the Government. Crucially, with demand fast exceeding supplies, the prices of these commodities

are bound to increase.

The Government has been failing to curb the massive speculation that has been yet another
cause of this spurt in the price of essentials. Several market players have intervened both in the spot
markets and futures markets, wherever such intervention in futures market is possible and build up
huge positions. This has suddenly perked the demand for these products and in turn has been a
further trigger for the price rise. | urge the Government to clarify on the steps taken on tackling the
near drought like condition prevailing in the country, bringing down the inflation of essential
commodities, notably food items, curbing speculation in these items of mass consumption, reviving

the Essential Commodities Act and completely scrapping the futures market.
SHRI S. ANBALAGAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself with this subject.

Concern over scarcity of pure drinking water in the country
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Demand to make yoga and naturopathy accessible to every village
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