Demand to take suitable legislative measures for economic and social

empowerment of women in the country
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SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD (Karnataka): Sir, | associate myself with this issue.
Demand for comprehensive change in Air India's management

PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ (Jammu and Kashmir): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the concept of the
management of the Air India must undergo a drastic change if the airline has to be put on the path of
progress in future. One important reform would be to institute a highly competent body to determine
a criterion for selection of a person at the helm. The whole exercise has to be based on merit and
suitability. It will no longer hold good to put a civil servant from the Ministry concerned as in charge of
the enterprise on the basis of his/her seniority.

Presently, the Maharaja is being described variously. The most appropriate description is that it is
a cashless Maharaja.

One wonders how the Maharaja came to this pathetic position. While many factors could be
responsible, the chief reason is the mismanagement that was experienced over a long period of time
in the Air India enterprise.

The sordid state of affairs of the Air India which was once a prestigious national asset is no
reflection on the efficiency of the Minister in charge, for he has been seen widely to improve the
things in the system.

While the hon. Prime Minister will do everything possible to rejuvenate the Air India and help it to
regain its position as a national asset, certain crucial measures need to be taken to reform the inner
dynamics of the airline. Thank you.

Concern over plight of Indian fishermen fishing off the coast of
Kachhatheevu in Palk Strait

SHRI' S. ANBALAGAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | would like to bring to the attention of the Minister of
External Affairs to the plight of Indian fishermen fishing in the Palk Strait between India and Sri Lanka.

This week, twenty Indian fishermen were arrested by Sri Lankan Navy when they were fishing off the
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