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Weanesaay, the 22 July, 2003/ 31 Asadha, 1937 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMANM in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

#261. [ Tre questioner (Cr. K. Malaisaryy wes abeert. Forarewer vizepage 21nfa. |
e Y391 3 Wi FREMI & SRR A0S B =
#2623 T vl T 319 SR TR #3198 T4 B B AR 1o

() Hel US¥ b WS PRE] A BH DR dlel feparm =P elleRiNT oIl WHe #lege o
EF el ST S T gU E;

(W) S W a1 5 58 71 9] UNBR GR1 S0 a9 U AR &1 ae el 91 S+b
B & Y HeH S9TY < 98 B

(M TR, T AR ;e

() TR T, T IRER R S5 o F1-391 S9G HEH Sl ol T2 27

&1 31 TR #50 (3R ARl @RI: () ¥ () Ueh [0 v Y 0 v fan gl
fem=m

(@) A () FU vR e H T B 1556 9% w1 Y W 21 v gy § e s
J e F ga & HRY EfEE & el ame # e = g 2

() B HRARRH, 1948 B AT T YR T 6 AR WRey SN gRE MR eey &

oS

PR ETRT e BT e o7 92 £l

Number of labourers working in cement factories in M.P.

+#262. SHRI RAGHUNANDAN SHARMA: Wil the Minister of LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT be
pleased o state:

(a) the number of labourers warking in cement factories in Madhya Pradesh who suffered from
silicosis and cther digeases caused by dust particles of cement;

(b) out of them, the number of those who died and whether steps are being taken by
Government for taking care and upliftment of the survived ones;

(c) if=o, the details thereof; and
(d) if not, appropriate steps being taken by Government far them?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT (SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE): (a) to (d) A
staterment is laid on the Table of the Houge.

Staternant

(a) to () 18456 workers are working in cement factories in Madhya Pradesh. No case of
silicosis caused by dust particles of cement has been reparted from cement factories in Madhya
Pradesh.

T Original notice of the guestion was received in Hindi.



(d) Regular inspections are being carried out by ingpectors in the Directorate of Industrial
Health and Safety of Madhya Pradesh under the Factories Act, 1948.
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SHREI MALLIKARJUMN KHARGE! Sir, in the infarmation that | received from the Madhya Pradesh

Government reveals that from 2002 fo 2006 twenty-seven people suffered due fo silicosis disease



and, in 2008, forty-one people suffered. They have not furnished any information regarding deaths in
cement factories in Madhya Pradesh due to silicosis diseage. This is the repart of the Government of
Madhya Pradesh and, therefore, | have to rely on this only. If he has got any specific information

about any factory, | will definitely get that information and give to him. ... Jnterryotions ). ..
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and the number of workers employed by them is 1,778. The number of deaths due to silicasis is 560.
This figure is for nearly 20-25 years, that is, from 1985 to 2009, The number of workers suffering from
silicosis s 177. As far as the number of deaths in cement factories or due to cement dust is

concerned, it is not provided. These figures are only in respect of pendll manufacturing units.

SHRI TARPAN KUMAR SEN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir. | want to draw the attention of the
hon. Minister to the fact that it is a serious issue that the cement manufacturing industries are
affected by this disease. It Is not an India-gpecific issue; it is an international issue that silicosis is a
very serious digeaze which is affecting the peaple working nat only in cement factories but also in
gshestos-related indugtries. In the repart of the ILO, they have included India also and stated that
Indlig is one of the severely affected countries. | think, the manner in which thig guestion has been
addressed by the Labour Ministry is not right. | think, there should have been a little kit mare
investigation and if time was reqguired to collect the information, they could have replied to it

subsequently.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Question, please.

SHREI TAPAN KUMAR SEM: | am coming to the guestion. We are tald that regular ingpection is
being done by the Directorate of Indugtrial Health and Safety of Madhya Pradesh under the Factaries
Act, 1948. It was a blanket certificate to an ingpecting authaority. In this House, | raised an issue last
week that in Madhya Pradesh itgelf, in two adjoining explosive factaries 18 people died becaluse of an
accident and there was no regular safety ingpection. The Directorate of Industrial Health and Safety in
Madhya Pradesh is particular gbout inspection of the cement factories, but the explosive factaries

situated side by side have not been ingpected and an accident has taken place.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please ask the supplementary guestion.
SHREI TAPAN KUMAR SEM: Sir, | would request the hon. Minister to re-verify the information.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please ask the guestion. What is the question?

MR. TAPAN KUMAR SEN: This is the question. | would like to know whether he is going to re-

verify the infarmation.

MR. CHAIRMAN: All right. Okay. ... Interruptions ). No, please.



SHREI TAPAN KUMAR SEN! | know he ig helpless. He has to rely on the repart. Please re-verify.
Let me complete, Sir. You re-verity the information and judge it on the basis of the general report on
silicosis and pneumoconiosis among the workers and reinfarm the House. This is a very serious

issue.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, as far as the cement industries and asbestos-sheet

industries are concerned, the information | have got is this. This iz an expert report. According to this
report, 10 RS ¥ SIS free silica mﬁﬁﬁ a'l?ﬁqﬁ Bl hazardous @Fﬁé, 99 silicosia ﬁW‘T%\',
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cement is concerned, the silica s legs than 10 per cent. So it is not possible to attribute this disease
to cement. So far as hon. Member's request that it should be verified once again, definitely, | will ask

the Madhya Pradesh Government to send a fresh repart.

SHREI BAMA CHAMNDBA KHUNTIA! Sir, silicosis ig an occupational disease. | want to know from
the han. Minister as to how many cccupational diseages have been identified in the country and how
mary cccupational diseaze diagnostic centres are there in the country, particularly in Madhya

Pradesh to dagnaze these occupational diseases.

SHREI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, this guestion does nat relate to the main qguestion. If he asks

a gpecific guestion, | will answer that.
SHRIRAMA CHAMNDRA KHUNTIA! Sir, it is an occupational disease.

MR. CHAIBMAN: Pleage ask supplementary in relation to this question, not a generalised

guestion.

SHRI BAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Sir, this is what | am asking. Since silicosis is an accupational
diseaze, | would like to know from the hon. Minister whether Madhya Pradesh has any diagnostic

centre to identify occupational diseazes in Madhya Pradesh.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, the Madhya Pradesh Government has taken certain steps.
They are taking a number of eteps since lang. Whether they have established a diagnostic centre for

identifying this disease, | will get the report and send it to the hon. Member.
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SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, there are a number of initiatives the Government of India and
also the respective States have taken. If you permit me, | can read out these twao pages about the

steps which the State Government and the Government aof India have taken.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Could you make it available to the hon. Member ?

SHREI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE : Yes, Sir.



