21, 2ifepe goie # IR VR el & ST &) S il arterrd of, 3 andend 0¥ =Y g = foreerw 216 <
I AT B, SH OX R B e

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Samajwadi Party hasg left with anly 2 minutes. Now, Dr. Malaisamy.
You have got 12 minutes.

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, aur party has gat 12 minutes. Now, it is nearly 1o’ clock.
Fither you allow Mr. Malaizamy to complete hig speech. Or, | reguest you to adjourn the House for
lunch. He will start his speech after lunch.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay.
The House is adjourned for lunch till 2 ¢ clock.
The House then adjourned for lunch at fifty-six minutes past twelve of the clock.
The House re-aszembled after lunch at two of the clock.

THE VICE-GHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN) in the Chair
THE BUDGET (JHARKHAND), 2009-10

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENAY: Sir, |
beg to lay on the Table a statement (in English and Hindi) of the estimated recelpts and expenditure
of the State of Jharkhand for the year 2002-10.

THE BUDGET (RAILWAYS) 2009-10 -- Contd.

DR. K. MALAISAMY (TamH Nadu): 3ir, at the outeet, | feel at home, az if | have done my job on
seeing the Chair.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN); Okay, then, you give the chance to the next
speaker.

DR. K. MALAIBAMY: Sir, let me start with a word of thanks in abundance to the Chair Tor having
called me as a second speaker on behalf of the ALRDMK to speak on the Railway Budget.

Fully conscious of the time given and task ahead of the House, | would try to be as brief as
possible. My task seems to be fairly easy, particularly when many of the points, which | canceive,
have been well-delivered by both the sides. So, my task has become guite easy. | would like to
divulge and dilate on some thrugt areas and omitted areas. My total obeervation will be divided inta
four parts, namely, the hits and the highlights on the one side. ... Interruptions ...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Within the time allotted ta your party.

DR. K. MALAISANMY: The pits and depressions on the other side. One has been hailed by the
Treazury Benches and wailed by the other gide. | would like to be in between.

201



|'would like to place some suggestions. Ultimately, | would like to list out some of the impartant

projects in Tamil Nadu for which Railway Minister’s special attention would be required.

Coming to the point, ag far as the pat and praise for the Rallway Minister is concerned, | would
like to quote the words of our hon. Madam, Dr. J. Jayalalitha, who hes said, "that it is a Budget
which has to be patted and praised for the simple reason that the hon. Raillway Minister has not
increased the freights and passenger fare, while there 2 increase in general amenities, facilities,
catering facilities, health care, etc., etc., which are well listed.” On the whole, it appears to be a pro-
pecple-budget and aam aaami’s budgst, in conformity of the UPA Government’s palicy. In shaort,
whatever may be the hidden idea ar the inner aim af hon. Minister, the fact remaine that she has kept
the vote bank in mind. In other words, it has got both, plug and minus. | am reminded of an cld
saying, “A statesman will think about the next generation, while a palitician will think about the next
elections.” | leave it to the House, and to the Chair to decide whether the Budget has been decided
by a statesman or a politician. Sir, as far as | am concerned, as a student of Econamics, and a
student of Management, | wag taught that in Economice you have to think out what ig going to be
your end and for achieving that end, ane should have management in ferms of organisation,
manpower, structure and cperation etc. In other words, there should be a managerial requirement,
namely, the means to achieve the end. Sir, a= far as | could =ee, the Ralway is a massive
organisation. It is a magnificent organisation. It is a physical organisation. It g the world’s third
largest network organisation under one single management. With 63,000-odd kilometre length, with
50 lakh employees and so many other factors, it g a huge organisation and as such, it is the lifeline of
the naticn. We are all praize for the Railways. For an organisation of this nature, one must have a
vigion to do, one must have a mission to do, one must have a political will and one must have a
political skill to execute. If only all these things are combined together, 8 massive arganization like
this can do something. Sir, | very much doubt whether the entire exercise has been dane in this

particular case.

Coming to the core area, what | have done is, | have divided the finandal aspect and other
aspects. As far ag the financial aspect is concerned, assumptions and appraisals are very much
needed to prepare a Budget. As far az | could see, whatever assumptions and appraigals were made
in the earlier Budget or in the Interim Budget, and now in this budget there is a wide variation
between this and that. The very same bureaucrats are there; the very same Railway Board is there;
the very same system ig there, the very same setup is there; anly the Minister is changing; only the
Government is changing. Bureaucracy, by class, is very much congistent in their views. In such a
situation, how can they change from perscon to person, how can they afford to change from time to
time? As far as cash surplus is concerned, they have arrived at Rs. 1,210 crares now, whereas it
was arrived at Rs.25,000-o0dd crores In the earlier situation. Coming to operating ratio, now, they

have arrived at 2.5 per cent as against 75.9 per cent last vear.
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Then, | come to freight loading. In respect of freight loading, they have now arrived at 882 million
tonnes as against 210 million tonnes in the Interim Budget. What | am trying to ask is that within a
period of three months, how you can change all these things. How could you do that? In other
words, T you want to manipulate or manoeuwvre ar change a figure, you cannot do that. Figures
cannct be changed; situations cannat be changed. If at all it can be marginal. Your assumption

should be realistic. Your intentions should be good.

Coming to internal resources, in the Budget speech, it has been gald that “l depend upon
borrowings and Budgetary support.” Ag far as Budgetary support is concerned, you could see, Sir,
that for 60 per cent of the Budgetary support they depend on the Railway Budget. How would it
come? In the earlier Budgets, out of the total outlay for the General Budget, the cutlay for the
Railways had been very much less. Every year, the outlay given to the Railways from the General
Budget is going down. Starting with 7.2 per cent in the Fifth Plan, it came down to 6 per cent, 7.6
per cent, 5.4 per cent, 5.5 per cent for the Sixth Plan, Seventh Plan, Eighth Plan, Ninth Plan and the
Tenth Plan respectively. YWhat | am trying to say ig, it is on the decline. If that be the case, how
Madam Mamataji can expect about &0 per cent of the Budgetary support from the General Budgest. It
cannct be possible. What | am trying to cay is this. What is on paper and what is going to be the

ground reality, there will be a wide gap. Thisis what |am trying to say.

Now | come ta the bulk revenue expected from freight. Sir, in the light of recession, in the light of
glcbal melt down, whether it is going to have an effect at all. They say, it is going to have an effect. If
that be the case, whatever may be your assumptions on the freight loading, will it happen? It will be

very difficult to happen.

Coming to Tatkal, Sir, everybody is praising that the minimum charges for this purpoge have
been reduced from Rs. 180 to Re. 100, and, again, the pericd has been reduced from five days to
two days. This iz quite welcome. But, Sir, | am told —subject to correction by the Minister —that even
it | have to make a journey to an intermediate point, | have to pay for the whole jourmney . Why should |
pay for the whole journey ? Suppose the train is going from Chennai to Salem. Now, if | want to get
down at Erode, why should | pay for the journey up to Salem? They are charging from point to paint
whereas | want 1o get down in-between. | want to know whether thig thing i there or not. | am told
that even if a passenger wants to get down in-between, he has to pay for the whale journey. If that
be the case, it is not in the interest of the passenger. On the other hand, they are thinking otherwise.

I'would like to know whether it is correct or not.

Siry, now | come to some ather important areas. | would like the han. Minister to clarify whether
the Railway organisation is a commercial organisation or it is a regulatory organisation or it is a,
service organisation. | want to get a very clear clarification whether it is & commercial organisation or

g service organisation.
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Sir, as far as the new areas are concermed, they have gone to the extent of power generation;
they have gone to the extent of starting a nursing school and a medical schocl. Sir, is it the job of the
Railways 7 | am asking it. Why are they going for such things 7 On the ene hand, they have failed in
such an important area in which they are bound to do well. On the ather hand, they want to extend
their net to other areas in which they have nothing to do. There are g0 many areas. There are so
many people whao can take care of these things. Again, it is very clearly said, between economic
vighility and social viahility, the hon. Minister ig willing to prefer social viakility, | think, in a commercial
organisation, it will never work. Let them clarify firet whether it Is a gervice organisation. If the Ballway
is going to be a service organisation, then profit and the money matters are immaterial. Let them say

clearly.

Now, | come to introduction of double-decker and non-stop trains. | think, hon. Vice-Chalrman
and everybody elee will agree that introducing of double-decker is a welcome idea. But | don®t know
whether it is practically possible, when the over-head lines are there. They have to pass through =o
many things. In such a situation, | do not know how it would be done; whether the railway line can be
lowerad, whether the height can be reduced. How will it be possible? Sir, | am tad that it is
impractical. Idea may be good but action ig going to be impractical. Then, again, take non-stop
traing. For covering a destination of 2000-3000 miles, should they nat stop somewhere for water
supply, for food, ete.? | want to know whether your conscience will permit -&ll these things. | think, it

iz only an idea on paper ; it will never work ..

Sir, now | come ta the third part. It has been said that there are about 9 lakh rezerved seats,
whereas, the demand is for 11 lakh seats. Sa, there is a shortfall of 2 lakh seats to be met. Insuch a
situation, shauld they not think as to what they could do on that front? | mean, they have to find a
way-out; they have to decide how to goabout it. This means, every time, two lakh people do not get

a geat.

Then, there ig the problem of ticketless travel. Sir, in one year, about 198 lakh people are
travelling without ticket, and, on a sporadic check, the collection was Rs. 290 crores. Sir, Re. 220
crores were collected from these ticketless travellers. They have to think of some foolproof system to

avoid ticketless travel so that the entire money can be collected.

Then, &ir, | come fo accidents. Accidents are taking place at level-crossings, dues to
derallments, collision, etc. ...(Time-bel rings)... Sir, 85 per cent of the accidents are happening

due to human failure.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): | gave you three minutes more.
DR. K. MALAISAMY: Sir, when there i a problem, to find a salution is not very difficult.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): | have already given yau three minutes mare.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: Thank you, Sir.
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Then, Sir, | come to bullet traing in which the Vice-Chairman and myself are interested. Sir, in the
last Budget, the previous Minister, Laluji, had openly announced that he is gaing to run this and that.
Sir, they have rightly engaged a consultancy from Tokyo. Experts from Tokyo have come, studied
and cleared projects from Mumbal to Ahmedabad. Even with all that, nothing has been set up as yet.
Now, | shall come ta the most impartant paint. | shall take hardly two or three minutes” mare, or

whatever time you permit me.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): You have already taken four minutes mare. You

had eleven minutes and you have already spoken for 15 minutes.
DR. K. MALAISAMY: Sir, | respect the prerogative of the Chairman and spek your indulgence.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Okay, you may take two more minutes. Please
conclude within two minutes.

DR . K. MALAISAMY: Sir, now | shall come to Tamil Nadu. People would be keeping an eye on

me as to what | would gay about Tamil Nadu about which the hon. Minister made a mentian.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Please mention only the points.

DR K. MALAIBAMY: Sir, you have given me twa minutes and there are a number of colleagues
here from Tamil Nadu. | would like to emphasize on new lines, gauge conversion, doubling, MBTS,
over-bridge and under bridge, workshops, staff guarters, amerities, stc. There are about % ar 17
items in the Railways talking about various projects. As far as Tamil Nadu iz concerned, they have
provided about Re. 556 crores in the interim outlay. | would like to specifically ask: what are the
projects pending in Tamil Nadu? How much work has been completed there? How much maoney is
proposed to be allocated for them? What i the time frame within which they are going to be

completed? | repeat...
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): No, no. No repetition, please.

