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DISCUSSION ON THE WORKING
OF THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL-
TURE

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAQO
JADHAYV (Maharashtra): Mr. Vice-
Chairman Sir, I am very much
thankful to you for giving me an op-
portunity {5 speak op the Agriculture
M:mistry. Sir, I have ay, inhereny in-
terest in a griculture... (Interrup-

tion) ... because not only I am an -

M.Sc. in agriculture but for genera-
tions our people have been engaged
in agriculture, including myself, And
I know what is the condition of agri-
culturists of this country.

Sir, I would like to start from the
famous sentence of our Father of
the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi —

—fF R qa W‘#fm @A
@Y ¥ gt wer fR F Q9§
meaw ¥ Y, o § e, ma-cm%r
s Ft g faer g

because Mahatma Gandhi has realis-
¢d in the very beginning the impor-
tance of agriculture and agriculturists.

Sir, basically India is an agricul-
tural country. When we compare
India with other countries, our entire
economy is not only dependent but
ig related to the development of
agriculture. In the case of other co-
uniries, some countries are economi-
cal]ly dependent oy industry, some
countries on mines and some coun-
iries on tourism or something else.
But, India, for generations together
is having a very fertile land, We
have got the natura] boop in this
country. One of the scientists has
said that the country which has‘got
a bright sunl'ght, the country which
hag got good soil, the country which
has got a large ocean, that country
i definitely the most fortunate
country of the world and that is
India, -

Sir, I would like {o start my speech
by giving my hearty congratula_ttion‘s
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to our Prime Minister, Shri Rajiv
Gandhi who has said yesterday in
Kanpur that our planning process
ghould be changed and that planning
should be started from the block
level and the district level. And I
have been stressing in this House
that our planning process should be
changed. Ip thig connection I will
also give later the figureg. o? * how
much we are spending jn the rural
aregg and how much we are spend-
ing on agriculture. But now that
process has been strated, that thought
has been imparted, and our leaders
have realiseq that we must now twrn
towards agriculture first, No cviture
on the earth can exist without the
support of agriculture. If there is
no agriculture, there will be no cct-
ture. So, Sir, agriculture is the basic
need of not only a human being but
for India it is a priority. So, for
that point of view, though I appre-
ciate the working of the Agriculture
Ministry under the eminent leader-
ship of hon. Shri Bhajan Lal who
ig a very skillful politician who
wantg to lead agricultural Indiz to-
wards the 21st century...(Interrup-
tions) ... surely, he is an agricul-
turist, and I would like to say that
if you want 16 take a modern India,
a strong India irto the 2Ist cenmtury,
we have to give the first priori‘cy to
agriculture. So, Sir, from that peint
ot view, I woulq like to bring ip the
notice of the hon, Minister that there
wag the Tata Consultative Services
Committee which conducted one sur-
vey through ity experts, 5 survey by
the Bombay Chambers of Commerce.
They have selecteq Andhra, Gujarat
and Maharashtra, This report has
beey, submitted before the Members
of Parliament and the Agriculture
Ministry, The feeling of the urban
people is that agriculturists do not
make proper investments, Unfortu-
nately, nobody knows what hay hap-
pened to that report, what are its
recommendations and what action
the Government has faken on that
report, It was 5 fundamenta]l report
on agriculture and agriculturists. I
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would like to ask the hon. Minister
8t least to go through that report and
implement some of the recommenda-
tions of that report though I may
agree or disagree with the report.
And I am very much doubtful about
the Tatas because they are industry-
orienteq ang I don’t think they could
make 5 proper report. But, . of
course, 1 believe iy, the integrity of
the knowledge of these people.-And,
that iy why I request, through you,
Sir, the Minister that you please
give effect to some of the recommen-
dationg contained i the report, Sir,
when we look at agricultural deve-

lopmnet, the main stress of agricul-

tural development ig oy food produc-
tion. Today India has taken g quan-
tum jump ip respect of gooq pro-
- duction. I know that Mr, B, Sat-
yanarayan Reddy is laughing with-
out knowing anything, (Interrup-
tions).

SATYANARAYAN
Pradesh): As a

SHRI B.
REDDY (Andhra

matter of fact I want tha; agricul- .

ture should be more developed in
the country. I am happy...

