,WWW%WWWQ,
I8 honour kiling T, T TR H 4 8KH &, across the border off Bt &, WG@#E@H
T STAPTST A b (BT AT § U G &, T fRgiTl g1 S¥ATd | 79 qeb 2Tel T2 A1
Sl ST TP A$D! AR TSP Y& 59 a1 $I IGTHE] 1 &, 3R J dTfeN T T BHT IHHT T
AT &6 B, ABA BT a1 8, BTl AR A Sl 71 9gd 37S! TeHe 4l 81 31 I © P
I Sl $B TTHE P SIRY BT 4 alell 8, I Y& ITa! 311 BIferT Y anfiret 81 3= 818
H R T SRS &b AR TR AU TeHe e & B, AR HAT SN, A9 JATSCs e B o1
5 2 % gses A9 &t RUIE § "Honour Kiling" & IR # €1 afg a0 $eve W SME, o
JMIeRT Yt &R AESH "Honour Killing in India” & IR # fieii X 19 o HeRad 7, R
YRR IR &g &1 372 a1 §1 39 aretrar sl 41 8, "Honour Kilings in India ! ATt
T8 IE 2 5 59 Aol 31 g1 St 31 9 gfor Wt fewia @ & 781 ol 2, Rife 9 &
A el 7 el pree A IS §U BRI &1 514 b 8 37U+ BIRS, AU G 4 HUR &1 ST, 31 78]
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T {3 Rt BT IR 89 S9! D A ol ..(THT Bl 6., T, qHDT AT 9 I 3fR
5= Ig wfeer &1 a9 21 ....(FaeM)...

oft SoauTafay: A o1 A B, SHifey a1 BE IB B

ST, (3T TSI Q. BUGEAT : ol 3 BTS04 H g7 0] [STH gl iR F81 IR g9 B
FTSHIRCT AFRER 931 g8 &, S78I+ STard AT 3res faa| ...(@agm)...

ff STRHTIRI: 3779 ST € 6 84 39P] U ©C H WS PRAT1 5 H 3P $© B8 T8l 9],
ERUEZCIEEEASIE IR

3. (Sfielt) TS Q. BUgRT : W), 31 B, § Sl § ofR # armues! gfaen | +ff arfeew g

2} STRHTIR: 379 T He T B

ST, (S7cH) TSI Q. TUgE : R, 37T AT Heg Bl SR ¢ 3P =R 4 Al Bl qedl 81T,
WWWW%&FWWW@W@W@?@Wawareness generate’ch?:ﬁ%\'l
B IR FART SHIRM FTSHIRCT [HRER §8T g% & 3R Pl I8 IR Slfao & R | I97 30T
fETHIA a1l TR §H 319 strong media & STNT I AN DI TET ARID BT TS 537 3R 39 F=al
P A TE FATG fh 3R 3MMUD HUR DI AATAR HX IET & IT 39 TRE & Had fay A1 &, A 3=
PHET SR Fag Hel Fhdl 81 IRBR Bg S intergovernmental committee TTHR SHIHIT TS
FEHTRET A SHH IR H 910 B 31T IR-IR A IR <F 8 B

ff STFHTIRT: B, § ST BT §, R 56?7

S1. (3FicH) TS . 2Oqe : § Bl el T8 bR TE! 1 U8T W o ARl 931 €, 99 39 R
I ArE

N SgauTIfeY: Ay &, 99 A1 ugel Hiw < e &

ST. (7RI ST Q. U : G2V WY S e, R AT I8 © 1 STl SR HieT SIforgl
3Tt Al T TE @G, @ DIg b T8l TS

off Sgpmafa: v T8 B

S1. (3Fich) TS U, 2GR - I8 Tl DI [T BT AT 51 Bls STH™ 81 & fob 3T U o1 &
I FN, AT $¢ MY ST To1 W TH T T B

off SupuTafa: v T8 B

3. (Al ST UL RO ¢ IR, FaTd I8 © {5 a1 AR A off AR offts Swie &
IR, S SRl & Rach AR BT &, B Hrianfar g &, 8l 8, 396 fory fra adie 9
gfeetdh # awareness ATU? H ITHAT & A1 FHE 6 T IR $o VW IUWF 11 &, Fo19 59!
TraTe firet 381 21 57 Q1- waral & A1 § oo B 59 Aol # daT Sff oiR 39 B899 & 9
Sire g1 gferam

il wran R (e uRen) « W), S 91 &7 S 3 BE B, B9 WY S9GT 9wl o g1 g
a1 et T2 et 81 2, S B (EE).