DR K. MALAISAMY: Sir, Shri Balaganga had spoken the ather day and he asked me to mention
something that he had failed to mention. He wanted to know about the linkage between the Chennai
Central and Egmore stations. A gala function was conducted about three years ago with Lalu i, the
then Chief Mirister and athers present. It was said that the project was feasible and everything was

okay, but it i yet 1o gee the light of the day. would like to know when the work would be started.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PRCF. P.J. KURIEN): | would recommend that too.
DR . K. MALAISAMY: Sir, | am taking care of the concerng of three Members.

THE VICE-CHARMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): | have recommended it and that is enough.
Please conclude.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: Mr. Anbalagan asked me to mention about introduction of a Shatabdi
express between Madurai and Bangalare. ... Interrtptions )... | shall conclude with just one more

paoint.
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SHRI BAVI SHANKAR PRASAD (Bihar): Sir, we all support him.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: Sir, Tambaram to Chengalpattu. ...(Interyotions).. Yercaud Express. |

shall conclude.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): There are a number of speakers.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: Sir, between Tambaram and Chennai and between Athipetti and
Gummidipoondi, third and fourth lines should come through. A new line from Avadi to Stiperambucur
and Kanchipuram must be infroduced and Jolarpet to Hosur, Aryalur-Dindigul to Kumili, Dindivanam

to Pandi, Chidambaram ta Athur, Perambalur to Jayamkondam. | am taking care of all Members.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIENY: Please conclude. There are others who wish to

speak.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: Sir, there have been nine ministers from Tamil Nadu. Mr. Shiva is here. Let
all of them see whether what ig needed for Tamil Nadu ig being done. If at all they wield any influence,
let them dait. Then, one last point, Sir. We request introduction of First AC Erode to Madrags in the

Yercaud Express. With these words | conclude.

THE VICE-CHARMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Please, take your seat. Shri Syed Azeez Pasha.
Shri Shivanand Tiwarl. Not present. Shri Syed Azeez Pasha.

SHRI SYED AZEEZ PASHA (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Wice-Chairman, Sir, | rise on behalf of the
Communist Party of India to make certain cbeervations and comments on the Railway Budget. If
somebody asks me what ig your reaction with regard to Railway Budget, | will =ay, | am having a
mixed reaction. There are certain positive features which we have to laud in the shape of Tatkal
scheme, Yuva train, model stations, new traing and Duronto train. But, of course, there are several
negative features also which we have to lock into. While presenting the Budget, the hon. Finance
Minister has given top-most priority for infrastructure. But when it comes to the guestion of building
infrastructure in Railways including setting up of new railway lines, gauge conversion and doubling of
frack, it has come down to 11.5 per cent which | find is not a healthy sign. Secandly, the operating
ratio which ig the criteria to measure the efficiency has shown a sharp decline. In 2007-08, fram 76.9
per cent ta 88.3 per cent. Now it is 92.5 per cent. In this regard, we have to see how best we can
mobilise internal resources. When roadways have grown by 7 per cent, rallway traffic has just gone
up by 2.5 per cent. As my friend, Shri Madhu, suggested, the Government of India should come to
ite rescue. There is an increase of Rs.10,000 crore, but it needs minimum Re.20,000 crore. Same
experts like former Ralhway Board Chairman suggested that there iz 8 need of enhancing of little bit
freight charges also. For internal resource mokilisation, it is necessary to give consideration to this

agspect. The length of routes in which Raillways carry goods and people remain virtually unchanged
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for the past 32 years. Indeed the carrying capacity for rallway wagons have come down to 10 per
cent; the number of locomatives have come down to 256 per cent and the number of employment ig
droppedta 10 per cent. Fourthly, the average speed of the freight movement is 23 kme per hour only.
[ you see the speed of super-fast trains for the past 30 years, now it is going more slowly. |
remember, in the early /0= when the Andhra Pradesh Express was introduced from Delhi to
Hyderabad, an advertisement was published that from Delhi to Hyderabad it takes 23 hours and &0
minutes only. After the lapse of 35 years, less than 24 hours have become 27 hourg and 30 minutes.
S0, it is high time to think about it. Earlier, China, Taiwan and South Korea were very much lagging
behind Indian Railways. Now, they have introduced traing with the speed of 250 kms per hour and
there iz not even & single fatality. Our signalling system has become more computerised. Now, we
are talking about non-stop trains, that is, Duranto, to save time. | frequently travel by trains. But,
unforturately, whenever | go from Delhi to Hyderabad or from Hyderabad to Delhi, traine are always
late, including prestigious trains. Dwranto is all right. The idea is good. But one must also see and

closely monitor why the trains are even today running very late.

Sir, now, | came to outsourcing. Previously, it was the great mantram for NDA Government.
Mow the UPA is doing it with much more vigour. | am not & dogmatic man. But you see whether
outsourcing is really helping for the betterment of the Rallways. There are several areas. Cleanliness
is really a big casualty. It has gone from bad to worse . You have to monitar the tailet cleaning and
other things. | suggest that senior railway officiale should do random check. Only then, they can
understand what is really happening when you are adopting and implementing this policy of
outsourcing. Previously, | had suggested once or twice that the people of Hyderabad want direct
frain from Hyderabad ta Ajmer. But, till today, that suggestion has not been given due consideration.
Lastly, it is in regard to Andhra Pradesh. | find little in the Budget to get myself convinced. The
biggest contingent of Congress M_P.s, that ig, 33 M.P s, comes from Andhra Pradesh. But, ingpite
of all this, our share is very much negligible. The people of Andhra Pradesh have a feeling that gross
injustice has been done to them. Out of 12 Duranto trains, the fifth biggest city of India, Hyderabad,
could not get even single stoppage. | do not know why it was neglected. Then, the Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh has written several letters regarding new lines, gauge conversion and doubling. Sa,
in all this, from 3.3 to 8.5, on an average, we are getting a share of only & per cent, even though we
are contributing to the tune of 9.5 to 10 per cent. We do not know why this gross injustice is being
done to Andhra Pradesh. | think, Mamataj will take this matter seriougly. | just want to recall ane
incicdent when Shri Ram Vilas Paswanj was the Railway Minister. Mamataji was o furious that the
Budget was Eihar-centric ﬂ?( Ul %’, she threw her rumaal also. J9 9T 9 wATA %’, but we are
tolerant pegple. | want to say that whatever benefit she wants to give to West Bengal, we have no

problem, but please, do justice to other States also. We want our due share, be it with regard to new
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railway lines, railway connectivity, or Duronta. In all these aspects, she hags totally neglected Andhra
Pradesh. Every time, all-party delegation from Andhra Pradesh goes to the Railway Minister and hon.
Prime Minister and every time, we are assured that next time, no injustice will be done. But, again,
the same story continues. So, before concluding, | would like to once again request that proper
justice should be done to Andhra Pradesh and Hyderabad because South Central Railway is running

very efficiently.

SHRI MANOHAR JOSHI (Maharashtra): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | would like ta thank you far
giving me this opportunity to speak on the Budget (Railways) 2009-10. While introducing the
Budget, the Railway Minister, Ms. Mamata Banerjee, has raised a very important question befare all
of ug. She asked whether in such projects, economic viability should be seen or the social viahility
should be geen. Of course, she has alsc said that she is interested in seeing the social viahility of the
project. She further said that if only economic viability is to be seen, then the poor pecple or people,
who stay at long distances, might nat be able to get the benefit of democracy and the benefit of the
Budget also. | must say that whatever she has said is absolutely right. The approach of the Minister
should always be to work on the lines of social welfare, and, therefore, | will be very happy if she
announces, once for all, that idea of privatisation of Rallways is totally scrapped. This might help
people because there iz a8 doubt in the minds of the people that the Railways are going towards
privatisation. In the first para of her speech, whatever she has said, which | have already accepted, if
you want to do something for the poor, the Railways should nat work merely as & commercial body,
but it must have an approach to reach those pecple who have not yet got the benefit of our
demacracy, in her introeductory speech, the Railway Minister hag also putforth following impartant
things. She has said that the passenger amenities, cleanliness, quality of rallway catering, =afety,
security and punctuality are the important matters on which, she would like to concentrate. Sir, | say
that if these matters are resalved, which is very difficult to do looking at the =size of the railway
netwaork in our country, if this is done, | am sure that the people will shower thelr blessings on her. In
this Budget, she has also introduced a number of new things, which | will cnly enumerate because
my previous speakers have mentioned about those things. One ig the *world-class stations®, and,
the ather ig the ‘adarsh stationg”. My only very small suggestion is that while mentioning the name of
g rallway station, the short form should not be used. For ingtance, the name of an important station
in Mumbai is Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, and, we use, unforturately, its short form by mentioning it
ags CST, because of which people are likely to forget the name of the great King Shivaji. | would
request the Minister to always use the name of Shivaji, wherever necegsary. She has menticned
about the city of Mumbai and she has assured that this city, particularly, the Chhatrapati Shivaji

Terminus ig madle the ideal station, comparable to any station in the world.
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About other things, she has =aid that multi-functional complexes are to be made, which will
include shopping complex, food stalls and restaurants. This idea itself is very good. | wolld

compliment her for daing this, if it can be done ina given time.

Sir, ‘clean statione® ig the priority. | want to thank the Rallway Minister especially for looking at
the important aspect of physically challenged pecple. She has decided to provide for ramps
whereyver pogsible. There ig no doubt that making ramps at the railway stations is important but my
only suggestion is to see if some stalle for gelf-employment can also be given to these physically
handicapped people. | think that this should not only be limited to providing self-employment as
more attention is required to be paid to these pecple. Moreover, as she has sald about the aged

people also, they should be given jobs on priority.

Sir, her idea of train reservation and buying tickets from the post office ig also welcome step. As
she has called this scheme as ‘Mushkil-Aasaan’, | am sure that the ‘mushikils’ of people will be

removed thereby.

The important point to which | must draw the attention is the security arrangements. We all know
what happened at Chhatrapati Shivaj Terminus on 24/11. Accordingly, the number of commandas,
which she has proposed to increase, which iz 140 commandas, is very small, | am sure that this
numker has to be increased. To start with, the presence of cammandos will definitely help those who

fravel by railways.

In her speech, she has also said that a new scheme called “training for employment’ would be
started by the railways. It ig absolutely necessary to start the training for employment so that different
jobs can be created. If the pecple are properly trained, they would be very useful, and, in this way, |
am sure, we will save the maney of railways. My only question s whether this “training for
employment® scheme will be started in all States or in 2ome States. Sir, at the same time, | must say
that in this pragramme, the local people who are residents of that State must be given priarity. When
employment is given, and the training is imparted, that training must be to the benefit of the people

who stay in the State.

Her idea of “zzar Travel' is also worth appreciation. | know that this idea is very difficult to
implement, because for R 26, you will issue g pass for one month. But this i only for those people
who are very poor; | would say the poarest of the poor. If it is really implemented, and if it works, |

would also be one to appreciate it.

| must also bring it to her notice. As rightly said by Dr. Malaisamy, Budget making ig nat that

difficult but implementing it in the same words is. If she does it, am sure everybody will appreciate it.

The Yuva Train Sendce ig alzo a new thing. T will be at a very low price. People, particularly the

young generation, wilt definitely appreciate it.

Sir, she spoke about intermational cooperation with Bangladesh. | thought | must bring it to her
notice that a number of people from Bangladesh are coming to India today. Those people who come

from Bangladesh to India are sometimes unautharised people. They have no visa or passport .
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She will have to be strict in dealing with thig issue, because they firet come to Bengal and then
they maove ta cther parts of the country. If this is not cantrelled, one day the activities of Bangladesh

will be like the activities of Pakistan.

Therefore, while welcoming the Maitri Express, which has already been there, and other new
activities in Bangladesh, | would request the hon. Minister that she should take proper care to see

that such unauthorised people do not travel in the Bailways and try to gettle in our country.

