AR 52 o - F 89 a1 iR F9 ARG TSR 3TH-310H &5 # o 21 7 w9 Y o/
YT WY &3 3 S § A ANl A RE-3RE PRI ferd 8 & implementation d H81 7 81
BIS B, 3 GUR AT STH1 AT - 9 FATAT Bl A BRAT MY, TT TaTHSH Bl W BT
tIII%QI ERICINS EARI TRBR %f, delivery mechanism R ?[ IR implementation ?:Iff?[, AP TN
mglﬁwwﬁﬁmmﬁﬁﬁmﬁombudsmanﬁ'ﬂ?ﬁmiﬁaﬁﬁwg
TP IR BT S RIS BRI &, ITHT JRd 8l (BT SY AR F ASHG FeH T o I T |
3 T %. i 9189 7 &% Rwr= & 9 7 gema fg £1 919 scrutiny of the outlays - I8 a1 fegat
|El & 6 ST ¥ outlays & ST scrutiny 811 TRIT m T, &1 4l fovam T, Il <78 @ gol, I8
T NI m 1 B classification of Government accounts, reforms in banking in general and
Reserve Bank in particular AR adoption of transparency in Budget-making. ﬁwmﬁ'ﬁﬁ%l ERl
TR FHART HATAY faaR & 6 1 5 {521 S AT 81 53 3felal 3 9ewi 7 o8 g9 A
99 TIT fHar 21 e ISR TR & IR H G XY 2, 7 #3i 9@ el & aR 6 G
AU €, foeld ST & IR H, TN $ IR H, APH6ed iR Re=i & aN 7 goia 137 51 g9 7R
NREGA & aR #, Sixth Pay Commission & TR H 3R [¥aT$ & @6 IR =1 &b IR 7 91 g9 ey &1
F amue! faears e g 5 37 99 W Sriard) 8RR wrgew e sy i o o we 8, Sud
39 AT & SR Heaqol faar << 6T SE| STaTIT Feied, ST & A1 # oo JfgRIY PRl
g 1% S9! consider I return B BT BT BN

ft Sg=TRTIOT QI (ISR : TR, FUR St 7 TAHE SRATSS BT U R SN (). .
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, the question is:

That the Bill to authorise payment and appropriation of certain sums from and out of the
Consolidated Fund of India for the services of the financial year 2009-10, as passed by the Lok
Sabha, be taken into consideration.

The motion was adopted.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, we shall take up clause-by-clause consideration of the Bill.
Clauses 2 to 4 and the Schedule were added to the Bill.
Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.
SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA: Sir, | beg to move:
That the Bill be returned.

The question was put and the motion was adopted.

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION

The increasing obscenity and vulgarity in television programmes being
shown on different channels against cultural ethos of the country

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, we will take up Short Duration Discussion on the increasing
obscenity and vulgarity in television programmes being shown on different channels against cultural
ethos of the country. Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad.
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sft I TiHR TG : AT STAHTIRT HEIG Y, AT $9 AT Al Aecd & 997 TR 31 dre BT
IR & 8, g forg § onmuest s g1 3 fewofl o’y #R & ugel W S8 ¥ U qard
Sodl 8 f § fora eRraa o a1a &1

T HE-I e : B A e & eRad |l

oft Xfa Tiehx URATS : 5 BTSN H SRIdT |IN S © St 3ndY | & B ffReR €, Leader of Opposition
IHYT e Sff €, 9 0 1&B e 8 9o € ok d W 1&B ffRex W81 g1 89 91 4 U9 iR
FA 81 7 TSt BT IS Fawht g1 et A Sft ot ugel Hifsan o gAh I8 €, g B 8
3IR Srercht Al R8T E1 37001 ST BT Al 950 ATIP 9 ©, i 30 Add A1 -H1 59 1 Jig &
3R 59 |t @l U @I STares! W e € <9 F Ui, wEer & ufr | & e & wu H §
U9 &b AABRI DI GHIT g SR ST § I B a1 ST §, AT I a1 BT §, LAl B ard
PRATE, AN Y 9 914 BT 984 T4 & [ qRA § SHP] I8 SIARGK (AP 3N 81 We are indeed
proud of the great growth of media and television in India.ﬂﬁ%@%ﬁﬁ,%ﬂmﬁﬁﬁ
N FATGY, TE 2005-2006 BT IVRER 316 =of I9= B R 2, T8l T 11 31 I18 8, SHD
qE PIs 9 TN 81 Al JASUMI 59 I H 9T e IS TR TS =Jof 4o § -
RaNfEHa, diwen iR Tefl, ) Tiee TR 18 HRIS T1 3R 5 AN TS § Al T Q¥ &
60-70 Eh_@@?fﬁﬂﬁé@ AR EIE_?T%I TITHIT 2130 WW%Again correct me if | am wrong.
You are the best person to do so. IR T IS W BT TR AT Seft ST TR fafr=
ATT3H & TS B

[SuqTege (1. |91 $RI) Tori gul]

R & T TR & I @ F S BIRMT B g, AT 712 Rl F ot IR E, et
SR AT AT BRI Bl 3R & el ol a1 o, 1 < P SIRIA H oTHT 325 ATl FH I3
2l Their signals are there. Correct me if | am wrong. This is what | have heard. All the more good,
480. T 175 B SISTETS HRA & By the satellite principles and guidelines which we follow. 3t
HEIET, Y3 R AT BRI, a1 db W) SR © o6 59 <20 H 24 € FATH=T Areaii 7 45 =
T 21 319 MM SR fIT ST A AT SUHHIEE S, §6 QU H 11 PIIS SenfaorT 89 © -
ATATE, PBiadl, GIEI el 3R 3R Ueh .1, 5-6 AT Wl & Al 9 <2 P AT 65-70 RIS
QART SIS <RI 81 31F ST 7T SRINGC-C-8 1 31T &, SHDI ¥oT AT & WIS D! T AT
Wﬁ‘g’s‘%l We are very newsy people Television entertainment is rising very fast. WWWW
e & No news is local news.ﬁmmﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬂﬂﬁé,a—éwmﬁﬁﬂiﬂﬂﬁ
T & 3f1R I8 AN MY TS H Bl Bl YT 41 8, AR 3R IFH Pec 8 Al Sexed ol a9
ST 81 579 H 37751 69e A dlel 381 g Al g3l WbR AT TS {6 89 U B JATSE] b R qHD
21 Ut sfics B & wieH offt 0, § @fthia w9 A o €1 09 &) 59 9 ST e R © o 9w
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4.00 P.M.

AR AT W1 B 3R TH I AT Bl WHHR HIAT AMNRY| Ahc= & AT &H SAra1 B &
ATIHR BT T TR HH-FH TP I -DHARS TIh] U= FHRT AU Bl 7, 98 g &1 vy
3T g1 S214 B YH.IST. & R e sifover fovan, e IR Jax a1 qo 91 offd &
P U T SRYTE B ST §, STAHTEIE Sff, {6 I8 6918 & FTa S ¥R 61 SN HRp
T I 11 TH.AIST. BT TS fpar, Rida! gim B 7 SRR afere AT 81 a1 oF R
AT AR FAAIRGT T & A1 S9! SHST T W HRAT A1 | SAAT Jeid : FHIS w0 I

YR H S Sehfae &1 foRiy EGH%\' We need to be very proud of that. SUHHTEIET Gﬂ, Q?HET?CI% -
Freedom of media, TR Mg g right of creativity, deRT o ® obligation towards society. 3:@@?
o 1 R 81?2

ITAUTEE ST, | 10 79 ¥ Yo waTel JudT § & T, TRHR, TS, ol 3R W), 395
I 9 =1 Red1 812 I8 a1 U dildba sl | S92 SodT 81 STaYegel Sil, A1 9931 I8 § fb IR
B Gs S TR A eI g1 a1y b Foi1 BT ARAT G WY1 $9S A1 B, 377 AI2qD I8 A1
2 % I &1 PR a1 STgEd 81 81 A1 6 E¥eRI & WRIER Q81 Sl I8 basic

bench-mark &I Censor should not kil creativity, and the Right of Creativity should not be so

irresponsible that it pollutes the time-tested propriety. Jg H AD ﬁg FHB! THSHT EI@_‘ , il qgd

AITIR Bl IfpT s IR TT&HUT AT DT JTIHHAUT I ST &1 STAUTEIET ST, 3719 ST g™ B
P, T I8 W AN 1 H I8 THIOGAT 4 FeGd BT ¢ [ TRPR Bl GHHT 5897 98d BH
?Fﬁ ﬂT%K{I We need to respect the freedom of the media and the Right of Creativity, and the
Government should have a minimum role. <Ifeh=T THXAT A1 © 3R 9 89 69< H &, 3R I3 I8 o
FAT T, A1 89 SAPT IR g1 TS, AT a7 SR 81?7 595 4TS GHRT a1 27 § $B ard
3T GeABR BT dT8d g - HIRSAT A i, i AT & AT 89R A7 &1 3779 Taferd] Bl o<”
ﬁ’cﬁlﬁﬂ’, oifpe Ud sting oepration 31T Udh R mﬁm & Y| I sting operation 7 EIE Eﬂﬁ
I9%! fied gy <@ 21 918 H HIeH g3l f T8 URT sting operation T /T| 9T 89 S T B!
R PR AH? I FATd Hel 7 Ll SOl IS ? &9 b [hal g1 & X T, IqH! I

ufasst Eﬁ, NAHTT 'ctﬁ, His entire reputation stands completely destroyed before his pupils, before his

students, and also before the society. SUTHTEIE] \_rﬁ,Q_cE CARER WW%IWWWWW
o1 T8 T TAIST 31T oY | SHHT U IS M9 BT IR o1 S g wme 81 W o e A
IDT Uy AT N1 AT SHBT 2T BT IR AT &, I8 =<l A AT AT 3T AR GHABR [l 7 qaran
& areb! I7a aTel S AT b ST UgF MY, TV AN UH.SMS.IAR. IR I8 & (b sqa! A IR
et =nfey, e o9 e 1 g9 i faamidn) a1y S99 ofRa &1 ATHRTS IReTi 1 FHi3T How
she feels? el I8 & T 7eT # AR $© AT 7 oRAT-TERI § 98 - 371 21 3R SR &F U1,
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RS R Sfl, MaT T8 el <t gFfl, T Afeer Rferadt & forg o el oft 3ik dg & B
Iq@! St I$& TR B 81 51 39 YA I M I6 I AR} Afeell B AR, 3MID! BT o
ET%\', It was down right atrocious; | have not the slightest doubt in saying that. ?T&*a?ﬁﬁ:ﬂﬂT%Q,
YE DY b BT AN ? A I FATA &1

IUGHTEE SfY, STeT U 3R § 39 39 & ToilfaeiT & gexeie ok Hfear 3t arie wh f
I < A Tgd AP P fBY &1 AT AN gexeTHe Bl UHIRIES BT g 19| 37 A1E ©, A
efifas 3 fede & ST €, ST iR Afive €, &, i o7 €, 3717 o] § 984 fad & a1
<Y &1 g1 SUGHIEIE ST, U8l 519 89 2141, f$de & foTg ST =<l &1, 3179ep! A1 81, A1 89 S
B BN Bl o S &9 AN TAR @1 die 781 <, RYeael A18d 1 €, He has also been an equally
important face on television debates. e I 7 BT 3TU&T 1 b 31T civilised debate BRT, AT
TRT BT AR HRY AR AET- AT AT 27 H &R AT B [$dT BT WIR 1 51 I PR
H S T & Hee 8, STHT AT /R 931 1 IR IS YIUM YR BT 8, AN SAPI ATgd el
I 8, Afb Heley, faadd Fel 31 W2 2, Ig 9gd s 3 oTexd ol faawd gsf o & & a1
a1 &, 9T oI B, FAT ANT ST T8 82 19 Fardl gfty {5 VT a9t BT 82 99 918 7, W
T I3 3720 S &, S Tl & wiRwise 91 9 uifafedd SRS & Sav ovd 31 S8 J51 9
HET b A ST, § ST AR BT AP SRT 1T o1, R o1 &1 AT WIS 9, ST A1 -J1e T
9 FET 1% MTID! FAT B AT 872 ST el [ FIT i), AoThel Je! (9T 3, ST Wil HR &
oT| SUFHTEE TR, TIH TS T I8} & 3R 3% 971 9aTdl I8 I &, AN F&dl & fb I ArT
G TTEd 81 59D Y I FaTel IodT & [P 319 e it =g 87 v feas gg sifder g
T {3 <21 a1 <11 AT © iR ga! WET A JATID! 1 21 They are important issues. We need
to understand them. 8IS, ST #< @SN 2, 98 I8 © [ 30 R °Oe@d & 419 Sl Udh qad a9
TR B, 98 & TRP &1 I, the politics of Television Rating Points. ST 31TST & S1f¥d 31-
ArEefhe TRIF A 81 BT &1 PIS Hadl © [ TART ITd Fa TS1 o] T 8, Al P 57 TS Bl
TRP ¥ BHRT @ISC HUR 8, Al $ART HET 8 [b IT! TRP BT @IST Teb g9 A HUR AT, A a9 &

1T B9 SR Tl MY 51 SUGHTEIE FRId, § TS 39 B1SH B gS! T8 | I a1 a1l g (o

The greatest fraud is being played on the country in the management of the TRP; and | say so with

full sense of responsibility. TE S BIE 110 TT 112 HRIS BT &1 T&T TH AT ST WIS YOI &1 S7=i
BB I Y8 ATHR T PR 71 3R <9 § $© TR Aled 9 Ay 7201 oo e A ¥ 3y a9,
I T8 Al e TS 6 89 I8 T HX 6 371 ST A B 3R 39! IS B Bl 59 D!
ST areelt B, a1 smue! farsmae e ST areedt @ve & forg oS atet =nfew) ong aid o7 &
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T 999, YT faHT 81 This is the whole unfortunate nexus. 31 AT & b BN Selifaei H &M
B dTel U 3 U 37 AN &1 §AR JoT T’ 3§ U 3 37 AN 8, S < B I I a1ed &
o <91 B STF] 93 YET & AT S BBl IS 81 87 I7b U 3Db! Teb I U W 8, AfebT I
Pl SaT ® 5 et et Rt 981 8, Riife $9% TRP &1 ®1 That is the real problem.
IYFTEE FEIGY, T TS I TS © b T <=TeT Bl Uab P1iehA o1 fh 591 921 & foral o Raf
AT B2 | remember that programme, a five-day programme, on the rights of our oppressed people,
one symbol. TR YS9 & el a ot wer ot fh a8 gfera wsfha W e wmT A iR T ;R &b

A I8 | E] el W SR T He would ride on that cycle even after 60 years of independence. STd

I8 99 IR BT TR B S O a8 ATSfhol TATI TE T ST IS IS T, T Hal fb
YT I/ QU DI TP Ig IS FART D1 5 a1 F IO B AT b 5% A H 95 armt
Qe & 3R AT St § §9 IR 3MTUdT SR AL 15 What steps are you taking to undo this wholly

non-transparent TRP business going on in this counrty? What is their accountability? Who has
created it? What is their legal sanctity? All these things are required to be taken note of. # fIER &
31T § 3R B AN e AT & AT I8 IR 39 4 W AT 21 a8 R v o e 781 21 Ay
AT H JI-AH eS¢ a1 91 TAT BN L (ALH)... SR IS $T 981 81 7, Biel 7 76 8,
3R W &1 8 oIk T, q el 8, feb g # 81, el § g1 i e & 9)1 s
T$ 2, facelt 1 et W fsnu= a7t €1 af farsmos e & 1 ong afer anfee) afs o ater arfey
a1 g 81 98 IS TR 9 T 81 /A SN, § W HRAT A1, {1 A FEl © fF F e
ARHRI EWIET &b TPHY H 71 §, But it is high time you should have a law, have an autonomous
regulator to determine the TRP of all the channels in the country by a proper support of law and we
are willing to support you. I H 3T HET ATEdT § TS 2 4 714 BT A1y foh fegeam &
S d9ed &1 SPT NT 3 U1 fHueT TRAT & We are proud of that growth. 31T fEgwI™ &
TSI & o1e U ac€ & R YU 4 311 &1 $8d IR ¥ SAMGR] § A1 TS 3R 397 Bl
e HRAT TS S U ST WYeleR 8l, 394 M1 & M @ T8, 9 | =ard fga A 81, 4
ARl 77 BN [rea § 6 98 g9 TRP HY ¢ WY O BN A1, WU s, S a9 iR
3TaR qTgoT T8I 7 1M AIMRTI This creates the biggest vested interest. B AT s 3T 397 faem
PO TN A BT P U iR TR § ...(FAEH)... 379 & 9= e &1 w9y g, a1
P &1, # 9gd we@yUl a1 Ped S Je1 g U e B F91 81 A1 3ifda | Sff,
JAMIHT S el &, ATTD! ATE BT o Bact Heded wel &b 3fiid MY Yo B H R IRE e 31
fargmoe o wadt €1 amae! aal & o fagmae fava < faaman ST 21 st s &1 St Areen
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Y I 2, § S a1 ug wR o1, [1-< fasmel $1 oex 9gd a1 gg) 98 §9 Aifew fean, =i
PgT fh TedReIgHT BRI, STH! U 37ex Bl die! 7, 98 S < &1 91 I8 fawg srgaR A 31