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: Why don't you speak, Smt. Maya Singh? ... (Interruptions)...
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ft ST | 99 THA TR .. (caem)...
Sl gar e : TR, e AR
it SgwHTafcr: X T, STl ST SN, 31T RR B ...(FGEH)...

it EET DR : TN, e € ST ...("IYT)... Sir, we never get an opporutinty to speak on

such an important matter?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no, no. Why are you asking, Brindaji? ...(Interruptions)... There

is a procedure. ...(Interruptions)... There is a prodcedure ... (Interruptions)...
SR g1 BRA : AR, Al aforl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Because you are intervening, | cannot allow others. | cannot change

the rules.
SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: | am sure, the Government has all the... power ... (Interruptions). ..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Not the Minister. It is the rules. | have to follow the rules.
...(Interruptions)... 99 BN ...(Hae)... I8 81 81 G ...(HGL)... 3T BT A
W %, Tdh e ¥ o ...(FATH)... We have to finish it in one hour. You should have asked for a
Short Duration discussion. I8 J&! T8l &l

). P! AR (ORI : STAHIRT HEIS, TRIATE | I U 5 Bl THR ARG FHR,
Attt & Ui 819 arel TR ARG IIATER 1R 39 96 § 94! & fo1¢ diei &7 ra<R f&am,
S H AT SATART § | AR fHITT 81 A1 AT ...(aem)...

off SUUTILY: ATH HRAT, T8 T 8] &, T8 Wlell ARSI Bl I8 wed § =] Tl 3l
..(HAYUF)... I1 819 AR, T8 3T 91 B

. 3TeTehT T3 - AiEetIatl & iy €T S iNa R BT IR AT 1 31 39 UR =4t 37elTs, 8!
PR T BT BH ....(FFHH). .

sft Sumumf: 3y FARfee=a gfeu

i1 37Tt &I : ST o gt St 5 9T &, A8 Sl SR fBferT 1 a1 =t R8T &, ID! A1 Bl
F Srewr el ArEh € 6 AR amiiie Qfr-Rare - § 99 Oy w5 g wmnfore $af
9% fog RreeR 2, g Sfa-men 596 forg RIeR 81 89X 99 &1 S g9 2, S99 S
Terd Aol €, ST aoTe I 59 BiforT TSI & HIEIH W &H 59 [A97 Bl $o1 W= &1 F8i<y, § I8
Fe arg 3 R iR fsfer & Aftensii & fty iR ara 8kt 2, Var 781 81 5 59 91 gen
AR forg St €1 7 98 qo At g 5 a1 ol & Wy 7 o Siudt 3 5 9 <@ 27 § o
ORI IS BT T 9 9B A1 ST a8 6 98i Us Afeell B, Us a=di Bl B Jos ANl
IBTHY o S T, SHFH Y TARDR B &, SHDT TH.TH.TH MY TH.TH.TH. TR Al adh

220



TEAN B1 H 59 g $I SAio] ke Aed §, ddife Agensll & i St A T Py 9§,
ITP! I B THIRAT 4 o ST Anfeq) § St g b g9 530 ST 59 i 9gd 79R €, S
ST 91 HEl 2, SEH AT T B I 991 91 I8 © 5 S O B8 99 8, AfHT s 9R S
T % a1g A A Tred °fed 81 ¥l €, U8 Wl U geblebel 21 Y3 el € fob it e Ok fofe eieft
g, VY demardl & Rere 37T | BIA a=1aT ST AN S f7q e A 6 I a1l ST
MY S € 7, G I B 5 T A BRe 3% DI H of O AR iR S vEaal &
RIATE STeg I STeg 01 AhR PO VA1 HRAT AT, T4 7iqsy # 377 dami # 39 av8 & Mol
o BT SR AT 811 I8 9§ STo8] 8| o1 o7 © b TRIaT Bl a1 qo71 e 91Tl &, oifd] s o 4
3FRT &b Y IS P &1 81 21 IHIRT BT BIs AT &1 (A 51 TR IHR & dAsh [l dsad!
B ISTHR o I & 1 P& el 211 2, AfBT TG UV AT B & A1 TP AT B o Sl 2,
ITa! el @ Rl & A1 i b fpan S g1 § =l § {6 59 Wdy W 9gd 8 Sfeg 9
BT Y S AT