One important paint is about Mumbai. As & matter of fact, throughout the Budget, | find that the
budgetary provisions for Mumbai are not sufficient. | would only say that for the Mumbai Urban
Transport Project, Re. 5,300 crore were allocated last year, 2008-09. Out of that, only Rs. Ten crore

were gpent. You can gee that in the last Budget nothing was dane in respect of the MUTP - Phase Il.

My reguest to the hon. Minister would be that an amount of Re.1,700 crare should be reflected in
the Budget iteelf and the Minister must promise us that under no cirocumstances, the State of

Maharashtra, particularly Mumbal city, will be neglected.

Sir, 65 lakh people in Mumbai travel by traing, whereas throughout the country, the number is
1.20 crore. It means maximum earning to the Rallways, by way of fare, comes from Mumbai,
whereas the provisions for the city are very little. It is absolutely necessary that this issue must be

locked into and mare provision for the pecple of Mumbai is made.

For suburban railways in Mumbal, her predecessor assured ug that the fare of suburban traing
would be reduced. But this remained only an assurance. Nothing was done by the former Railway
Minister in this regard. Therefare, my request would be that as the fare of the Railways is reduced in
other cases, in case of Mumbal suburban railways also, the fare has to be reduced. | hope that she

would take this issue seriougly, and she will do it.

Siry a request has been made often from the peaple of Mumbai that widening of Virar-Dahanu
frack should be done. But, after making the demand several times, thig has yet not been done. |
would request Mamataji to lock into it personally and hope that this widening takes place. Sir,
harbour lines on the Central Rallways need to be upgraded. The present position of harbour lines i
very bad and unless gpecial attention is given, this will not be done. My one maore reguest is for the
people of Mumbal. In July 2006, there were bomb blasts and you know that 189 people got killed and
maore than 400 people got injured. Out of them, many were from Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus. BEven
after more than three years, some people have naot gat the relief. My reguest to the hon. Minister is
that whenever she comes to Mumbai, she must meet the people who are related to the victims, and
the relatives of those victims should be given necessary compensation. | am confident that if these
things are done in the case of Mumbai, the people will be happy. At the same time, on behalf of all
the people who travel by Railways, | must thank the han. Minister for not increasing the fare. If the

fare iz naot increased, really, the poor people are not affected.
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Sir, with these few words, | once again thank you for having given me this opportunity. |

conclude. Thank you very much, Sir.

s wre e SR (STRIEE) « ST SUGWES S, g70a1E 13 S0 181 Vofd goie 1Y
1o T TTEN T 21 ¥erd FoTe 1S & 18 81 oFe 2 126 797 Sf1 =1 ¥eivg TR SR 1 g
s 2, <1 531 959 area] ol § g el IS S| BRI U8l U AF g - EeE - wea”
RIS Tefel REl, Teld X8, Teid YEI TP #F & - "die el Haky Wi g, Se:
ST FAfT Tz, GIE T Teafa-gvaRy” arifq, Ui omg ¥iv &, 91 % & €, TfF g e
S T RTETE o B, A1 BTIR B, U AT 98 SR W B 2, A1 391 8 3R 1fs ang ger o 2,
PTG T TP M ST 1 IS IE i1 Teiel Xe-l Bl 59 8, 54| elsl Vel & PH & PRI H
dlae g & g &1 S g v fred o &1 wi (el 78 gefd w89 1 S U, A1
dled 99 O g W) 2, gdl A2] 59 S gy |81 1, e e o dggl e =) 2,
YERTET Wi 32 e T SF F B!, Tedd § IS SIS AR [Seneil, THR, SRR, BTN SR
THTEH, TE SIS F Y, SR WA R & Qe AR S 3 gok ¥2 & HE | BT AN wRT
HIEr TS 8H P91 S T 2, 13U - W W5 YR B Brgea= 3G AN Jei e &
1853 9 AU = HIS U ATV T TSell ¥t Tellg A% 1947 T T 93 TWT H 58 921 H BTE 63,996
fhetiey Yol offg= 971 & 2| U8 S9N 91 F, bl SHN %Y of! 39 vy v 91 92 9, S
gl &, H¥Tironical picture & 1th B9 &3 WTel & 35Y s 9,263 [heiM ISy % Vol offg 81 99 41Y
Bl AT S9e ez B 2Nl A 9 g ger g1, @b S8l 9% U geld] 9 S &
TS 2, HE U oI £ 1 59 60-63 TW1 H TE SE| 1 9 R SUET B S Bl e 7w A, 5
T ST <1 379 WIS 6 % H B PEl 795 eccnomic viability & WRI-WRT scaial visbility T 4T S

ﬂT%Q\ Trg # 1 economic viability ?, that economic viability is alsa for social reforms, for social
welfare. STTRNEY 19 20 TRTE a1 T Fovel 2, T SUF 91 o o= 2. 2 % W= &1 ¥ell 2,
AN &1 11 21l 319 o =7 59 217 8% &, o1 781 oI 2 16 991 1 39 social viability &1 &9
VA RTERE | IS W ] 8 [ a9 9 & a18, g+ & 415, 964 Sis 954 98] (0957 21,
B G 8, DIE % 41N ... 98 91 el U9 AR a1l b 2, 3T |1 gHR TR 91 32 &
AT ATl Wietdl, Bfeod dlend Wia g vl &1 efte U, vard oz %) efte § @1% Ut unique
et 2l foyd @R 0 @8 6 ga) s ol o) gerelle, segeeila ol @ &) &fy 4 &,
e HE -dIeE Wi At de, AR e B o d s S B T & I eAN e
ST S T B A S, g 2T A o &R wgE guw 2red H 1 SN g gy BRI 1 S wE
125 Ha S e B¥? o= e gote | 91 9= w1 5 el g wa & 91 edee 7, S s
BT I & U A1l H, S6d SIY 89 UF White Paper, 0a-920 SR 391 o3 T a7d £ amy 39d-95
WW\ A Ih predecessor 3[, Wﬁi Eﬁ% ST wiha e EFYTE:(, 13719 Black Paper afY
e IEet 8, TS T I B Ad T 8, FE el U & 5§ off & a9 B 9Nl e
aiE Tt | S garl &, SHE S ARTSIR 2
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Heey, el 8 duv A ug var o1 1 et Yo HEl S @ ol e E 9 % for e Al Hie
2T el WET 2| T W e W T o] . AR T, Sl S| ol B HIe el el
TETE, AT UE ATl 2 1 s LY. TEe O 91 A TS Ha 99 T ST e 1 A S
T T S U @Il & 1 Sl Twel vel Hal1 8, 90 | e I 2SR, Ul ¥ Ule g
S SR IR el Y [ 4TS ST, G5 39 30 TR I H 33 SRl $HE] hae G 8] Ands
S £ 5 S W W 93] 21| oF9 B, 991 ©, HE aFs] o1, B B TR 5, ol gel
THSTTeBY TR ERTI? &ATT Sk 1 TN R=7 # 40743, 71 5% 9 SR -eR 27 TR 6 W o1 S| 1974+
75 U SIehR 1977 e STal @lle] S +11e 121 511 o R 2, BHR R4 2R Sl & TR 2, qeiet Hie 1 cp ARl
2, e g e R-oflv SgR &1 Mgl 3 o A, §1 BT 19 78], offP g9 9w J el o | 0wy T8l
S £ o5 B0 RIE T2 = PR S 98 Bl A HA BRIl 981 W 2, SN [eens AN Fees
2, = o7 Tl R B AR AW BT A o, el Rfle 2T e =IEd] 5, el awie
U 1 2, P 1 ol social viebility 2, SiTe social viebility & aT5 41981 QU1 o7 ¥81 & 3 #Aa1
éﬁ%mﬁﬁ%m%%wéﬁmﬁm@wm@%w@ There is compassion but
there is not equality. uﬁmﬁwﬂ%ﬁm, @W\Tﬁmmﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁ?ﬁgﬁ %’Q, W—Wﬂﬂé
& Torg e, agd ard 1 914 21 51 3res] T4 €1, SUD | 3] Bel g1y, ol SUH S5 THal T8
P, FIE equality T ST TN Fal 0= W 21 21 oFR =R1 914 5% U R &1 91 21, T e
d1aRET ol e ol & oy efe 3 2, @ifes 48 Qu oRTe 2 5 ang e w9y g 991 91
RETefl, AU gE 4T 21 781 1 % TSl g @l dagd 9%1 9Hl, Sal 47 Uoel 9% ey ued
A Tl 21 26 SR AR TIed, A B AT T2 EART W IR ¢ o1 b1 21 ¥ &7 g 2] e ofrst
oft ) RIS Uil 2 1o 20 R1 491 9BTE] S, 91E 98 YAt B, e 98 B [Hed B 91 T
- TEH R BB - 3T TR S O STeY TS Yol oig a1 ¥al &, olfth e S U o &
2 AU 8RN ST E & oS ofEl 9 S Ugal Y o, 9O US fheH IR o 9@ g T2 ggd!
B TE s e arer] S B YNE™ &1 BU] Va1 SN 7101 ¥ &9 74, 99 [ g ot
Tl T i 391 63 TIAAT H 37 U [hamiie e < oIF <121 92 394 981 gHD F01 21 35 5
TETel H e el @R g dftd ¥8 ve 21 HAel S, S o e S fery dier) 2 |19 aga e
SR 2 U1 oI 2 {36 &% IR anuh Wi g1 21 8% a8 TNe i, e ar gk =2 8,
ST U] S £ T ERNT Sl & @ AT He NG 1 ow ¥ e # uE R 2
SIS ¥ IRTER ¥l B 99 81 g 21 fwel I avRso d mivse-weiinm @ wd g g 8,
THRYR-ARITER 1 Ud B gl & SIAFR- RIS & IR H 39 @ 141 3371 98 1 57712 anas
FE o 20 SHH] WY BRI SHF Y AT T eTeT w1 WIS 2L R, FE e o
SE forg SO T e SR o W B ¥ @ 10-12 W Teel W1 O B g 8, 1092 § aNIveR-
TTRYR D1 T g3 1| 37 el 51 91 4 2 Nepel W SPUIRINT &1 6 §afl 21 39 e & [ YHTY
ofR =igfer & T w1 21 oifp gk 9y e e @1 WifasT =8 & 59 WMo 98 & 16
T H U8 Hae ARG H Yo b 2, T8 eye wash HIF 81 AU T12d1 § [ Sea) ¥ Seal 54
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geh)... AR, AR R % W o offl, J3 dler o e . (A, . A9 Ja R & Yl B
RERFCEEICI

SaeTeel (|1 Fo1, ) : Sreant s, et el & 1w 2, 78! W £ v He
91 & AR 11 e 8 ey 10 Toee = forg 21 ey 31 e § e v STl

S 9T e SRARY : HElgy, A9+ Y2 ToR &7 e (G i andge g+ 21 71 § 08 a7
R qehel] 5, 12 &0 T2 S WPR O TEATe &5 Vol T M g ? o o1y U el a1 H
THSTEI § 1% gR1 RISty A afrelidis S U8l W aE R 2, heRer B, T AT 21 H wEl
=MEd § & awed 7 A § T 9% Ugd 91 21 A0k Yefd & ARERT wEd £ R It is
econamically not viable. 7 ST HE1 T2 2 96 57 T5A1 U% S Wektl &, 99 o7 @vd | oad]
Wd TR D &, T8 ANEHA | B W BT BIR FHY THd © AR sAN JEle T H - I SuNEE &,
=12 TSTRA 21, T FeUTTaa Wo¥l B - oF R 24 98f ¢+ 72| Ugdl Aebdl ol gae] 3 U8 2T 16
el 9¥ 1 AeH) A9 W €, 78 Feef@ 2, suw 1 arf w2 81 gufe & gredr € ey g
el W Sea] 30 da9 A B AN o) HElRd, S &F A g4 8, 99 oFeld] gRTe],
Ryefreatst, W1 s SR Ve AT S| U eg | a1 4| 531 Aefd] a¥el | ¥ Tlefdid-STaqR &1
oMY FET VA ATeT FAl | Teh FENGR H TS 1S REM @ B B R B 9Eve R
BINGH | des aoltd T 9419 & g ot o3 g9 Sovnde 8 o) dies e ) 981w
| UHT S 2 1 B SO o 21 TR E I B TEe 8, we gu el

¥ HAT (AR FHAT a ) < AEIS, AT ST e o T § g |ree] & 6 undeveloped
area &1 24 AN ma@%‘\ You will appreciate D mﬁ;ﬁ@a@vﬁ%ﬁ %’, I 2 Re 70 8919
FRIE TIG] TR BH TR A B UaRTs 72181 | can do within a time. T8 8- ¥ g YoRT T8l &
% 2a®! 2gd 99 A &Y Al i AR o901 21 £ 1 B 2 $aie, if your State s
interested T1 2T &3 & oY, S s o7 TIdHTE SRYRE 99701 2, ¥o7d < 42 B, R e
T R TR 2 41 2 AN SR W B

2 g it : Ied 9 A9 © ge w8 Bl (TETH)... We have been infarmed that the

Railways ig in profit. ...(dnterruotions ). ..

