REPORT ON INDIAN PARLIAMENTARY PARTICIPATION
AT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, | lay on the Table, a copy (in English and Hindi) of the Report on
the participation of the Indian Parliamentary Delegation at the One hundred and Twentieth Assembly
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) held in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) from 5th to 10th April, 2009.

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS

Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the thirtieth and
Thirty-first Reports of the Department-related Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Defence

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI A.K. ANTONY): Sir, | make a statement regarding status of
implementation of recommendations contained in the Thirtieth and Thirty-first Reports of the

Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Defence.

Status of implementation of recommendations contained in the
Thirty-third and Thirty-Fifth reports of the Department-related Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Labour

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF TEXTILES (SHRIMATI PANABAKA LAKSHMI):
Sir, | make statements regarding status of implementation of recommendations contained in the
Thirty-third and Thirty-fifth Reports of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Labour.

MATTERS RAISED WITH PERMISSION
Plight of cycle rickshaw pullers in cities
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Clearance of relief material sent by the Indian Red Cross Society from Colombo port

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, last week, during Question Hour, on 23rd July, 2009, the
first question raised by Shri Shreegopal Vyas was on the camps of Tamil victims in Sri Lanka, The
Government admitted that the total number of Eelam Tamil refugees in the camps was 2,87,970. The
Government also said that the Government and the High Commission were monitoring the situation

and providing extensive humanitarian assistance to the IDPs in relief camps.

Sir, disturbed, perturbed and concerned about the plight of Tamils in Eelam, the Tamil diaspora,
particularly from the West, sent 840 tonnes of relief material in 27 containers by the ship, M.V.
Captain Ali. The Sri Lankan Government disallowed the ship saying that it was carrying cargo sent by
the LTTE for propaganda. The ship was stationed near Chennai for days. There was hue and cry
from the people of Tamil Nadu. Finally, the Government of India saw to it that Sri Lanka accepted it.
The containers were unloaded in Chennai; the Indian Red Cross took charge of it and shipped it to
Colombo by M.V. Captain Colorado. The cargo reached Colombo on 9th July. But because of the
tussle between the Sri Lankan Red Cross and the Indian Red Cross over port charges and
transportation charges, the relief materials lie in the Colombo Port since July 9. The Indian
Government has washed its hands off saying that it got the materials shipped to Colombo. The Sri
Lankan Government publicised the humanitarian face of it by allowing it to come to Colombo and did
nothing after that. But the relief materials have not reached the refugees for whom they were

intended. It is not a simple relief material, Sir. A lot of emotions from the umbilical-cord relations are
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