T 919 T8 ¢ 5 T A BRE ¢F BIC H o TTaR Sieq J Seg SP]1 (1074 81, I§ ST
TR Bl B 1 984§, A Al BT ST BT gReceH A e amfey, Tt ar damaal o
¥g S A S &9 VA TTeret oty 7 of| U Tadt Tfet o IR g9R faog W 318 FRATS 81 At
BIH A3 STt 9 9% 919 FE Arsd! § % 3 U ST 918y, TGl & Radd SRarg Syl 3md
QAR BT, WIS AfSersl BT = S, § a9 VAT ST =gl 1 89 39 Tt gifafea, S
TSI, et B ST | SR SoH A, a4 T8 B B gred| g=gars|

1. I MUT A6 (IR IST) : STFHTTRT S, Sl 97 SR ST 7 95 81 Aecaqol I%T Bl
TWEH TRBR BT T AMH T 5T 81 59 W A1 T8 741 Sft &7 950 a1 wewe Wt 81 89 =4l
I 2w R € b I " gad et el & IRIuTd & goflal § 8 gl &1 SR U9, g,
SR ¥RG Tl W18y, faeet &1 Sl IRT §ohdl 8, 7 T F FaATh] A I TN 3Ril &1 Ne-Hd I8
T BT AT 81T &, 3R 39 TR § &1 T BRAM {7 ST §1 S9! Ul Tel HH honour
killing 8T 1T, it is the most brutal kiling. ¥XI TSl # I8 &l T & fh I8 g 991 F =9 37 5T
2, 3% 18 1 TSl T 7 AURTY P b1 & oG BT a1 T8 a7 § 71 PRl g SR F argan
o =i #=0 Sft Stare < o o 9 e €1 3 ARE D1 B ATG, Fifeh STa T BRyedl Brell
&, T THM AT AT TE ST €2 39 AE & BT b gt ff aen ¥, R aet FIR 81 97 7,
ID 918 TATE B IMATADHT el BIH 8, S AT B &, SAD! T8 WA BT TS 7 b they
are innocent.Wﬂﬁﬁwﬁwﬁﬁ?ﬁ%mﬂﬁmw@?ﬁ“ﬁwiim
B, 3R &A1 Bl 8, A1 19 9% 9 | 120 (d1) & T=ta 302 F AR T a91¢ TG, o9 aF
T provision &I fHIT SITY, TE TIF JE BT Te| I Abdl &, 99 db I8 I UeT 781 81 Al B
ﬁ@'ﬂm@fﬂ?ﬁﬁ,Wawarenessﬁiﬁm:ﬁﬁdwlll AT Irglcrgpd primitive stage RS
Eﬁgﬂaﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁ, amﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁlmma@ﬁsﬂong hand Eﬁw%\'l | expect that the
hon. Home Minister will bring suchalaw,ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁcurb%ﬁﬁﬁlm?{l

SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, at the outset, | share the sense
of shame and agony expressed by the Home Minister. The incidents which he has listed are the
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known, reported incidents. There must be unknown, non-reported incidents in the country. There
are extra-Constitutional bodies of Caste Panchayats of elders existing in all the castes, tribes in
India. But with the advent of education and migration, the hold of Caste Panchayats has become
week. But there are powerful Caste Panchayats in some parts of the country. This presents a big
dilemma before the country. We have extra-Constitutional bodies which are beyond the law of the
land, ably supported by political classes. We have parallel caste system that defies the Constitutional
system of law. Discrimination and social exclusion on the basis of caste, religion, language,
disability, gender and sexual orientation is unabated. On the top of it, we have a new battery of hate
speech specialists who are shameless. The pace of economic growth of India, rather than breaking
these barriers, is trying to engrain these discriminatory practices into the economic system. But
societies and the law should use such instances to redeem themselves from such obnoxious
practices. For example, honour punishment. My hon. colleague says it is dishonour for the entire

nation. It is honour punishment which will certainly bring shame to India in the world community.

Having said that, | would like to make only one comment on the statement made by the Home
Minister. He has said at page 3, point 7, "Our police sensitise police officials charged with the
responsibility of protecting women". Here the problem arises. The police and the investigative

agencies are not that sensitive when it comes to deal with women and their problems.

