administrative control of Department of Food and Public Distribution, has planned to set up a
Container Freight Station facility at Udyogmandal, Kochi in association with Fertilizer and
Chemical Travancore Ltd. (F/—\CT) Kochi, a public sector undertaking under Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers as per Memorandum of Understanding (Mol) signed with FACT on
03.05.2008.

(b) and (c) The cost involved in the project and the jobs likely to be created are vet to he
worked out.

SAZ 1o boost agriculture production
1146. SHRI AMIR ALAM KHAN : Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware of the steep fall in production of agriculture items and
phenomenal increase in the prices of essential food items;

(b) if s0, the details thereof;

(c) whether Government is working on a plan for setting up Special Agriculture Zone to

boost agriculture production;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and
(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (PROF. K.V. THOMAS):
(a) and (b) There has been no steep fall in the production of food grains. As per final estimates
of 2007-08 food grain production at 230./8 Milion tones was recorded. As per third Advance
Estimates for the year 2008-09, production of food grain is likely to be at 220.85 Million Tonnes.
The Government is aware of the increase in prices of essential food items during the year 2008-
09. The prices of essential commodities were closely monitored and various measures were
taken to augment supplies and stabilize prices of certain essential commodities. Rise in
domestic prices was owing to the combined effect of factors such as, growing demand on
account of increase in population and income, hardening of international prices, changes in
consumption pattern, etc. Government has been taking effective steps to moderate the prices.

(c) to (&) As of now there is no proposal under consideration to Establish SAZ. However,
for the development of Agriculture Sector, a number of initiatives and plan scheme are being
implemented, which includes Rastriva Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKYY), National Food Security
Mission (MFSK), Mational Horticulture Mission (NHM) Macro Management of Agriculture
(MIMA) and Micro Irrigation etc.

Cultivation problems in small agriculture plots

147. SHRI JAl PRAKASH NARAYAN SINGH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government is aware that with the division of agricultural land, number of

agriculture plots have increased specially in hilly areas;

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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