Definition of poverty line
1431. SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE : Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) the definitions of poverty line in rural and urban area, according to Planning Commission;
and

(b) the definitions of National Poverty line?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING (SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY): (a)
The Planning Commission has defined the poverty line as per capita consumption expenditure of Rs.
49.09 per month in rural and Bs. 56.64 per month in urban areas at 1973-74 prices at national level.
This corresponds to basket of goods and services anchored on a norm of per capita daily calorie
requirement of 2400 kcal in rural areas and 2100 kcal in urban areas. The state-specific poverty line are
derived from the national level poverty lines, using state-specific price indices and /nter-state price
differential.

(b) The National Poverty line is defined in terms of per capita expenditure per person per month
separately for rural and urban areas and is based on the expenditure class-wise distribution of persons
and poverty ratio at all-India level. The poverty ratio at all-India is obtained as the weighted average of
the state-wise poverty ratio. The national Poverty line at 2004-05 prices is Rs. 356.60 per capita per

month in the rural areas and Rs. 538.60 per capita per month in urban areas.
BPL people in current and previous list

11432, SHRI LALIT KISHORE CHATURVEDI: Wil the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the number of people living below poverty line in the current list is less in relation to
the previous list;

(b) if s0, the reasons for such decrease in the number of people living below poverty line
alongwith comparative details of previous and current lists;

(C) the separate details of standards issued by department of rural development for preparation

of previous list and current list; and

(d) whether it is a fact that the number has been decreased in the current list due to distinct

stipulated standards of previous list and current list of BPL families?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING (SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY): (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) Ministry of Rural Development conducts the Below Poverty Line (BPL) Census in
association with the State Governments and UTs to identify the rural households living Below Poverty
Line who could be assisted under its various programmes. On the basis of BPL Census 1997, the
State/UTs identified 5.56 crore rural households as BPL. However, on the basis of BPL Census 2002,
5.43 crore BPL households have been identified . Some of the States like Jammu and Kashmir, Orissa,

Sikkim, Lakshadweep and Puducherry are yet to report the outcome of such an exercise.

TOriginal notice of the guestion was received in Hindi.
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(c) The BPL Gensus 1997 was conduced based on consumption expenditure as one of the main
parameters and adopted Bs. 20,000/ - per annum per household as limit for exclusion of a family from
the BPL Census 2002 was conducted using the methodology of Score Based Ranking of rural
household for which 13 socio-economic parameters such as size of land holding, type of houses, food
security, sanitation, ownership of consumer durables, literacy, means of livelihood, etc. were

prescribed by the Expert Group constituted by the Ministry.
(d) Mo, Sir.
Proposals from Maharashtra
1433. SHRI Y.P. TRIVEDI : Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) the number of proposals pending for approval in his Ministry from the State of Maharashtra

till date and since when they have been pending;
(b) the details of the pending proposals and the reasons of delay in their approval;
(C) whether Government would issue any guideline to settle the proposals; and
(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING (SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY )z (a)

There is no proposal from Government of Maharashtra lying pending for approval.
(b) to (d) does not arise.
Strategy to protect common man
1434. SHRI RAMA GHANDRA KHUNTIA @ Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has any special plan and strategy to save industries, employments,
maintain growth rate, increase per capita income and protect the increase of Aam Admi in view of
global economy slow down, downtrend growth and employment, closure and merger of industries and

industrial houses?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING (SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY )z (a)
Yes, Sir. With a view to counter the negative fallout of the global slowdown on the Indian economy;,
Government responded by providing three focused fiscal stimulus packages in the form of tax relief
and increased expenditure on public projects along with Heserve Bank of India taking a number of

monetary easing and liguidity enhancing measures.
Genetically modified crops

1435. SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY be

pleased to state:

(a) what measures Government is taking or proposing to take to ensure that Genetically

Modified Crops do not become a health hazard to the public; and
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