Recently, in a case relating to Sister Abhaya in Kerala, the charge sheet, filed by the CBI, as
reported in the media, is outrageous and atrocious. As for the language used in the charge sheet, |
do not know whether it was a language used by the doctors, or, it was a language used by the CBI.
How can you expect women to tolerate such a language? It is an affront on the dignity and decency
of women. And, how can we expect women to come forward willingly to explain their problems to the
police or the investigative agencies? And, | think, there lies the problem. Women look at police and
the investigative agency not as a friend, but as an inimical force which will throttle their voice and
strangle their rights. How is the Ministry or the Government going to change the attitude of the
police, the attitude of the investigative agencies, when it comes to dealing with women's issues?
Having said this, this is an issue on which my colleague, Shrimati Brinda Karat, has called the
attention not only of the Government but also of the entire House, and many of my colleagues have
joined her on this issue. | also join her on the issues which she has raised, and | would like to know

how the Government is going to respond to these issues. ...(/nz‘errupt/ons)...
SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Through a special law...

SHRI D. RAJA: The hon. Minister has spoken about creating awareness and taking it up at the
ideological or at the educational level. It is not enough. There should be a law, a very strong law.
...(Interruptions)... | have said that these Caste Panchayats are extra-constitutional parties. We

cannot contain these Caste Panchayats unless there is a strong law to deal with them.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. K. Malaisarny, please be brief.

DR. K. MALAISAMY (Tamil Nadu): Sir, as a person, totally accepted and devoted to a lady
leadership in Tamil Nadu, | may be one of the persons best suited to speak about women and
women's problems. The hon. Minister, in his statement, has been fair enough to concede what the
ground reality is. | am very happy that he has accepted many of the situations. | do not like to go into
the details at all. | have seen, as Finance Minister, he would start his speech with a Thirukkural and
end with a Thirukkural.....

MR, DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, that is not the point. You put specific supplementaries.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: | am not going to make a speech. | will try to confine myself within the time.

| will say it with a couplet —
"Noi naadi, noi mudhal naadi, noi thanikkum vaainaadi, vaippukazhal."

It means that when you want to identify a problem, you must go into the root-cause of it. Only
then can a problem be solved. Now, the hon. Minister is able to identify what the problems and the
ground realities are. In such a situation, finding a solution is not a problem. As a student of
management, | have been taught that any problem will have more than one solution...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Then, you give the solution.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: What | am trying to tell the hon. Minister is that macro level situations
should be understood. Then, he has to come to micro level situations. Our country, as it is, is facing
all sorts of crimes. In other words, there are 5 Ms, say, muscle power, money power, mafia power,
media power and ministerial power, which are ruling the country. This is the situation in which we are

placed...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Malaisamy, | would like to remind you that you should just seek
clarifications from the Minister's statement. It is not a debate. Please seek clarifications and give your

suggestions.

DR. K. MALAISAMY : What is the hon. Minister going to do in the prevailing situation? Would he
take a hint from what has been done in Tamil Nadu? In Tamil Nadu, there are women police stations
exclusively for protecting the interests of women. This was done during the time of the former Chief
Minister, Madam Jayalalitha. That is the right point — whether he likes it or not — he can take into
account while analysing it. Sir, finally, | want to say some important points, but the way you look at it,
| am not able to do it.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What can | do?

DR. K. MALAISAMY : Okay. You don't try to tell that this is the problem of the State. On the other
hand, you take it up at the macro level and think over whether a positive legislation for the entire
country can be thought of to protect the interest of the women. Lastly, Sir, a right person for the right
task can be thought of * | leave it to the hon. Minister to get things done. Thank you, Sir.

USpoke in Tamil.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Malaisamy. Now, Sardar Tarlochan Singh.

WeR avarad R (eRamm) : 87 3, et o arEal g O # 987 a7 &1 3R It
aTet &1 gfera sra1 e g, sl sRAT # I8 issue IoTAT AfFH, B9 S WE-989 U8 90 €,
v ot 89 red issueﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ@%lmﬂﬁwﬁmﬁ?m?ﬁﬁm?ﬂ@?ww@,
If gan T, gl I8 ar ATl

