RAJYA SABHA

Monday, the 27th July, 2009/5 Sravana, 1931 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clack,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
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Shifting of the office of NFDC

i-*SQW.SHFH Y.P. TRIVEDI: Will the Minister of INFORMATION AND BEROADCASTING be pleased
to state:

(a)  whether Government has recelved any proposal for shifting the Head COffice of Naticnal
Film Development Corporation (NFDG) from Mumbai to Delhi;

(b)  ifso, whether the said proposal has been accepted and approved by Government;

(2} whether opinion of all the pecple associated with it has been ascertained while granting the
eaid approval ; and

(d) ifso, the details thereaf ?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONIY: () to
() A Statement iz laid cn the Table of the House.

Statement
(a) Mo, Sir.
(b) to (d) Does not arise in view of (&) above.

SHRI Y.P. TRWEDI: Sir, the firet guestion is relafing to the shifting of the Office. My first
supplementary ig like thig. Thig is the Ingtitution which hag given us same of the very outstanding
movies like "Gandhi”, "Salaam Bombay" and others. Now, this Instituticn has become almost

#Criginal notice of the guestion was received in Hindi.



ineffective. Does the Government have any plans to put some money, inject some Iife into it?
MR. CHAIBMAN: That is not relating to the question.
SHRI Y.P.TRIVEDI: But that is relating to the same Institution.

MR. CHAIBMAN: Yes, that relates to the same Ingtitution, but you have asked a specific

guestion. Please read part (a).

SHRI'Y.P. TRIVEDI: No, na, Sir. But whether the Government has any plans to put some maney
into this Institution so that it can make some television mavies like "Ganchi™ and others so that we

cannot have to, thereafter, go on sesing embarrassing television shows like "Sach Ka Samna".

MR. CHAIRMAN: Trivediji, it is a wvery valid question, but not coming out of this.

...(Interruptions ). ..

DR. KARAN SINGH: Sir, the question of shifting may be ariging out of the performance of the

Institution. ... Interruyotions ). ..
MR, CHAIRMAN: L et the guestion be answered.
SHRI CHOUDHURY MOHAN JATUA: Will the hon. Member, please, repeat the guestion?

sHwmafe 39 guestion repeat Y g 3ﬂQI

SHRI Y.P. TRIVEDI: Sir, this Institution has become ineffective. ... (nterruotions J...

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: Sir, it is true that the NFDC which was founded in 1275 and, then,
shifted with the merger of two other Corporations, in 1283, started functicning and produced some
very good movies, 200-300 maovies, as my han. Colleague mentioned, by well-known, established,
rencwned film directors. In recent days, it has seen not very happy times, and the Government hag
aclvanced working capital loans, aggregating to almost Re.20 crores for 2006-05 and 2006-07. We
are thinking of giving them more equity, and Rs.6.5 crores have been releaged for 2008-09, for the
Eleventh Plan, so that they can take Lp a greater number of films by regional directars, firgt-time
directors, up to Re.2 crores, or whatever the nearby figure. In the meantime, Sir, as a Ministry alzo,
we have written to all the hon. Union Cabinet Ministers and Chief Ministers. They all have a high
budget for their publicity components, and we have asked them o use the facilities available in the
MNFDC, the infrastructure and the expertise so that they could get work and the State Governments

could get good films too.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Second supplementary, please.

SHREIY.P. TRIVEDI: Siry this sub-titling lab was shifted to Chennai. Does the Government have
any plan to shift it back to Mumbai ?

SOME HOMN. MEMBER: "Sub-title” makes this sub-title !

MR. CHAIRMAN: | don't see the sub-title!



SHRI'Y.P. TRIVEDI: Sir, sub-titling lab.

SHRI CHOUDHURY MOHAN JATUA: Sir, at the moment, the Government is not thinking on this

issue.
MR. CHAIBMAN: Thank you. Shrl Rajesv Shukla.

SHRI BAJEEY SHUKLA: Sir, | would like to thank the han. Minister for making it clear that the
MNFDG is not being moved to Delhi. The NFDC has become a merely frading body. For the last 5-&
years it has been sourcing the movies to the Doordarshan only. That has been the major job of the
NFDC. | don't think that it has been created for that purpose. | think that it should be converted intoa

Netional Film Finance Development Corporation. Will she corsider this proposal ?

SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: Sir, it is true that the NFDC used to get films for Doordarshan. But that
is stopped some time ago. That is why the NFDC has to be supported and strengthened. They have
the infrastructure. They have a large number of employees. Some of them have taken VRS, With a
more comprehensive bady, as | mentioned earlier in my responge, we are trying to source work o
that the NFDC's talents can be used to the optimum capacity.

DR. K. MALAIBAMY: Sir, the Minister has admitted that there is no proposal to shift the NFDC.
But my guestion is different. Assuming, for the sake of argument, that there is 8 proposal to shift it

from ore place to anather...
MR. CHAIBMAN: That is hypothetical.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: ... or fixing a place for the purpose of locating an office or arganisation, |
am inclined to ask; What could be your parameter or bagis for it, whether it i discretion-driven or
demand-driven or for any other consideration which can't be explained by you in public’?

MR. CHAIRMAN: | suspect that is a hypothstioal question.
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