SHRI VITHALREAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAYV. If he ig happy, 1 am more
happy and I take back my words.
Even then, Mr  Reddy, I will give
you some good material. Because
though we have taken a quantum
jump in- agriculture but in the world
wheat production - where are we?
That is my question, Unlesg we get
the maximum yield per acre or per
hectare in respect of the different
crops that are grown in our country,
we cannot compete with the deve-
loped countries of the world, be
they industrially developed or agri-
culturally developed. In respect of
wheat the per hectare yielg we
have got is 148 kgs. while as Den-
mark has 7095 kgs, Ireland hag 7291
kgs., The Netherland hag 6773 kgs.
This is their per hectare yield, And
our per hpctare  yield of wheat,
which 1s a very important crop that
we are producing, I think it is seven

or eight times more wheat than what
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we were producing at the time of
Independence. Even though the per
hectare yielq has gone up, it is not
much as compared to other countries
of the world. Take the example of
rice. India produceg 2025 kgs. of
rice per hectare. Japan and China
produce 6,000 kgs. per hectare. As
the time of our independence 70 per
cent of our population, depended on
agriculture. Today also the same
percentage is dependent on agricul-
ture. Now, let us have a_look at
farmers’ practices versus kmproved
technologies. When I talk of tech-
nrologies, let us have a look at the
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ICAR reports. What difference has
the improved technology brought
about? The yleld by fdarmers’ prac-

tices is 5 quintalg per hectare and by
improved techmndlogies it is 25 quin-
tals per hectare.. Take thy case of
wheat. It is 10 quintals per hectare
rain-fed and for irrigated it is 20
quintals anq improveq technology it
is 48 quintalg per hectare. You will
see that even after adopting the im-
proved technologies given to us by
our ICAR scientists it does mot match
the yield of the other countries of
the worlg which is more than, 7000
kgs. per hectare.

Sir, I think we must basically do
something with what technology we
are adopting. We must have a de-
tailed survey done by our scientists
anq see what techhologies ’chey are
offering us. If the techmnology given
to us by our scientists i such that
it is not comparable with the tech-
noliges of the other countries of the
world, which cannot produce betier
vield, or average yield which cap be
compared with the other countries of
the world, they, our technology must
be appropriately scrutinised and we
must see what technology should be
applied by us. That is also an im-
portant question. This does not
apply to wheat only. I am giving
wvou the example of wheat because I
have the figureg of wheat anq rice
only. The same thing applieg to
sorghum where it ig 5 quintals by
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I.armers’ practices and 25 quintals by
Improved technology. In respect of

maize it is 7 qu'ntalg and improved
' technology 37 quintals, In respect
of soyabeapn oridnarily 10 quintals

and improved technology it ig 25
quintals. The same thing appliey to
moong, urad and other crops. If by
pdopting the improved technoiogies
given to us by our scientist; we can
geq, _.:18 quintals against 20 quintals
ordinarily, you can appreciate that
if we adopt the improveq technolo-
gieg of the othér countries instead
of 43 million tonnes of wheat, we
can very easily produce hundred
million tonneg of wheat. I am giving
your data. I am mot giving anything
of my own,

i

Sir, in watershed managemen; and
crop ‘yield in Phulbani, Orissa, they
have conducteq one survey. Tech-
relogy today is very important for
us; no country cap progress without
improved technology. I3 hag added
1o our yield. But still it has got
much bigger role to play. It has
helped in developing our irrigation
system to cover area three times
more than what it wag in 1950-51.
We have today 67 million hectare
under irrigation. ' Fertilizer produc-
tion was only 60 thousand tonnes and
tocday it is more thap 8 lakh tonnes,

* Our consumption of fertilizer has in-~
creased. But much more is still to
be done.

Coming te transfer of technology,
ICAR and our other agricultural uni-
versities are doing a lot. They have
vurious project on hand like transfer
of technology project, mnational de-
monstration, projects, agricultural re-
gearch projects all with the aim of
getting the highegt yield in all crnps
and in different regions. I appre-
ciate this effor{ and I congratulate
our scientiests. They have shown
that they can delivery the goods, 1
wag agricultural g-ientist before 1970,
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and I can very well appreciate what-
ever is being done our gcientists
tcday. But unfortunately, whatever
technology is being developed, it
has not reached our farmg and our
farmers, Whatever technology is de-
velopeq i our laboratorieg musy be
taken advantage of by our farmers;
it must go to the farmers; other-
wise this has no meaning and this
has no value. From that point of
view, I would reques; the hon. Minis.
ter, through you, that jt must bhe
scen that whatever technology i9
developed by the ICAR and by our
other agricultural universities, musf
be made available to the farmers.
We are proud of the working of the
Ministry of Agriculture. I 1850,
there was not a single agricultural
universify in the country. Today
there are about 28 agricultural uni-
versities, Only yesterday, our Prime