THE WVICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): You wil get time. When you get time,

...(Interruptions ). ..
S TATR G (TS ) : T, S 30 SO BIE U &, SPH] ] 5ar ?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): No, na, no. Nething wilt go on record except Mr.
Koshyari .

SHRIVIRENDRA BHATIA: *

S TR G : &A1 51T S TIA1 B 1S T .. (S T)..

*Not recorded.
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SHRI BAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Lalu Prasadj talked asbout Rs.90,000 crore profit Budget.
Therefore, you should compare about. Therefore, resources crunch ought not to be pleaded with
respect to ... (dnterruotions ...

THE VICE-CHARMAMN (PRCF. P. J. KURIEN): No. ...(Interruptions)... Please stop.
. (Interruptions ... You can use your party’s time. ...(mterruptions)... No cross talks.

...(Interruptions ). ..

FAR AT a1 SHD ] [EUIEHE T 2, S U8 $0 <@ 71| ... (FaEH)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : No, Minister. ...(Interruotions ).. Please take

your seats. ... (Jnterruotions ... Nothing is going an record. ... (Interruotions)...
SHRIBALBIR K. PUNJ: #

THE VICE-CHARMAN (PRCF. P.J. KURIEN) : That will not go an record. Only Koshyari's
words will go on record. (Intarruptions)... Please. Thig is not allowed. ... (Interruptions)... You can

use your time. ... (Interryotions ). ..
SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA (Assam) : *

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : Birendraji, you can uge your time. Don’t

intervene. Okay pleaze.
ST g HIRY: A TS 19 AR SR W 2T g

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) : MNo. You have taken more time.

- (Interruptions ...
A wred i F1eg Y grggr, W f d g de A iR g 1w

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIENY: No. You have only six minutes. You have taken
twelve minutes. No, please. ... (nterryotions )...

samre i FearY: J=ae, 981 91 e A arge) a1d @ sy I, w1 da 4 agd o n
AT 2l
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Instead of six minutes you have taken twelve

minutes. ... (Inferruotions ...

ST RiE HeERY: 4 FTEdl g o 8% qReieid IR 8% U S8 IR, "1 s | 1% LR,
BT B, SERIG, SeglM| § Ve SRl 9991 & S 22N SR, ATy 2, el
SENIGH | ool BISTIETA 7 W1 s TR W] Tkl 21, 9o gl e - adEm & o &g
U T | 2 a9 Ao 5

*Not recorded.
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3.00PM.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN) :Please, Koshyarij.

N wra e Fwat ;A o) agd W) 2, gog A S Sl de 9 E P el 1 1 @
ERN T, A BT G151 a1 Beeh WeH Ve & Top {01 ¥ HAT S, BAR AREIRY THE 9 ooy
TR AR T 7971 A1 1 3 A1 731 ST W FEEe S £ 75 S §ma # 5, 0 R A 9w E,
STAY TR TR SR < 71 T 3R d el ol 5711 @1 Sep] 1 §Io7eTe 3§ AR 61 avg o
ERTN 9gd-9gd I-0aTg|

DR. T. SUEBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | rise to support the
Railway Budget presented by Didi Mamataji. | must say that she is really remarkable that within cne
month, after taking over the charge, she has given a wonderful Budget. She has covered everything.
Ih fact, she has borne in mind inclugive development and growth and she has also taken pains to
expand the railway sector in every carner of the country. What is alsa important is that she has given
top priority to aam aami, social viability and soclal sector. It is a known fact that the URPA Government
committed to the common man’s benefit. Cur leader, Madam Sonia Gandhi, as also our Prime
Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, and our Government are very particular that every sectar and every
Ministry should work for the welfare of the common man, without causing any burden and without
increasing the charges, Mamataj has formulated the Budget in such & way that, firstly, she could
please every section of the society, the students, the youth, the mafilas, the Press people, the poor
people, the labour class. Everybody is given benefit.

Yesterday, the Leader of the Oppasition, Shri Arun Jaitley, spoke for one hour. But | was
surprised that he could not compliment any of the good points even far five minutes. He was only
afruggling about how best he could attack her. The Railway Minister said that she would give a White
Paper about the financial position of the Rallways. What is wrong in that? | can’t understand. She
wants more transparency. Proposing to give a White Paper doesn’t mean that she is against the
former Mirigter Laluji. It is absolutely wrong. | would like to mention that in both the Houses some
people belonging to the opposition parties are trying to “spread rumours that Laluji has boosted the
profit, the benefits and the financial pasition. It can’t be totally correct because no Cabinet Minister
can do and undo things in financial matters. The Railways is a big Government Depatment. There are
Accountant-Generalg, financial people, financial advisars, drrectors, etc,, and there are so many
other things. No Minister can say *‘i“ﬂT Eﬁ'?ﬁﬂﬁ, b o dal Tﬂ, It is not possible. | cannot imagine
hon. Members of Parliament finding fault o1 HH V2 %’, WP boast 7RI B 1 s totally absurd.
Mamataji wants to be transparent. She is a straightforward person. Yes, | would like to have “White
Paper® 1o see what Is the factual information. There is nothing wrong in that. | can assure you that
whatever was done by the UPA Government in the last five years was perfectly all right. Yesterday,
Shri Arun Jaitley was talking about malle, multi-complexes, hotele, stc. in railway stations. He
wanted to know how far it was correct. | would like to clarify it. Mamataji. has said that in a different
spirit. Mamataji wants to lead this country in the 21st Century as one of the great countries in the
world. We must see the international standards . We must gee some big cities like Mumbai, Delhi and
cther cities. She says, ‘world-class railway stations of international standards®. What does it mean?
International standard means, they will allow the entreprensurs to come forward and invest money to
have various facilities such as malle, commercial centres, hotels and 2o many other facilities, which
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was actually started by Laluji. She wants to accelerate that process. It doss not mean that she is
proposing to put up malls and hotels, it is not correct. It has been miginterpreted and misunderstood
by the Opposition Party.

Then one more point was raised by Shri Arun Jaitley. Mamtaj has =aid this rightly that, an the
one side, you are saying that please do not increase freight and, on the other hand, you want me to
give you maore traing. She has got no magic wand. I you say ‘Jarf Patal Bhairav’, it would not come.
It means, if you think of one spirtual power to come and give you what you want, it will give you
billions of rupees,’ it s not passible. She has to create rescurces and spend money for these things.
She hag said that the Railways hag got valuable land all over India. As Shri Arun Jaitley sald, there is
246 acres of land in New Delhi Railway Station. | cannot understand if they say that that land has no
value and you cannet raise manay. How is it possible? He also talked about PPP. It doss not mean
that the land has no value. She can raise money. Therefore, she hag got to do some exercige. She
wants to raise money through the land which belongs to the Railways, she wants to raise money
through bonds for which the Finance Ministry has agreed. Therefore, | would like to say that in a

democratic country the people should feel happy. If arny good thing s done, all must appreciate that.

At the same time, we must also bring to her notice, T il T2 aiv e g AR g %QI For
name’s sake you should naot say, ﬂ’@*ﬂ’@@@ =2 2 Fme E Mg, T IIh Bl 2l That is totally

wrong.

MNow | come to non-stop traing. Starting a non-stop traing ig a challenge. It s a new thing.
Firstly, it will start from Delhi to Mumbai. Some people are saying, “How can a train go non-stop™? It
does not mean that the train would not stop anywhere. The problem ig, it 8 person goes to a far away
place, there are hundreds of stations in the way and he gets tired. Bhe wants to give a new facility to
the people of India by introducing non-stop traing. It ig & wonderful idea. We must experiment this. It
is a challenging thing. She also wants to intraduce double-deck trains like clden days double-deck

buses in order to cannect emall cities with big cities. It is a wonderful thing.

She g very much concermed about good guality of food, 319 “ﬂﬁﬁqﬂaﬁ b RIS gﬁ, [ESEIRIER)
gsl?ﬁ%\', m dgd TS 81 8l We cannot bear it. Itiz a big punishment to the people. She wants
to concentrate on giving best guality of food and best drinking water. She also wants to introduce the
latest mechanisation and technology. She s very much concermed about cleanliness. Of course,
every Minister wanted it. Laluj also wanted cleanliness. Now she is taking it as a challenge. | would
request her to agsure in her reply that she will pereonally monitor it and take it as a challenge that the
railway system ig transformed into the best quality system. Then the people will feel proud of you. It
will be a great contribution if she can really get it implemented and take care of cleanliness, besides
teling this in the budget. How did she get this idea? A codlie gets Rs.1,600 per month. He cannot
afford to travel by train. He struggles to go anywhere. He goes by bicycle, etc. She has given, for the

firat time, a concession of Be.26 per manth, which is less than Be.1 per day. We must appreciate it.
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Yuva’ traing, that she has introduced, is the first of ite kind for the youth. She wants to introduce two
fraing, and she has alzo fixed nominal rates, say, B2.299 up to a distance of 1600 KMs and Re.399 up
to 2500 KMs. Thig ig also a welcome factor. At the same time, | would request her that she must
monitor things closely, at least, every quarterly, and she must have a committes to oversee all these
things. And, Sir, she s bothered about everybody’s intereste. On the one side, she i concerned
about the interest of the people; on the other side, che is concerned about the welfare of her 14-15
lakh employees. She wants to build more houges. Thig ig really a welcome factor. One mare thing |
must say is that in India, ag of now, there is a demand for 11 lakh reserved seats every day. But, as
per the statistice, we are having only @ lakh reserved seats. So, there is a gap of 2 lakh seats. The
hon. Minister is planning to introduce at least 100 fraing, and also have more extensians of frains in
future. This is also a welcome factor. She wants to see that, in future, there will not be any gaps at
all, and the people will be able to travel comfartably . Intraduction of &7 new trains and 27 extensiong,
and increazing the frequency of 13 traine are all welcome factors. | first admired Laluji for bringing the
Garib Rath. It was running via Visakhapatnam for four days in & week. Now, the present Minister has
gifted us by increasing it to all the seven days. Apart from increasing the frequency of traing, she is
introducing 7 new lines, gauge corversion on 17 lineg and doubling of 13 lines. Therefore, what |
would like to say is that she has taken pains to take care of everything. She is bothered about the
security; she is bothered about medical care. She is bothered about the cleanliness. She is bothered
ghout everything relating to the commaon man. She wanis to see to it that the common man gets
everything. Of course, some hon. Members have raised the question of punctuality. The hon.
Minister s wery much firm on it. She will not spare unpunctuality. She is a person, who is very
emotional, but after becoming a Minigter, ghe is now very cool. | know her from 1994, when she was
my cclleague in the Lok Sabha. She used to speak emoticnally; she used to enthral the Members
and make them gpell-bound by her speech. Now, in the seat of the Minister, she wants 1o deal with
everybody emaotionally, while at the same time, being cool. She wants to make everybody happy.
This I= & great transformation of her persanality, from an emational Mamataji to a cool Mamataji. She
i= committed to her work. Her job is not to find fault with anybody . She has respect for Laluj. She
welcomes things that were done during his regime. She has nat spoken ill will of anybody. It is only
the people who are spreading this propaganda. She only has a one-paint formula, that is, Aam
Aadmi, the common man’s happiness. The waorld should proudly feel that the Indian Railway system
ig No.1in the world. That is her geal; that is her dedication. And the entire House appreciates her

effarts. Now, coming to the point...
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. Pl KURIEN): You were not, so far, to the point, s it?

