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Demand for early completion of railway projects in tribal areas of Orissa particularly in Mayurbhanj

district

SHRI BHAGIRATHI MAJHI (Crissa): Sir, in the Railway Budget, 2009-2010, presented by the
Government, the people of Mayurbhanj District of Crigsa State have been neglected, as the tribal

people of this region have got nothing.

During NDA regime, only & major work of broad gauge line caonversion from Bupsa to Bangariposi
wag sanctioned which is aleo pending. Now, therefore, the people of the tribal dominated area of
Mayurbhan District of Origsa have four major demands. Firstly, the super fast train from Baripada to
Bhubaneshwar has to be extended up to Puri. At present, there is no AC coach in this train. So, the
demand is that AC coach has to be provided in the train. Secondly, there is an urgent need of a
passenger train from Baripada to Howrah, & big market in Kolkata, for business class peaple. Third
demand is construction of a new line from Baripada to Jamshedpur wiz Gorumahisani, which will be a
major support for this area's development, and, fourth s that the Tata-Badampahar rall line should

be extended up to Keonjhar.

|, therefore, request the Gaovernment to take immediate steps to fulfil the above mentioned

demands of the peaple of Crigsa.

SHRI RUDRA NARAYAN PANY (Oriesa): Sir, | assaciate myself with the Special Mention made
by the hon. Member.

Request to encourage the development of Life Sciences Laboratories of DRDO

SHRI SANTOSH BAGRCDIA (Rajasthan): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | would like to draw the
attention of the House to the unsung and often underestimated contribution of the nine life-aciences
laboratories of DRDO in providing protection to our Armed Forces against hazardous erwiranment.
The mandate of thege DRDOO labs s to enhance survivahility, sustainability, efficiency and lethality of

our 13 milien soldiers operating in extreme enviranmental conditions. Out of the total Defence R&D
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Budget of Rs. 6,000 croreg, the share of the life sciences laboratories is meagre one per cent of this
amourt. The life sciences laborataries of DRDO have developed composite herbal preparation to
supplement nutritional requirements ag algo the treatment of high altitude maladies and cold injuries
1o enhance survivahility. A path-breaking research has led to improvement of blood oxygen level and
has saved more than H00 lives of the froops in extreme high altitude areas. With high altitude
agriculture, 4000 metric tonnes of fresh vegetables have been produced, catering to 56 per cent of
total reguirements of the troops in western Himalayas. Considering the steep freight charges of
fransporting wvegetables, it is a =aving for the excheguer. About Re. 400 crore worth nuclear-
biclogical-chemical products, developed with a meagre investment of Rs. 30 crare by these
laboratories, have been inducted into the services. The processed food technologies developed for
scldiers have also been transferred to food processing industries in civil sector as spin off.
Cansidering the handicap, our forces would have to suffer without these products. |, therefare,
request the Government to see that instead of dismantling, these institutions should be further

developed and strengthened.

Demand for Central assistance to save the State of Nagaland

from drought like conditions

SHRI KHEKIHO ZHIMOMI (Nagaland): Han. Deputy Chairman, Sir, through you, | would like ta
draw the attention of the Union Gavernment towards the drought-like condition in the State of

MNagaland.

Sir, the current moneoon geason has recorded the lowest rainfall during the last five years in the
State of Nagaland. The unprecedented drought situation has adversely affected the current season's
paddy traneplantation as well as fhum cultivation, which is entirely dependent on seasonal rains. The
horiculture crops have failed to flower with reports of unusual pest and ingect infestation. Like ather
parts of the country, Nagaland is also facing a very high monsoon deficit. Against an average rainfall
of 760.50 mm normally received during the pericd from January to 15th July, only 47118 mm of
rainfall has been received this year, indicating a deficit of about one-third. This has already affected
25 per cent of Jhum cultivation and 50 per cent of Wet cultivation. Normal life in the State has also
been =everely affected, with more and more people afflicted with drought-related diseases and
sickness . Many have lost their livelihood because agricultural activities have come to & standstill. Due
1o a lack of enough fodder, the livestock are alsa dying. Crops have failed and a possible famine and

shortage of food are looming large in the State.

Keeping in view the grave situation arising out of the drought-hit conditions, the State
Government had already declared the State as a 'drought-hit' State for the current season. The
State Government has set up State-level and District-level Task forces to assess the situation and

provide relief to the affected people.
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