Minister inaugurated the horticultu-

ral university. It ig the secong of
its king in the world, It is very
much related to environmenf, to
which I will come later, If environ-
ment is not maintained, agriculture
canno¢ exist, because there-ig a eor-
relatio, between. these two. Agricul.
ture is very much dependent’ upon
nature and if we destroy nature, .if
we cut dowy, trees, where from will
we get water? We cannot get it
from outside. ¥+ hag to come to us
from our own forests, and it is g con-
tinuous process, ‘The principle of
mature is such that nothing ig des-
troyed; it remaing in some form oF
the other,

We have our very important crop®
like wheat, rice, groundnut, millet,
sesame, and our yield per hectare
today has gone” up due to introduc-
tion of modern technology. In case
of rice, our highes; yield today is 92
quintaly per hectare in Goa; in cose
of wheat, in Ajmer Rajasthan, the
highest yield is 60 quintalg per hec-
tare: in groundnut, the yield is 40
duintals per hectare; in case of mil-
lets, the yield is 39 quintals per hec-
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tare in Ajmer, Rajasthan; in case of
Sesame, the highest yield ig 7. qum.
tals per hectare, In mustard in Aj-
mer; Rajasthan, the yield is 25 quin-
tals, Then about changes i, the
household income of the farmerg as
per operational research project in
Thane, Raigarh district of Mahara-
shtra, the income of 5 farmer in
1978-79 was Rs. 3667 and today by
introduction of this modern techno-
logy, the jncome of the farmer has
gone up to Rs 10,283. I congratulate
our scientist; and the Ministry of
Agriculture anq the administra‘ors
who hdve takey a lot of interest. But
all thig is not enough. It is not a
question of improving the lot.of one

farmer or farmers of a' particular re- -

gion; it is the question of the farmer
community as a whole in the entire
countty. We have tp see that what-
ever technology ig developed in our
laboratories, it must g4 to the fields
and the farmers must be taught
about it, We have sufficient man-
power, We have sufficient technolo-
gical manpower. If we use them
properly, if we manage them pro-
perly, I do not think there should
be any- difficulty in bringing about
improved technologies in agriculture,

Sir, our Government has done
many things for the farmers in the
last two or three years. Specially,
this year’s Budget is a farmers’ Bud-
get.. Tt ig an agriculfural Budget.
Govemment alsg introduced the Crop
Insurance ScHeme some two or three

years ago. Thig scheme is working
well, Of course, there are some
complaints. In s scheme of such a

nature, there are boung to be com-
plaints, Ip this conmection, I would
like to request the hon. Minister,
through you, that the scheme should
be largely implemented in the dry
zones, in the dryfarming areas he~
cause it ig the people in such areas
who need it more. Drought-prone
and famine-prone areas have been

identified in our country, We ghould
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lay special .stresgs on the implemen-
tation of this scheme in these aress,

I_V'ow, Sir, about remunerative
briceg to the farmers. I have raised
this point many timeg in the House.
In 1970-71, the price of- hybrid jowar
and hybriq sorghum grown in Ma-
harashira wag Rs. 70 per quintal.
Today, the price given by the Go-
vernment is Rs, 135-140 per quintal
and in the market, the price is Rs,
150-160 per quintal. Thig means, on
the one side, the price is more than
480-490 per cent. Oy the other side, -
the price which we are giving to the
farmers ig just 200 per cent .. more,
Tt this is the difference between the
price rise and the price we are giving
tg the farmers, it means, there is
semething wrong somewhere, There
are some lacunae. I know, the hon.
Minister, who ig very dynamic, will
take some steps in this regard. The
essentia] thing which shoyld be done
is to declare agriculture ag an in-
dustry. While the industrialists are
free to increase the prices of their
products, the agriculfuristg are not.
Thiy one step of treating agriculture
as an industry will solve the problem
of poverty; not only that; it will
solve the problemg of the entire
nation because our main thrust is

on agriculfure,

Sir, in 1977-78 some groundnut
projects were taken up in my area.
Some ingentiveg were provideq to
the farmers. As a result the farmer
who was producing just three quin-
talg of groundnut per acre started
producing 20-22 quintals of ground-
nut per acre. This showg that if
the farmers are assured that they
will get adequate return for their
crop, they will work hard I wo_uld
like to tell you, in this connection,
that some of the big farmerg in.my
area were able to get a return of
Rs. 1 lakh to Rs. 1,50,000. Later on,
such incentives were not given an.d
the momentum has been lost. This
is relevant today as we have a short-
fall in oilseeds production from the
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poing of view of demand and supply.
Therefore, it is very essential that
we should do something.