IR, 91 T8 §s 15 12 JelTs B &RATON A Uep 179 2, I8 7Tid &b <lii « Ve G a-Ts | I &1
TORIT FEd &1 g8t A TS T dsHl 3R Riedr 9 3 Uh s o we] 81 751 d Hed § [
Y g & I & 2, gfeIg I8 T T 8 Wil 7 3T S8 Fued) oS iR WRER g9 B &
31 <Y, Mfear Fa U &1 Ultimately I 98 ST {1, S aifera™ w@1d # <a1 7, & I8
et TE 81 bl SR S Q1 hideis Bl a3 faret ot g 9 g | Fraver 77 &R et a8
9 ITg & qTER 99 1 bR 1 genr? IR 341 918 9% a1 % T9R Kaithal f7el 3§ d5UT @) U st
& 1 AT g1 d FEdl & (b S7ebT |l Teb 81 717 81 d&UTS 8IS DI H TATI BTS DI TS bl
13 el Afers 21 gfery SHE ATer T17a 1S, (b g8 3711 el Bl o JATY| 519 g8 Tia § ggan, A1 g
P AR AN §RT SHS BIHY SHBT el B SAT AT 81 8 issue g7 I8 & women 1?2 B 2,
AfPT issue B FIT? issue T & 5 T TS 7 2T &) IHST day time H HSX galTl IferT a8t A5g
%@?T&'é@@%lﬁl’%"ﬂ?ﬁﬁ,ffpolitics:lﬁiﬂw_g"lWwﬁﬁresponsibilityw%?mﬂg
| qIfpear ¥ 21 8, 1 89 ded § - 18, arg!| i F9T oY ¥ 8 ART fRvgw, g9 drferat
W%IW?@'&T‘#G—E’@W%, Tl I8 S99 HH T&1 81 This is same as the shariat law; same as the
Taliban. Unless they permit, you cannot marry. gﬁﬁrﬁww‘s’a, WWW%%W%IH@“\’W
R PTA 87 FeR b U {71 q1€ I8 Yfer ors| g M 79 M7E, Sia T334 i sfean 1 oiR fo=ga
T 99 W editorials ford| @@1’*{ 1 forar - Haryana Government is not acting. Who rules Haryana?
TSR i1 $fear # for € - (*) Losing Swat Valley Fight. I8 S SI@dR &1 2T 2 3R 89 &g
2§ 1 T3 BIIF 91811 BT [hereh forg, amen & forg gRATon o Sl §R$R § - A% &Y, | am
playing no politics here. | am an independent M.P., ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁmwaﬁfailure %\,S’ﬂﬁﬂ’ﬁﬁ
IHT AT 9% B1 TARI TP caste dominating &, SGH B AN T8 B o 3171 HF fharr, IR a1
Tgel Al U g3l 11 A 89 SR © [ I 9 9 ...(A9F B °9h).... H {6 &1 79 of S el e,
QB g8 Sff, 3T reality BT B BRI ERATIN  $H W action FT Tel 3?2 AT T% murderer
BE1 9 & SR 1T & S AT ...(HGLH)... TG & S AT ..(HIET)...

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN:: Sir, how is it clarification? ...(Interruptions)...
WS axaraH g : 9% ok 991 27 89 989 &R 5 a9 R R ? ...(xaaem™)...
sft Syl : 72, T8 ey Siferg

*Not recorded.
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Wmﬁ?:qwmﬁwﬁ@ﬂﬂpregnancytea §WI%WW€WW@W
5 I e 3 S ot foran oIk gt wiifes i fiferex smaast urdt &7 7, oy &4 e w1t
A ..(TFH)...

ot STUTF : TR S, 3T SHI R 818 B2 ...(FTEH)...

WRER TRarad 8 : I8 BIS issue &1 81 ...(-ALTH)... 31T please don't interrupt. 3ITT ATaTs
BI ATl .(@aIH)... § PI5 Gifdfcas T8 R BT gl .(FEIF).. H * B P @ g
(). § B Aferfeedd T8 B W8T g, ...(Fau™)... ST B reality face FHIEAT AMRTI
.(FGHT)...

ot STauTafy : 3 A AfTRex &1 9 e SR ...(aE)...

WRER dRelr=d NE | )T TaHE BT responsibility & o ST T #1919 81 3R 39 919 |
TRBR IR TFTT -T1 ol aF fhR B9 2 ...(Tae ). .

ot STHUMFY : Sp B, b B ...(TAHM)... 2 IS T

AER TR e : DIS TSI &4 T8l A1 ..(FGLM).... S B 8, S AT BRI AR
S victims dTER 93 €, I [ TR &1 ST & 6 ITp! 1ig H 9ot, ITb! 8 g1y o1 i
WWW%,Wmurder case § under SOQGTQW]%THTGTQI

ot STUTAfS : & ISR T L (aET).