T TESIRCISSIHE BT F o Tadhrel It | = 931 o foran & #30 oft, vearergHe sifvra
PO T1 BRI 59 T I8 AN BT 2, STaTd AT &, Td A (A9 HT VS ATl BT PIG &cA 81
GITEIT%\I Some of the advertisements are very good. Fﬁﬁﬁwaﬂﬂw%\', H—ETQEBEETHEFEF?IEF[
e &, ¥ Us BIeT $<i1, Us BIC dsd! & A1 8141 8, I8 81se A1 fhufefadt &1 Sud
w1y & W e W e o €, S R wfikensit & ufy e g1 s 8, # 8 fog
&1 DT TN Te1 BR Hebell §1 371 fI=ma1 # bl fehyfefadt el giclt 81 #20 Sit amra Srrweht et o
It is plain and simple commerce to promote good. 3‘\‘1‘%1‘2’ SUP IR H X fIaR HeA tI@.TITI
IUHTEGE ST, J&1 AT S1-<H1 A SR BEl &1 U8 Sl SR Bl a1 B &, THY g8l & af
BY g9 P STAR daol1 TS, ST 53 < H ST RIaRIe IRAT 9 Wi¥ g9 &1 g2 8 a1 S uid
BRI iR F9g ¥ Joax B9 ol I8 7 9 {6 59 oAl B S Ui fRE F a9, offd
IR T91 U 3iR 493 & 1 I <=1 a1 e 1 7 S9! U IETeR0T o1 A8 § o 1995-96 &
Teres H fE<) bl 3 Saet FT dTel T Pl folkasl &1 U Fer 81 171 AT 9 T $71 B8 & b 4§
ITH! FEH & ITd IR TG DI [FAd o] HR AHT g -3 NAPR FaIaR W Madr 9
Qe w1 32 &, TH T forkg T2 911 I 99 W98 SRR A18d 1 1942, U dd TR 3 T M1
foran, 7o s @ B <@ af VAT &, S Raerdr T, It was the height of romantic creativity. I8
T <27 H AT BT 1T T ST ABrg an 6 QX <91 H 9 A1 %8 A1 H 39+ il 9 wgm
5 I8! fegwa ©1 59 S & |el 79 1 e SRl 81 H afToTdhet <@l § 3 77 9 o
2, Y LAY 1l E, T AT MM B A HEdd 2 6 3y FAR et I IRAY, TERT AT FEA1 ¥
M9 FAR T8t T TRAY, It SR, Fecht B, R ff e 21 ve A9 o wet WRmarg
BT @ BT IR B BT 8, AN < I8 81 a1 TSI W& H spiritual T4 31T &, IADT T
et 9t 21 o1 IMRE g1 AN R €, I ST fha 9 7, Afd g ®n g e
CelifasT BT g f$4T has gone haywire. 3T T el Tt Wt HITY 1 M9 MSAT F 15T B
HeId PR TS €, AT WIeH 3T 3/ Bl HIcl B I8 1 W BT 4 I8 e 0] 31 781 51 § 9gd
foreTera & 3ram WA & AN | BT AT 6 §F S Y¥ ATBRI BT THH B 8, offh o1d
B 9O # 950 T A AR STaTeeE! <% & Ui a9 21 81 At 2 5 oot A9 s fewfor <t
<ift 801, B Gohel © T 39 Bl B A-ed TR ART e G Su, offee wae A Siaee gl
R P FRT 9 TN T 3R SR TARY HifeAT & i, Yexe e & 3 99 Saa el 3 GHsi al i
& & forg it 91d 81 2, 9 IS W S0, Ig4-95d g=IaTg|

DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, on this particular topic of media and
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its self-control, 1 would like to say that as a democratic country, we are giving a lot of freedom to the
people as well as the media. The survival of democracy is in the hands of the media. The media has
to impart proper knowledge to the people. If they understand the people's mood, and if they work on
what is needed for the country, then, the country will develop. But, taking advantage of the freedom,
which is given in the Constitution, and interpreting article 19 (2), that freedom of expression allows
everybody to say whatever they like. It would then mean there should be a law to curtail it. But the
laws, which are available with us now, are very vague in every respect. If we look at Sections 292 and
293 of the Indian Penal Code, it gives a lot of exemptions, justifiably for public good; for example,
those in the interest of science, literature, art of learning, or, for bona fide religious purposes, or, any
ancient monument, within the meaning of Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains
Act, 1958, or, any temple, or, any car used for the conveyance of idols. This is a basic structure-on
which our democracy has been built even before the colonial countries had occupied our nation. It is
no doubt that every temple, Hindu temple, is depicting various postures. The Konarak Temple, which
is one of the major attractions for all the tourists, is the best example. But it is a part of science.
People have to explain to the ordinary persons who may not have the advantage of knowing what sex
is. But it should be confined to only those persons who need it. But when they make things available
in every aspect, and advertise certain things in order to sell their product, which is in no way
connected with sex at all — they include sexual words and pictures in it — we have to find out under
what definition they are doing it. If you take the Information and Technology Act, Section 67 allows
publishing or transmission. It is not clearly defined. At the same time, it has given the punishment
period of 5 years to 10 years and a fine of Rs.2 lakhs for violation of the law under Section 67. If you
take the Indian Penal Code, the punishment is only for two years and a fine of Rs.2,000 or Rs.5,000.
These are all contradictions under which we are having laws. Now, when there is a contradiction,
what is the definition that we take? There is no definition at all in our law. But, when we look at the
definition of the U.S., the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statute defines it in Section 5909. It says, "The
average person applying contemporary community standards would find that the subject matter
taken, as a whole, appeals to the prudent interest." This is a definition given by the Americans. If we
take the definition of an Eastern country, say, Japan, article 175 of the Constitution says, "It aroused
and stimulated sexual desire, offended a common sense of modesty or shame and violated proper
concepts of sexual morality.” The U.K. defines it in the Obscene Publication Act, 1959, using the
words "deprived and corrupt”. These are the words which we have also borrowed when we

amended the Act in 1969.

Sir, the Supreme Court of Canada, talking about undue exploitation holds that the dominant test
should be the community standard. However, it is the standard of tolerance, not taste, that is
relevant. South Africa's definition talks about (a) child pornography (b) explicit violent sexual

conduct (c) bestiality. In that way, every country has its own definitions. The European Convention
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of Human Rights says, the definition must be clear, contextually sensitive and responsive to the
progress in the knowledge and understanding of the phenomenon towards which the legislation is

directed. Vagueness is dangerous.

Sir, it is high time that we brought in a proper law. We need not ban everything because we do
not have the right to choose channels. It is in the hands of the common man to make a choice with
channels. But we can have one test. If the grandfather, grandmother, daughter, son and
grandchildren can all sit together in their living room and watch television and if all that they are

watching is acceptable, then there is no question of obscenity. Thank you, Sir.

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT (West Bengal): Sir, this is a very important topic and | express my

appreciation to the Chair for giving us time to discuss it.

When it was known, Sir, that we are going to have such a discussion, | heard several
commentators on television asking the question: Is it the right of Members of Parliament to decide
what viewers are going to watch on television? It is not the job of parliamentarians to decide what
channel, viewers are going to watch. But Sir, | think, when there is such an outrageous violation of
certain minimum norms which have been set up, both in the Constitution and in various laws
prevailing in India, it is certainly the duty of parliamentarians to discuss it and suggest remedial
measures, and particularly so, when, as my colleague, Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, has said, certain

channels descend to the lowest depths while chasing TRPs. Of course, there are exceptions.

Sir, as a participant in women's movements, which for several decades now have been fighting
against assault on the dignity of women, the aspects which | would like to focus upon are the
portrayal in sections of the media, demeaning women, treating women as sex objects, commodifying
women's bodies. These are aspects, Sir, about which we have laws in this country but which are
being flagrantly violated. It is this which | object to. There are, at present two types of portrayals of
women which, | think, are objectionable. The first is, as | said, which treats women as sex objects.
The second is that which assaults a woman's dignity by portraying her in an extremely submissive,
subordinate and passive role; a woman who in the name of self-sacrifice and sacrifice for the family,
or in the name of some cultural constructs, permits the worst kind of atrocities against herself and
her own body. That also, Sir, is extremely demeaning to women. We have seen serials which show a
woman who is a victim of rape falling at the feet of the rapist and saying that she would be helped if
he marries her. This is also very demeaning. The reason why these kinds of images of women are
being portrayed — it is not of academic interest — but it is directly related to public behaviour and

public approach towards women. We cannot deny the huge reach and power to influence minds that
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the television has. Sir, studies have shown, both internationally and in our own country, the influence

that such portrayals of women have in shaping public approaches to women.

And that is why, it is of direct interest that a control should be put on this. My party, Sir, and the
Women's Organisation — | have been associated with the All-India Democratic Women's Association
— have made it very clear. We are entirely against any type of Government censorship. In the name
of censorship to censor channels, and, particularly, news channels, is abhorrent to the minimum
norms of democracy. We are opposed to it. We are also opposed to the Government taking on itself
the role of the upholder of the so-called morality. | am opposed to any kind of moral policing. But, 1
want to differentiate between moral policing in the name of culture and the dignity of women, the
integrity of women's bodies and the commaodification of women. Therefore, what | believe and what
is required today is, what the Supreme Court had suggested many, many years ago, and with so
many recommendations have come to the Government, /.e., to set up a public authority, set up an-
independent regulatory authority with representatives of the public who can decide a code of
conduct. 1 can tell you very clearly that the media has utterly failed in any type of self-regulation. And
it is this utter failure of the media in self-regulation, it is the utter failure of these bodies set up and the
associations set up by the media — whether it is the Advertising Council of India, whether it is the
Indian Broadcasters' Federation, whether it is the News Broadcasters' Federation to implement their
mandate, to have some kind of self-regulation that today Parliament is forced to have a discussion
like this, and to say, ""No more. We are not going to tolerate this assault on women's dignity; we are
not going to tolerate this promotion of obscurantism, this promotion of superstition, this promotion of
caste-based identities which are harmful to oppressed castes, which treat with contempt poor
people". This kind of thing, Sir, is abhorrent to public broadcasting and, therefore, we believe it is
time the Government should come up with an independent regulatory authority, and | stand here

today to forcefully make that demand.

The second point | want to make in this is, my friend has given many examples of what is
happening today, which are very, very accurate and correct. But, you look at advertising today in this
country, Sir. It seems that these advertisers have absolutely no code whatsoever. You look at the
recent advertisements which have come for male deodorants. | mean, they are just absolutely
shocking and obscene, and they make an absolute mockery of woman's sexuality. | am not against
the depiction of woman's sexuality. You see it in Khajuraho; you see it in Konark. That does not
undignify women. But, here you have an expression of woman's sexuality which is nothing

but sensationalism; nothing but the use of women's bodies and nothing but titillation. It is absolutely
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outright objectionable. And all these advertisements which utilise women's bodies from selling soap,
to cars, to computers, there has to be some limit, Sir. The Advertising Council of India has this
Consumer Council. | know it because we have made so many complaints to it. How many
complaints have not made on behalf of my organisation? Only recently, we have made two
complaints. We have made a complaint about 'Fair and Lovely'. Why ? It is because it is a racist ad.
In a country like India, you are trying to demean people who have a dark skin; you are promoting
fairness; and you are promoting fairness by the use of chemicals which are hazardous, apart from
everything else. This was several years ago, Sir. | had made a complaint. They set up some
mechanism, but, till date, those ads are continuing. So, in this type of advertising code, | am afraid
to say, the Council has utterly failed and the Government has also utterly failed because the
Government had set up a Committee. That Committee, Sir, had various representatives of various

sections. My organisation, AIDWA was also represented on it.

It has given its report; | mean, it was a very partial report, | do not agree fully with it. But, there
are some very important recommendations that committee has made. The Government is sitting on it
for the last two years. What is the use of setting up a committee to look at code of conduct if you are

not bothered to implement at least some of the recommendations which may be very positive ?

Then, one more thing | want to talk about, on news channels. Our news channels have a certain
element of support because there should be no censorship on news. Just now, | was sitting in the
Centra! Hall of Parliament. | do not want to mention the news channel because | am not specifically
targeting or pointing to this or that news channel. There, it says, so and so, ﬂﬁi\[ foran %\' News. What
is being shown on that channel, right now? 'Belly dancing' with women who have very little clothes
on. Now, since when this belly dancing, depicting women with very little clothes on constitutes
news? The point is, even as far as news is concerned, this is the manipulation of news to utilise
women's bodies, to push up the TRP ratings. This exactly is what | say, Sir, highly objectionable.
Within this also, something is probably more shocking and, that is, the use of children and use of
children's bodies. | have seen, Sir, video films made, picturisation of songs. It is very good to see
picturisation of songs, they are good, they make you happy and they are very entertaining. But, there
must be some standards on picturisation of songs. You have young women attired in school uniform,
thereby showing them, as school girls, depicting themselves to attract the male gaze in a way which
is really harmful and damaging to the young mind. Is this something we can accept or tolerate in the

name of freedom of the channels to project what they want to project?

| had earlier made this point and | want to reiterate by quoting a survey which we have done. We
had gone to Delhi University and Amity University. We had a 500 questionnaire. We questioned
young boys and girls of equal number. You will be surprised to find. We had the list of some of the TV
programmes which we felt were highly objectionable. Some advertisements were really demeaning

to women. 80 per cent of the girls we spoke to felt that they were really demeaning and should be

281



scrapped. But, unfortunately, the large majority of young men who were interviewed felt the exact
opposite. Some of the comments that they made were so revealing because their feeling was that
girls want to be portrayed in that way and, therefore, it was permissible. So, in other words, you are
projecting a picture as though young women in this country or women in this country equate
modernity with the number of men that you can sexually attract! This is how minds and frameworks
and mentalities are formed. Is this what modernity is going to be about? Is this the projection of
modernity which is going to help young people to understand? So, this is what is extremely

objectionable, Sir.

Therefore, | would like to reiterate that firstly we are not for moral policing. We know, in the name
of culture, the most retrograde codes are imposed on women whether it is the dress code or
behavioural codes; | am not, in the least, in support of any type of moral policing from any quarter.
But, at the same time, this kind of freedom which is there today, used and misused by TV channels

and by many newspapers should be put to an end by setting up this regulatory authority.

