(c) The Government is not aware of any irregularities in respect of these disinvestments.
(d) and (&) Does not arise.
Hike in price of foodgrain

13809, SHRIRAJ MOHINDER SINGH MAJITHA:
SHRI SHIVANAND TIWARI:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether itis a fact that a report, *Agricultural Outlook 2009-2018" has been published
as a result of concerned efforts made by UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, and

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development;

(b) if so, whether it is a fact that according to this report the prices of cereals have

declined in the rich countries while the situation is quite contrary in poor countries;

(c) if so, the facts thereof, and whether there will be a rise in the number of poor people in

poor countries due to price-rise; and
(d) if so, reaction of the Government thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (PROF. K.V, THOMAS):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) to (d) According to the Agricultural Outlook 2008-2017, food price inflation (not just
foodgrain prices but all food prices) was generally higher in a sample of 15 developing countries
as compared to 10 developed countries over the period from February, 2007 to February
2008, though food price inflation in India, at 5.8%6 was the lowest in the group of developing

countries.

According to the above report, there was a marked slowing in food price inflation during the
period February, 2008 to February, 2009 most developing and developed countries but not in
India where the rate of food price inflation accelerated sharply. However, there is substantial

variation among countries and generalizations are not possible.

As per the FAQ estimates, the number of malnourished people in the world increased to
1.02 hillion in 2009 as a result of higher food prices and the financial crisis. YWhether this number
will rise still further depends on how quickly the world economy recovers from the crisis, trend in

food prices in future and how soon wages catch up with higher food prices.

In order to increase availahility of foodgrains and to have a check on their prices, the
Government is implementing a number of schemes such as the National Food Security Mission,
Integrated Scheme of Qilseeds, Pulses, Oil Palm and Maize (ISOPOM), Integrated Cereals

Development Programme etc.

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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