1. I BT (FRATN) : TR, 37 ¥ A e &1 9 e faan sl . (aer)...
it SwwTafy : g8 frere femr T R

sft Torifer e (RER) © W%, ¥R U7 JEaRT a1 QT cuttings B, @ifd § S &1 reference &l
FEN TR, TS 3 qam § 7 -5t &1, WH-0fie1 31 9arad & A o™ S §, S99
T HS O & 3R S & q18 TSP DI AR QAT ST 819, U AR cutting B, ST 950 W 8,
"R 3 SR {1 Hd S HAM, IR B AR 9Tl B Ud g $uY H1 31"

AR, H 379 A9 BT FdeT ST AZM [ I8 B B 81 AR, BAN I8 U WA Tae 8, A
T | W), U SIl ARy feran 81 SRl off, S &7 uiy & |1y STel {41 ST o1l $9 U1 H g3
B F folg I I AiE A 7 SH-3M_Te Ierdnl ISR # 59 3 g 'e W@ off 9 S9
R & oY U Werdl gae, "l gae " a9l TRT| AR, S axh AT €RT 302 2| 31 s 8 HAT S
A1 9gd IS TDIA &, ST DI I8 T AIGH &1 S/ 37T TeHT H F8T 3 P, There are no separate

laws to deal with the crime of 'honour killing' and such crimes are deal with under the provisions of

the Indian Penal Code and are investigated and prosecuted as offence under the IPC/CrPC. arss
D W TS UL BV T off, AT FH e a1 711 WR, H I8 He1 ared § (b I8 AT 302
el wp| Al 991 FRA S 7 W 959 oD 91 Bl H o @i 1 W, I8 S /e GRS
Tae B, 39 9 W JI-SNfSAT BF 30 fa &1 Afes 377 g 2 3R B arell 1 4 AfeH Sier 8159
H 919 TR 9Tl B A SIaT 8, A d 9% o & [ BIF-BI 3MEH! Bai-Heal ATd! Y I8 8 iR
IR T §Y AT I AR & R gam A1 9 99 Bl gedhr, Sh RaelTh Y ARG TUY BT S
ESEISIEIRGHISE

*Not recorded.
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TR, § e S arg fob et AR vae 3§ i $Ig 741 GUR a1 ST anfe vl 98 9 g
2 foh ST ST - ST 1, Tsd! ST IR & 3R 3T S BT AR dTel &b TSI 61 § W@ 82 a1 A "ey
e sy # e -1 ag i W AR gae 4 $v gUR M1 A1) AR, 39 9 30 i
BT AN Teld 81 ST HTf 3TST T FATS H 9 A8 b B J g G el 101 81 34Ty
# g 98T PR & g iR T8I IR clarification 8 & 3 IE B HCI81 BI AP & forg T 721
TIC SR T A1

DR. (SHRIMATI) KAPILA VATSYAYAN (Nominated): Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman. Sir, |
just wanted to say that | have heard with agony and anguish what Brindaji has said. | have also heard
with great attention the statement of the Home Minister. In this country, which is culturally rhetoric
talks of women empowerment and in reality is different this is our situation. This is not a matter of
political parties, nor a matter of State Governments vs. the Central Government, it is a matter of what
crisis this country is going through in terms of the erosion of its fundamental values. Sir, one set of
Questions is certainly related to law and order, and a special Act will help. But there are other
mechanisms, which have to be adopted by each one of us in our own situation. And also unless this
is part and parcel of the educational system in terms of the inculcation of values, we cannot do
anything. Since the distinguished Minister of 1&B is here, | would like to say that we are having
advertisements of all kinds. These matters brought up only a sensation, mostly a sensation.
Certainly, with some concern in the media to a counter media awareness is required in many
languages and the fact that our understanding of what caste is or what Gotra s, is very faulty. There
are no legal documents whether in Manu or anywhere else, which speak of or give sanction either

socially or morally to acts of this kind. Thank you.

