(c) if so, whether Government is considering to encourage the foreign investment in
defence sector; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (SHRI M.M. PALLAM RAJU):
(a) Yes, Sir. FDIin its wake would enhance the technical and management efficiency of Indian
companies.

(b) to (d) FDI in Defence Industry Sector is permissible, upto 26% of equity, subject to
approval of Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB), Ministry of Finance. As per our records
there is no instance of foreign companies withdrawing their support on account of lack of
incentives.

Delay in implementation of Coastal Security Schemes

619, SHRIN.K. SINGH:
SHRIRAJKUMAR DHOOT:

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware that the country’s coastline still far from being secure
even avyear after terrorists struck Mumbai from the sea;

(b) if so, whether the various schemes announced by Government to beef up coastal
security have not even been commenced;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the steps taken by Government to implement the schemes announced for coastal
security in a time bound manner?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI A.K. ANTONY): (a) to (d)) Government has accorded
top priority to coastal security and for this purpose an integrated approach has been put in place
to counter such incidents in future. The intelligence — sharing mechanism has been streamlined
through the creation of Joint Operation Centres and multi agency coordination mechanism. The
coastal surveillance and patroling has been enhanced. Joint and operational exercises are
taking place on regular basis hetween Nawy, Coast Guard, Coastal Police and Customs in order
to check the effectiveness of the new systems. Further strengthening of ships, air assets,
manpower and other equipment like radars is an on-going process keeping in view the threat
perception.

Rise in stress level of soldiers due to continuous deployment
620. SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN: Wil the Minister of DEFEMCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that continuous deployment has resulted in a sharp rise in the
stress level of soldiers, as evident from a large number of stress-related diseases like
hypertension, hear ailments and psychiatric problems;

(b) if s0, the details thereof in the Army, Air Force and Mavy divisions; and
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