(a) the total amount disbursed by Government as on 31 October, 2009 to provide insurance
coverage and financial support to farmers whose crops have been affected by insufficient monsoon in
the year 2009;

(b) the number of farmers covered under the National Agriculture Insurance Scheme, so far;
and

(C) the measure proposed by Government to rehabilitate those farmers who have been hit
by the drought?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a)
to (c) As per provisions of National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS), admissible claims for
Kharif 2009 will be known after receipt of vield data from the respective State Governments for which
the cut off date is 31st January/31st March, 2010 depending upon the crop. Similarly, admissible
claims under Pilot YWeather Based Crop Insurance Scheme (WBCIS) are known after
October/November. However, as on date claims amounting to Rs.39.23 crore for Kharif 2009 season

have been settled by the implementing insurance companies under Pilot WBCIS.

13.47 crore farmers have been covered under NALS since inception /. e. Rabi 1999-2000 to Rabi
2008-09 season:

The Central Government has taken several steps in assisting the States in tackling the situation
arising out of drought in several parts of the country which, nter-afa, include release of Central
Government share of the Calamity Relief Fund (GRF) of Bs. 1990.3275 crore and approval of
Rs.4073.785 crores out of National Calamity Contingency Fund which is meant for providing input
subsidy to the farmers, provision for drinking water and fodder etc.; assistance to save the standing
Khant crops through provision of additional power from the GCentral pool and providing subsidy on
diesel; assistance from Central Sector Schemes for better input distribution for kharif as well as rabi
cultivation ; providing technical know how through the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)
and the National Rainfed Area Authority (NRAA); allocation under the National Bural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (NREGS) for livelihood support; allocation of additional foodgrains and periodic
monitoring and review at all levels of the Central and State Government on mitigation measures. The
Government has also constituted an Empowered Group of Ministers (EGOM), which has been
mandated to take decisions on policy issues and schemes required for effective management of

drought/deficit rainfall and related issues.
Use of chemicals and fertilizers in agriculture

2491. DR. K. MALAISAMY : Will the Minister of CHEMICAL AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to
state:
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(a) whether itis a fact that frequent use of chemicals and fertilizers in agricultural operations
will spoil the soil fertility and quality on the one side and cause some adverse effect in the produce on

the other;

(b) if so, whether there has been a study to prevent this spoilage and the preventive

measures taken, if any; and
(c) thedemand and supply position of chemicals and fertilizers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI
SHRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) Balanced and judicious use of chemicals and fertilizers such as
nitrogenous, phosphatic and potassic fertilizers and registered pesticides, primarily used in
agriculture in the country is not known to cause damage to soil health, fertility and crop produce.
However, imhalanced and injudicious use of chemical fertilizers has been observed to have affected
soil health and productivity in some parts of the country.

Details of preventive measures being taken by the Government for maintenance and
improvement  of soill  health for enhancement of crop production are as

follows:

(i)  Encouragement to use organic manure and bio-fertilizers under schemes such as the
"National Project on Organic Farming' and the 'National Project for Management of Soil Health and
Fertility ;

(i) Encouragement to soil test based use of fertilizers under the National Project on
Management of Soil Health & Fertility; and

(i) Training of farmers by organizing Farmers' Field Schools under Integrated Pest

Management Programme.

(c) Ureais the only fertilizer which is under partial movement and distribution control of the
Government. All other fertilizers viz. DAP, MOP, SSP and NPK etc. are decontrolled/ de-canalized
since 1992. The availability of Phosphatic and Potassic fertilizers is decided by the market forces of
demand and supply. Union Government monitors availability of fertilizers at State level. State
Governments are responsible for distribution of fertilizers within the State.

The State-wise cumulative requirement (demand), availability and sales of Urea, DAP, MOP
and Complex fertilizers during 2009-10 (April'09 to November'09) is given in Statement (See below).
As can be seen, the availability of Urea, DAP and MOP has been adequate. There has been a little
tightness in availability of complex (NPK) fertilizers because of low level of indigenous production
and also as these can not be imported.
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