Sir, my last example, and 1 am verv sorry that 1 have to do this; | feel a bit embarrassed also to
bring this up in the House, in front of so many of my male colleagues. But, the reason | want to do
this is because it is not just fly-by-night television operators who are here today and gone tomorrow.
Sir, this is one of the most respected and read national newspapers. This newspaper on June 29,
and | am going to lay this on the Table of the House, — has got a page which is "Evergreen Legends
of Dilli". And what are these evergreen legends of Delhi, Sir? You excuse me, Sir, and my colleagues
may excuse me if | just talk about this. ..,(/nZerrupz‘/ons)... All my colleagues, vyes.
...(Interruptions)... What it says is that 'continuing the traditional art of bottom pinching in buses,
despite all odds. For being undeterred by age, caste, creed. ..... For the supreme ability to keep a
poker face along with his twitching fingers for leaving his mark behind on society'. And for those who
are nominated they are going to give award to two people. This is nothing but encouraging sexual
harassment of women in buses. How can we permit such a thing? | demand, Sir, the Government
launches criminal prosecution against those responsible for this. It is absolutely outrageous. It is not
an advertisement; it is a programme, which is being run by this national newspaper in which they are
giving awards for encouraging sexual harassment. It is absolutely disgusting and outrageous and |
certainly demand that the Government and our very sensitive Minister - | do not know whether it will
come under the Law Ministry or the Home Ministry or some other Ministry- to please look at this,
take action against it and make an example of people who want to try and add humour to an act
which is most degrading and objectionable to women. | strongly object to it, Sir, and | hope that the

Government will do something about it. Thank you.

it AT IR ([T U : SURHTIE AEIS Y, § 39 9gd AscaqUl vy w= diem & forg @t
BT 1 37T R I b 3fEx ARG Id qedi &b faxig #, St I 3 gl §s oreetiefd iR Hatarsi
P Soiud, S AEEYUl AT UR ¥ $ 3feR T4l 81 WE 81 W, R AR Sff T 3R ga1 S 7, A

282



ST = 39 R Q1T 9T e, § ST ATl § fiwTd Bt g 5 g9 An S ae I ifear @t
3ITSITET b REelT 2T &1 89 AN I8 AN & b 3TTST %1 P [T H ST 9gd Heayqul I gl
T ST 1 {5 519 faee! a1 geas 3 ®1s =e1 sl off A1 Tia & e S| a1 uge A iR 3
i & G H &1-1, -0 T @ A1 ot I Hifsan oik At Aew @l aeied € e A &
o #, IS H, UET # SR AR =il § gfRacd gY €1 37751 <% P iR 1ot a1 ot off wep
B B A BICT g1 A B & 1 IqD! AT g Absd b e il G5 AN b ard J 9ge Sl
2189 ARN @1 98 W A A1l f 39 WRA & ofeR, 39 fEgwaN & siar 7uiar gouie™ I,
WA T, ABTIHSedll @i, AT g BT oS, FERER MR W {48 99 i &
TERYT, I Rigial 3R ST et W T arel i W €1 g 99 diT 8, Sl U9 g,
ISP IGal DI ST 81 JATSTET &b T IR I8 81 8l ATl 89 AN A Fgl IR 22 ARG Pl U Fel
M1 ATl B @I Reality Shows 3T TV Serials & Raeld =&l &, <Ifth=T 31T Reality Shows 3R TV
Serials @ T UR gHRI HATET3H, e, Rigidl, 4R g1 7 84 il 3raRvr {47 3R 4R @l 5
9 T P 3SR I8 BT I U BIIGT-SIL a1, IB A1 Raerars &l 381 o1 § 431 #giey A
BHEAT ATEAT § 36 395 HUR U] THIRTT F FIa=1 IS ITI ST I % 31<T 39 ORE F serials
TR ST RE &, A9 AN A 530 WA b 3SR Bl 911 3R &9 A & a1t faare & faxiedt €1 8w
Tg Phed & f& 91t forare 721 8197 TR, ST 31T 559 ST & serials & 91899 9, "Eﬂf%ﬂﬂ-a%;["%
T A X TRE I AT AT [BA1 511 387 81 519 I 39b IR H YT 17 A1 81 g b I8
EIUEREICACEICAENCE R

R, 3ATST ST&T AT 3T TV Channels ¥ SM¥fth & fhed] S Serith @1 IRON ol &, reality
shows ¥ 37T -37 RIS 3R talented TANT GBS 31T &, I8! TP T8, $H SHTA | TS I1aT,
T BT AEAT IR UI-UH W ©, Rl § 59 98 § 91T 981 Adhdl, I8 TA¥ed BTy
aﬁﬂ,ﬁmmﬂmé%ﬁreality shows &I a1 BTs <INTY, § 3rq Hifsar & arferat 3
PEAT FATE § fF S TR TR 99 §, ITH W UH-3M8 <l Sl © {6 Yo @ 81 & 918
ﬁmﬂ?@’%advertisement mﬁnﬁrﬁé,ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁmmgﬁﬁaﬁéﬂﬁwm,
g @1 B1g Al JUIT  STTRAT X ATl NEH], SH A1 Pl IGTe 81 BRAT sl § aret1 a1
T ATEdT, T ¥ SAfTY IIeiT U &7 & A1 7 BT UdT IofT a1y b I fahe1 e wad 2l
T TV Channel § FHTAR & 18 TS Afeel BIF SN 8 3R TORI AR 4 Yol & [ 54 gaTl, oa
o, e ©C 81 71q1 98 diell & onfl 3 €< 81 7101 A1 ga diefall © o 72 € & 3fex 59 el 3
o @, T BT B WART TSI 21 39 ARE & 3R advertisement T SITET A1 ga1sy 6 fore oRE @1
TG AT OR 3R EHRY ST aTell STVer TR SITgm?

JR, § #30 St  Ppe Arean § o Ma &b Sfe” 9 AT Q@ © S Aa, I @ 81 Hel & afex
IR BIg A ACH! AT S AT ST T8 € <A U D8N SIKT & b 39 I8l DM AT SDM &
STFART IR 3NS5 I ST SFFART Tl &1 Sl o6 a8t Uk AR & UT §Y M1 U= T -1 8Iaf
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2, T T B9 1 WaRT BIT € SR IHA AR H TeAd Gaw S 81 A, 99, H e A g
31t U TV Channel TR & 7147, 981 IR 989 91 W& oY, 989 A 811 H&T f% 3R MMIH! I channel
TiE Tl & d1 MY 39 d8 PR <A1 A1y § I8 B a6l § [ I8 TP channel TEI €, 59 T8
% TH-V IR 39 channels & f& 8RR S channels BT 31T §8 &1 A1 @FT TV SEHT §€ $HR <30

U I8 919 H AT AT H AT A18< g P Y VH Music Channel &, fTRT Night Live NEWS
BT 2 3R 39 fIed Saturday @1 14 1, I9 W § HRA & 3 &I Hok T8 e 99 W -
TS 31eRT H foIaT ST & - The Biggest Condom. ¥R, I8 farat arfear a1 &

TR, B AN #A1 ST A I8 HeT argd & {5 7 O &F AN reality shows & RaelTw €, 7 89 serials
% Racr €, < 519 3 U1 fpy O1d €, 919 39 ORE & WU ST & §hg § JRd 819 & forg
SITA €, 1 9 3 BH $Ig U AT I91¢ I1 96T 39 TSR F R SX &Y, d1fh i1 F 3r¥efiel
91 &, 3refia faaR €, A R a1 a1 1T & §ia 7 7 914, KT S9 1R 7Tl 3R 081 §9RT
Ry g1 €Y 3R B fF ok S 50 v & SrdeH ) e 3 €, anfY sy Mfew foran 2, sy
U channels & RIaT®, TH BRIGHAT & RacT® FHss A HeH SoIY, difdh d 37 FHATS & I
eeiierdT = el gTd | 31 4R1 fward © 5 TR 39 iR & <

3T He1 AT 1 |99 {3, 9ga-9gd g=ara|

DR. K. MALAISAMY (Tamil Nadu): Thank you very much, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | appreciate
the sponsors instrumental for bringing this topic for discussion because it is very much the felt need
of the society and it is more timely also. In other words, a right topic has been chosen at a right time.
My job is pretty easy, particularly, after listening to Mr. Ravi Shankar Prasad and Shrimati Brinda

Karat. They have done enough justice to their job.

Coming to the subject, any place on earth has got its own origin, history, culture, character, etc.
in the same way, India has got its unique features in terms of its own culture and character. Sir,
particularly, | have got the greatest appreciation for our Hindu family system, hospitality, character
and culture in which a family has been buift. | have also got the greatest appreciation of how our
children are brought up, how elders are respected by children, etc. It is unique to India alone. We
have borrowed so many things from other countries. If we borrow right things, it is well and good.
But, at the same time, the Western countries' cultural invasion over India has done the greatest

damage. | mean, this is very much , instrumental because of our media.

Sir, yourself and the entire House knew that the Indian democracy stands on three pillars —
Executive, Legislature and Judiciary — operating through bureaucracy and assisted by the Fourth
Estate. Sir, the Fourth Estate, namely media, is a very important tool in our democracy. Media has

been playing its role in several ways. We appreciate the other ways. But, it has done the greatest
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damage to the society as rightly pointed out by our colleagues spoken earlier. A man is said to be
fully grown only when his body is grown, his mind is grown and his soul is grown, Unless body, mind
and soul are grown together, man is not complete. We look at it in this way. On the one hand, due to
media's influence, man's body is out, health is out, mind Is out and soul is out. | do not like to go into
the details at all. And, on the other, serials, advertisements and other features, in T.V. which have
been explained by our friends, have been doing the greatest damage to our society. This is how |
look at it. As rightly said by Shri Sudarsana Natchiappan, the law is inadequate. The hon. Minister
and the officials concerned may try to say that we have got this law, we have got this system and all
that. But, according to me, whatever may be the system in existence, whatever measure that we are

taking, they are all inadequate and ineffective. This is the first point.

Secondly, Sir, for any objective to be achieved, one should have organisation, manpower and
operation. According to me, your organisation or your operation is inadequate to meet the situation.
You have got legislation only for the name sake. What is the use of any law which confines itself only
to paper? It should be effectively implemented. There has to be an effective law and it should be
implemented effectively. Sir, unless law is rigorously implemented, unless persons are given
deterrent punishment and the violators are dealt with severely, things cannot improve. In short, what
| am trying to say is, law should be effective and the system to implement that law should be much
more effective. On the whole, the society needs that Television channels should be disciplined to the

extent, that our character and culture is safeguarded. Thank you.

Sir, you should thank me, because, today, | have completed my speech much earlier than the

time allotted to me. Thank you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): You have not done that. What you have done is:
you have taken up the speeches of both, Brindaji and Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad. Your points are also
there. You have also taken their points, | heard them. Anyway, thank you for sticking to the time. |

Will be very happy if you behave like this every time.

SHRI SHYAM BENEGAL (Nominated): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, 1 have heard with great interest
the earlier speakers. There is very little to disagree with them, except, | think, the conclusions drawn
are not something that 1 would entirely endorse because | believe that the Government has really very
little role in all this. Essentially, culture is dynamic. The whole process is evolving. What was culturally
unacceptable, yesterday, is culturally acceptabe today. And, what was culturally acceptable,
yesterday, is maybe culturally unacceptable today. So, it is a constantly changing pattern. When it

comes to television. ... (Interruptions)...
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): Benegalii, isn't there is something basic?

SHRI SHYAM BENEGAL: Yes, there is. For instance, you have classic culture; you have folk
culture; you have popular cultures; you have mass cultures. Now, the fact is that until the middle of
20m century, you really did not think in terms of mass culture. Today, you have to think in terms of
mass culture. And, this mass culture is made possible, essentially, because of the kind of technology
that we have today. For instance, television is part of this mass culture. The manner, in which
television functions, is incredible. We know that it has enormous power because it reaches
everybody. To me, the important thing here is really the fact that it is a social medium. Because it is a
social medium, there has to be a sense of social responsibility. Now, this is where really the problem
really exists. In our country, | can tell you, like, for instance, we have had the Censor Board for
cinema for many years. And, | do not believe that the Censor Board is actually an effective way of
regulation because it has not functioned efficiently in all these many years. It has not functioned well
at all. We have a certain kind of sense of cord. Obviously, that sense of cord is, essentially, based on
ideas that can be interpreted very subjectively. In any case, for instance, in matters of culture, in
matters of taste, it is a question of my word against yours. | do not believe that there can actually be
an objective way of judging these things. It is a question of | like it or | don't like it; or, somebody likes
it and other's don't. But, this whole debate has started because of a few programmes that are being
shown on television. Now, this particular set of programmes, as you well know, have been directly
taken from television, outside our country, that is, from American television. For instance Sach ka
Saamna is nothing but a copy of something, called, "Moment of Truth'. 'Moment of Truth' has been
showing even in India over a long period of time. Nobody objected to it. It is strange that nobody
objected to it because it is as though we are not offended if some foreigner demeans himself or
herself. But we suddenly get affected when our own people demean themselves. Ultimately, what is
this particular programme? This programme is simply, like, say, "I will give you so much money, if
you strip naked in public". This is what the programme is all about. It is a very simple thing. This
programme is demeaning to human being as such; it is a terrible thing; it is a terrible kind of
programme and concept. If anybody says, "Yes, it has got very high TRPs. Obviously, it will have
very high TRP. It is a simple thing. If there is an accident on the road, who does not want to watch
that? Everybody does that. If there is an act of extreme violence, who does not watch that?
Everybody watches that. Day-before-yesterday or yesterday, we saw on television a lady being
stripped and people were just watching, doing nothing but watching, just spectating. Now, this kind
of spectating is involuntary. It is not voluntary. People do not do it by choice. Similarly, pornography
is also the same thing. It is demeaning. After you have seen something like that your own sense

of self-esteem disappears. People do these things in private. For instance, if you go to a cyber cafe,
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you have young people, teenagers, on one side, and you have a dirty old men on the other side
watching porn sites. | don't particularly worry about that because they are individuals and they are

doing it in private on which you cannot legislate anything at all.

It is a very simple thing. Television is a social medium and if it is a social medium, it means that it
is going to be watched by public at large, often families; it is family viewing and 90 per cent of the
time, it is family viewing. But, even then, | do not believe that the Government has any serious role to
play in this. | think, what needs to be done is, we need to create regulatory, self-regulatory body.
That self-regulatory body of the Broadcasting Council or whatever, needs to have an equal number
of people from civil society. | do not at all believe that you need to have Government people on it. |
don't think the Government people should really be involved in all this. | believe that you need to have
a regulatory body which consists of people from the industry itself, television industry itself, and, on
the other side, you should have a group of people who happen to be members of the civil society. |
also believe that the casting vote should be in the hands of a person belonging to civil society. | think,
that is the most important thing. Otherwise, | don't think we can get rid of it, and, | certainly don't
believe that the Government has any serious role to play in this. | can immediately tell you that from
1928 we have had the Film Censor Board. Can we say that it has succeeded? It hasn't succeeded
because if you look at the history of the last 10 or 15 years, you will find that the Censor Board, which
has quasi-judicial powers, will actually give a Censor Certificate to a film. But then one or another
political interest will suddenly decide that they will | go and attack the cinema house. And, what
happens? Is that Censor Certificate worth anything at all? It is because often the Police will stop the

film saying that it is a threat to law and order. This has happened time and time again.

So, | personally do not think that the Government has any role. But | do believe that civil society
has a role in this and the Broadcasting Council itself has a role in it. | think, we can determine how to

set that kind of a body. Thank you very much.

sft T Tre (BR) : ST Teds weied, sl # U V¥ fawy o= i Sf 8T §, Si 31y
&1 AT BT, mass BT FHIRAT BT & IR HH-HH U471 a1 § b 98 o R w1 8, agrva 8
3R S B9 AT SRR §, 1R 98 FOIgd! o, 918 o ot SET 81 O, Afd sa i g wa B
SIS | ST BTdsh 31T I8 ©, ST BrishAl § et RIS 91 STl 81 3419 99771 |18d = Sl
FE fh BRI IR IRy T2l o Gt 7, § 99 AR 3 9894 781 § Hife o R faam
F o AR 91 2, A1 Ao & forg Y vas - 91 811 ) B BAR Uah 3 3 el {6 3R
ol § BIE HRM G A6 2, IS ATG-TH ST HTIHH ST A8 8, I8 HIIHH Fel 8 A1 ST
ITeT B AT 3R U ATIROT 19 -TT BT WA DTS Fel H B ST 8 3R S fory SHdT wREreH
Bl /A T, Al CATIOT AT ARG -BRIST AN S 5, IAH 3R PV obscene SETAT ST 7, HIS
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T a1 faars SRt 8, i @1 s s & forg ferman s &, =i 1 Fren femm & forg
BT ST &, A1 I9SP foTY 3R Bls Yol 3RATRST el 8T, A1 bR I8 A B Foim?
ISTERVT & foY § U |aTel dgi 1 A1edl g Fed| BT Ud PIIHH 811 § - Ie thed | BIC-BIC
T Sl BT [hed S € - SAD] aed T8l qHIRI, B FHII & (b SUH Bl & HIEdH | g1
violence @ ST & o 920 1 3FR 319 Ue & forg w2y, o a8 TR 1 S © 3R drga
Winvolveﬁﬁ'ﬁ%lﬂ’s’foreign ﬁwmﬁ%,wwaﬁborrowmw%w
BN BRI H T2 S BIeA S o [ ITDT UG BT HT 78] PRl 2

