as compared to Rs. 8.90 per kilogram for APL. This would create a serious problem in Kerala.
Kerala is the State where statutory rationing system was introduced with the consent of the
Central Government in 1967 but the Centre has tried continuously to limit this system. Up to
2006, the allocation of rice to the APL cardholders is 1,13,420 tonnes, which has now been
reduced to 17,056 tonnes only. The reduction is to the tune of 96,364 tonnes. This anti people
move has been questioned by the State Government. The Chief Minister, the Ministers, and the
MLAs were compelled to conduct a march to Parliament here. After the formation of the new
Ministry, the Minister of State for Agriculture, Prof. K.V. Thomas, gave an assurance for
reestablishing the rice quota but it remained only on paper. Now, the Government has courage
to deny rice for Onam season. | urge the Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution to reconsider this decision and allocate sufficient rice at APL price to Kerala during
Onam season. ...(Interruptions)...

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Sir, we associate ourselves with the issue raised by the hon.
Member.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay, you just associate yourselves. ...(Interruptions)... There
is no rider in association. ... (Interruptions)...

Naxal attack in Orissa

3 SEARTIVT qIfdT (SSIAT): HEIGd, ISIT H &l 2 Yeb gHIAYul ge-T gl 21 $9dh
IR W H TP A1eH A G& T DI AT T8 g 15 ISR 3 Keonjhar FTET, i1 @9 3§ WRR 2,
SARY AT & S FTeTviidTe diC 8199 §, 981 & Ud SiRRc e daswdacy, il fd dic ared 3
AR ISR &, 3R IS9P AR U Hiede SIF1 Bl Mell F AR B IAD] Tl Bl {1
AT ST Q. Q9.3MTs. §9 guiagul g1 &1 RIGR gl ST 14 gReller afkqan g1 i dve
A B! BT DI TS, SAD IR H H MU AHA g 76 B 8T 1 34 STAS & Hel I,
IH! Al aHaTE AT Tve f9 TRIgiEeT wedr ff R four & S 81 B 3y udr € b
IS H &R AT 39 YR &l wel "l 81 ¥l S9-9RE &7 ugdl gaxire el & PIgs]
AT & U Yoy S¥aex AT a8 &l WY U B dRedl | dRT 111 98 e < & o
RTSRB AT Y | YA e BT T8GR 3R WS BT 78 BT AR oY IS BIMI  7 arfo
3T X2 & A1 I DI 50 ARTH A ITbI TR o1, AT 9eie & 1 3= IR |IER AARE 7 |
377 50 AT <1 37 |a 1 R foran a1 S7ep! SAfoTa ael= = aaran 6 574 4 H 81 arcper gforaei
g IR 911 31 IR SN A1 AERYN ANRS &1 A1 37 AIER IR ANRD1 D1 B far 137 iR
T qe BT o ST’ AR AT 7271 57 B WRAHR ST {6 A E B, 6 SHBT Tl H MY
R UEE B 59 TR A Yl Bl SRAIC 9911 11 Y81 21 Heled, 9 g1 81 & 5
o gl BRI H 36 Yol &1 AR {37 11 3R 89 S¥ah! JAf aHdTal SUdTE el
Al AT B, e BT W AT P 7SN T I el aarn o7 b aReHl 9 A ARSI 3R
YT a1 1 A1RT SY| $AIAY 3R $HD] BIg AIAAIG Hadl © d 59 A1 HI H1 49 & T
ISAT ST AT HE IS, ART a1 HET & [P IS, BTG, ATeTe 3R IHITS i 7 8,
B WM R I8 Sl Acihare, SUAIE 8l I8 8, 39 Ui b5 gvd &1 @, AR fRIvHR &
IS H 518t IR I 3R awe fiegre &% 81 78 B
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R T8 fTer ShrTet & Ifean a1 & [ARGS a3 NREGA &1 &1 gaex # fham ST 381
o1, 73 3 foran 511 @1 o1 ..(Fg B €Y. I T’ IeTd AR a1 ML, . ([aE). .. 37d:
H 9 A17el B A1 d1L3MTS. A Sfid Bl /I BT gl (FGL). ..

st SuwuMfy: g d9a NI, o9 98 RVl ..(F@g™).. 8 T, 8 I
Shrimati Kanimozhi. ...(STaeIT)... 314 81 TAT| ...(&FETH)... Mike is not working. 319 98 STSTI

it ehen faRam (S IR, H 319 31Tud] SH9 GFeg Rl gl

sft STRFUTAfR: Nothing will go on record. 31T 98 W8T Shrimati Kanimozhi.

Plight of Indian workers in Jeddah

SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI (Tamil Nadu): Thank you, Sir. | would like to bring to the notice of
this House the plight of 400 Indian workers stranded in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. As we all know,
there are workers who have been taken from India, from different States of the country to other
countries and these workers actually have to sell their last assets to pay the money to the agents
and go there, and when they go there, they find that the promised jobs are not given. Now,
because of recession, a lot of them have been thrown out of jobs. So, over 400 workers are now
stranded in Jeddah and they are living under the bridges. There are a lot of women among them.
They have no money to even buy food. They have been under this bridge for nearly over a month
and they have tried to approach the Embassy and they have not got much response or any help
from them also. The Ministry has actually said that there is a fund called the Indian Welfare
Workers Fund. This fund can be used to provide them with food and send them back. This kind
of help also has not been given to them. There has been actually no help from the side of the
High Commission. We should think of actually putting up redressel centres like many other
countries do for their own workers. When our Indian workers approach the Embassy for help,
actually no officer or no organisation or anything is there to really reach out to these people to
help them. That has to be taken care of and these 400 workers have to be sent back. We have

to take action to help them out.
ALL HON. MEMBERS: Sir, we associate ourselves with this. ...(Interruptions)...

PROF. P.J. KURIEN (Kerala): Sir, everybody associated with this. The Minister can react
to this. Why can’t he react? ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Prof. Kurien,...

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI S. M. KRISHNA): Mr. Deputy Chairman,
Sir, | understand the magnitude of the problem, particularly the workers who are stuck there. My
attention has been drawn to this situation. We will certainly get in touch with the Embassy and

see that adequate arrangements are made.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now we will take up the Discussion on the working of Ministry of
External Affairs. Shri Ashwani Kumar to raise the discussion on the working of the Ministry. Now,

we will adjourn for lunch only after Mr. Ashwani Kumar’s speech concludes.
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