DR. T. SUBBARAMI BEDDY: Now, coming to the point relating to Andhra Pradesh, though it is

not pogsible for her to please everybody, | want to be rational in my speech. l'want to speak
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cautiously, consciously and judiciously. What [ would like to say is that in Andhra Pradesh, there is a
big feeling that even though it is one of the biggest States in the country, and we have 47 MPs, the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha put together, and the State well connects the Morthern and
Southern parts of the country, Andhra Pradesh has not been given ite due share. Peaple generally
feel that the Railway Ministry, not only of the present Government but also of the previous
Governments, has done a great injustice to the State. Somehow, there is this misunderstanding. \We
cannct blame her for this ; she has hardly been here for a month and she would not have been able to
look into the demands of the State. But | am hopeful that, in course of time, she will be able to solve

all the problems pertaining to the State.

Sir, Visakhapatnam s the city of steel plant in Andhra Pradesh. The Waltalr Division at
Visgkhapatnam caters to nearly 100 traine every day. g income is He.2852 crores. The areas
connected by this Division are Visakhapatram, Viziayanagaram, Srikakulam and the Fast Godavari
District. It is very important. But today it is with the East-West Railways, that is, Bhubaneswar. The
people have been reguesting for years now that either a new zone should be given for
Vigakhapatnam and, if that is not possible, it should be merged with the Scuth-Central Rallway. This
is also the demand of the employees because 99 per cent of the employees are the local people.

...(fm‘ermprf‘ons)... ['will finish in another five minutes, or, ten minutes, Sir.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): No, no. Only two minutes.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI BEDDY: Okay, Sir, Therefare, my reguest is, Hd e 33( T@, a4 ) el
Bl @*ﬁﬂﬁ%@ REREEAI HTPEFQ, merger of the Waltair Division. The bureaucrats will firat say., “No,
no. Sir, itis not passible”, or, the Board Members will first say, “It is not possible; we cannct bring
this integration™. Well, where there is a will there is a way. Similarly, | am grateful to her that she has
introduced a new train from Vishakhapatrnam to Secunderabad-Adilabad. That is welcome. But she
has given it only on two days. | reguest her to make it a daily train. | am not gaying that she should do
it tomorrow, but | would expect that it is done in the course of this year. There is a heavy demand for
thig, Madam. Then, there has been a demand for the last five years for an overnight train from
Visakhapatnam to Chennai. Sir, Chennal ig a very impartant city. It ig ane af the most important cities
in the country. | am sure all our Tamil friendze here will agree. Madam, it will give a big boost to the
people of Chennal aleo. This may pleaze be considered. Then, Sir, eleven projects costing Be.4,000
crores had been sanctioned; but for the last ten years nothing has happened. Of course, we can’t
expect the entire amaunt of Rs.6000 crores to be given in one go. But please consider and expedite
it. Then, sancticning of new lines for Cuddapah-Bangalore-via-Madnapalli is very important. The
Anchra Pradesh Government is prepared to share fifty per cent of the cost, Madam. If that is the

case, the Railway Ministry must come forward to share the burden of the balance amount. Similarly,
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for Nandipuri and Srikalahasti lines alsa, the State Government has agreed o provide funds, as also
Bhadravati-Kowvuru line. Similarly, there are propcosals for eleven other trains, the details of which
have been given ta her. Theze may be considered. Also, the new passenger services that our State
Government has reguested should be provided. Similarly, more dally express traing, including
extension of commuter trains, should be considered. Then, the Andhra Pradesh Government, the
hon. Chief Minister, the Members of Parliament fram A.P. and various other people have been
requesting for an avernight superfast train between Hyderabad and Bangalore. Madam, you must
seriously consider it It may please be implemented immediately, not tomarrow, but in course of
fime. It is very important. Similarly, from Hyderabad to Adilabad, an avernight express train should be
introduced. Secunderabad-Hyderabad-Ahmedabad via Nizamabad sector is also very important.
Madam, the Tirupati Temple, Lord Balaji, will bless you with full powers, if you introduce an intercity
daily express train between Visakhapatnam and Tirupati. Jerd WW N 9 GTQTﬁWiTh

the blessings of Lord Balaji. ... (nterryptions )...
AN T G B ST
1. & QEI'RT‘ﬂ @ IR W AN g4 é\ From the Ministry side, whatever iz being

expected, including land and other things, everything will be provided. Lagtly, Sir, | would like to ask
my friends as to what is wrong in the proposal to have a 1000 MW power projects? She proposed
000 MW power projects. Mr. Arun Jaitley asked why it was needed. Sir, Railways are a vast

organisation. You must appreciate the fact...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Over. ...(nterruotions)... Ower.
...(Interruptions ).... It is akay.
DR. T. SUBBARAMIREDDY: Therefare, | support it. In conclusion, | call upon Mamataj to examine
these propozals and to keep in mind the demands of the people of Andhra Pradesh which we, the 33
MPs from Andhra Pradesh, have given unanimously. | know that you cannot do it overnight. But

whatever best you can do immediately, please do that and do the rest in due course of time. Once

again, may Lord Balaji give vou a lot of strength Sl@iaeigr §8-7 fRegarqr qiadr (Heus i

SHRI P. RAJEEVE (Kerala): Mr. Vice-Chalrman, Sir, at the outset, | would like to support some
of the proposals in the Rallway Budget of 2009-10. Bir, first among these is the proposal o infroduce
Monthly Season Ticket of Rg.25 for unorganised sectors with monthly incame not exceeding Rs.
1,500, And also, | support the increase in concessions to the students and introduce new traing for
youth and women. | also support the special recruitment system for minorities and the Scheduled
Caste and Scheduled Tribe communities. It is appreciable that the passenger and freight charges are
not increased. It is a welcome step that the Minister has proposed some changes to the Tatkal
Scheme. Respected Leader of the Opposition, Shri Arun Jaitley has criticised the Tatkal Scheme. |

woulld like to add one mare paint. At present, the Tatkal booking ig extended up to 30 per cent of the
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regular reservation system. Thig should be changed at the earliest. | request, through you, Sir, as a
firat step, it should, be reduced to 10 per cent. But, Sir, the major thrust of the Budget is
privatization. The Indian Railway is one of the largest Government-owned railways in the world and it
is the great symbol of unity and integrity of the nation. The importance and impact of the Indian
Railways to the country’s socio-econaomic development need no reiteration. The public structure of
the Railways is the product of cur independence. The Indian Railway which had earlier been
maraged by the combination of private and Government-owned companies was recanstituted and
became an exclusive monopoly of the Government of India. This approach was changed from 1991,
Mow, this Government is rigorously trying to intergify the privatization process in all sectars. The

Railway Budget i not an exception and, in fact, it is the clear indication of this.

Sir, according to the Budget Speech of the han. RBallway Minister, all new projects are being
started in the Public-Private Partnership. That is the privatisation through back door. Many of the

hon. Members have alreacly raised this igsue. 2o, | do not like to take more time on thig.

Sir, we have no opinion against the utilisation of private capital for development. But, it should
not be in strategic sectors. It should not be wherever it is not necessary. In 2008-09 Budget Speech,
the then Railway Minister had tried to compare the Indian Railway with the Fartune 500 Companies of
the world. And it is an establishment working as the backbone of our country. The hon. Railway
Minister happened to state that ‘| am firmly committed to the visible upliftment of the downtrodden
and under privileged which ig imperative for hdligtic socio-economic development of the country .’
How can the Government justify these words by using privatisation ag the major thrust of
development? This is a way of misleading the nation and the comman man. | request that, at any

coet, Railway should be continued in the public sector.

Sir, all of us are aware that we are in an era of global economic crigie. Most of the MNICs and
capitalist countries are crying for more public investment and for naticnalisation. We know the
General Motors, which was once cansidered as a model of capitalism in the world, is now in the
process of nationalisation. At thie juncture, our hon. Railway Minister is expecting more private
capital and on the kasis of that she had announced so many huge projects. Actually, in her Budget
Speech, she has admitted that the mobilisation of private capital is difficult. Out of Be.3,400 crares,
only Re.100 crores materialised. Contrary to this reality, this Budgset expects more private investment
which would only remain as a dream unfulfilled. Private capital would not be ready to invest in long-

term infragtructure projects in the era of recession.
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Siry would like to invite the kind attention of the august House to the present financial position of
the Indian Rallways. The decline in cash reserves was mentioned by many Members. | would nct like
1o elaborate this peint. The operating ratic ig increaging from 88.3 per cent in 2008-09 to 92.5 per
cent in this Budget. All of us are aware that the increase in operating ratio means that there should be
a decrease in cash reserve; so, the Government should angwer to this unprecedented situation. Was
it & play of figures by the then Railway Minister? Irrespective of whether Laluj or Mamataj is the
Railway Minister, it should be the duty of the Government, Under the leadership of the same Prime
Minister, under the leadership of the same party, to apologise to the House and the country for
misleading the House by using figures. The evaporation of crores of rupees on dividend to the

excheguer should be answered very seriously.

Han. Minister has specifically stated that a White Paper would be published regarding the funds
of the railways for the last five years. Then, the hon. Prime Minister should say who is right — the
existing Railway Minister or the former Rallway Minigter. Sir, [ would like to invite the attention of the
House on a serioug igsue, that ig, manpower shartage. The Minister has apprised the role of 14 lakh
employees. Actually, it was 13.94 lakh employees in 2007-08. In 1921, the total number of railway
workers was 16.51 lakhs. That is & sharp decline of 15.5% of employees within 18 vears. In these
years, the operation af the rallways in all aspects was increasing, in a huge manner. But, contrary to
thig, the number of workers was decreasing. The proposal made by the Railway Minister regarding
gpecial recruitment is welcome. But, she has nat informed the existing vacancy. That is around 2
lakhs! Nothing is being done. At the same time, there is a tendency towards outsourcing in this
Budget. The actual cbjective of most of the new schemes is really cutsourcing. This i against the
ggsurance given to the House; it was specifically stated that the interests of the workers would be
protected. How can we ensure safety in the rallways when workers are compelled to work for maore
than 10 hours ar 12 hours 7 Everywhere, the working hours are reduced to & hours. Now, our railway
workers are working for mare than 10 hours, actually 12 hourg. Mare than 20 per cent of the workers

are working for 12 hours a day.

Siry marny announcements in the Budget are mere repetiion of the previous Budgets.
Development of stations as world-class stations was promised not only by the UPA Government but
also by the NDA Government. Same times it wag 24 stations and some times it was 50 stations ; that
is the only difference. But all these pramiges remain an paper only. The same thing has happened in
the case of green toilets, freight caridare, etc. This practice was seriously criticized by the Standing
Committee on Railways in many of ite reporte. In 2007-08 report, the Committes had criticised the
Ministry for the delay In execution of pricrity project, the dedicated freight corridor, which was lagging
for more than six years at that time. The same criticiem was done for the delay in signalling and
telecommunications wark implementation. This delay in implementation of projects was reflected in

the growth of the Indian Railways.
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The comparison between the British period and the Independence pericd has been done by so
mary hon. Members. | would like o add one point. An average of 572 kms. of line per annum was
added In the British period while we could add only 166 kms. per annum since Independence.
Similarly, the average speed of express trains s approximately 26 kms. per hour whereas in ather

countries traing are running more than 100, 200, 260 kms.