J UGTS B P folY ST BT TAR 781 81 51 3 cartoon films ¥ I8 ¥4 @ i & {6 e 4
BIS AR Y& T, IR A Pl AR AR 8T Tl 96 IR H S [JIR ST A12Y1 R, 3G § ""arferant
gy" & 9N H Hel Aredl gl "It gy # gedi 3 AR 81 S 21 3R MY 59 ¥ RIS Bl
T, T DS conclusion HeTet UTET, AP IR BIs IMeN & TR ST 1 SQ J&T Tl o
5 T= T-73 oM RS ITE B, SHD! ST B ID! T § I8 Bl © 3R Gg T & 18X Gl
Bl OIH 81 R 5 5 €, 6 €, I WR IDT OF 4 § PR <41 ¢ 15 g9 53 <@, g d1ex T8l
T §9 THR A Sl violence dTel W &, ST AMAIY Eft | TWRIG 8, S5 aR H &4 ANl B ST6%
AR HRAT =EYI 3R MY 7 W AR T S AT I7pT dgd g-1 YHIG TS| BAR U 3
37l 9 3BT AT Pel, WIS M B TG S A Hel oA, {6 v A, S wpd i SR o,
9P IR T Telfao § RI1-H1 81 @ Tt <fe 91e § 98 99 Toid IR T 59 YR 98
AT TN JAUHIA BT TS, 319 IHBT RT BIM? OIF BIs SIS Foldl &, judiciary BT ST Ferd &,
Afth Trae Hifar 4 81 omar @ fob so W fovan, 99 fopam a7 i 2iem 22 @ 39 950 "etean
T EARY AXDHR 9 W IAS 8] o Faoehl 87 T MY FISAT BT SRS PNl ? I§ U THR FARIT
M AT ¥ SR 5 G & G H &H AT Bl $B BT TS, T o I vt 81 S
BAR AT A 1 PeT (P 3Tl gai S WY SR Pls g4 e AIRIA IT Sellfgor & Ui
TG A T8 I8 M B B BIS SIS B Ol B A1 &9 AR RATE 379+ U7 I & aifes S d9
BT ST AP, S 3R &H ART & A1 HE| PIs ga] 901 § 3R el $V Tsds 8l SRl &, S [l
B AR o7, S9 & AW TEA AR 8, AfeT g9 @1 T8 e A €1 39 UeR e '
TRaTRe giRaer 7 Celifae el oxg Jad| T 8-, ST81 U 81 Seflfaeid &, S9I § 9! 99 $B
SEAT 21 3R WIRATR® URAeT T&1 T A1 GREeH IT CellfdoT <xg1 4fehe 81 Q| IR, $B
IS YT AT &1 B TS I1 37TeH § OIY Discovery Channel &, T SRa9T 9 &N TR &_d 21
Qe it Referdt oiet €, S "9 &1 G TS ST AT & i1 Id $F 918 89 991 TR
S UR 37T 21 SHH TR R Y9 9N © 3R U BRI $uY e 1 3B 6 a8
5 ! | AMMIS! TR o1, T o7, IRIR F IR # = GIfely 3R T HRIe TIY I8Y 3NR
ST I 1 R 31T I W B T I8 WIRAS "I a9 SRIsuRy” @) oRE B S I Bl e
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9 99 "wR A" R faar 21 WR, § oud wie § aaT $RA1 9redn g 6 59 W ) b
T AMMEYN SR AT RAeh TSI S AT A dTel FHY § 87 AR BT g Jfehel BIITI BH HHI-
P I & b AR A SIS <@ &1 11 U 91e 91 o1 718 &, 3 aTel 99 H U U Ry an
ST fo6 AT ST ST 98 R < SR R e & Aeq g% 8, AT R AN g B
g9fery o} & U1 B B BRY, R obscene T8t & ATy TG, SN & 9R S # o1<6T
1 39 91 IR SRR fIaR BT 1R 31T 83 HiebT (31, $9 7Y 3TepT g=yare|

st Arn g (72 w=en) ¢« STeRug IuwHTEde S, 39 favg ) W) urdt @l ofR & &7 I
TR TATE ST < 984 81 GaR ARIP 3 AU a1 X © 3R I Yd aehradl 7 9 BIB! FO HHR STel
2159 |y § Y3 70 3R I M SI-9R a1 Heil 5| TG a1 Bls 18 T8l 81 Afd I8 9 8
3% g drer & oy ATEs ) ST 81T 8 3R 39 I & WER 8 3Teellerdl 3% 1frsed & neeid
P TS TS TE Wl | $H TG B SN BRIHH 1M T, ITH! 7 U ave o Farot faRiedt € agam
% HIRX | BN aTell 1Al W T A1dutd ifeh @l iR rae FateT @Y st WA gl €,
AP TG T I AT 7 BB AASTD 81 SR & 3R 9PT 3R fhell @fth R 7 T8 ¥
FATS TR TS 31 379 MY IFTERV F AR TR Ig! I SHorg o St JeedR YRR afeen sikit &
JABT T AP a1 B DI AITGT BT UTe, HIFSAT T BT ©, AP HUR DI 89419 T8l Bl
I ArIfTe TR 1 98 s I frarar 21§ wea arsdt g 5 O & e o yfier @
ITUET B oIFS D HITSAT W 1T HTIHA! F TR H ) B V... B BT # i wRIeR
B STIETT FSAT 9ol &1 YT T PR b FTqD! I TUET €, TfhT g1 A A S A=A 81 =18y
o5 it @t Foroft R, frrdia o w9 351 TR &1 a6 SHR 98 S SIS T8 O8v 9ol 3| 51
TF 9 TR wES A S it €, gt €, S wfeat 2, ok sufavear 2, sroted afRag f
fordm IR A TR S RIS 371 X2 &, 3719 IGH &< 81 7S 8, 98T U dR% 89 female foeticide P
I B &, Afh a8t Rt U A 7 a7 g5t B o A1 § 39 SR IRAR 9Tl Agd dt
O TS PR I &1 T 89 T QT 38 82 1 WIRISA H U S8 A Bl A1 IR T B A1l
2 3R 9 TASd! & A1 79 TRE TRAR 3 SR B & IR I8 98 I8 & al Gl FHsl | 7e1 o7l
2 T g% = e <2 1 99 Ua e Al WiRae €1 ot o 9 fsme 9 8 R =i &
IR H gd # ) F-T AT E, T TG & HRT H STBT TE < Ie¥HT A, Afe IF G I8 9d
o <11 8 5 il o1 geie Ui HRAT ATE B MUD! ST BN {6 S0} e ot a7
e &2 ST ST 3 91d1 WX faeamsy v € 81R ST 991dT < ¥R ¥ 981 39 79 oY ¥ € a1 S9!
31T S ARE B AT [T BR AT H I8 A <1 =18 & 16 I a1t g1 T8 © AT 79 &4 eI
TET 9T 81 A1 301 A A § e A i il gerasiie Hifear 2, .41, 8 9% WY Bl 98 <@
BT o ITa! TRNT T AT TR T IR TS V&1 51 S ki A H I8 HE1 aech g (6 G 981 §
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S AT BT T 2T T 3R I9F 3fER U JoroHd SR T&AHS 120 BT B Aiedled Y al
A, AT @ AR F o T 59 919 BT & G|

HRIG, IS ATEH | o1 3R P 2 f5 a8 S Mfean ok A &, 37 = A=l 81 < 49
et BT Ul 7, 98 9 PR TE Sff 7 @1 81 F W T IS adlerd 81 PRal g, 98 e sl
TS, B TS FaT H § SRR AR Bl 6 37 e IR Yo AT HAR ST el ST’ AN
B A1 3R $HS 7T BT G111 B SRR TSl & Al ARBIR Pl b Te| BT 1Ry, Hifep
g Afefth o1 AT & A7 & S §AR 1A% Aol f&d &7 A ff 7 oiR sifveaft @ =it
TSI Dl AR Afaer ot g% gorrord a1 a1 7, e siafd s9R ) I ifire f2d § SHe %R
HORTE 8l gafory § 78 Fa A fF ve Re et 9 39a) 999 v & forg seagife
Hfean &1 wad &, W & wae F 9l FiERT A MU BT A {6 STq d9E H 89 37 39 a1
DI IST 3B T, I 919 I WA & 187 370 &1 # O 8 aF g8t TR W SIS SIFTwddl IaT R BT
AT FHRAT AR, A AT 3reefierar € iR if¥rsean ot sif¥eafts g1l &, S9& Raais g9 oI g9
ERik:ca

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Now, Shri Shantaram Laxman Naik; not more

than seven minutes.
SHRI SHANTARAM LAXMAN NAIK (Goa): Sir, please give me ten minutes. | gave the notice.

The source of entire freedom which is being used by the electronic media is said to be article 19.
This article 19 is no licence by any stretch of imagination for the very fact that it mentions that nothing
prevents a State from enacting law to impose reasonable restrictions on grounds of public order,
morality and decency. This article is very clear, and, in no circumstances, it can be used as a
licence. Besides this, we have got section 292 of IPC, and the Indecent Representation of Women
(Prohibition) Act, 1986. In the later part of my speech, | will read both Codes Programme Code and
Advertisement Code - which is very much there under the Cable Television Networks (Regulation)
Act, 1995. This entire set of laws can never permit what we are talking today. Only thing is that there
must be a will to implement these existing regulations. Secondly, Sir, media, unfortunately, takes
advantage of the fact that we are scared of the media, or, our respect for the media. Even when Shri
Ravi Shankar Prasad was speaking, he was apologising after every sentence because he was * that

he might be misunderstood.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): Don't say that he was * That is expunged.

SHRI SHANTARAM LAXMAN NAIK: Naturally, Sir, we are politicians; we have to go to the field.

We are * Let me say, | am scared because we are public figures, we have to go to the people.

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): You can say you are scared; not in his case.

SHRI SHANTARAM LAXMAN NAIK: Today, why are we having a debate on this issue? It is not
because of all those serials being telecast on television. Umpteen times, we have discussed this
matter. The immediate reason for me, and others also, to give notice was the serial, Sach Ka
Samna. That provoked us to give notice and we have hardly spoken on this serial. What are the
questions asked? Question asked to a lady was whether she, at any time, thought of killing her
husband. This was the question asked. Then, in front of her husband, in front of her relatives, other
such questions were asked like, ""Did you sleep with some one else after your marriage?". By what
stretch of imagination, can this serial be permitted? | was shocked to know that a person like Vir
Sanghvi, the Editor of a leading newspaper, justified the serial. Because these people go to
programmes and they earn lakhs of rupees. Therefore, they justify anything which comes on
television. This is shocking to me. Therefore, Sir, we have to do something about this aspect. The
argument that these people come voluntarily on the programme and they are told about the
questions is no justification. It is not their question only. What about those people who listen, children
who listen such things? Vir Sanghvi says, "Switch off your television." Switching off the television is
not a solution. Therefore, this is a TV serial which has to be considered seriously. We have discussed
other serials earlier also. Now, programmes are also being shown on astrology. People sit with
laptop. AT, AMTH! ST AT &, fre qo1 ST ol o1, Fel TR ST ol A1? fh, &, TH Th
Ao qAT &1 97 AT, YD AT Hd 810, ell, Belt G9 AR &7 91 g9 T8 , 59 b
1Y B B A9 HRY TGP 918 TP B! U8 w1y AT bR PW religious rites HRY, STYP! TMET
N \_rITQ"ﬁI Y JUCSTT dTel 31 Mg 21 At least, there are two-three programmes where these people sit
with laptop take two-three details of the person and then immediately, they tell the future. Such
misguiding serials are being shown. Is this permissible under any law? Then, there are programmes
where, time and again, we are told, " g @& BI &I ®", "the world is going to finish" . fpaT
IR U1 YR BT I B

Everybody was scared. Maybe that we were not scared to that extent. But sometimes, we also

feel that it may be so. Who knows ? TTid & @i 1 1 g AR X BId &1

Second aspect is superstitious programmes based on superstitious beliefs. First of all, we have
to blame ourselves because sometimes, we, as politicians, also perform some other rites which are
akin to superstitious beliefs. Our Constitution speaks about maintaining 'scientific temper'.
Everywhere, we say that 'scientific temper' should be increased amongst children. Around 25-28

years ago, Late Indiraji, in her Twenty Point Programme, had also mentioned about it. But we are
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not increasing scientific temper in our political, private or social life, and, are performing so many

rites which are nothing but superstitious beliefs.

Down South, in the last elections, a political party's president asked every candidate seeking
ticket to the election, to come with an application along with his or her horoscope. This is what the
leaders perform. Shyam Benegal ji, | agree with you on most of the issues except when you said that
if somebody goes to a cyber cafe and watches some porno, there is no objection or something. It is
not so. Now, under the I.T. Amendment Act, that is a serious offence. The other day, | said, people
should be educated; students should be educated because they do not know about this law.
Students from various schools and colleges can be picked up by the police because this has become

an offence. Earlier, it was considered under 'privacy'.

Moreover, Sir, these TV channels do not look after what we do here. Nobody reports the
functioning of the Parliament or shows the debates in which we participate. They do not cover a
single sentence which is spoken by the Members; the Question Hour is also not covered. But, if any
of our Member, more so, fortunately, if some actor or actress is standing outside and waiting for his
or her car, that photo will appear on the front page. But nobody bothers about what we say inside
this House. Let the television channels ponder over it, and, do something about it. | have seen it
several times. These are the incidents.

Sir, | congratulate doordarshan. Madam, | am also telling you that unless you watch
doordarshan, you cannot get the exact picture of what is happening in the country. If you really want
to know about the activities of the Government or of other organisations, you have to watch

doordarshan because there is no other channel except doordarshan, which covers this aspect.

| remember an incident when our former Member, Shatrughan Sinha, and, our Member, Jaya ji,
both criticized the doordarshan. | told them, it is the doordarshan, which made you popular in
villages, when these channels were not there. People used to see you on television in the movies
which were telecasted on Sundays, and, thereby, Mr. Shatrughan Sinha became popular; Jaya ji
became popular during Guddi days. ...(Time-bell rings)... Sir, will take only two minutes more.
...(Interruptions)...

Sir, nobody referred to the law of the land on this? Because of lack of time, | will not go into the
details. Sir, The Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 prescribes two codes, one is the
programme code and the other is the advertisement code. It is elaborately mentioned as to which
programmes cannot be aired by the television operators. It has been done specifically and these are
exhaustive guidelines. But the only thing is that these restrictions are there only for the poor cable
television operator, and, for those who produce programmes, there is no restriction. You have put
restrictions only on the Cable Network people. Therefore, there is a need for a regulatory body to
cover all these aspects. Let media not take it as an offence; we have to do that one day or the other.
Thank you.

SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY (Tamil Nadu): Thank you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity. |
would also like to thank the people who are responsible for mooting this Short Duration Discussion
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on Increasing Obscenity and Vulgarity in Television Programmes. Sir, at this juncture | would like to

say,

"As our refined woman
Does possess the qualities of
Elegant walk,

Straight Vision
And Uncompromising doctrines,
Never do they divert
From their uprightness"

This is what Bharathiar says. This is how a lady should be, always straightforward. But, what is
being shown in the television is really very, very disgusting. There are only two types of women being
shown in the television programmes, one lady is always crying; whatever is going on, she is being
beaten up, she is being ill-treated and the other woman, who is being depicted over there, is shown
almost like a villain. She is depicted as all bad. Either this sort of thing or that sort of thing is shown.
But, this is not the reality. In case of cinema, we have to spend some time as well as some money.
But in this case, this comes to our house where we can see it. Umpteen number of channels are
there. | mean, a lot of private channels are there. When DD-| and DD-Il were there, 'Junoon' and
'Dard, were shown on television. We cannot forget the characters. In a TV serial extra marital affair of
Keshav Kalsi is shown. Whatever is shown there, that is all justified. Each and every character is
being depicted, is being shown as if everybody is having some extra marital affair. | just wonder what
will happen to the minds of the people, the housewives, and the children who are watching these
programmes from minimum 6.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. And there are some really poor husbands. They

are not even given their meal at proper time when the serials are going on.
SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT : Pool husband ! Teach him to cook.

SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: This we can discuss later. This is some other subject. | don't

want you to intervene in this please, Madam.

So, they are regularly seeing such serials which are corrupting their minds like anything. Suppose
any foreigner - all foreign channels are coming to us and we are seeing them — comes here and see,

is this what is India, is this our culture which is shown in our television serials.

Apart from this, our media people are always after something sensational. When the Mumbai
bomb blasts happened, the same day many more important things were going on, but nothing was
shown. Each and every minute of the Mumbai blasts was shown. Everybody was watching that. In
fact, we had to watch only that. This is another thing about media. They are teaching what is not
allowed. As my colleague, Mr. Shyam Benegal, was telling, what is not even allowed even by the
Censor Board in the Cinemas, in the big screen, it is being shown on the television. | will tell you what

is being shown in a particular serial, Sir. We are going to enact a law against the acid being thrown
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on ladies. We are about to enact some law against that. But what a television serial shows is, a
person is taking one egg. He is removing what is inside it and with a syringe he is taking everything
outside and then acid is being put inside. They are actually teaching in this particular serial how this
acid thing is prepared and then thrown on the face of a lady. Of course, some good programmes are
there. | was Member of the Censor Board. We had certain norms like what things are to be shown
and what things are not to be shown and there are some bad words which should not be shown on
the big screen like this. Is it possible to bring such a thing, such a regulatory system, for the small
screen also? That is a question. You belong to my neighbouring State, Sir. In each and every State,
we have our own culture. We have seen unity in diversity. So, the best thing would be, not as my
colleague was telling, if the regulatory system is made only of the TV people, the same thing will
happen. They will be encouraging, they will be advocating their own rights only. So, this regulatory
system should be given certain guidelines like these are the things which can be shown, what is
already prevailing in the Censor Board. Like eunuch people being always shown for comedy

purpose.
(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN /n the Cha/f.)