sft 3rgHE e AeEd! (TEEH EMe) « AR, TAR IOk -U-SFell WIed + o Ael 1) 991
&A1 &, 98 BN TS BT U 9gd g1 HAAT a9 71 8, $A(Y {$ IRT & [aTd UR ST e 81 2
g, ST S AN Fedd BR B €, d R RTHER €, Sa 81 FSR1aR S5 ar & 90 9191 5711 918,
ST 4= & PR $9 ARE B Poel P ANV SERI ©| H T8 FHSIT g 1 AR BT Bl Sl TRRT S,
TS AT AT BT I AT AISET BT 3 S GRT 302 8, SHBT AT BN, T I b JFAR, b
BAT, Fedd P [oTY SHAI, Bl b [o7Q HEE <1, U AR BT 9 A1 ST 21 gamai &l df o
2T BT ®1 31} SR IoIR-U-Sg el W8 5 30 93 § I8 A BRAr § {6 sooR # B ved
2, Fre wcten SR o 81 damac o therat SR 181 el €, HadT SR 67 arel af SaN AT 8
2139 IHS! "HRAN" BT Fhl T U A1 4 B IS 95 I 381 2 {6 Aieq, JHHH] B IR
H Had SR BN 21 BIs AT 9 ORE $1 Herdl SR a1 ) FadT 21 31t AR Argc=ar T 1
gUq el ATfEdT = TP & el § BRARI, 981 I8 99 9l 381 2| 981 Pl 9IRE 94 81 32 o
T8 9 eI STRY BN, ATS AT B T DIg A B, b 89N Hoob A 9 A8 BI a1 T8l 8Idil o
§ goIR-g-2TRge |red A I8 YSIRE ST A8l & [ a8 39 W SR IR BRAN, Riifh I8
HHAT ST W 81 71§ 3 9 AR & aThard | aF o foet it S 81 geaferar O vt &
S ged SR Y =l Bl ol forsTol U8 957 Sl © o 59 TRE F a1 AN B IHA™ & oy AR
B B S A T, IB! IR AR A IRSIEERT & 012 39 IR 3 A1 91T, SAferg b
gfer @1 Hiserfl § et 81 9K ©, AR b ANl 981 Jed1-Riad @Ra & 3R 9 UR PIs BIRaTs
& &Iefl &1 3 ) A Uit a &, a8 FRIlT 37T+ SIVTE UR &, ifeheT Sl BT & IR # e
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DOrigina\ notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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1. U9 SIGR (IR : g=IdTe, SUFHTTRT STl 7 &1 81 fiFe ol ¥, I8 Slex o, |l
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Td 31EH W IS g ¢ URIeT & Hare, Sooid & FaTed SR S -9 W &3 AfArd uge oft
FaiT Bl ot 2 iR a1 off 81 38 B uge getagiie WS 72 off, sufo swet S gar gt
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R & 9 8191 T vl 8§ U ' M- a1 91g o, it o afded oiR wrdt 8
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CIESCRIEIFS I RS IRG k¥

sl figa o1gr (fewmaa oewn) « W), 430 o 37 ot wede gl 8, 99 W § Rk a8 @
ilT‘s’?ﬁ%\",ﬁ?GﬁCaste Panchayats &, 3 37T 4TI ©, O 7T S-Th Ul WY 3179 DI action o ST I8
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el

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: Sir, | have only one pointed question to the hon. Minister.
Will the hon. Minister assure us, on the Floor of the House, that he will bring special legislation to
stop honour killing, because the existing law is not enough to deal with such cases. Will the hon.
Minister assure the House, today, that he will bring special legislation like Sati to stop honour killings
and to make sure that illegal and unconstitutional caste Panchayats are not allowed to function in this

way so that women get killed. Thank you.

SHRI P. CHIDAMBARAM: Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | am grateful to all the fourteen speakers,
beginning with Smt. Brinda Karat and ending with Smt. Jayanthi Natarajan, who have participated in

this Calling Attention Motion.

| believe, | have made a strong statement that reflects the concern of the Government. We
deplore honour killings. We do not recognise the right of a caste Panchayat to take upon itself to
pronounce whether a man or a woman should live together or a woman has committed an act which,
allegedly, brings dishonour to the family or the community. That is not a function of caste Panchayat.
No caste Panchayat has the right to pronounce upon the conduct of individuals. We deplore the

actions of these caste Panchayats.

As | said in my statement, honour killings are rooted in anachronistic, antiquated attitudes and
false values. They have no place in the 21st Century. Certainly, they have no place in India that

