Consftruction of double track railway line

3705, SHRI KUMAR DEEPAK DAS: Wil the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) the present status of the construction of double track line between Maldah and New

Bongaigaon through New Jalpaiguri;

(b) whether it is a fact that the double track line between Mugalsarai and New Jalpaiguri is

vet to be completed;
(c) whatis the reason for the delay of the work; and

(d) what is the time set for completion of double track line between Guwahati and New

Bongaigaon?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI E. AHAMMED ): (a)
There is double line from Malda to New Jalpaiguri except very short stretch of 0.40 km. on
Mahananda bridge between Malda-Old Malda. Doubling of track on Mahananda bridge is

sanctioned and targeted for completion by March, 2010.

Double line exists between Samuktala Road and New Bongaigaon. Between Samuktala
Road and New Jalpaiguri, there are two single lines on different alignment. With the present level

of traffic, doubling is not considered necessary between New Jalpaiguri and Samuktala.

(b) and (c) Between Mugalsarai-New Jalpaiguri, there are two routes, one via Malda and
other wvia Barauni-Katihar. Mostly the routes are double line except certain single line patches on
both these routes. The doubling of remaining single line sections between Barauni-Katihar have
been taken up and is likely to be completed by March, 2011, With this, double line will be
available on this entire route wa Barauni-Katihar except between Katihar-Barsoi where two

routes on different alignment are already available.

On the other route via Malda, there are single line patches between Kiul-Barharwa and
doubling of certain sections have been taken up. There is also a single line patch between
Malda-Old Malda, of which doubling is already in progress and targeted for completion during
2009-10.

(d) Between New Bongaigaon and Guwahati, there are two single lines on different
alignment via Jogighopa and via Rangia. The conventional doubling is not considered necessary

for the present from traffic considerations.
Gauge conversion of Bilimora-Waghai line
3796. SHRI KANJIBHAI PATEL : Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the status of survey of extension and gauge conversion of Bilimora-Waghai line of

Western Railway up to Dhond; and

158