Sir, | would like to point out some confusion created by this Budget. Regarding the utilisation of
the optic filore cable netwark, the hon. Railway Minister has stated in the Budget Speech, ‘| had
announced in 2001-02 Rallway Budget laying of optic flbre cable netwark for commercial utilisation.
After eight years, | find little progress. Hence, Madam, | propose to constitute an expert committee.”
But, contrary to thig, in Railway Year Book 2007-08, which was circulated along with the Budget
document, it is stated, *Of the 42,000 route kilometres of optical fibre cable (OFC) network
targeted for commissioning by 2008, 28,100 kms. of OFC has been laid already.’

...(Time-bell rings ... Sir. it i= my maiden speech.

THE VICE-CHARMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Ig it your maiden speech? Sorry, | did not know

that. ...{Interryptions )... | am sorry. Nobody told me about it. ... (Interruotions ). ..

SHRI P. RAJEEVE : “...RallTel has earned gross revenue of Rs.216 crores and net profit of Rs.57
crores during 2007-08 by commercial use.” | would like to know from the hon. Minister which
staterment is right and which ig wrong. If it was actually implemented, then, where is the need for this
Expert Committee? | request, through you, Sir, that the proposal for Expert Committee has to be
withdrawr. There was an announcement in the budget speech that concession of 30 per cent to
Press correspondents would be increased to 50 per cent. Already the Press correspondents are
avalling of the 50 per cent concession except in Bajdhani and Shatabd Express traing. In all traing,
they are avalling of 80 per cent concession now. The only change would be the abolishment of
coupon system and annual concession to wife. | request to extend this concession to their minor
children also. While presenting the 2008-09 budget, the then Railway Minister had stated that the
Government would prepare a Railway Vision Plan 2025 document within six monthg, which would
present new ideas and new initiatives in a novel manner. And also there were proposals for
innovation promotion group, set Up & strategic business unit and formulation of information
technology vision 2012. What has happened to all these proposals? Nothing could be found out from
the budget speech. The Government under the leadership of the Same Prime Minister and under the
leadership of the same party should reveal the status of these propozals. Now | am coming to the
comparison with Plan objectives. Now we are in the third year of Eleventh Plan. The thrust areas
identified were capacity accumulation, improvement in operations and productivity augmentation and
increase in market share in both bulk and non-bulk freight traffic. But the allotment for the

development side iz very low in this budget. The demand for doubling, three and four lanss remaing
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unheard. In this budget, it is only 3 per cent to the development fund. Sir, there is only a meagre
increase in the Plan outlay from Re. 34336 crores for 2008-09 1o Be 40700 crores for 2009-10 whereas
the warld over mare thrust is given for rallways development as a measure to overcome economic
recession and job less. This matter should be considered in this budget also. Sir, | would like to bring
to the attention of this House certain things regarding my own State Kerala. The prime demand of the
Kerala State iz the formation of a Peninsular Railway Zone with Headguarters in Kerala. It is a well-
established fact that the need and geographical sprawle of Kerala are entirely different fraom the
neighbouring States. Therefore, the demand for a separate zone is thoroughly Justified. We had
certain expectations in this budget since the Minister of State for Rallways is from our State. But we
regret to say that nothing was done in this regard. YWe were very grateful to the last Government for
announcing a new coach factory at Palakkad but nothing has been mentioned in this budget and we

could not find any allocation for the coach factory in this budget.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI E. AHAMMED) : Sir, the
land, which the State Government has offered free of cost, is still not made avallable to the

Government.

SHRI P. BAJEEVE: Thank you. The State Government is ready to acquire the land after a
congensus among all political parties. We are trying for it | thark you for informing that the process i
going on. | said it because we had the bitter experience. So | would like to take this apportunity to
mention about this coach factory. In the eighties® we got an announcement about a coach factory
but later it was shifted to another State. That iz why | was compelled to mention this, Sir. Thank you,
Sir. Thig I8 the same situation with regard to wagon factory. In the budget of 2007-08, an
announcement was made for setting up a wagon factory In Kerala as a joint venture company with
the Steel Industries Kerala Limited. It is shocking that nothing about it has been mentioned in this
Budget. | have a sugpicion that there is a step-maotherly approach to Scuthern Rallway. It should be
addressed. The doubling of lines and electrification is the major demand for development of railway in
Kerala. But this issue was not properly addressed in this Budget. | request the hon. Minister, through
you, Sir, to allocate sufficient funds far the electrification and doubling of lines. Actually, the major
gection of electrification left out in Kerala ig the Shornur-Mangalore section. The State Government of
Kerala has introduced a package to improve the backwardness of this erstwhife Malabar region. |
request you to allot sufficient funds for electrification process. In doubling, only twelve kilometres
were left for completion of this process. Actually the officer in charge of doubling is working in
Chennal and his office is at Calicut. How can we finish the work within the time frame? The hon.
Minister of State should intervene in this. | request him, through you, Sir. There was an

announcement of Adarsh Station in thig Budget. This year, 375 stations are being included and 307
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stations were already announced. Unfortunately, not a single station from Kerala was included in this
ligt. | request the Minister, through you, Sir, to include sufficient stations in Kerala in Adrash Station
aystem. The Government of Kerala has already presented a proposal in the ROEB, f.e. it is ready to
take up the respongibility to build ROE and sufficient funds should be allotted by the Centre as its
share in advance. YWe demand for Re. 100 crores as advance payment of the Central share. | request
the han. Minister to consider this in a pasitive manner. | am grateful to the hon. Minister far allowing
new traing to Kerala, including Non-Stop traing . But three traing announced in this Budget are the

same as that which was announced in the last Budget.

SHRI E. AHAMMED * Already one non-stop train has been declared for Kerala and there are

seven other traing. So it comes to eight trains for Kerala.

SHREI P. BAJEEVE: Thank you, Sir. | said, new traine to Kerala including non-stop traing, not
excluding, but including. Thank you. But three trains announced in this Budget are the same as that
which was announced in the last Budget. For example, Bilagpur-Tirunelveli wia Thiruvananthapuram
Express was the first in the list of new trains which had been announced in the Interim Budget. The
same has been announced in this Budget also. Before this Budget the State Government has
submitted their Memaorandum to the Minigter to allow Memu for Kerala and to finieh the surveys,
including Calicut, Angadipuram and Mysore. Bo many surveys are pending. We have already
submitted a Memorandum to the Ministry for wage conversion in case of vacancies of several trains,
including Garib Rath. | reqguest the hon. Minister, through you, Sir, kindly consider the genuine

demands of the State of Kerala. With these words, | conclude. Thark you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PRCF P. J. KURIEN): Thark you, Mr. Rajeeve you have made a lot of

good points for Kerala in your maiden speech.
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tomorrow; the reply ig tomarrow. | am afraid if the aother Members will not adhere to the time-limit,

most of the Members will not get any chance. So, tomorrow one should not say that “no; no; we
have not been given the oppartunity.” So, you have to speak within the time. If everybody takes a

long time, what can we do? Yes, Mr. Rajeev Chandrasekhar.

SHRI RAJEEYV CHANDRASEKHAR (Karnataka): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | thank you for the
opportunity to speak on thig debate on the Railway Budget.

Sir, much has been gpoken about the Rallway Budget already by many other senior colleagues of
mine in this Houze. So, | will not repeat those pants. But, however, | will add some points and

suggestions from my perspective and my analysis of the Budget.

Sir, firstly, the suggestion that the much-vaunted financial performance of the Railways was less
than authentic comes ag a shock. | have been amongst those who have written and spoken and
waxed eloguently about the performance of the Railways over the last five years and spoken about it
on many accasions as a shining example of performance to the high expectations of Government

entities. Just the recent Rallway Budget had spoken about 8 cumulative earnings of 20,000 crores in
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five years. The suggestion that this wasn’t true must be dlarified, and coming as it does in the
background of corporate misdemeanours and frauds in the private sector raises serious questions.
The white paper promised by the hon. Minister will go a long way in establishing the correct financial

and operational picture of the Railways. Thig ig vital for the Rallways to mowve forward.

S0, Sir, first and foremaost, my suggestion to the hon. Minister is that this white paper be
presented in the shortest possible time and be made available in the public domain. | would also
suggest an amendment to the Railway Act that makes the Chairman Rallway Board and Member
Finance explicitly and statutarily responsible far the financial pasition of the Railways as presented to
the Ministry and the Parliament. | would also recammend strongly, Sir, that the CAG conduct regular
and annual audits of the Ralways® accounts and that these CAG audits are presented to the

Parliament along with the Railway papers every vear.

Sir, Railways is a proud and very impartant constituent of our national economy — given its all-
pervagsive rale in the movement of goods and people all around the country, including the mast
remote and strategic locations. Railways and its freight costs have also an impact on our domestic
inflation. It is vital that the Railways be put on a path of sustainable growth and a multi-year plan be
put into motion. The Rallways should be used for more than just populism and scaoring of political

pants, which unfortunately, increasingly, it is beginning to lock like it is being used for.

The most important statement in this Budget was the last paragraph of the hon. Minister’s
gpeech — the promige eventually of a Vigion 2020. | would urge the haon. Minister that this document
be developed as a strategic development and growth plan for the Railways at the earliest and | would

suggest the following paints to be incorparated into the Wision 2020.

Sir, the firet point is, Rallway track capacity expansion. The Rallways must remember that they
are in the business of hauling freight and passengers and expanding the Railway network must be
their pre-eminent and single-minded focus. The current 40,000 plus Klometres of railway network
must be ambitiously and aggressively expanded by at least 50 per cent in the next & to 7 years. Thig
is a target that the hon. Minister must take on and implement with all the energy at her command.
This can easily be done just by implementing track doubling and by implementing dedicated rail

freight corridars.

Secondly, utilisation and efficiency  improvements.  Sir, the Railways must embark on
implementing the latest signalling technologies throughout its entire network. There has been much
talk about pilot projects, etc., for the last five years. But a clear plan to upgrade the signalling
technology and hence impraving the throughput of traing and utilisation of our network must be
completed and rolled out starting urgently. The current approach of installing various incompatible
technologies at various places in the netwark in an ad foc manner ig clearly not strategic. | look

forward to han. Minister’s Vision 2020 in addressing this.
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Sir, the other area of utilization ig to enhance frack and axle loading. Far thig the dedicated high
speed and high load dedicated freight carridor must be put on the fast track and design of this freight
corridor must be done keeping in mind our reguirements for the next 50 years. Thig Dedicated Freight
Corridor will be the single largest rail expansion arywhere in the world except China and definitely the
biggest expansion of the Indian railways since Independence. It is an important project for India’s
aspiraticns to be an economic superpower and it will transform India’s competitiveness ag an

exporting and manufacturing hub.

Sir, the point No.3 for Mision 2020 g project management. My colleagues have just mentioned.
We all know that Railways ig littered with incomplete projects. In my city of Bangalore alone, | know
of various rallway aver-bridges and other praojects that are small-sized but have taken decades to
complete, including the famaus K.R. Puram stay bridge that tock almost 20 years to complete. There
i= something very very wrong in how the Railways approves projects, allocates funds and completes
them. | strongly urge the han. Minister to direct the Department to evolve & modern methodology
where projects once launched are given the highest priority for funding with a facus on completion of
projects instead of current dispensation where funds are diverted from launched praojects to new
projects. This is an approach that i costing the people of India and the Railways thousands of crores
in termg of overrung and delays. Sa, in shart, it is not encugh to appoint a dedicated officer to
oversee projects. As has been mentioned in the Budget. The Railways must develop a fresh and

modern methodology to conceive projects, to manage them, ta finance them and to complete them.

