the Government. Crucially, with demand fast exceeding supplies, the prices of these commodities

are bound to increase.

The Government has been failing to curb the massive speculation that has been yet another
cause of this spurt in the price of essentials. Several market players have intervened both in the spot
markets and futures markets, wherever such intervention in futures market is possible and build up
huge positions. This has suddenly perked the demand for these products and in turn has been a
further trigger for the price rise. | urge the Government to clarify on the steps taken on tackling the
near drought like condition prevailing in the country, bringing down the inflation of essential
commodities, notably food items, curbing speculation in these items of mass consumption, reviving

the Essential Commodities Act and completely scrapping the futures market.
SHRI S. ANBALAGAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself with this subject.

Concern over scarcity of pure drinking water in the country

1. 9| STHR (ISR : ITFATART SfY, STl 8% AN BI A Sawgaal 5l 941 59 91 4
IRFRA g o5 8= w7ol, gy, S A1 A7 & ST & foQ g1 & 918 U1 & g8 el Sivd ol 84,
ST AT G BT FBTT A TAT 317 TR bl I+ Sftes & forg wapfar Y <1 31

3J: B A BT I W STHO NUPR &, fhg, B 31 91a & % e diaan 7 98 Hie
3R Tes YIoTd, gF I Afte 7 1 R a9 387 &, S 3 SeH! A1 TG AT SEH T8
GRIE Fehd|

32 S F 3P & H AN IYE HAT FARTSS Geh oIt A Ui b fo1q faaer €, foraqsd HRom
B3 AN BRI IH THR BT FATRGT & RIGR ST 9T 9 8, Rraat #gh fafeeear 9 9 Sw
THR A BRI H Tl T2 Bl

32 T ARBR I IR & b T STl BT HIST g1 dTel SREM T Tl P TR
T g S| H STFeRT & qariad UE die? Fs STd Bl ¥ a9 HieT qe1 w@ws a9 §
T 80 T @Y AT 31Tl 21 IS I FE & O WRBR W U SR I TATY T7 31 AEHT 6
ST I1 1 BT BT B H T ey W8 Ygoidl SUde HRIY A1d 3 AGH! 3Fd SRl 9 99
| TAT S ST Ul b |

Demand to make yoga and naturopathy accessible to every village

it ST ART (BTG) © SUAHIILY Sff, WA B Afdramier arare 71 & &l § ok gt
|1 H It F AN IR B Y g SRR 98 TRI 9 $T W ST B 5 TR0 g
ST 9gd Tl 811 81 TG AR a1 T T HR Gl | 41 ST © [ AN a Wi e
# garsll &1 IUANT TE 81, UR Sfa el § YR oy, TP Faw g, ur, g onfy &1 Suam
TP T faferea gl 21 2 31 gan © 6 acia 7 57 foy ore ade el g ud <wr
$aA 3 FR1 T WRBR B! TETIAT BT ST b Bl
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=1 e g T ariior ey e IS # AT g Wi e & forg o 4 amde @,
a1 URIe e | geh bes Tiel & oIy SATqH IR0 F Hreare el 8iR TRT Jarai
DI ST G I GAT TG BT AT TEATAT ST F |

Demand to grant fellowships to muslim students on par with
S.C./S.T. under Rajiv Gandhi Fellowship Scheme

SHRI SYED AZEEZ PASHA (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, in the recent observations and
recommendations of the Justice Rajender Sachar Committee, it is mentioned that Muslims are
educationally, socially and economically backward. Most of the Muslim youngsters are not able to
continue their studies in all fronts, that is, school, higher and technical education, particularly in
higher education due to financial problems. In view of the above facts, | request you to provide
financial assistance to Muslims who are pursuing higher studies in Post Graduation for M.Phil.,
Ph.D., M.Tech., etc., through UGC/CSIR.

It is to be noted that recently the Government of India has started a new fellowship through UGC
to SCs/STs under the head of Rajiv Gandhi Fellowship for SC/ST students without appearing in
UGC/CSIR National Eligibility Test. On the same grounds and same guidelines, | request that the
Government should initiate steps to provide fellowships in the present Budget to Muslims to provide

equal opportunities to poor Muslims for continuing their higher education.

| also request and suggest that this fellowship should be named after the first Education Minister
and founder of the University Grants Commission, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. This will be

appreciated by the Muslims throughout the country.

| request the Government to initiate action to implement this fellowship from this academic year

itself.

Demand to simplify the process of issuing loans to the micro, small and medium enterprises in

the country

SHRI B.S. GNANADESIKAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | would like to bring to the notice of the
Government the declining situation of micro, small and medium enterprises sector and request for
providing special package simplifying the procedures for the issue of loans to micro small and
medium enterprises as a step for boosting this sector. MSME sector has made a significant
contribution to industrial production and is vital to the country's economy. Over 300 million people
are getting employment directly or indirectly in 12.8 million MSMEs in the country. It accounts for
about 39 per cent of manufacturing output, 33 per cent of exports, and 6 per cent of the GDP. This
sector has been affected by the economic meltdown. The global financial situation continues to
remain uncertain and resultantly this sector is also facing a build up of a large inventory and delayed
payments. The nationalised banks and State financial institutions do not consider giving loans to the
MSE sector under the Credit Guarantee Fund Trust Loan Scheme, which is free from collateral

security for loans up to Rs. One crore. The GDP contribution of MSME sector is equivalent to
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