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Need to take effective steps to protect the land for Gurudwaras in Pakistan

SARDAR TARLOCHAN SINGH (Haryana): Everyone is aware that at the time of partition of India
in 1947, the Sikh Community migrated to India. The majority of historic holy places of Sikhs were in
that part of India which is now Pakistan. Even the birth place of our founder, Guru Nanak Deviji is at
Nankana Sahib, forty kms. from Lahore. The Archaeological Department of Pakistan had listed 130
important historical holy places of the Sikhs in that country. All these Gurudwaras had large holdings
of land which were donated mostly by Maharaja Ranjeet Singh and other Sikh Chieftains from time to
time. The Janam Asthan Gurudwara at Nankana Sahib has thousands of acres of land. After 1947,
the Wagf Board of Pakistan took the control of all the Gurudwaras and they are still managing the

Gurudwaras as well as land attached with the Shrines.

Both India and Pakistan signed an agreement called Nehru-Liakat Ali Pact in which it was
assured that the Pakistan Government will properly maintain the Sikh shrines and the properties. Few
days ago, 34 acres of land belonging to Gurudwaras Bebe Nanki, sister of Guru Nanak Devji, has
been taken for construction of Defence colony. This Gurudwara is located at Dera Chahal, 35 kms.
from Lahore. Similar cases have been occurring many times. Even the conservation and
maintenance of the holy Sikh shrines has been neglected and many historical places have already
disappeared. UNESCO has issued direction to maintain tenable and untenable cultures of the
communities. Pakistani Government has never cared to abide by this and to maintain and conserve
the Sikh historical places. The Sikhs lived there for centuries. This is a serious matter which requires
an immediate diplomatic approach at the highest level with the Pakistan authorities. The Government
of India should take up this important issue with the Pakistan Government. We fear that slowly and

slowly, the traces of our history will vanish in Pakistan.

DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself with the Special

Mention.

Need for Amonitoring committee to oversee the proper utilisation of Haj subsidy
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