Gauge conversion of Bhildi- Samdari and construction of new line between Patan- Bhildi as
a part of Bhildi- Viramgam gauge conversion project have been taken up and are in different

stages of progress.

Besides that, following train facilities have been announced in Railway Budget 2000-10

serving Ahmedabad i—

New Trains:

sl From To Type Frequency

No.

1 Gandhidham Howrah Superfast Weekly

2 Yeraval Mumbai Link Service Daily

3 Mumbai Ahmedabad AC non stop Tri-weekly

4 Hapa Tirunelveli Express Bi-weekly

5. Mumbai Jodhpur Express Weekly

6 hMumbai Bikaner Superfast Bi-weekly

Extension:

Sl Train No. From To Type Upto

MNo.

1. 0269/9270 Porbandar Bapudham Express Muzaffarpur
Motihari

Increase in Frequency:

Sl. Train No. From To Type From To

No.

1 2057/2058 Ahmedabad MNew Delhi Rajdhani Express o 7

2 2005/2006 Porbandar Howrah Express 2 3

Representations for train services

2397. SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Govemment is aware that various organizations/associations/unions have
since long representing to increase number of coaches in the trains/frequency of trains/
introduction of new trains and the Government of Gujarat has been forwarding the same from

time to time to the concerned divisional manager of Railways for the needful; and

181



(b) if so, the action taken by railway authorities towards this cause and the present

status thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI E. AHAMMED): (a)
and (b) Yes, Sir. Requests/proposals received from various sources are examined and suitable
action as found justified and feasible is taken keeping in view the operational constraints,

commercial viahility and availability of resources.

In 2008-09, approximately forty four coaches have been added in the regular trains,
frequency of four pairs of trains have been increased and seventeen pairs of new trains have
been introduced serving the State of Gujarat. In the Railway Budget 2009-10, eight new trains,

increase in frequency of two trains and extension of three trains have been proposed.
Departure time of Kerala bound trains
2308, SHRI P. RAJEEVE : Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that all Kerala bound trains from Delhi are departing during

morning/day time only;
(b) ifso, the reasons therefor;

(c) whether the proposed new non-stop train would be scheduled for a departure in the

evening; and
(d) ifnot, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI E. AHAMMED): (a)

and (b) Yes, Sir. The departure timings are based on operational and terminals constraints.,

(c) and (d) Scheduling of trains is done taking into account various factors including

terminal and operational constraints, path availability, traffic demands, etc.
Railway projects in North Eastern States
2300, SHRI KUMAR DEEPAK DAS: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the amount spent on various railway projects in the State of Assam
and other Morth-Eastern States in comparison to other States of the country for the last five

vears;

(b) the number of projects in the State of Assam and other NE States which have been

completed or under construction in the last five years; and

(c) the target set for completion of existing under construction and sanctioned projects

alongwith the details thereol?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI E. AHAMMED ): (a)

The State-wise details of amount spent are not maintained.
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