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India out of IPI project

953. PROF. ALKA BALRAM KSHATRIYA:
SHRI N.K. SINGH:
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Iranian Government has recently signed an agreement with the Pakistan

Government on transfer of gas from Iran to Pakistan;
(b) if so, whether the Iranian Government has kept India out of the IPI project; and
(c) if so, the reaction of Government on such Iran-Pakistan gas deal ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS (SHRI JITIN
PRASADA): (a) According to official statements and media accounts, the Inter-Governmental
Framework Declaration (IGFD) to support the IPI Gas Pipeline Project has been signed between Iran
and Pakistan. Further, Gas Sale and Purchase Agreement (GSPA). between Iran and Pakistan has
been concluded.

(b) and (c) While the specifics of either IGFD or GSPA have not been made public, both India
and Iran are keen to pursue Iran-Pakistan-India (IPI) Gas Pipeline Project. Various important issues
concerning the Project are under discussion amongst the participating countries.

Interlinking of Gas Pipelines

954. SHRIMATI SHOBHANA BHARTIA:
SHRI VIJAY JAWAHARLAL DARDA:
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposes to take up all main gas pipeline projects in the country;

(b) if so, whether the existing pipeline infrastructure is insufficient to handle the country's
growing natural gas production; and

(c) if so, the plans formulated by Government in this regard and by when all the major gas
pipelines are likely to be connected?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS (SHRI JITIN
PRASADA): (a) to (c) There is an existing natural gas transportation network in the country. The
network has trunk pipelines of more than 9,000 km. The pipelines are owned and operated by Central
& State Public Sector Undertakings, as also Private Companies. The pipeline network has to be
further augmented to connect new sources of indigenous gas & Regasified Liquified Natural Gas
(RLNG) to customers in new areas/states. As laying of natural gas trunk pipelines allows growth of
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