RAJYA SABHA

Wednesday, the 22 July, 2009/ 31 Asadha, 1931 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
#261. [The questioner (Dr. K. Malisamy ) was asent. For answer videpage 21infa. |
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Number of labourers working in cement factories in M.P.

1%*262. SHRI RAGHUNANDAN SHARMA: Will the Minister of LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of labourers working in cement factories in Madhya Pradesh who suffered from
silicosis and other diseases caused by dust particles of cement;

(b) out of them, the number of those who died and whether steps are being taken by
Government for taking care and upliftment of the survived ones;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and
(d) if not, appropriate steps being taken by Government for them?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT (SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE): (a) to (d) A
statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (c) 15456 workers are working in cement factories in Madhya Pradesh. No case of
silicosis caused by dust particles of cement has been reported from cement factories in Madhya
Pradesh.

t Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



(d) Regular inspections are being carried out by inspectors in the Directorate of Industrial
Health and Safety of Madhya Pradesh under the Factories Act, 1948.

2t IR T AEAR QU HeIed, H 9 U ¥ S 9gd Aecayul 91 ys! off, 98
ST Bt A SR ST@! TdTe 9og W HfAT oI BRG] H FTH B §Y, SBT3 I B A
&, S SATToraT I A1 B §1 37 Rl & HRT s 7R S €, I6d 918 S URAR YL
% BIR IR UG S &1 STh] a1 dTell BIg Tel 811 51 STb! A1 aieh 3 b 9t 7el BIefl 81
PRE gl TS IGRTS 9, S & I 4117 3§ IR & 101 fazarg < €, 59 41f% B o
BN o IR, HRET I A8 PR < & AR IHB] AL o Y BlS ol &

AT [T S, #9199 48T o fh Hew uee & WRiC SREMI H $1 R dTel fha
51 silicosis TAT ATHE BT gl J BIF dTell 31T SHINRAT H T Y & 2 AT 3= BI ATell SHTRAT
#, S AL 8, qUBfed I &, 9 F I E, B O 81 9K €, b AP &€ 81 SR €,
I FfTBIT § B ST &, VY 31 SIATRYT Sh! 81 STt 81 A1 H30) SfY 7 silicosis & IR &
BT B P qTa I F T DI T o1 B I8 IR TSB! TARTE B BT YA (61 31 59 Fared
BT IR S fEUT BT I 51 51

ft [HTaRY : 31T TR YREVI 1T SIRT T ¥es SWIAT A SRV AT I FaTel 8 A

it TgeA vt IR, § qaTd €1 B I@T E AT GUART Sff, I8 FaTe B ARG A €,
I A B ATl U= B

it wHTafy : 3Ty waTe @ gfu

i T T IR, § A4 Sl A I8 Y9 ]8T § P S 99 SREM H W B arel 5 9,
ST HRET H FoTet {2 1 8, S99 F {6 sfip! 3 9cg §S &2 A-1g 7301 Sff g9P aN |
AT BT HE B, RiTep SN HAHH PR A qTER =l Y, d 4 I SR | AR <R MY I

ot AfeepIof @@= : R, 57 SREM! A A B Fepren 21, S@e! gt 91 g9 U T8 8
IR AT GG DI WAhe Fave od & f6a-ea haeds 4 o v gan &, 91 69 J8
STHRIRA HIMHR IT q1 Al | G P STcATgs] $Rb JOT T & THP! 3R T S, Al
SfFcel &9 98 IR} STHREYN Holde B THhd B

ff TgeA T AR ETART ST, g9 STSRI © {6 7 gewn & A, aT & 6 A
PRE! 4, o I1 a6l § AT BT g | 81 dTell JHIRIT B RO T 122 51HD] D1 9 T3
2 o a8 ¥ 98y ye v & Eg Rl & famy Wi sra™ ¥ 8k gdqrn, Sar & 9.9, dide
PRE H T 43 DT B T T8 21 IR Iardn 17 © 6 Gren Faenerd & Fteral g_t
frafia Frieor wxmn S g1 § 330 98eg @ S @Edl § 5 R S9! Ruid & i e
FHRY & AT PR Pl AT §8 67

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, in the information that | received from the Madhya Pradesh