The point No.4 is the customer experience enhancement. Sir, | wont say any mare on this. Much
has been already said on this subject In the Budget and by my various calleagues. But | want to
make one point. It is =aid that Indian Rallways serves the poor and needy sections of India. But
nowhere it is to be agsumed that the poor and needy sections of India must suffer a poor and unsafe
fravel experience. The Rallways must naot treat ite passengers as anything but valued customers and
mugt etep up to the plate and give them a superior customer experience. The Minister has promised
thig, but | caution her that these kinds of promises have been made repeatedly in the past as well and

must be translated into real action.

Sir, the point No.5 of Vision 2020 is Freight Tariff Regulator. Sir, we all know that the Railways is
a manopoly. Being a manopoly brings with it many bad habits and some have crept into the Railways
over the past many years and decades. The area of concern today s the getting of freight tariffe and

classification of freight tariffs.
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While Parliament and the general public is often told that freight tariffe remain unchanged, the
same is sometimes effected by changing classifications of items. There iz a need to bring in
trangparency into this. | strongly recommend that an independent freight tariff regulatory office be
created that will be respongible for tfrangparently and without favour getting tariffs .

Sir, the last point of Vision 2020 is this. The Budget lays congiderable stress on PPP. Much has
been discussed about PPP in the Houge as well. Sir, PPP iz 8 good way for the Railways to augment
ite firancial capacity. But | would urge extreme caution. The first principle of such PPP g that
Railways must benefit and this must not be ancther way to cause dispropartionate profite to the
private sector. | would urge you to use competent external financial advisors and lawyers from
outside to negotiate and structure these PPPs to make them truly balanced and explore the
passibility of a dedicated regulatory office in the Railways that will be responsible for executing PPPs
to make sure they are in favour of the Railways.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, canclude.

SHRI RAJEEY CHANDRASEKHAR: Sir, let me end by reiterating what all my seniar colleagues
from Karrataka have already stated strongly in both the Houses. The investments in my State fall far
below what is being done in other States and can be construed as unfalr and discriminatory. We are
all people of one ration and the Railways serve the nation and all ite people. There ig a strong case
for a re-look at investments and new projects in this Budget and for ensuring that investments in new
projects are done in a more equitable manner o that all people and all States benefit. In the end, |
wolld refterate that the Railways is and will remain, for the concelvable future, an important and vital
part of the complex eguation of our economic progress. The Railways must structurally be re-
architected to meet the challenges of the coming years and not continue the 60-year old status quo.
1 hope, despite my being a lone voice of an independent MP in this House, the Minister and her
colleagues take note of the points made and incorporate them in their plans for the Railways for this
year and the future.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, 1 would like to make an announcement about the
fime left with each of the palitical parties. The BJP has 33 minutes with nine speakers. | would like the
Party to allocate the time to its Members. The Congress has 2 hours and 31 minutes with nine
speakers. The CPI (M) has no time left and have one speaker. The SP has no time left and there is
one gpeaker. The JO(U) has 77 minutes. Nominated Members have 29 minutes. Others have twa
hours with 19 speakers. | will have to strictly adhere to this because with this time limit we will be able
to complete only by & o’clock tamorrow. The Minister has to reply and we have to conclude. |'would
humbly request all the hon. gpeakers to take the minimum possible time. After all, we have been
participating in the discussions on Rallway Budget every year and you can be precise in your
submissions. Now, Sardar Tarlochan Singh. Six minutes, please.

WER Vet Ed g (BRI « gfkar [l < wEd)
sPgawaTafe ; e Beel

SARDAR TARLOCHAN SINGH : Sir, | shall conclude in time. TR, T8e] 91 3 T4 930 1Y 1
BdTE e & 5 Hall < agd ared) 9 50d el 21 i J sRuren ¥ § oiv siumn ol g1 7E
@gs N E 8 T P AR Sl B b I H Y @A e 2, R o 86 I 9gd gwdTs
T B T, UF T o961 £ 9o8 Gy T2, Slfith affel o =4 98 &1 e & 7= o i 9o
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Please, canclude.
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TRETR d¥e s g : STa19 o1 £ 136 =9 2nfl &9 916t 21 Thank you, Sir.

SHRI SHANTARAM LAXMAN NAIK (Goa): Sir, | stand here to support the Railway Budgst

proposals moved by the Union Railway Minister. | think, she will prove to be a dynamic Raillway
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Minister in course of time. | reguest the officiale of the Railway Ministry to guide her properly because
if she is guided praperly, she will prave to be a good Minister. In fact, if any misguidance is given, |

think, she would be capable of recognizing such acts very soon, and, therefore, that will not work.

MNow, | come to my own State, Goa. Sir, | think, when the officials sit to prepare Budget, they do
not keep the map of India in front of their eyes. If they had kept the map in front of them, how could it
happen that all the States in the South, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka, or, Tamil Nadu, are
mentioned, but, in this entire stretch, only one State has been avoided, and that is Goa. Others have
got one train, two traing, three trains, seven lines. Each one has got a digpute regarding mare traing
but as far as Gea is concerned, — | request the hon. Minister to kindly pay attention to me — not a
single train has been given. Why has this injustice been done to the State of Goa? | would like to

know this from the Railway Minister.

Earlier when the Konkan Railway wags established, the criticiam was that Goa was going to be
madle a carridor for passing traing. This was the criticism. Let this criticism nat be sustained. Let the
Railway Ministry consider Goa as a State and give due share in the Railway connectivity. | distinguish

myself with the problem that we have not got any railway line. Others have got a bit or more.

Coming to Konkan Railway, Sir, 1 would remind that late Shri Scindiaji laid the foundation in the
genge that firet survey sanction was given during Scindigji’s time. Mow, after all these years, it is high
fime that doubling of line is done in the Konkan Railway. | know, doubling of lines cannot be done
overnight. A beginning has to be made. A survey has to be conducted so that, at least, in the next
five years® time, Konkan Railway ig made double-line. Ctherwise, it will be totally saturated because
|0 many passing traing through Gujarat, Chennal and other places are there. Therefore, doubling of

lines is & must.

Sir, there was a traditional train during Porfuguese time from Vasco da Gama to Bombay. This
frain has been cancelled. After Kankan Rallway has came inta force, thig traditional train which was

exigting for years together during Portuguese time, has to be commenced.

Sir, most of the towns have got the connectivity to Tirupati. Why s it not there from Goa? \Why
not you give 8 railway line to Velarkanni, where, besides the touriste, people of Christian community
would like 1o go. Tourigts come to Goa and Goans would also like to go to Tirupathi and also to

Welankanni. Therefore, rail connectivity to these areas has to be given.

Other important issue is Goa to Delhi. How do we go? There is one daily train, Goa Express,
which takes 48 hours. Cther train takes 36 hours. Rajdhani train is there, which runs twice a week,
but it is castly. Everybody cannct afford it. Ultimately, 1t is a passing train. There would not be any
berths for Gea as such, except a few. Therefare, there should be a direct train from Goa to New

Delhi wia Baroda. Goa is & tourist destination. You will have lots of passengers. People in thousands
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come to Goa. But still there 12 no direct train from Goa to New Delhi which has a short route. Gne
takes 48 hours. Ancther takes 36 hours. The exception is the Sampark Kranti which takes two days.

The Rajdhani takes three days. My plea is that we should be given a train with a sharter route.

In every Railway Budget, whenever 1 got an opportunity, | asked for this. Laluji was nat kind
enaugh to grant me ane. My list is big. But, last time, when | listed some 8-10 demandg, | also
demanded a train from Patna to Goa. | wanted the people of Bihar, who live in Goa, should get
benefit. But | was given only that frain, Patna to Gea. No other train. Therefore, people in Goa
started cursing me saying that | was only looking after the interests of Biharis in Goa. No cther train

wag given. | faced criticism because one train was given to me, that ig, Patna to Goa.

In every Budget, | asked for entertainment facility to be given in trains. | am happy that in thig

Budget, at least in limited trains, this facility iz going ta be given.

Az far as cleanliness and guality of food s concerned, it iz everybody’s complaint. | think that
ateps should be taken aon a war footing in this regard. One need nat go into the details of what kind of
food and what type of cleanliness we want. If we get cleanliness and better food, everybody will

appreciate the efforts of the han. Railway Minister.

Fax and telephone facilities at stations are not there. In which world are we living ? Nobody picks
up the phone at station. Suppose we want to send a fax for emergency guota in any faraway station.
Fax facility is not there. Some stations have got the commercial fax facility. Therefore, fax facility, e-

mail facility, and better telephone facility at each railway station is required.

Coming back to the issue of Konkan Railway Corporation, it has not been taken over by the
Indian Railways. | would also not like to suggest it, because it has done a good job. But those people
whose land was acquired by the Konkan Railway Corporation, some of them were given jobs and

some of them were given small stalls at railway stations.

After 7-8 years, the Konkan Railway Corporation is telling all those people that their job is over
and now they can leave. You took away their land, gave them stalls for 7-8 years, and now they are
being driven out. Those who have got jobs, they are in the jobs. So, thig ig the betrayal of

commitment by the Konkan Railway Corporation.

The land has been acquired by it. In lleu of that, they have been compenzated, besides maney,
by giving stalls to them. All of & sudden, the Konkan Rallway Corporgtion cannot terminate the
contract. It is for their life time. Maybe you can increasze the rent, but those stalls cannat be re-
tendered. Similarly, those who have been given jobs, they cannat be thrown out of it. If that is done,

nobody will trust the Corporation.

In case, the Korkan Rallway Corporation does not consider the humanitarian aspect, then |
would suggest that the Konkan Rallway Corporation should be taken over by you. At least, the Indian

Railways will treat them in a better manner.
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Lastly, Sir, gbout the world-clags stations. There Is no definition for thig. | would suggest that
any good station, maybe from Britain ar America or France or Japan, can be taken up as an ideal
world-class station by name. Warld-class is a broad term. You name any good station from Japan or
America and =ay that our station will be like that station. Then, we will get a clear idea and we will

know whether our station i according to the criteria or not.

Lastly, Sir, regarding the white paper which had become a controversial thing. We will get a
good idea. Bverybody is in doubt ag to whether the Rallways are in profit or not ever since the issue
has come up. Let the things be clarified as to whether the Rallways are in profit or are nat. Everybody

should welcome the step of white paper. Thank you very much, Sir.
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MR- DEPUTY CHAIBMAN: Now, Shri T.K. Bangarajan. Five minutes pleage.

SHRI T.K. RANGARAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Thark you very much Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, for
giving me an opportunity to speak. The great Indian people elected their representatives 156 fimes.
Mow, the new Government has taken the charge. For at least 40 years, the working class of aur
country wanted thelr crganisation, their leadership to be elected, to represent them with the
respective management. The Government never allows the workers to exercige their wish. Railway
workers fought so many battles. Finally, the Supreme Couwrt of thie country, in their historic
judgment, asked the Railways to conduct a secret ballot. Please permit me to thank the Supreme

Court.

In Southern Railway, Dakshin Rallway Employees Union, one of the oldest Unions, has been
elected by workers, among other Uniong. The elected Zonal Uniong are the real voice of the warkers
of all categories. | appeal to the Minister to allow the DREL and other Uriong, it any, to participate in

JCM Mational Council and Departmental Council, which will further etrengthen the industrial relations.

