Need to resolve the dispute between the FCI and the Railways regarding transportation charges of
rice stocks in Andhra Pradesh

SHRI M.V. MYSURA REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | wish to bring to the notice of this august
House the shabby way in which rice stocks in the FCI godown are dealt with by the FCI and the
Railways at a time when the people of Andhra Pradesh are screaming for rice due to unprecedented

increase in price.

The FCI has constructed Railway Siding Godowns on Railways land at Miryalaguda in Andhra
Pradesh with a condition that the FCI would pay Rs. 1.27 paise per quintal per month to the
Railways, apart from other charges. The capacity of the godown is 50,000 metric tonnes and the
quantity of rice rotting in the godown is 42,000 metric tonne. There is a dispute between the FCI and
the Railways with regard to transportation charges. The Railways claim that the FCI has to pay Rs. 3
lakhs more and the FCI is denying it. Due to this, foodgrains worth Rs. 65 crores are rotting in the
godown. If it is delayed for three more months, they will not be fit for human consumption and have
to be thrown in sea. Surprisingly, the FCI has so far spent more than Rs. 10 lakhs for storage of
foodgrains. Attitude of the Railways and the FCI amuses me because on one hand, millers are not
able to procure rice from farmers as there is scarcity of place in the godown and on the other,
farmers are not getting Minimum Support Price for rice. Here, the FCI and the Railways are fighting

for a paltry sum of Rs. 3 lakhs.

In view of this, | implore upon the Prime Minister to immediately direct Ministers of Food and
Railways to immediately resolve the petty dispute and transport foodgrains to their destinations
without further delay.

Need to take effective measures to check the illegal mining of coal, its transportation and theft in
Chhindwada district of Madhya Pradesh
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