Government reveals that from 2002 to 2006 twenty-seven people suffered due to silicosis disease



and, in 2008, forty-one people suffered. They have not furnished any information regarding deaths in
cement factories in Madhya Pradesh due to silicosis disease. This is the report of the Government of
Madhya Pradesh and, therefore, | have to rely on this only. If he has got any specific information

about any factory, | will definitely get that information and give to him. ...(/nz‘errupt/ons)...
2} YA I : AR, AT silicosis THRT & SFerTaT 1 JHAIRAT &6 IR H 91 Y87 2|
f} qﬁib‘l\_{h QA WX, 3#! FIQ YD, the number of slate pencil manufacturing units is 120

and the number of workers employed by them is 1,178. The number of deaths due to silicosis is 560.
This figure is for nearly 20-25 years, that is, from 1985 to 2009. The number of workers suffering from
silicosis is 177. As far as the number of deaths in cement factories or due to cement dust is

concerned, it is not provided. These figures are only in respect of pencil manufacturing units.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir. | want to draw the attention of the
hon. Minister to the fact that it is a serious issue that the cement manufacturing industries are
affected by this disease. It is not an India-specific issue; it is an international issue that silicosis is a
very serious disease which is affecting the people working not only in cement factories but also in
asbestos-related industries. In the report of the ILO, they have included India also and stated that
India is one of the severely affected countries. | think, the manner in which this question has been
addressed by the Labour Ministry is not right. | think, there should have been a little bit more
investigation and if time was required to collect the information, they could have replied to it

subsequently.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Question, please.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: | am coming to the question. We are told that regular inspection is
being done by the Directorate of Industrial Health and Safety of Madhya Pradesh under the Factories
Act, 1948. It was a blanket certificate to an inspecting authority. In this House, | raised an issue last
week that in Madhya Pradesh itself, in two adjoining explosive factories 18 people died because of an
accident and there was no regular safety inspection. The Directorate of Industrial Health and Safety in
Madhya Pradesh is particular about inspection of the cement factories, but the explosive factories

situated side by side have not been inspected and an accident has taken place.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please ask the supplementary question.
SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN:: Sir, | would request the hon. Minister to re-verify the information.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please ask the question. What is the question?

MR. TAPAN KUMAR SEN: This is the question. | would like to know whether he is going to re-

verify the information.

MR. CHAIRMAN: All right. Okay. ...(Interruptions)... No, please.



SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: | know he is helpless. He has to rely on the report. Please re-verify.
Let me complete, Sir. You re-verify the information and judge it on the basis of the general report on
silicosis and pneumoconiosis among the workers and reinform the House. This is a very serious

issue.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, as far as the cement industries and asbestos-sheet

industries are concerned, the information | have got is this. This is an expert report. According to this

report, 10 YT A ST free silica QT?? ST aTeft %;[?T &) hazardous ET('ﬁ %\;, 19 silicosis ﬁ ﬂ?h_cﬁ%\',
mainly fly-ash, sand, slate and granite ¥ ?-F'ﬁ A8 EX TR P B B G911 21 W iR fly-ash
# free silica 10 TRET | B BT B, THIAY ST silicosis B BT AW I B BRI 81 As far as
cement is concerned, the silica is less than 10 per cent. So it is not possible to attribute this disease
to cement. So far as hon. Member's request that it should be verified once again, definitely, | will ask

the Madhya Pradesh Government to send a fresh report.

SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Sir, silicosis is an occupational disease. | want to know from
the hon. Minister as to how many occupational diseases have been identified in the country and how
many occupational disease diagnostic centres are there in the country, particularly in Madhya

Pradesh to diagnose these occupational diseases.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, this question does not relate to the main question. If he asks

a specific question, | will answer that.
SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Sir, it is an occupational disease.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please ask supplementary in relation to this question, not a generalised

question.

SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Sir, this is what | am asking. Since silicosis is an occupational
disease, | would like to know from the hon. Minister whether Madhya Pradesh has any diagnostic

centre to identify occupational diseases in Madhya Pradesh.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, the Madhya Pradesh Government has taken certain steps.
They are taking a number of steps since long. Whether they have established a diagnostic centre for

identifying this disease, | will get the report and send it to the hon. Member.
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SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, there are a number of initiatives the Government of India and
also the respective States have taken. If you permit me, | can read out these two pages about the

steps which the State Government and the Government of India have taken.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Could you make it available to the hon. Member?

SHRI MALLTKARJUN KHARGE : Yes, Sir.