Regarding Tamil Nadu requirements, 1 agree with my colleague,, representing AADMK, Shri M.
Balaganga, who spoke yesterday. | thank the Minister for making an announcement for providing
acholarships for higher education of girls for Group D staff. But the number of Group D workers is
shrinking. It was 7,464,100 in 1991, but in 2007-08, it was anly 4,70,200 employees. This means,
2,756,200 vacancies are not filed up. Why? The Pay Commission never argues like that. But
everything has been implementad, what Rakesh Mohan has suggested. The Rakesh Mchan
Committee recommendation has been implemented by the successive Rallway Ministers and the
present Railway Minister also. Whatever he suggests is only at the guidance of the Rakesh Mohan
Committee. So, we do not agree to that. All these PFPs will not help the Railways to maintain it as a

State sectar. That is what the Minister suggests in this Budget, which we strongly oppose.

Sir, the Railway Board has issued various circulars on “Right Seizing™. Accaording to the circulars,
every year, three per cent of employees retire. Out of that, two per cent should be surrendered and
one per cent poste can be filled or kept vacant. A recent circular states that the surrender can be
effected even in the safety categories. Drivers® category suffers without sufficient manpower. The

Railway Budget, 2007-08 states — Sir, | read —as follows:

“Through rationalisation of drivers and  loco  linke over the past two  years, we

have been able to gpare mare than 250 engines for running the traing .”

This has been effected by increasing links, reducing trainee reserve poste, leave reserve posts
etc.; loco men, taday, are refused to take leave. Moreover, they put more than 12 haurs of work.
Guards, Station Masters, Gatemen are also in a similar hardship. Safety of the Railway s affected by
this.

Sir, today, the safety of railways is in danger. They have a special Safety Fund of Rg.17,000

crores to be mabilised partly by the Government and partly through levy of safety surcharge. You
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gee, the 2007-08 total investment plus revenue plus Plan allocation expenditure put together, is
worth Re.5,44,62,170 thousand cores. You have safety measures of only Rs.17,000 crares, which

means approximately 00006742 per cent.
MR- DEPUTY CHAIBMAN: Okay. Please conclude.
SHRI T.K. BANGARAJAN: Sir, | am finishing.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIBMAMN: Come to the last point.

SHRI T.K. BANGARAJAN: Regarding woman employess, today, arcund 20,000 woman
employess  are  working  in wvarious  categories, | have seen  them working in Yards
(Thiruvamamthapuram, Cachin, Golden Rock, Erode, Arakonam and Chemnai). This may be true
throughout India. Woman emplayees have their own specific grievances, and their problems have to

be looked inta.

Sir, the Central Pay Commigsion has recommended for construction of single woman hostels by
Government to make available the accommodation for women who become single due ta various

reasong. The Budget should allocate funds far construction of single woman hostels.

Finally, coming to Janata Khana, Sir, it is not a new thing. Already, late Shri Madhu Dandavate
fried. It went on for four-five monthe with poorfe, potato and pickle. Then, autamatically, it finished.

Railway catering lobby is not allowed to continue. | hape this will not happen this time.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIBMAMN: Please conclude.

SHRI T.K. BANGARAJAN: Finally, Sir, | would like to add. ...(/m‘errupn'ons)... Finally, 1 caution
the Gavernment on the financial performance of the Railways as the operating ratio has already gone
up from 88 per cent to 92.5 per cent within three monthe. So, the Railways® pitiable techno-

economic situation of 2007 is not repeated . With this warning, | conclude, Sir.
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Bajaj. You have five minutes.

SHRI RAHUL BAJAJ (Maharashtra): Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman. | have got twelve

minutes .
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIBMAN! No. You have five minutes.
SHRI RAHUL BAJAJ: The Independerts get no chance or at the last. ... (dnterryotions)...

2Nt STEATl - B9 I EY 30 Independents 2 For your information, after the Congress Party,

the highest time is given to the Independents, 2 hours and 24 minutes.

SHRI BAHUL BAJAJ: That includes DMK, Sir, who have only four people. Every Party with less

than five Members is treated ag ‘Others’. Genuine Independents are only 12 or 4.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is the system.

SHRI BAHUL BAJAJ: Sir, may | congratulate, through you, the Railway Minister for presenting
the Railway Budget in & very short time? | do not speak against any Minister of Railways, today or in
the past, nor in their favour. A= a private sector independent pergon, Mr. Deputy Chairman, Siry |
speak for the Railways and in the interest of the Railways and that to me means what we have to
ensure is the interest of the customer. We are supposed to provide facilities and services of the
highest order to passengers and for freight at the lowest possible cost and of the best possible
quality. This is what the Rallways is meant to do. You have to expand the network. | heard the
gpeech of the Leader of the Opposition saying the British did nothing for us. We were a colony left
with 56,000 kilometres of railway tracks and we have, since then, in &0 years, not even added 300 ar
400 kilometres. We have doubled the tracks. We have converted meter gauge into broad gauge. |
was shocked to learmn that there has been hardy any addition of the length of the tracks in our &0
years rule. In fact, for conversion and doubling, our performance has been 20 per cent last year and
the surprising thing is that the physical target is 20 per cent and 100 per cent of the budget for gauge
conversion has been used and 80 per cent of the budget for doubling has been Lged. Either our initial
budgets were disastrously low or there was something funny going on in terme of ill efficiency or
corruption. It we have to meet our objective of providing the best service at the lowest cost to our
passengers, and of course also to freight then, first of all, we should reduce our cost because the
crganisation also will have to be sustainable and viable. lagree with the Railway Minister about social
vighility in addition to economic viability. It is just like growth ig not enough for our GDP, for our
nation. We want it to be accompanied by social justice. YWe want it o be inclugive. Similarly, in the
Railways, we want not only economic vighility, but also social viability., But we know without growth
there ig neither inclusiveness, nor is it possible to have sacial justice. Some of my colleagues in the
House have said that. Here alsa | would request the Minister of State for Railways to tell the Railway
Minister that economic viakility is not a negative thing. You have to, in fact, contribute to the general
exchequer. But that apart. You cannot make logses because that will be at the cost of the taxpayers

and the people of the country. So we need social viakility, but we need economic viakility and
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sustainability aleo. For example, the Rallways are nat anly our past, they are also our future. They are
the most convenient, economical and environment-friendly transport. Sa, if they don’t expand their
netwaork, we have to use trucks, which produce pollution, and which are very expengive. But they are
door to door. Container services, etc., the Rallways has just not been able to do. We have been in
touch with the Railways for a long a time. Now we need to benchmark our performance against
glcbal standards. | have the World Bank railway database with me. If they want, | can give it to them.
I am sure they have seen it. If we look at the railway database, Sir, of the World Bank, we find that
the Indian Railways ig compared favourably on size — naturally we are a big country — on
electrification, on locamctive. It is all favourable. But where we fall short, | am very sarry to say, is
employee productivity and revenue per passenger kilometre. Our fares are half that of China, leave
alore the developed world. | don®t want fares to go up. Al the Members of Parliament do not want
the fares to go up. No Railway Minister want the fares to go up. We all understand that. Then for
heaven’s sake, reduce the cost, imorove productivity and imorove efficiency. If these are bad words,
then God help India, then God help the Railways. We have to do thig. It ig & public sector property; it
is a national property. It is not a private property. If it makes profit, it is for the people of our country.
But that is a different matter. Then there iz a talk of “White Paper’ and all. | don't want to paoliticise
that. The Rallways is very impartant. So. whether it is this Minister or that Minister, this party or that
party, | wauld only earnestly, in all humility, say that we do nct want to paliticise the situation. \We
want to improve the Railways for the good of India and for the good of Indian people. Mow, the
operating ratio, which has been referred to, has deteriorated very sharply, If earnings go up by only
B per cent and expenses go up by 34 per cent, what else is bound to happen? | can quote many
other things. But, as | said, even on Purchasing Power Parity basis, our fares are very low. Ina way,
the United States is a good example; no President of the United States had the courage or guts to
increase the price of petrol. Everybody knows that that is the way to do it. That is one commadity,
even in India, which iz In short supply. I 70 per cent = imported, and you are encouraging people to
consume ity then, it does not make sense. Our External Affairs Minister is there. Our former Finance
Minister iz there. They all understand it. But nobody has the guts, as somebody said, “No; no,
elections are coming in Maharashtra, and we have to be careful " What [would like to say is that we
have seen the effect of Public Private Partnership in the Telecom and the Alrlines. It was dane in the
right way. There i a definition of Public Private Partnership. You can define it any way you like. | do
not want to give examples; it may be exploited. Some private sector parties and others have taken
advantage of it. That ig not good. But, then, the Government cannat do everything by itself; or, Tor
that matter, in the matter of Railways, development of platforms and stafions, etc., nor can the
private sector do that all by themselves. But, people of the private sector, as | said earlier an the floor
of the House, are as patrictic as people in the public sector. There is no monopoly of any individual or
any sector to be patriotic and nationalistic. So, let them work tagether. The Telecom and the Airlines
have shown it. It increazes demand. It brings in efficiency. Yesterday | had a Special Mention on the
Aviation company, the Air India. It is daing very, very badly. And cthers are alzo making lasses. The
question ig, there are measures by which you can measure efficiency. And, in the case of Air India,

which, of course, cannat be a subject of discussion now, leaves a lof fo be desired. The Railways is
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g great national institution but it needs to be improved. Some firmness has to be shown. And, |

would, at this stage, wish all the best to the new Railway Minister. Thank you.

RESIGNATION BY A MEMBER

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | have to inform Members that the Chairman, Rajya Sabha, had
received a letter from Dr. K. Kasturirangan, Member, resigning his seat in the Rajya Sabha. The
Chairman has accepted hig resignation with effect from the 8th of Juby, 2009,

THE BUDGET (RAILWAYS) 2009-10 - Contd...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAMN: Sardar Varinder Singh Bajwa

TSARDAR VARINDER SINGH BAJWA (Punjab) @ Chandigarh is capital of both Punjab and
Haryana and it is not at all connected with Ludhiana a big industrial city of Punjab, 35 years back a
survey was done and Railway line has been partially made but | do nat understand why it hag not
been completed and linked to Ludhiana.

Secondly from Amritear to Ferazepur there is a proposal but no railway line has come into
existence. Even after a survey from Una to Hoshalrpur but no railway line has come into existence.
Paghwara to Hosharipur and Hosharipur to Dsuha even after doing survey no action has been taken.
Fram Urna to Talwara railway link, the work is been done but at a very slow pace it has to be
expedited. Their iz no proposal for double line in Punjab State. On Ferozepur to Delhi route there i
lot of traffic which goes vig Bhatinda and Rohtak; this line should be doubled thus would benefit bath
Punjab and Haryana.

New traing 7.e. two Shatabdis are in Punjab L.e. from Amritgar to Delhi which have so much rugh
of people that people do nat even get ticket. So a Shatabd from Jammu to Delhi wig Jalandhar be
introduced which would benefit Jammu-Kashmir, Himachal and Punjab. Fram Hoshiarpur to Delhi
there is no train and | request Hon’ble Minister of Railway that a train be introduced on this route thus
benefiting the people of the said area.

Rail Over bridge in Punjab are incomplete, In Tanda a rall over bridge ig being built where the
Punjab Government has fulfiled its share of 50%% but on the side of the railways its Incomplete since
last 2 years thus causing harassment the people. There are other railway over bridges in Punjab
which are incomplete and these should be completed.

Discussion has taken place about New Delhi Rallway Station | also want to say that its surprising
that it takes 1 hr. to reach Delhi station. You have to pick up and take your luggage, there is no
proper parking, thair is no system in place.

One thing that is more surprising that their is one VIP gate, | don't understand that whether a
Member of Parliament is a VIP or not. | ask Hon’ble Minister if we come in the list of VIP*s than have
to be allowed in. I7ZAT is being talked about, it ig very humiliating that we have to cross railway lines
and anly railway officers are being allowed in through that gate and than closed afterwards, no MP is
allowed In.

T [Enghsh translation of the ornginal speech delivered in F’umab\]
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