2G Licence

t761. SHRI SATYAVRAT CHATURVED!I:
SHRI MOTILAL VORA:

Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to
state:

(a)  whether it is a fact that the Telecom Regulator TRAI has advised Government not to
issue any new 2G licence till it gives its recommendations with regard to spectrum allocation and
cost;

(b)  the response of Government on the advice of TRAI;

(c)  the number of companies who have applied for 2G licence till date and how many of
them have been issued licence; and

(d)  the possibility of impact of delay in issuing licence on the mobile trade?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI GURUDAS KAMAT): (a) and (b) On 4th August 2009, Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has informed Department of Telecommunications (DoT)
that since it is undertaking comprehensive exercise on overall spectrum management and review
of licence terms and conditions, the DoT may keep in abeyance the grant of any new access
service license till finalization of these recommendations and decisions thereupon by
Government. Government has not issued any new access service license thereafter.

(c) 53 companies had applied for grant of new Unified Access Service (UAS)
Licence(s) from 11.11.2003 (i.e. introduction of UAS licensing regime) till date the 24 companies
had been issued UAS licence(s) in various service areas of the country.

(d) There are 12 to 14 telecom access service licensees in each service area and
sufficient competition is already in place. Therefore, no immediate adverse impact is envisaged.
Cable and tower maintenance

762. SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd. is planning to outsource cable
and tower maintenance operations in the country;

(b) ifso, the details thereof; and
(c)  theimpact of this on BSNL?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI GURUDAS KAMAT): (a) Sir, Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited has no plan
to outsource cable maintenance operations. However, it has planned to outsource tower
maintenance operations in the country.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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