Shrinking of green cover in Assam

3228. SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Ministry has made any assessment or study on rapid shrinking of green
cover in Assam due to population increase, town expansion, industrialization and ongoing
infrastructure developmental projects;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the steps taken to protect the green cover of the region;
and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS
(SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH): (a) to (c) No comprehensive assessment or study has been done
on rapid shrinking of green covers in Assam due to population increase, town expansion,
industrialization and ongoing infrastructure development projects. However, Forest Survey of
India (FSI), under Ministry of Environment and Forests, makes biennial forest cover assessment
using remote sensing technology and publishes the forest cover maps and statistics in the State
of Forest Report (SFR). As per the last SFR 2005, the forest cover has shown a net decrease of
90 km? as compared with the previous assessment period, published in SFR 2003. This
decrease has been attributed in SFR 2005 to “illicit felling in insurgency affected areas and due to
shifting cultivation”.

For protection of green cover, financial assistance is being provided to State/UT
Governments for forest fire control and management, strengthening of infrastructure,
preparation of working plans and other protection related measures under the Centrally
Sponsored Integrated Forest Protection Scheme (now renamed as Intensification of Forest
Management Scheme). The details of financial assistance provided by the Union Government to
the Assam State during 2007-08 and 2008-09 are as under:

i) 2007-08 Rs. 496.00 lakhs

®

(i) 2008-09 Rs. 400.00 lakhs
Project lion

3229. SHRI KANJIBHAI PATEL: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Gujarat Government has recently submitted a project lion to Government
for protecting lions in its only home, /.e. Gir forests in the State;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) the time-frame for approval and implementation of the project?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS
(SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH): (a) to (c) Government of Gujarat, in July 2009, has submitted a
project titled— “A Plan for Consolidated Long Term Conservation of Asiatic Lion (Panthera leo
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