These sorts of things have to be avoided as per the Censor Board rules. Similarly, we can form a set
of rules for this regulatory system uniformly for each and every television programme, which have to
be followed. Whatever regulatory system we are going to propose, it should be there in every State.
A minimum of ten people representing a cross-section of society should be present on the board, so
that some effective steps can be taken to prevent vulgarity and obscenity from TV programmes.

Thank you, Sir.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | am thankful to you for
having given me this opportunity. | am sorry | was not here to listen to the debate. | am told that
some hon. Members spoke wonderfully well. More time was given to women Members. They made
good contribution to the entire debate. You know that we were held up in the General Purposes

Committee meeting and that is why we could not be present in the House.

Sir, | just want to make two points. | was not expected to speak. | am Chairman of the
Committee on Petitions. This matter came up before the Committee on Petitions. | would request the

hon. Minister to pay some attention.

Hundreds and thousands of people met us at various places and some of them came and
deposed before the Committee. They all asked us to stop this violence, vulgarity, and obscenity.
People are really horrified to see what is being shown on TV. As far as content of the programme is
concerned, comparatively, Doordarshan is better. There is no doubt about it, as far as the present
context is concerned. If you see what is happening across the board, it is a very horrible situation.

We feel pained. Are we so helpless? Can't we do something about this?
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Fortunately, we have a lady Minister who represents our culture and tradition. | hope that she will
take note of the sentiments of the House and the sentiments of the people and do something in this

regard. This is my first suggestion.

Two, Sir, | do not know about the content which is shown on TV channels in this part of the
country. In southern parts of the country, on certain channels, while some programme is going on,
you get a scroll. Even in the morning, | saw it. It says, "Gesta, | love you. Where are you? Geeta, |
want to kiss you." In the morning | saw it on the television. It is not that a person is speaking to

another person. It is through SMS.

This is the reason why | stood up in the House to bring it to the notice of the hon. Minister. These
kinds of SMSs are coming on TV channels. They take the name of any person, anybody's daughter
or anybody's sister without their consent. If X" is loving 'Y," | have no problem. | don't want to come
in between them. They can talk to each other on the telephone. Or they can meet, greet, talk, walk
and then do what is allowed. | said, 'what is allowed.' What is not allowed is not expected to be

done. But the point is that it is shown on a screen meant for public.

Mr. Kapil Sibal is also here. He must also guide us how to take care of this. It is a very serious
issue. It pains us. Every day on a television channel this scroll is coming mentioning a name and then

it gives the name of place also like Rajahmundry, Visakhapatnam or Chennai.

Sending that sort of SMSs has become a big business. All sorts of vulgar messages are being
aired by television channels. What will be the impact of that SMS on our young generation? That is a
big issue which is agitating our minds. | just told my Leader also that | would take a minute to
intervene in between and draw the attention of the hon. Minister to take care of the three aspects

violence, vulgarity and obscenity.

Secondly, about this new technology or new business or commercial proposition of going into
the personal lives of individuals and airing it on a television channel and then unnecessarily creating
bad ideas in the minds of younger children of the country. It is a very bad thing. | know that you
cannot control everything. | am also aware of it. But there are provisions whereby you can regulate
this.

| hope the Minister also got the recommendations of the Committee on Petitions before her. It
was placed before Parliament. We made a categorical recommendation saying that there has to be a
similar organisation like the Press Council of India with more teeth. The Press Council of India is
toothless. It is everybody's knowledge. There has to be a regulatory body for the electronic media

also.

Sir, | may bring it to your notice that the people from the electronic media came and met the
Committee. They said that they were planning to have self-regulation. | told them that self-regulation
was the best regulation. But, it’s not happening and everybody is not going by that. So, that being
the case, there has to be a regulatory authority.We have the mushroom growth of the television
channels. It is good in one way. Earlier, there was only Doordarshan. EA?E%‘T—*T, ZI'I—*ﬁEg%’ I 2 HRATI
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<97 ¥ 379 T8 S B AT, I AR e A1 MY & SR SR o g, BredfiierT & forg Ao #
o axe @1 e ed) Hfdew 81 X8 7, 39d IR § B9 e HRaT & |reT a8yl | only urge upon
the Minister to take note of the feelings of the people, keep in mind the recommendations of the

Committee and do the needful. Thank you.

it Yrotla g% (FERT) : STAHIRT 78IS, SIaTe| I8t | JH) a8t 9% § |aS HINr G &
g ..(FaYH)...

SRt 98T HIRA : 511 MU A 3T B, Bl T8 BIFelae A Sexve al 7ol ol

it Trola 3% : TE I8 Bierae B Feie f[dogpd T8I T $9 A § 9 Hed Ffvad
NEN

1997 ¥ 3 TRE B! WITAIST I I8 &1 IRI-TRT F T AN WRBR 1 78 b 51 G A T Va1 181
2, RIeT 9K 3 SRINGCH! A1 gSRRFce A1l 7 81 81, oifdh fhel 7 go 721 fwam 'sig s
TG AT, ATy & F3ra § % oY1 oFR I8 989 81 381 8, A1 I8 U g Ml JHand § 3iR
o= &4 arfraepr Sft SRAT 20 el €, f9 3o @ e &1 9-T &1 89K a1uer © 3 ot 59
T 989 VS 91 IS U= o ugHdl 7, A1 39 AW A $9 1 v iy srawy g =nfe) o ward
Ig Iod1 7 5 fofa @1 812 ot g |1 81 377 o= & 2 3fiR 91 S 7 W) %81 {6 TR @t
AR GARGT T2 BT AT 480 T4 B, ST SIS daeld! 7, S IRBHR DI 39 Sieic d
&l TS AMEYI TE T a7 B a1 T8 81 TRPR & 997 § Ig T8l © [ 98 59 A6 4 B AP
TG, €T T, SRIM 931Y iR AfeH 9ol I 99 HH TSR & oY 9ga 4f*wd 8, e e
T B1AT & T T ORE @ 91 % 81 ST ST el SuTd we & 9 AT aet & Wl
A Fea &R o WET 8, o o diRen Aigent St & e # vshftrefea Rer wffes 7 o faar en
3R AR 59 Y T /e F T7M FAHIRE 3118 € ofR 98 ¥ & f 59& oy u& Wered
AR T =1fEY1 99 Were sl SRR 3 gieamred & Risiclesd 8, ifd PR SedhRed
AT 81 8, d1 S9! 39 91 & AU 79HT A1yl 39feT S9H Tavie & Rusiefesy At sy &
3R A1 & A & = At A1 ot g 81 a8 iR dice & AWl # &R o ArTal #
oot <1 39 <1 fo5 de & AR a7h1 9 JRATRET B 91d BR W@ 8, A WBR Bl e
AARET 1 2 gTerd # g9 @12y, I #8 oft 77 7 &l St 9t o1 wfafifdea g anfel erhel
WHR F BRI F TSI T F HEl $O B 9T T8l gl I S5 § DR DI I$1 W 781
Gl

O IS 98 2 P 37R oy S ged 4 € A1 BI I8 F B b R il 8 iR 8
2, T AT & 3R 1 81 87 HeA o gar oit 7 16 o 6 g W o <e o, forad an
I 2 9 {5 e 9wl Bl 39 W dia BT a1 ATBR 81 Y I 8 &, S & B a1 B Al
TS B I B2 T IS I AT TS] D b 39 9 H Y 57 916 A T8 AN bl [ T FEt A
37N I8 I F Y o I A1 T S ARy iR $1 |1 T2 811 AfRy, 39 <97 A 59 A)E B
T Y B ST BIS B [$ T 3761 8 3R BIg He (6 I8 WG 51 379 H MMIP] UF BicT 9
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ISTEROT 1§ IR & dieR U 8l U, [RGRIS dTsl| 118 B ST $ oy S o8 =
[T TSl & 3R 98 St iR W feaman 9ran 2, @ R Hiareit 7 st Ry &) e f ug
T ¥ 3R UE §€ BT A1RY FifeliT BRI I<h, SId TE 37T IH3NT R FAdT 8, 79 9 Sl TR
e 72 fazar =12y 39ferg 59 IvE & 989 I81 IR WY I 81 SITQ, S/ 39 7 997 & Sl )
N 959 g1 77 TTETw WM 9 BT & 59 avE @ fihed ST o 9% 3% Bl 1 98 de ol & an
JET g 7B &, AT B fthent oF 7T 7 3R o1 ST o I8 fther ST Tery 3R 3 9 fhed =i

STet &9 59 989 ¥ uS b U8 EF1 912, I8 98 M1 91V, IE i¥eld &, I8 3r¥aild el §
37T FIT FATHA S T &, 79 NI 59 TIHR A JaoT8 Hd S| SAfY H3T St BY gah ere™t
TREY & TS @ BT A%y HAT AR, R wew s el S dar s S sg aa &
fAegpet wewd g o @rell MNEAT AT ATSHRER SHH! 1Y 81 DR Al &1 =T b R H < fora 11
2 1o 3P foTQ e Neie) 1 RIS F1, U 7 Secio (51 a1 g - W1 S 781 #1411 59 vE
foparft &) ardl w2 STt £, A s 7 ot 3 9= TE W 3R U -geR Bl WIS AR < Bl
B el Irm e 7 Bl 39 oy Weied iR {orh =@1fyl 81 ¥ a1 3w JERrd &,
JoH BIC & fpdl R A1 BIHR ST BT <RIRE a1 a1 S 31T 51 $8 1 {61 511y, S9eh!
P T < o AR

BT ST BT 11 GoITd © 1 59 I SIS 3iT A1 BT I=E B A8 Y, I8 a1 off 79 off 59
o1 St oY1 3 Y IS Brfie ol ara oS oY, <fd H sy aar arean g 6 4 e
3T ST I AT gIghiaed HIg ais! el 81 A A1 A H IqdT HFR ¥81 g1 W, 399 T4-0d
ARITE €, fTTep1 g &1 asfe 811 =13y 6 9 TR & 1 31 e 3iR R W 3 99 3=d & 15 a1
T & 3R T e 81 SAleY I PSR 3t SR$AT A STeT IBR BIS 1Sl T8l 81 37 gD §
TS B 3T 39 X A9 Y, Ry o= 317t g+ TR SR A1elh 989 o §$ 7, SHBI TH B <
SATIT U BTSRRI 3T SieAT SRl BIS die! STHY I 37 IS BT XBR B Bl HIs Adcld Tal
811 A1 39 I HISRA 31Tt AT BT I8 dTeR ST 6 S TS d$ BT, SHDI ARBR & DAVP
BT fIgT §2 81 S 79 9 $B JHAM A Bb TS, P! $1 911 | $B B Ts dTell T8 2
gafery SHH Ygere ) SrITRET aTell S a1d &, SHHT FaH SITST 3R Il B

T 91 I THT S 7 I3 3R qrast @il 1 Hf IS ...(AW dt €., TR, I§ W ART
W 81 U8 a1 SLAR.W. Bl IR &1 IS AR S Y BIA1 §, TAM TH BI Uil &, Siifes gep
Eﬂ?{ﬁ‘d Q@Yﬂ %\', 1P S advertisers %\;I g a—\ﬁ advertising agency ?R?"ﬁ TR BT %I [IDT
P T 1R 1 W1 2, I8 &% SRI- T IS i ST &l B TR Worer ol Rure 3mehl 872
T g <157 a1 & SR 312rdT oI SR &l 8% 8R! 6here ot Rl ol & f5 59
BRI el STEAR 9912 AR T2, Tl bR =—YST A7el 18R Bl a1 3T & fob ST <l 17 AT $f 1
TE ST TAT? 3N 997 B © 5 el 21T 31 o At 7 oy < <fiforge, # Iare 3 TaT
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g, fo5 999 &1 U@ WY daxst T2 2R, wer w3 A1 Aar-favet {5 o1 18 Favst T8 Enm e
ﬂﬁﬁ‘lﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ,@\‘rﬁ#mveﬁed interest, oifth I8 GE) & b gAY U=t g Talrt &
I I A I8 g I 1 Yo |1, = fnah, =gt faxaraelil a1 7 9% gan f& 99ic &1 TRP U
3MTS B, 3R T8 TAM @ rating e 81 TAM & 95 &+ #iie 81 IR, 977er anfe STel # a8 @ed &
% areq, 7=t F & e €, 3 WA uTeR T8 2, 3afoy gt Wiex 7 el GRS #iR JoRTd
H 9gd AR Hiex ARl ifP 98] & ANl B WA IR g4 © S S Uid, B: AT A
BOIR HIex o T 81 79 &I 81 &, o1 a1 8l ©, fhrat RIS o €2 9 &ad € f g ol
[T B FSTS s, ANT-TRT BT I all, SHD! TRP ITST 3T R8T 81 3N d fa=a7 78 1 39 a%8 594
TAM U& g4 g8 faei &, I8 511 TRP &1 RIFH TAM 81 ST S8 $el [ Ud TTgde Tord! &l 54
T BT BIS ARBR LT 2 5 98 39 I & TR BRI BT [0 T B, 39 I &1 G¥pid a9
P 5 39 T2 A B AN &, P a8 RrAER E1 3R I8 7 8, 91 SIS 59 avE & G W T
ey, RTTa 31T ST FR T B SHH! AR H, I $6 ATl DI e R T8, TR 31 95
TS ..(AHT B EE)... 3R ITHT I8 HIAT Ul 2l AN 39 W UF o IR W A o Th
PR I AR, S HH--FH U ARG ISR Y, I F &% A7 F Hiex ol 3R 98 B: /e
T AIA-R H 3 I8 RUIE T 6 59 97e1 B1 XS I8 2T 3R I I B I8 80| Yol o b
Al ¥ A1 I8 SRR BR o1 ARG AT Yol el Bl 3T TAM BT GRIEY H, SHBT ambit F q18R
fraferm S RUié ©: 789 91 AT saaeife Mfsar & IR § W) I8 $=-1 a1ty fb S9h
%I'(’Q‘cﬁindependent commission@Wﬂl%ulﬂﬁﬂkmlﬂtﬁ“ﬁﬁ, JIQ-JT*{Ca?Pﬁ“T?ﬁETGﬁ?Wﬁ
TP YU BIC AT BTE PIC BT Bls o1 81l IUD TP Arg Aied W 811 98 I8 RAIS T f6 Ha-91
T BT 81 9 G 37T 5 AT TG, a1 B a7 9 41 814 a1e & b oma w9 Al &1 Hig
PHINS el 81T, UIETITHE BT HIE AN el BT, I BT PIS Haxol el 81 gRae I F IR F 4
T £ 5 98 fegar o+ feams <ar 2, o fF e, e 2, Safe R <91 o S9! save B,
AT I8 &R 978, A1 $%¢ anfy q¥) STel U ST ST 1 §9 AXE BT TAM agency &1 &, Ol 3
IR ol T BRAT 81 TP (905 X GG B U BT TS, WRPBR Bl TE BRAT TS| J IMFR IS
AT & fob TE1-81, S99 b= wal I ST M ? T a7 €7 I TS vested interests Bl BRI HRIS
BT 0T o BT AR fHAY U HTgde Toikl Bl RTIdT 94 advertisers & 8121 H &, advertising
agency & BT 9 &, TEl <11 A1fEYI I&! 3 AR AN 51 39T 9gd-9gd g-adTal

DR. JANARDHAN WAGHMARE (Maharashtra): Thank you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity. |
think that legislators are the keepers of the conscience of the society and the country, and therefore,
we have a role to play. The Government has a very meaningful role in this particular matter.

Legislation is necessary, regulatory body is also very essential. Sir, all this is done in the name of art
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and culture. But art and culture ennoble your minds, elevate your minds at higher level, but the
expression of vulgarity and obscenity degrades your mind, and that is what we are seeing in various

serials and advertisements and various things that are shown on TV.

