Demand to fulfil various needs pertaining to rail network in the State of Tripura

SHRI MATILAL SARKAR (Tripura): Sir, the conversion work of metre gauge to broad gauge is a
long due task of the Railway authorities in the North-East, where about half the length comprises of
metre gauge lines. The entire line to Tripura is of metre gauge. The conversion works in the Lumding-
Badarpur sector have been badly affected on account of insurgency in that part of Assam. As the
problems of insurgency are not merely law and order problems, the Central Government should
come to the help of the concerned State. Conversion work cannot wait. | invite the attention of the
Central Government to this acute problem. Secondly, there is a heavy pressure of passengers on the
railway line between Agartala and Dharmanagar in Tripura. There is a tremendous demand for
starting a train from Agartala to Dharmanagar in the morning and return in the evening. This is the
high time to implement this. | would request the Central Government to concede to this genuine
demand.

Thirdly, the works of extension of railway lines from Agartala to Sabroom have not yet started.
This needs more care and attention.

Fourthly, Agartala and Kolkata may be well connected by rail through Bangladesh. What is
needed is a segment of railway line of 13 kilometres from Agartala to the nearest railway station in
Bangladesh. The matter should be taken up with Bangladesh at appropriate level. It is needless to
say that both the countries will be benefited by this. | urge upon the Central Government to give due
importance to the four issues raised above and take suitable steps as matters of priority.

Demand to include people belonging to Rajvanshi community in
the list of Scheduled Tribes
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Need to take effective measures to check the infiltration of
Bangladeshis in the country
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Demand to establish centre for Similipal studies under the
North Orissa University

MS. SUSHILA TIRIYA (Orissa): Sir, a draft proposal has been submitted by the North Orissa
University to the Ministry of Environment and Forests to establish a Centre for Similipal Studies under
the university near Jashipur, at the foothill of Similipal Biosphere Reserve. As a matter of fact, the
Similipal Biosphere Reserve is a huge natural property of the country which needs in-depth studies.
The Centre will cater to the needs of the people, researchers, visitors, tourists as well as five lakh

inhabitants inside the core and buffer areas.

It is a unique God-gifted nature of beauty which later on constituted four units, namely, Similipal
Wildlife Sanctuary constituted on 2306.61 kilometre; Similipal National Park constituted on 845.70
kilometre; Similipal Tiger Reserve constituted on 2,750 kilometre, and, the Similipal Biosphere
Reserve constituted on 5,569 kilometre. According to the research conducted by different
organisations, huge existence of limonite, bauxite, more than one crore tonnes of diesel, gold,
platinum and mercury at Nauna, Gudgudia and Billpagha has been found.

The enormous forest resources will also enhance the socio-economic status of the ethnic people

as well as eco-tourism aspects.

The study can be the milestone for the upliftment of the tribals of Orissa in general and Districts of
Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar, in particular. |, therefore, urge upon the Government to establish the
Centre of Similipal Studies under the North Orissa University at the earliest.

Need for an inquiry into the reported irregularities in the
import of aircraft carrier Admiral Gorshkov
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