SHRIBHARATKUMAR RAUT (Maharashtra): Sir, a lot has been spoken about the swine flu
in Pune and other surrounding areas. | would not like to the “flu’ part of it. My worry is about the
panic that has been spread in Pune and surrounding areas. Yes, there is an outburst of
epidemic, hut, at the same time, there is another outburst of panic and, more than that,
rumours. The rumours are so much that everybody in Pune and surrounding areas are scared
and afraid about themselves and, more than that, about their children. | appreciate the efforts
and the explanation of the Minister. But, apart from controlling the actual epidemic, it is also the
responsibility of the Government to control the panic situation and the rumours mills because
these have long-standing effect. If you remember, Sir, twelve years ago, there was an epidemic
of plague in Surat. More than the disease, it was the rumour that had created a lot of panic all
over the country. So, it is the responsibility of both, the State Government as well as the Central
Government, to ensure that panic is not created because panic can also pose similar problem
like the epidemic. So, | would like to suggest, as the hon. Member has said, use private
television, use Government television, radio, public hoarding, railway station announcements to
tell the people that they should not get scared and there are enough medicines; there are
sufficient number of doctors, and there is a cure to this. If vou are ahle to create that kind of
trust and confidence in the minds of people, they will not be worried. Yes, epidemic is there.
God forbid, it has happened. But we have to be ready to fight against it. And, if all people, with
conscience, come together only then it can happen. My suggestion is that the Government
should take the help of the other Ministries also — the hon. Minister of Information and
Broadcasting is sitting here, take her help — and create an atmosphere of confidence among

the people. Thank you very much.

Reported construction of Atomic Reactor in Myanmar
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Strike by the employees of the Nationalised Banks in the country
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