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Demand to take measures to enhance gensration capacity of

thermal powsr plants in Tamil Nadu

SHRI A. ELAVARASAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | would like to bring to the natice of the Government
the unprecedented power cut existing in Tamil Nadu, which has caused severe negative impact on
textiles and industries. Indian industries have suffered a massive loss of over Re. 43,000 crore in the
recently concluded financial year, due to non-availability and mismanagement of power. Particularly,
the textile industry in Tamil Nadu has been passing through unprecedented crisie due to acute power
shortage for the last couple of years. The textile industry in Tamil Nadu accounts for I/3rd of the
textile size and 50 per cent of the spinning capacity in the country, providing jobs for over 10 million
people, drectly and indirectly and fetching fareign exchange to the tune of Re. 30,000 crores. During
the years between 2001- 20064, spinning mills in Tamil Nadu were running round the clock and were
busy expanding their operational capacities. Presently, a major part of the spinning mille which
involves in manufacturing yarn remaing idle. Several units are closing down, putting the jobs of
thousands of the workers inta jeopardy and many others have nat received their wages for months.
322 mills were closed during the previous year, leaving more than 2 lakh workers jobless. Due to the
ongoing continuous power crisis, mills are running anly on 55 per cent of their production capacity,

resulting in huge cuts in production and widespread lay-offs.

Therefore, | urge the Government fo immediately initiate war-time steps fo enbhance the
production capacity of existing thermal power stations and introduce new projects in Tamil Nadu,

Thank you, Sir.

SHRI S. ANBALAGAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | would like to associate myself with the Special

Mention made by the hon. Member.
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