This has already crossed the laxman rekha. It has completely abolished it. | do not blame all the
media persons; they have contributed a lot to our country, to our cultural values. The Government,
the people, responsible people, of our society are the custodians of cultural ethos of the country,
and we have to preserve it. "Freedom of expression" does not mean "freedom of obscenity and
vulgarity". We can define what is "vulgarity"; we can define what is "obscenity". Therefore, we
should not be very vague about it and we should not create a feeling that the Government cannot do
anything in this matter. Government may not be hundred per cent effective, but Government has a
role to play in this particular matter. The language, the dialogue, the gestures, all these things are
meant for sexual gratification, and the ulterior motive is commercialism. This has to be understood
Constitution has imposed certain duties and obligations on the legislators and the parliamentarians,
and on the Government also, and we have to do that. Our cultural ethos have to be protected at any
cost. Thank you very much, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Shri Kalraj Mishra.
it FeTor st (STR U=eT) - STURHTART Sff, § 3119 T MR @h B g 15 19 7 G2 diem &

R o § g ddg # a1 |rell, T ARl gR1 Udbe AR & 61 U Bl TEg
PRAT § AT IS AFHT BRAT g 15 Sl (A9 SHR A 37T &, I8 IRed B 4 BN AiRDIId ol

B AT BRAT &1

HqEIeY, 39 IR H FifTaa wu & Afsan & AF 31 3R 989 31 4 TRAYES AR Pl
aTfeq) EHRY UTet & it M 2= wre S 7 +ff 59 fawe 3 R @ 9 a1 Fe B

ey, T " B AT % HIegH & e o favg R =@t a5 o 7 7, 7% 9 A
3FR@T § JART U HARIA, "The Moment of Truth" TR enRT &, Sfd aga & faarfaa o,
A BT T 211 I BRI U= IR 59 ARIS "9 BT A" DI TATR a1 71 38 81
HqeIEY, SFIR®T ¥ 984 81 fIanfad $rimd 8 & Jrage 59 $RIHH $I <3R4l 954 9¢ 718
|G $H I BT el X & 59 A9 1 I8 fAwg g1 iR "9 &1 e wriewH a9
HEIGY, 3T A Gaw ST |89 7 HEl 6 39 & e, g, Toft, =g, dom vd v =Ry
- P 6 TRV & 3R T °ARYT AT ST HAPR =RV & P AN S 7 9 Gl & 3R 7 G Fobe! o
Ty 59 HIRT & U 74l SWRHR o7TE B

Heey, WiRya " &1 AT @ had B symbolic 8, 3R 3R AMGR <xF af 91ed &
ATHA TI.IR.M. U B Bl &l A I7ed (-1 ToR & Ava] &1 SR =1 &1 Y0
PR IR T TH IR A AN I-3797 &1 Ui 5T 81 991 B Sft 4 9 71 9oiF fovan 2, gt
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Tl Sft 1 ot o & iR et © & arret wfey &1 Afgensli @l gead 8l 1% &1 AiRkas "ar ag”
F 9 W e s AT 9 8 79 3 U Afger, ga-) afea o a1 feam & forg -
BT B &, TS IAT DY STATIDGAT T8 21 37T Reality Show & A1ETH F F =iot fawams <1 & 21
BTAIH I H talent hunt At BT 8T B, TRINMTT A1 o1 <81 &, Sifes T o<efl 919 2, wfeh wrer-&1-
11 garait & foy a9 78 WIS "Roadies” &, "Split Villa" B, I H TS[HAT & a1 HH a7 B
2P B .. o /e <@ & T G 2

BIS 0 € TS FhaT 21 TH g7 e TwY fIwaTE e 21 3MRaw Y1 i 87 Haol a8 W@y B
&1, afcs ST T Y art Sl 8, Si B9 W HaTE B ©, i1 39w H T4 8l 2, A vulgarity
sait got 8l € o orma St g ot e el elt ¥ ) g8 3 7Y waaR 21 Uh-ua At Sl
[T AT ST T €, A ARY o], ST SIARY BT IS Bl 8IS ¥ I ol &1 8, I8 §:@< 51 41 Uh
IR-TRHR) faSgas @ o, foras IRy At &t 9ot faar mam o

TS ForaT Y fI=iTos of 3 €, Sa1 317 781 o el | a2 I [I910H1 Bl 93 919 9 S &
3R FEd © & 59 iR 31E WiRwer 78 < 2, afew 98 g aren iRye & <@ 21 98 a8
g i -FRee &1 81 a1 STifern iR 9 @1 8 STifern ik afrar @ S e 8, Sad
T SR 2 b IRT Wy SKeTe e SU? e d oy dXie | Y fo S et B, oife
I WY @Y S &1 7o a1 S 51 Vi oFia Ao 81 39 1o IR-WReR! i
g Hifear wR et fagme fafraes e, 2005" Ram on1 5@ 99 & # 57 Hef
ST T STaTq << gY gt garn o7 {5 87 487 Sil, our Government is actively seized of this matter and

hopefully in this year itself | am going to bring forward a Bill on Content Regulatory Mechanism
Authority in the country.” IS8T I8 S 7T &8l TI I WRY I A1 U8l oS §8 &, olfhd 39 W
@wwaﬁn?mﬁw%égaﬁ#ﬁ%%wﬁﬁﬁﬁmwﬁ%%m selfregulation%ﬁﬂ‘,
'Ombudsman’' T8 &1 T TRAT 915 | STHT IIRTT Rers A% Sed o 9.0, 97 Bl 911
7| ST FAT AR &, T8 AT 73 Sff W qaqrew| I 6 a0b 3 iz o 2, a8
TR ITP] ST BT T B ...(AF B =Y. T AR A1 g7 Aol &b A1 =l Je1 &1 H 59
forg e wu & geima <=1 ared g 15 Miean & 71eM 4, = 9 9764 8l a1 file #ifsan 81, 39y
9ISl 1 BI ATRET &, AP A GRY <ol AT 81 2T 21 89 fobedl o bR < I8 &1 e ared &
WW%WWWWWWW,WWWWI Freedom ofSpeech%ﬁ'\I
Freedom of Expression @1 FRIFPA &= @1 Etﬁ's; qaret g gsl Tl @?ﬂ, TP ST AT
ﬁﬁ%ﬂiﬁ\_ﬂql Decencyofmoralityéﬁaﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁ%ﬂﬁm%\ﬁ?mmwwiﬂ?ﬁw
ST AT $9b R H 1 faram o smo) #30 Sft g9 e 4 National Cultural Policy ST Webe €,
ﬁw%mﬁﬁ@wm%mwﬁWIWiﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁregularAuthorityWEﬁﬁ
I PE 2, 3P IR H I FIT AR B el £ 58P A1 &1 A1 F g 1 a1 & o ard =i
S €1 RET E 3R ST AR ¥ Mgserg = Wl &1 S E, <1 T S AU & WR U= il SARrepTor
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2, 337 IR A<l Bt <@ TE U E2 ... B "), IR I W U B A T b FIA B
T I I 9T e §2 A AR Aol &, R IR H TRy 1 SIY A1 WIS 89 9ET &b A 9
< Pl I AW T Tl P g9 TRAGES AR BRb 37 AR =il Bl RGBT $4 gY uh
AHRID (32 H BT 81 e, 3 fawn 4 89 1 38 €, U1 89 314d A & | 9gd-98d g=dTal

S1. 991 SIGR (ISR : g=4dTs, STFHIANRT SiT| F$ Aoyl f[a9g IR I8 =<1 81 <81 51 S
SggITE WS 2, S S A9 8, 9 <9 4 Affh T U AeRh AT &1 I DI ISl &
SR 7 <1 e AfEAT 2, 51 FHER-U3 &, S78! 91 37281 YAd1 8! 81 39 <91 § oid Sl aed
IR Y, WY U8l GRe3 W I S 3e-3rew WiRAeq o, e fow g2t it va <1t o
eI U1 o1 6 ST T SIRMRUT gl =it oYl "B A, g, REer”, "HeMRa” SR
"R UE el S $B HiREed 9|

S 5 Ue d3w Y Q9 A, D! IRT 97 USYje 81PN Sl a7l 4 RS W 91 9 3iR
ST ¥ 37T T TV Channels 8 3 AR Mgs 8, B8l G191 & T WY §, FATST &7 g1 f &
3R T el T HE] THST BT Th ARG < B, MM DR Bl, SHBT SUSY 3R F o Bl
‘\ﬂ%?ﬂ'?’@aélmmﬂﬁmwChannelsﬂﬁﬁfﬁmé,ﬁ?ﬂiﬁﬁfﬁw?ﬂgl
TR, 39 G § T8 AU & HR—IGBRO TR a4l 8Idl 8, STal RuTferd a1 fAemer &
PRIBRY] IR T4l B 8, STe1 WS AW §RT 3R B8] FAGIABIT 8IbR ATIRYT BT & 1 I IR
) BRIATE! B 8, 39T Pis W) WReAT 39 <3 H AHISTG Fa=elT, e fed iR FAIRd o HUR
T8 2 &R gfifore 519 ft 1 VN a1 Bt @ Y 39w | Tt Sk 21 31St T avE | wed @l
o g8 & @ 59 FE T BT o e ot il B, S 89 I Ugdl 8, B9 SUP! 59 Wed &
ATew ¥ e Hx I8 B a1 I8 2 {6 FRe uget ft firel 2, wwraR g of firel €, afsT s
T V) B 1 81 TS B 3R S 8IS BI 9IS TRP B, TRP 31X advertisement ST &1 fAeiiverd &
PRT IR 3 TRE DI 8IS N §s © 1 AT BRIHH, ST FHIS ¥ [HRIR A7 €, S g=ai & Jar
AT €, ST FEl T HE! T IR I § AT TeAd I8 W ST 8, Terd foen 7 9Rd &= &, @
U9 U o R de Bl 81 WS e dreas 1 =i wiherel W 2, S9fey Ul a1
ITHT G& B AT AEHUT N1 BT S 841 MYl $9 <20, 39 5% AR FATS & URT T A9
R &1 37/8d a1y a3 81 81T 112y, a1fes a8 Ry 7 31y o6 39 o &1 =i 987 3 a1t Ul

HEIGY, AR B3 A1 TS| 1 Sl a1 HE! &, TSI TG &b T1F el &, e 3R f&ra= &
qIE e ©, TTe I8 (B! BRIPH b IR H BEl TS 81 T T BT AHAT b dR H $el TS Bl W, IR
3T |l T AT <G, I 7Y S TG BT AT 781 PR UG 5 IRE BI I ST el 3R Y81
SR 8, H w9t T Gl g [ {59 IvE A 98 W4 allowed B {60 TV Channel & 19 3R ¥ forg
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foa Sg 5 918 Fael wvnl & forg 7, geai & forg g4 <=1 A1 2, I8 o e a1 ave &1 774, <
PHRIR & & FIfdH TR-TX F TV Channels 7 §U & 3iR parents B & a1 - W BN 81 8, 8 I
A1 T DI AP W T Wbl I81 TR B IRE | BIS adult ATAT formula Tl BT T&1 Feball T TAT
R & s=at & f’a & fore, 98 & f*d & v 59 41l ® OREGR Bl G- IS 7Sy, &9
qEET §1 Heled, § #31 HeledT | 1 Amed] g b gRaEw Ue U1 99d © o A1 | S
FHTRIHH MM &, T 7R & 3R I qRE B BIs T Bl guidelines 3R TTed & forg o g =2yl
RS W S TR 3 8, I T | FAMER B8 &, O % TR 8 18T 314 I8 BIg a6
TE & {5 AT T8 PTIHH RS PR TS &, 31T 89 39 [T /& €1 AN Al IS 3e0-3res BRIBHI
B W IR IE T, IRA TP Aol B A 3 39 7 TS {51 7, ST W S IRE & ARG BRIpA!
B geE fFaT S 7T 21 A U BIE Al @t BT TR B, 89 AR B B BT e el 7 Nl
AR TEHIT &b IR I B RAIERY 51 7818, H e argi f NEWS Channels NEWS & forg
9, ofd ST T ARSI AARSH T I8 € 3R AR & | Su7e1 § W2 €, O 99
FIGES SRS P 9 IR ¥ G V-V 396 7 99 H18d 99 1R @y 9 € - g8 @
IT! Rifle a-ave f@mn M1, fR U@ S1isd & ST TXd HRISH 0 Y SHHT
TRNBROT BT, T T e 8T 8 TS H1? B g=ai & (AR IR T T97 fAuid 3R TSl
8 3R I @I & b U8 IS 1 STaRawI HM 8l I8 & 3R Sl 7 BI1 & S R+ Bl| 89 Bs
IR Ugd 2 f 37-37 9=l 7 Bl fhew a1 WIS IWHY 9 ARE & SR Bl 3ieiH e, g8i 9 a
T RTy e 21 % R TV ¥ 89 qwd € 5 fafy 9aTE St © - et o 9977 o7 <@ ©, el
©Y ST ST RET 8, Fhell a1 §15 o1 8l &, I8 Al o1l

<ifthe STt fafey off qarg o <€ ¥ 6 H 997 <A 21 59 B AN AR, SHB) 9 6
fog aRa 811, ST Tdhell IS 3R TS S8 4% I8! &, O AR 9% 9 fI& il 3/ &8 5778 89
T@d ¢ {5 R foreft o, Sifr a1 wivery Wdeft 1S gTew ST 91 g gl 7, @ et <Lt
e I T gfedn e S (991 G © 6 98 S 3 W U1+ STefd © a1 I9 S # €
e 21 g8 IR o7 aelt 2, W ach! §, 98 9 & Ydh DI H ol 7, ofded LAl o9 &
HTETH A g8 I R < 4 el Fbell 81 AT 39 ST I-7ed P 378q RTHER 8 3R g8 19 3!
BT 1RV ORPR Bl AT {6 a8 39 fTon § <9 iR S 9+ 9wl 4 fooR war & fb 39
TRE 31 Afeafth o wacsdT af 81, A I8 sifieafth ot wadsdT 3R et @ wac=dr o1 exor |
PN, FATST B Sl AEHT B, IEHT BI0T T B AR AHIRID HITGT BT 80T 7 H| TSP forg STt §
% -3, STg T, JFTITaT BT 1A 7 ITel BRIHHA! TR AP A1 37T 9 TRE B HTIHH 37
2 2 % R w1aq 21 <@ €, T el S @ €, 9 91 3% 2 5 I 9o @ € &fR S 7 o <&
g, BIs e ST A I7h) Wit X7 &1Vt BT A BRIBH T7HR N § 99 Belrar S KT 2
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TRafeT STl <SIl BI 59 BY I G771 ET &1 IR ST 3iR 3fevacs d Js ANl Pl ARBTS
5 <11 37T 7, S, JiS3acs &1 dIaeE, Ahal fH1-Uh ersfecd S9! 3y o <8 €, a1fe gar
Gl 7 FIPT ITHR IR Bl ITP! HSH B P IoIY, ITD] TANBTS H el AR BT FRHATA
BIT 8l

3T H H I8 BEIN b ITRPR 57 1Y BIg Wele FATRET TR F1, S e § FRRM
Il &, 91 981 Wl T SR &, T8t A AnT R ot fede o o1 21 S9N sH IR W $u A 56
IR Bl, TV NI 81, FO AAMNRCST &, TWHR IS $6 MSelgT GHAad H| S gRae
Tgel BT HRAT AT, ol ATed BIH BRI I, AR I S X8 F B By, I (207§ B B 3R
< B AT 3R AEHHT DI, T BT THAT AR RIS Bl @ §Y, AT RFHGRT F A1 B B,
# I8 w1 Arg | g |

sft Rrar= feart (AER) : Syl S, I8 957 9ga 19RAT & 917 39 9aTd 1R 941 B
BT 2 3R Yo Ugel dier dTel Hewil 7 favdR & 39 R o0 a1 <) 8, SAfiy $9+ agd saral
S B YT WX U e 51 § 3O SR gl fF LAl AT arel &1 I8 del © fF an
ST AT &, 9T B9 e €1 H I8 AT g 9 sex and violence - I 1 el G &, R
AT S B SHAT 98 SITT T&T 8, AfpT S-S GRIal BT [Ibr gan, I9-99 799 7
FH3 6 AT sex and violence B Aifad &1 frar mam, afs S srgenfia T fan i, Safig
Tl fora T, A 9 3R AT 9 T8l Aol gl §aTg dR -8R sex and violence T SRR
FAM & forq FaTeT 7 e &R S 99101 9l & fIaT & SR 3 R399 @1 9 sex and violence &1
HIFT PR BT TATE BT &, ST B BT UATH GaNT 8, SHD! R A SRTSTD M B 3T Sl
I 81 B! T, B9 R e 3l a1 g d Srast 31 H 2am I9re St @t 919 ¥ e et 9ead g %
T eies! AATRET T+ AT, AfhT TRBR & 81T H IABI eI B BT JTHR 341 oy,
99 faegdl SRIEHd g1 89! I1S & o I8 # U& IR g9R I8! B U1l & IvaR off ofR dfed
ST first Sft SHe gre HAAt gl SRl 9, I U Press Bill o 3T 9 3R I8 9+ U7 gorr o1
I Press Bill % SIRY, I BT o<l &1 FRIGA &3 @t SR 8 iR 89 w9 arl 3 S9&
ReaT ariaTer foma o, S affgle g9 ard! @S off 3R &9 $i9 IS¢ 72 & od H =@ A
ey 89 99 @t STl F "eneR € iR I8 A § % I @1 FRifd & @1 31 o siftre R
TRHR & BT H el I AV S A1 § WM 797 St 7 1 gora = 2, H 9 goia &
Fead ¢ o 5o Rafae At & ar &1, 39 & afafFieal &1 @ S Afet ok WReR &
gfafafa 5 S+ =2

VA U Regulatory Body 11 ATRY, it 98 <a-fagi &R Tg-fadi= =121 g+ =nfeyl emwr
SR Press Council of India 8, 310 SHH A BIg RIGRIA BT, SHHT BIg G- aTell Tal 51 oI
T ST 7 T SREaR FT Ha D! @, 319 IHDh! UfSY| SHH! UG+ & 918 91 ol 381 & fh
R Reel WER & AN Bl SHART S 81 2, TSHT 71 IeT & {6 gH A1dwifie SHTel W iRl ot
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W A =N PIET, PR PIed B, Al g I81gR 8l 3R HS! T FeiTl s TS SRR & gRI
39 TRE A ASHMI, 6T 950 9 & A1 T4 ford S 8, I TRE $T IR 9 TRE B
ﬁwaﬁ??mﬂ’\’gﬁcompemionW%Wﬁmmwé@ﬁ%lﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁ
HEI T U5 T8 ST IS A AR & 6 T TRE & i &1 MR aRerafian & fasms
39 AR 7 FYHTel 2, 3% R Jobad1 I ATl $Hd Editor 3R THRIH & Raad
JMURTRYS AT o1 BT AT H 39 91 o1 §HIT - §U % T Regulatory Body & 3R S!
AT &7 SIY 3iR I8 APR &1 WY &6 98 i1 el &, a8 haa an) 81l 541 & 9y 4
JATIPT GIGTE <<l U YT AT FAY HRAT

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Gireesh Kumar Sanghi; you have only five minutes.
SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: | hope there is no conflict of interest.