aspires to emerge as the modren, forward looking nation.
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Having said that, | must admit that honour killings take place in India and the States which report,
| underline 'States which report', such honour killings in large numbers are Haryana, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh. As the hon. Member said, this area is around Delhi. But that does not mean that honour
killings do not take place in other States. They take place in other States. But, perhaps, the media
does not report them, as it should. Perhaps, they do not come to light. In fact, in many States,
where one of the parties involved is dalit, the tendency is even greater. Several suggestions have
been made. | think, the demand for a special law is the one that has been made most eloquently.
But, | am afraid, that is a very simple demand in the sense that make a law, but the answer is not to
make another law. Whatever law we make, honour killing is murder. It would have to be dealt with as
murder. It would have to be tried as murder. In my understanding, | may be wrong, the comparison
with Satiis misplaced. Sati was disguised as suicide. In order to distinguish Sati — as a crime that is
not a suicide — sati had to be defined. In fact, in recent times, the only definition of a crime, which is
also murder, to the best of my knowledge, was when we defined 'dowry death’, way back in 1986 or
s0. So, | would look into this whether we can define honour killing, but prima facie | am not sure
whether that will take us very far. Caste panchayats, which aid and abet honour killings, are equally
guilty. If they pronounce their so-called verdicts, they are accomplices, And, if in pursuance of their
verdict, a girl or a couple is killed, they are accomplices. At least, the principle actors in the caste
panchayats, have to be arrayed as accused, along with those who actually committed the murder.
They would have to be prosecuted. | do not have any data regarding the prosecution in the States,
but I am sure that in many cases leading members of the caste panchayats are also made accused in
the crime and they are prosecuted. The courts are very tardy in this country. They take time to
pronounce guilt or otherwise. | would like to urge upon the State Governments to see that these
cases are fast-tracked so that those who actually killed, and those who aided and abetted the

killings, are brought to justice and punished.

Sir, there is a suggestion that the Special Marriage Act should be simplified to remove hurdles to
quick marriages. Well, | have not studied the Special Marriage Act recently. So, | can't comment on
this. But | would certainly look into the Special Marriage Act to see if, in tune with the times, we could
bring about some amendments in the Special Marriage Act to facilitate quicker marriages under the

Special Marriage Act.

Some suggestions were that the burden of proof should be on the accused. | am afraid that is
not the principle on which the criminal jurisprudence of this country rests. In fact, the principle in the
Evidence Act is that the initial burden is always on the prosecution. | think, what the hon. Members

are trying to say is that at some point of time, the burden must shift to the accused or the defence.

The initial burden will always be on the prosecution, but at some point in the trial, when
preliminary evidence has been let in, the burden can shift to the accused or the defence. We will try

to see whether the existing provisions of the Evidence Act are adequate or not so that at some point
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of time in the case of 'honour killings', the can not shift to the accused or the defence.

Sir, the most durable answer to 'honour kiIIings' is spread of education, sensitisation of
communities, effective registration, investigation and prosecution of crimes and urbanization. | think
these are the things that will change over a period of time. The State and everybody who feels
responsibie must help in the process of change. | think urbanization is a powerful tool to get over
these deep-seated prejudices and deep-rooted attitudes. Education is a very powerful tool.
Sensitisation of communities is a very powerful tool. There are still many virtues in our village
communities. But the village communities are also, to a large extent, entrenched in prejudices and
very anachronistic values. This will change over a period of time. But we must do everything possible
to spur change, to trigger change. What can the State do? And when | mean 'State', | do not mean
'State Governments'; | mean 'State' with a capital 'S'. We have already issued advisories to the
State Governments. One of the advisories is about a point | had mentioned, namely, set up women
police stations. But we also hear reports — at least, | have heard reports from my own State — that
women police stations are as oppressive as general police stations. But that doesn't mean, you
should not set up all-women police stations. | am in favour, by and large, on balance. | think, all
women police stations should be established to protect women and children. What a State can do is,
to investigate, prosecute and punish the offenders. If in a few cases, we are able to hand out
exemplary punishment to those who actually perpetrated the killings and those who are accomplices,
that would send a message. The media should highlight these cases. Well, | will wait to see until
tomorrow how the media has highlighted this debate. | think, it is important that the country knows
that Parliament in one voice condemns, deplores 'honour killings'. The media must send out this
message loud and clear. | will look into the Special Marriage Act; | will look into the provisions of the
Evidence Act. But, | think, looking into all the suggestions that have been made - all of them have
been valuable—the best way to deal with this problem is to investigate, prosecute and punish the
accused in a few cases so that a message goes that exemplary punishment will be handed out to
those who indulge in this deplorable practice of killing in order to protect the alleged honour of the

family or the alleged honour of the victim.

With these words, Sir, let me thank the hon. Members for the questions they have asked and |

shall take note of their suggestions.

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY (West Bengal): Sir, | just want to make one comment. In this word
'honour killing', there is nothing honourable that is happening. ...(Interruptions)... But the point is,

at least, we can call it 'dishonour murders', ...(/nz‘errupz‘/ons)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned for lunch for one hour.
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