SHRI GIREESH KUMAR SANGHI (Andhra Pradesh): | run a newspaper. | don't run a TV

channel. ... (Interruptions)... Still, if you have any objection, I will...
SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: It was a lighter comment. Come on, Gireesh. Take it easy.

SHRI GIREESH KUMAR SANGHI: Sir, an appeaser is one who feeds the crocodile hoping it will
eat him in the last. R, 3151 89 V& U ¢ TR T4l BRI &, 91 g AT J HaY 1 § 3R I8 T
Ig B AR TET 21 U 78] 941 59 e IR F4] B & forg S U feafarse aega e e 9,
D! FBIN IGT| Bel FIT E? R FAGIST el dTel SHDT A I TE IANA? IFR 2L
ATe a1 a1 g ? § T wHerar b U8 e STa HERdH] IR Ieldl 81 3R 98 4 9 A9 o
El?IT(’?JTTEﬁEIﬂ'I'Q,WWW@W@WWWperformanceﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ?m%,
SToTE 1 98 I8! B % oFR &9 forefl e o) WE) 91d o © iR 1 a7t e gies v 8, @
EAEARNERIRCE I

R, BART I GRPIT B, T8 AT H U Gop feroa Wil 81 AlS Habrel = 1935 H PeT T, |
have travelled the length and breadth of this country and | did not find a single deceit, a single
begger, a single cheat. Such is the high morale and ethos and culture of this country. And unless we
change the whole perception, we cannot rule this country. And, | think, that is what is going to
happen; it is happening gradually. 317X 9 ™ 1t qTed, Y™ T T I ATl o 3R B
e I8 I 8 P 2050 H AR T2 &1 MMETET 175 BRIS 81 A AR faea &1 Ga< wgayol a1
BI SITQ, I8 & 374) 9 1 B9RT A1 2050 H SaTe # fed &1 wat g1 <20 21|

3R 2060 TP fIea B BT To-[AETS SMEET FAR <9 | il 39T 97 A1 89 ada! fFrdax
TI BT S T S0 T B, 39 ST B, 90 FHIST B {5 {2 § &9 o SIY? an kg &9 S9!
fHETg? AR 3T aTell JaT diel 1 89 1 R4, a1 faamd, Sa! &1 JHsI ? A child tells in
the street what his father and mother say at home. BHRT §<dT S1d 18X ST & T SHIRT ST SITER0T
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BIT 2, B9 SUG] 9l UkF o1 §, SHD! 81 98 I18% a1 ST § 3R 89 69 S 8, IR I H $IS
VAt cravent &1 § {3 & R # uig-g9 LY. A1 i -g9 rooms B B 90 eI ¥ SITET *1ETe])
Q’”ﬂ-ﬁmﬁﬁ?ﬁ%m2rooms,3 rooms setﬁﬁ?ﬁ%aﬁ?mwaaﬁéﬁmwﬁroom
BIT & 3R S 9 # 8% UIdl <141, S@dT 8, 919 &l 8, I191 Sl 81 Aed S9! drawing
room H SEHX T W9 Telifaw S &, ST P B IwHIei T IR O B J8H 98 SEd & 3R
BIs U1 =S A S SR 8, A1 RAC 89 319 817 3 W1 USd] €, gRd a7 da ol ISl §
Fife Ig-Ifeat T 4 98 BN € - A1 9% TR Il Bl sH ERpl Bl s R Rea e E, 98
e for T ufPerht wwra o 89 WRa 81 STy I S 5T €, U 984 ofeH YR 2 3R s R B
TE GHSIAT, IS TAT B, DTS AT TGl 3R DTS ... AT AT e BT a1 @I, THT S,
e frai &N o=, 915 | fqa1s o SIgn e g Hex H1l MfeaT St R SrvaRr <t ar
SR B HIM? W BT HAT TS, R YR Bl X1 a3 8N e gferda fora v &
TS FAG T B, T FIBT IAT BT & MR R action Toram e &, &H FIH! 4aT 81 59 9T W
EAP! 984 SaTaT THRAT A GrEAT 2, SATTY FATS BT SIUaR HRAT 81, S1.aY. o9t a1all Bl
SERYSRIT BT BN {6 9 SN 901 72 &, I8 TSl & fo1g el 2 A1 81 81 3R &9 Wel T2 a1 38
g, S BRI D15 AT 7, fhefl 39 oA & 3319 9 98 991 32 €, A1 S99 99 distort BT,
FAIST § qRISAT A SAAY ITP! SIAGT BP, AT H 4] BRS S A5l B Ga 98 HRAl
TS ST T I Te1 8T, WHTRIS Sa1d T81 8T, A1 § T8l FHeIa {6 HIS B, HIS wed a1
YA, BIS AT UFT SHDBT HY FhelT 2

eIy, TP BIC! W a1 3R § 59 qad & ATedH | g1 Arg| § 59 FET § 2004 H 77T
Ud A VS FE Jebiail Bl 7 T 21 950 HACS <N 8, T 919 a8 131 F IR 3 a1 St §
3 <11 U= B, A1 I €, I §F BT § BB BISDR AN TS aT H G §Y €, DB
e ®1$ ==l €1 781 81l 51 gER) SR ol @1 gax €1 Bfd a1 71 RE] 2, gafay S9! Wi g4
SET 2, 3B HUR A AR A7 81 321 W1 & A1 § 711 aToft bl R < g

it STHHTIRT : ARE T, 4 TRAGHR T B ...(TIETH)...
it i g PR (STRIES) : Y, -1 A1 79 2

Y ST[UTIR : TEL, SATYHT AT T8 B

Y T e reat : TR, HART TR 21 AR A IR A A g 2

it STqHaf : egd T8l 2.... AR I el 21 .. (FFEM)... TG BT 78] 21 39 two and a half
hours o ¥IT¢ SR FEHHL 3 UG B! a1 Tl BRI 21 I1%a oft, Ryt I fmre aiferm
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it TRAGAR A& (AERTSY) : AR SUFAIRT FeIed, 3 3Mad! ¥R § fF are e 4
3ITI He1 A BT HiepT feaml #9 AR == 9ga MR | <@l 3R Gl §1 F 9! g aned g
.(GHT)...

ff SURTTAfT : § YR e B Yg I A8 § 15 daily 89 bulletin  TT repeat PR I8 &
ST g B o MG T Ugel Sl WY 714 Y, et Al S5 81, 981 T foT STl 89 repeat
Eb?'?%%,?J%'decisionﬁﬂﬁé%ﬁs‘“ﬂﬁﬁmmomentﬁﬁﬂmpamcipa‘[eﬂﬁw
FHAT 1 ...(FAUF)... TS YISt F T a1 727 21 59y § 9e+ § Raawe ol g & 579 wed
1 EH UTelT BN

2 MRAGAR IS4 : HBIGY, ST 41 I8 UR &1 ©S | SIS 9 3 81 jE] 8, I A a8 2l o
3R TR | G721 I8 g1 o o ave & ifean 3 =i 81 <@ 2, S e g9 STovd 9 SaTal
R 81 71 81 H 39 ST BT Vs G §1 AR 99 SIS Faw eI IR 81, RIS 8, R ot
ﬁaﬂmﬂﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁ-ﬁwmmaﬁw,ﬁ‘\ﬁWelectronic media P HUR TS, I
| AT & qrage | H gaET A § {6 $9F fIY gt TaHe @t regulatory authority TET 21
IR T TI-He B regulatory authority FITQ*I =g S regulatory authorities %, SETRT ST TR
BT, I8! RV SHHT BT SO 84 Sl URUM =118Y, g8 T8l el S/ If at all we are
interested in bringing in a better and civilised society, there should be self-restraint. QET St 3 weT
AT BT FHH T aTel AT o1t €, Wram=y o 21 7 e A § i Qo g1 § ok # 399
WWéIWWﬁWW%W@TWﬁWﬁW%IThW are social, political
and cultural leaders. 3R &4 §8P SUR bold BT 8, Al AP AT S BT Tae F F& T2
& aTell 813 il AN §, S9! STa1 /I €, g7 4TS AT &, $7 Ne A71a €1 3 ol Q1 b1g
campaignﬁ%mmﬁéﬁlwwﬁﬁmmg?amé@ﬁgmﬁﬁw
S 2, 320 B AT R B, AfF STa o Bkl B1 oFR 89 7! Sieh] 5 I8 wa 7 feamen @ 318
I S| FRIGH, BTG Ared DI natural T BRI &, AN BT Arsill SAMGY $9 I8 A B
HRAT AMMSY FTGA AT 78 1 <1 I8 Sl AYE 8, I8 3MYE ARDBR b U 1 B b U™ el 8,
¥E social education & TR, cultural education % UT & 3R TE cultural education, IE social
education BN Taalt & 19 B ...(A9F @Y €Y. TR, § U SR q1 I ArEa g J8f 959 9
WW@Q%WWWmW%IW,WWWWW%IWearecoming
very close to each other. 8H techololgy P oI @, scientific progress P Iolg W TAWTSId AT I Bl
We cannot be selective. 3FR T8 IR HIGTgcl 31TdT & d1 98 HldTSd 84 a8V, I8f fasi= &) werfer
Il € a1 fasm &) oI &4 =iy, a8t & faaR =Ry, «fh agt & @I drom oy i a8f w e
ﬂﬁ'}[-Q?T[selectiveattitude%ﬁﬂ—spfé:l'lﬂT%QIW%ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬂ%ﬁmlﬁ@m
I |TEq + g {6 U W S 981 R Il 8, 98] U, 99 BT 991 3R ST e W) ot
g <&1 & A1 9 =l 31 oufad €T &, WifhT o9 98 SRR 9™ 9, o= W 9§ wst o & A
Eﬁ 3maf %TEﬁ%\IWe cannot be that selective. WW@W@T%\%%H regulatoryﬁﬂTﬂT%({lﬁ
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YSTYUR A BT PRAT §1 A 8 GSIUUR H YT G& BT code of conduct BIAT &, I ferRad g 8,
P9 AR BIaT 8 etfh '@T‘{Eb‘rcodeofconductmélﬁﬁmﬁ“ﬁmﬁlTﬂ?conductiﬁ
Th B BT DI FRI, SA B Y BT BT, MY regulatory authority ¥ ﬂ?ﬁ REll HiefH
forerT wTaT BT §aferg A #AT St & SRERA © & 3170 $9 TRE B U convention T3, Th
seminar'g]}?ﬂ%ﬁ,WWWWW@WW@@regUIateW%WWWI
RECIE|

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI): Mr.
Deputy Chairman, Sir, | am indeed very happy that we have had an instructive and a very extensive
discussion. fawR & T g81 7=l &1 fawy &9 |9 @i 7 S IR-TR SIEIWT 81 That the adverse
impact which today some ot the television programmes, which have excessive violence and are
obscene, the impact, the adverse impact they have on our social values, on our family values and
more especially on the young formative mind. Across the House Members have expressed their
anguish and deep concern and | have very methodically noted the points ot every single Member who
spoke here today. | just want to assure the House that | am not any different. | may be a Minister
today but | am a woman and | am a grandmother, | am as concerned as anyone of the Members who
spoke and those who did not speak when we see that the values that we have grown up with are
getting eroded. We all worry about our children seeing too much of television, even excessive
viewing of Cartoon TV is not good. The increasing violence in society makes us think that the viewing
of TV channels, TV shows and cinema are causing violence to increase in the society. But, as Mr.
Shyam senegal pointed out and some others, including, we, as public representatives, are
conscious of the fact that there some sections to the people, many of whom are young, who,
probably, may not be sharing our concerns in the same degree as we have voiced them today. Then,
of course, all us have directly or indirectly, placatingly or apprehensively talked of media. And the
sensitivity of the media to any kind of control, any type of attempts, much more so by a Government
to arbitrarily deal with them, regulate them or even to control them. We all realise that it is an
extremely sensitive subject. There are competing priorities. On the one hand, the right under article
19 of the Freedom of Expression and, on the other hand, equally important the concerns of civil
society, parliamentarians, NGOs, parents, weaker sections, courts directives and — Mr. Venkaiah
Naidu has gone — the 32nd Report of the Rajya Sabha Petitions Committee which has dealt with it
extensively. We all want to ensure that salutary community standards for broadcasting, etc. are
established. These discussions are not new, | am new, | have been for seven weeks in this Office
and, please, believe me when | tell you that from 1997, when it all began, in 1995 when we put the
Cable Regulatory Act in place, in 1994 we made the rules, and in 1997 when the Government of that
time brought a Broadcasting Bill to put in a mechanism in the Lok Sabha, the Lok Sabha was

dissolved and the Bill lapsed. | have with me the entire chronology of what happened at different
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times under different Governments and as Rajeev Shuklaji rightly said, all of us have been either
directly or indirectly in the Government of India since 1997 till date. | do not want to read out the
tabulation. The reason of my mentioning this is that we have all been concerned and yet this being
such a sensitive subject that each time any Government or any group of people or a Ministry has
taken up, made up its mind to put in place a mechanism, technology has advanced mushrooming of

television channels has taken place, uplinking and downlinking rules have changed the scenario.

The whole thing has to be discussed, interacted and spoken of with the stakeholders all over
again. | am making no excuses, but, realising the sensitivity all of us have condoned interaction,
discussion, the evolving of a consensus on what to put in place. | would like to mention that | am so
happy to hear so many of our hon. Members, in fact, almost everyone has spoken of the need to put
in place some credible mechanism maybe self-regulatory, but, certainly independent to deal with
Content Code and to deal with so many other issues concerning the various stakeholders. All over
the world and probably India is one of the few countries — | have again a list of all the countries of the
world — which have some regulator in place. Their powers, their terms of reference may be different.
But there are in place, regulators. India is probably one of the very few countries which do not have
regulations. The most popular model which most people have, not today, but, on earlier occasions in
our interactions, have referred to is OFCOM which is what guides the BBC. But there are several
countries all over the world that have these regulators in place. We in India also in the last few years
have developed some mechanism. Maybe it is not effective, maybe it does not have any statutory
power but the effort has been there and we should appreciate it. There is the National Broadcasters
Association, the NBA; the Indian Broadcasters Federation, the IBF. We are not happy with ASCI, as
Brindaji rightly said, because it takes for too long. The advertisements go on and they are not able to
stop them. They and we all have to work within the rules and the framework which we have around
us. We cannot ourselves violate something which has not yet given us the permission to deal with it
effectively and quickly. But these organisations have also established their own codes. | welcome this
for the simple reason, we may feel that they have not been able to do very much, but | welcome this
because of the desire on the part of broadcasters to give a content which is not obscene, which is
not violence prone, which can be seen by families together. That desire is there somewhere. Let us
recognise it. Maybe it has not been effective and we still have aberrations like what the channels that
have been mentioned in both Houses. In the course of one week there were two channels referred to
and two programmes referred to. | would not like to limit this debate to any individual programme but
| would like to say that even though they have set up these, they also realise that there are 480
channels today. | have the record of how many are uplinked and how many are downlinked. They
don't have a universal membership. It is difficult for any Body or any association which exists today,

no matter how correct their intentions or how deep their desire to conform to our standards of social
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norms may be, to represent all 480 channels. Therefore, it has been felt increasingly, as years went
on, to put in place a mechanism in the way of a Broadcasting Bill which would in its place put up a
Broadcasting Regulatory Authority of India. The Government has not been sitting absolutely inactive
and when | say Government | don't mean the one which came into office in 2009. | don't mean even
the one which came earlier in power in 2004. | mean Government since 1997. All of us have tried to
put in place committees, to have these discussions, to bring about Content Code regulations, to

discuss with the broadcasters and other stakeholders.

But, we have not arrived at anything, because anything which is initiated by the Government
turns out to be suspect. People feel that we are trying to control and that is not the intention of

anyone of us.

| would also like to say that even though the Government should not interfere — in the absence of
this mechanism, unfortunately, it has been the role of the Ministry of | & B, with the help of some of
the self-regulatory bodies or associations, with the help of an Inter-Ministerial Committee which was
specially put in place by the Government, headed by officer, with a definite proviso that the Ministry
of Women and Child Development must be represented, to look into all these aberrations of
violations referred to by Shri Naik and others codes of our Cable (Regulatory) Act, 1995 and the
Uplinking and Downlinking Rules. So, all these violations are looked into by this Committee. | would
say that it is an interim arrangement. The Government has also put in place, a year-or-so ago, a
mechanism to monitor electronic media. We have increased the number of channels from 150 to 300.

But, what | am trying to say is, we are not sitting 1 & DU BRI YIDR| 3y attempts CICZASESH ﬁﬁ,

TR T ST 81 TET 2 T &9 HE1 7 Bl B e o1 o b | I8 Al g1 HaeTefiat 2 i o
IR BEh dege €, S e G 7, Wil 89 Foavd SIIafid] @ 9 BRd 8, i 89 AN @t
AMfRE ARGIE WRTY &, 5l 1 W 3 7 Ugd, 39 efehIv | AR FATed BRI Bl B
QIS 3T G A ST 81T o6 fwel e -=R aral # 278 Afew faU g, 160 Rt gsdergHe &
forg Afew Ry 10 &iR wmag 119 9§ 81 9 2, Teh-31 SUIET AT HA B, 119 | W 31 geax Wl B
PRIATE] BI TS| PO ATed Pl da PR [T TAT AT FiTb ITPT content B AT Ugel AR ¥ e
T TE| Tl AT, Wb SHP AHTa MY I [ ST § i o1 9 It Wt 741 72 € 3R 39
TEel Wl XE &1 579 content &S TET T, AT FTAH HRT AMCH el 81 A1 I A DI ATIRATE] &
PR ToR ST (5T BT, AT B3 TWHT Hel B ST el Wl T 8, AP U 719 BT U B &
T S 41 TS B, 3P 3 B PR & 7Y, A7 W $B o & oy 3 o= v 191 98 Tt
g THY TP e Il AT 21 37T 480 TR ©, Bl 550 ATed 81 STYT 7R 3T 600 BT ST
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ey AR W 3 TR gE S A T FEN AR g [P I N s A A AN gh SR I A A
SITET S &1 S8 Sl TRP 1 el IoT &, Io1d gadt Sff 7 A IoT1 § 01 3R Fa<di 7 WY
991 519 a1 2, Ue 9 318 91d ¢ {6 TRP 984 Alfedfen B & 3R I8 o ¢H q1S1 8, I8
g% 3R TSACIZoI @ Uah X1 9 911 21 U 31R IR g% % U& $-89 Y 91, Afd 98 9
Tl P Th BARC &, ST SUT AT B <=1 918 &1 89 fa9Iy R IR TRP & Aol § &M 2 &
T g1 & a1 A Q1 SR FET [ BARC B1E U9 S &, FT9H WR&R & &I J95« 41 7,
I ITH! A1 I BT ARNFHR 7 8, AfFT TR B ALY ST WHR! JAES 7@ & fog
AIH THR H 3T, TR BRI SR BT 38T 21 U a1 AR B 6 &7 i ol &R ) e <=1 o)
JITST 480 TTe™T ©, Il 550 31T 600 TTed B, ST 3MIeT fded RweH, HD TV e 81T 31k o1t
THTATS 39 THRIR 4 3TF ¢ Y21 2.

1 1 e =St AT BAR <% H 81 AR Bl =Y e | GaR e Her! Al LR T
BRY 8| STq WaR e fHerht a1 § <2l § {6 89 AN WaR a1 uR faer 81 il 81 g9 Arorar
T & A1 U &1 T TAR IO HART Y SHfoRe Ia: @aR &l el ¥ gAd §1 514 89 I8
FEd 2 o Nifear ¥ ASHIR Sueres FRaM &1 U 950 9971 I 89 fa@mar &, @t g9 araem ae i &
BIg AREBHIT T8 < &1 §, DR G181 § [ B BROT QA I &, 1 7 9 g9 IR AT G141
TS Bl T8 Pl SIRCThdber 81 81 Fadl 81 77 F81 & Ue Wwgele 91l 991 9gd aifvard 2
T "B Prol’ UL B, IS 01 WY F Aarolt, Ta. Y. oy S orewet B Al Sl
JoH BIC H U U1.375.Te. TSI Bl fl, I8 = W& 51 sl s~ |ral # G B 4 g9 g
IR, U YfthsfacH ®Iga fHU 1 NBA T81 1T &, IBF I8 1Y &, Rifde Srirscl & Ja1sa geltg 19
%IG@#%OW?WWWg&H QJT,ﬁWﬁéhad suo motu put up two committees. One

of them was under the distinguished legal luminary, Mr. Nariman, to look into the role of the media.
We all had attended their meetings. We all had responded to their cal s to give our points of view.
They also came out strongly for a self-regulatory body. What | am saying is that this self-regulatory
body seems to be the only way out. | am very happy to tell the House that for the last seven weeks,
my colleagues, in the Ministry, and | myself had three meetings with the NBA, the IBF, the ASCI and
other individual stakeholders on how to move forward. We cannot have these debates in Parliament
and have Members of Parliament anguished and angry, and rightly so; have expressed their
concerns and apprehensions. So, we have had three meetings so far. They want to talk, they want
to discuss and interact and they wanted us to nominate somebody, from the Ministry, who would
take this process further. We had, in the third meeting, named the Secretary, |&B, and his
colleagues, whoever he wants to take with him, to have these discussions. And, | do hope that at the
end of it, we will be able to arrive at a way of putting a regulatory body in place. There is a fear. And,
the fear is, as many of you, especially, Mr. Benegal, said, that if this regulatory body will only be
control-content, and it is the Government is a Member, who will be appointing the Chairman, and all
the Members. There is an apprehension. So, we will try our best to not only make it credible, self-
regulatory, independent, but we would also like to put in place representatives of stakeholders of

the media, members of the civil society; maybe as ex officio members, the concerned officials of the
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Government, just to keep abreast. And, the self-regulatory body is that what we have in mind. We
have had discussions with the State Governments. Most of the State Governments have replied in
support of this move. But the fear that our people have about, it being a controlled body, is what we
are trying to dispel in the process. We have started to arrive at a clear format of what we are going to

do.

Mr. Venkaiah Naidu had mentioned about the Rajya Sabha Committee. did want to tell him that

the Ministry has taken some action on his report. But that is also on the same thing.

Some other suggestions have come up from civil society; and they are being implemented by
channels, like parental locks. But then that doesn't work, it doesn't work in the sense that when we
live in one room or one family having a single TV, it doesn't work. You watch a TV together, but
parental locks are something which are increasingly being put in. Defusing, blurring of images of the
dead, victims of violence, discrimination, exploitation, especially, women, are being increasingly
done by channels. We are being conscious. Watershed system has been talked of that all borderline
programmes should be permitted only from 11.00 p.m. to 4.00 a.m. A greater emphasis and care is
being put by channels themselves in a self-regulatory mode to show live only what is live and not to
have replay being shown as live. The Election Commission has come out with its own suggestions of
do's and don'ts during elections. All these concerns, in my frank opinion, can be put in place only if
we are able to work towards this self-regulatory body. | agree that the Press Council of India may not
have teeth. But | don't think, in recent years, anyone has said that the Press Council of India is
controlled by Government. Maybe, we have to look at it all afresh, visit these institutions and
mechanisms once again. If the teeth are needed, what kind, this can only be done by discussion and
by interaction. So. | am very happy that the Members, by and arge, were all for putting in place this

body.

Believe me, the debate, the speeches, the points all of you have made, are going to be by
themselves quite a pressure on all of us who are trying to define a way forward and to put in place

this mechanism which have referred to several times.

Brindaji, | am extremely surprised to hear about it; | don't know how | missed it. | do read
newspapers quite thoroughly. But | did miss this item on Delhi, | will take it out and send it to the
Press Council of India for whatever they can do. But | do agree with Mr. Raut that something has to
also be like a social movement by all of us. We need to switch off channels. | am not putting it all on
you, please. | have already accepted that what we have to do, we have to do. But we have to also
think a little out-of-the-box while all this mechanism is being formulated, while we keep you informed
of all what we are doing and the progress we are achieving and keeping in mind that this process has

been going on for the last 12 years. | do feel that it is a welcome idea if we start some kind of social
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movements which will increase the voice of the people, especially, of all of us who don't want to see

programmes which hurt our sensitivity.

RfY 2R yATE SiY SR RTSid Yot STt A TRP & % | BT AT 89 ARl 7 S oI B BMH
faT 81 89 AN TRAI & 9T I TRAI 7 I8 d1d BARC & gJe @ fF 98 S99 Ta-He & &
nominiees YW, <fd- BARC WRBR & A1 [epd qrerial T8l I dTedll 396 ATdl Th

Standing Committee of Parliament on Information Technology = Y 3ot RUTE ARBR BI U9 B 3R
Trferamie | I ot ..(caaum)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD : Madam Minister, will you yield for a minute ?
SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: Yes.

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Madam Minister, you may recall, | did not at all talk of content
regulation, and, | hope with your wide experience, you would know that TRP management has
nothing at all to do with content. It is a private body which has acquired this right as a prop up of
advertisers. Now, if we have 400 channels, mass viewing, why don't you come with a proper
legislation making an autonomous body to monitor TRP? What is the problem there? There is no
content conflict at all.

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: | am sorry, | did not say that TRP and content are the same. In seven
weeks, | have, at least, learnt that much! | told you that TRP is a privately run organisation between
the industry and advertising houses. It has got nothing to do with content. But you did say rightly that
there is freedom of media; that there is right of creativity; there is obligation to society and creativity in
advertisements should not dilute society. You said something like that. | am only upholding what you
said.

oft HerTer R8T : FsH, AU ..(FHH)...

STl JIfRIRT | < 3 S5 FaTe B 41 STamd < T E S AN A WRBR DI kW F SIRYT &
ATl H A T $B HeH A TG 51 87 TRAI & U 41 TY, I8/ 1 89 379+ Faima fav| Mt
3T GBI CaTGATSN B Sl T hST BHT &, I Al 3o RuRe &1 7 ok 3 99 U & fawn &t
3R 9 T8 € & a8f M g ST ST a1t a1s oMY, S 80T & g0 fal SRl e T 21 89 |a
ST BT 3 9T BT UEAT © b 3 HIeR H8i-Pel vy S €1 Sl SR -HeHR ST G- b
SATHI A T& & A7 i A1 -$¥¢ @l Wed 7 84 B, ITd! 5981 & IR 1 I Big H+ el &l 2
IR 37! 3201 B TE REma 2 ...(@ae™)... S gf, fEr, g@t s7at off e S, &9 ol @t
|1 37 31! @ SaTaT T <8 71 $aforg el de A W E fF A R fAm e g, AW
P g8 § 3R T & A o 98 ¥ g WY onud! I =IET of f5 S F ' R W@ ¥
..(TAET)...

it Rrare foardt : STgvmafa S, A 450 S 9§ g ward ST 9TEd g R 869 o

AT S 9 S 1 9l fha 2, S9! Bl Wi a1 S, I8 I 3R ST&! TRBR B S@T1
gl

oft STquTafy : 9E 1 97 941 < B

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: Sir, | welcome the interventions of all the Members, and |
specially underline that | felt strengthened and supported that everyone, in one way or the other, had
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suggested that there should be some regulatory body, independent, credible and with some teeth,
which would take care of violations by anyone, whether they be advertisers or content creators, if
they violate either the code or the regulatory act, or the up-linking and down-linking rules, that would
look after that. | have already welcomed that. | have told you that you must give me a little more time.
You have taken 12 years; | am not asking for that much! This is the way to go forward.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, let her complete.

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: The confusion is there because you are constantly talking about
self-regulation when self-regulation has miserably failed. So, what we are unanimously suggesting in
this House, Sir, is that an independent regulatory authority should be set up through an appropriate
legislation by Parliament. This is what we are suggesting. Don't leave it to them to set up their own

bodies.

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: | would like to inform the hon. Member that | did inform - and | do not
want to repeat what | have said — that in the last couple of years, in the absence of anything else,

and no, wanting Government to perform the role of a regulatory, self-regulation...
SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT : We do not want Government regulation, Madam.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, let her complete. ...(Interruptions)... Let the hon. Minister

complete.

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: Sir, | have to make this point. It is not about Government regulation.

We want an independent regulator.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You may intervene later. Let the hon. Minister complete.

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: Sir, it is not only Government that has to regulate,
...(Interruptions)... Sir, it is not only Government control on the one hand and control of media
barons on the other. These are not the only two alternatives in this country. We should have an

independent regulator.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, let the hon. Minister complete.

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: Sir, | am extremely sorry that | have not been able to convey what | am
saying, in an articulate manner, to a very articulate MP, Shrimati Brinda Karat. | just said that |
appreciate the self-regulatory bodies which have come up in the absence of anything else, which all
of us had felt, should have been in place in the last 12 years, that is, an independent regulatory
authority. | welcome this move. It should be viewed as a move towards adhering to the programme
and advertisement code. We are talking about it with them. | have said that we are trying; the

Broadcast Bill has been discussed with States.

The draft Bill made by my Ministry is on the Ministry's website. The idea of putting it on the
website was to get more inputs and have a national debate. These things have to be talked out.

The situation is always an evolving situation with technology moving daily at a fast pace. Whatever we
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arrive at finally by legislation or by an Act of Parliament, it should have the maximum consensus
around it. That is what we are trying to work out. | have only asked for some more time from the

House. | hope the hon. Members would give me this time.
it HATA IR : R, ...(FTHT)...

2 TR : T8 BT AT ...(FAYH)... TET, T 3@ 3T GaATeA-SIa1d dgl 8 T ...(FALH)...
WWW@WI ...(FIGYT)... Message from Lok Sabha...( AdHT)... 31d SiTCiQ—G'Gl'IE'QI

MESSAGE FROM LOK SABHA

Motion on Constitution of the Joint Committee on Offices of Profit

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, | have to report to the House the following message received from
the Lok Sabha, signed by the Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha:

"I am directed to inform you that Lok Sabha, at its sitting held on Monday, the 27th July, 2009,
adopted the annexed motion regarding Constitution of the Joint Committee on Offices of Profit.

| am to request that the concurrence of Rajya Sabha in the said motion, and also the names of
the members of Rajya Sabha appointed to the Joint Committee, may be communicated to this
House."

Motion

"That a Joint Committee of the Houses to be called the Joint Committee on Offices of Profit be
constituted consisting of fifteen members, ten from this House and five from the Rajya Sabha,
who shall be elected from amongst the members of each House in accordance with the system
of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote:

That the functions of the Joint Committee shall be —

to examine the composition and character of all existing "committees” [other than those
examined by the Joint Committee to which the Parliament (Prevention of Disqualification) Bill, 1957
was referred] and all "committees” that may hereafter be constituted, membership of which may
disqualify a person for being chosen as, and for being, a member of either House of Parliament under
artice 102 of the Constitution;

to recommend in relation to the "committees" examined by it what offices should disqualify and
what offices should not disqualify;

to scrutinize, from time to time, the Schedule to the Parliament (Prevention of Disqualification)
Act, 1959, and to recommend any amendments in the said Schedule, whether by way of addition,

omission or otherwise;

That the Joint Committee shall, from time to time report to both Houses of Parliament in respect
of all or any of the aforesaid matters;
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