Sir, I am proud to say that the
fertiliser consumption which was
69,000 tonneg in 1952 has gone up
to 9.1 lakh tonneg now. Credi; to
the agricultural sectoy which was Rs.
24 crores in 1952 ig Rs. 7,203 crores
foday, Area under irrigation has
increased from 23 million hectares
to 73 millioy hectares. Flow of co-
operative credit increasegy from Rs.
24 crores to Rs. 4,344 crores, Above
all, the foodgrains production which
wag 51 million tonnes i 1952 has
gone up to 151 million tonney in
1987. Here, Sir I would like {0 ask

a specific question, What ig the
amount of total deposits ipn the
banks? I was going through the re-

pory of the Reserve Bank of India.
The amount of total deposity at the
end of July, 1987, wag Rs. 1,07,000
crares, Qut of this, how much has
been given to the farmers; how much
finance has been given to the far-
mers? Only Rs, 7,203 crores. This
is a meagre 7 per ceni though the
farmers of this_countx;v have con-
tributed a lot to the country, have
saved the nation ang have given a
tremendous Boost to agricultural
production, Farmers who constitute
70 per cent of the population have
been given just 7 per cent of the
tolal finance available for credit. If
‘a farmer or an agriculturist goeg to
the bBank, the bank people ate al-
ready having a projudiced aftitude
towards him. Unlesg the standard ot
the status of an agriculturist is
waised by adopting’ varioug rmethods
and systems of economic develop-
ment, the banker or other financial
institutions will not pay proper at-
tention to his requirements,

Sir, I am very happy to say that
our target this year, that js = 1988-89,
is 166 million tonnes and nothing is
impossible. The hon, Minister after

" -in agriculture,
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taking over the charge of agricul-
ture declared that in one year he
could give 10 lakh tubewells to the
farmers. If that so, additional 10
lakh  hectareg of land will come
under irrigation and definitely addi.
tional 16 millioy tonneg of foodgrains
will be there, The hon. Minister is
very practical ip his working, 1
really congratulate him through this
House, and I wish that such 5 prac-
tical attitude is adopted towards
farmers, )

I would like to put several ques-
tions to hon. Bhajay Lalji; The
first ig that you must be more dyna-
niic. You must take all the farmers
of the nation and give them a lead
I wil] tell you, we
are having 62 million hectares of land
under foodgrains cultivatioy, but we
are producing just 151 millio, ton-
nes, or 166 million tonnes of food.
graing in 1988-89. On the contrary,
China is having 32 million hectares
of land under food cultivation but
they are producing 400 million

" tonneg of foodgrains, Their. average
. yield is much more higher.

I do not
say that we should have a quantum
jump to the level of the USA or
cther developeq countries, we should
atleast have 400 million tonneg of
varioys crops per year. How can it
te done? I know the. management
of agriculture is very difficult, As
one cannot predict what ig going to
happen in the nature, in the same
way in agriculture alsp you cannot
predict what is going to Thappen.
However, there cap be improvement
in agriculture by the transfer of
technology. What transfer of tech-
nology should be there, that is very
important to be’ understood. There
are various aspects, the transfer of
technology, lab to land movement,
nutrition management, wheat con.
trol, water manpgement, plant pro-
tection, ‘agriculture implements and
equipment, Post harvest technology,
horticulture ang live stock manage-
ment,

i

P
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Sir, When Panditji ‘was the Prime
Minister, he had determined that
%l the country became self-reliant
in its {ood requirementg it would
~ not get its honour or self-respect.
This is what Panditji- stated, Our
entire population should be.fed by
our own farm produce ang today 1
agree that our entire population 'is
being fed by our own agricultural
produce. But ‘that is not enough.
Wheyy, we are thinking of entering
into the 21st century, our food pro.
duction- should be " much ‘higher.
Today our populafion is 78 croreg and
by 2000 AD, it will be 100 crores.
The population rate is growing very
fast and we have to prepare oursel-
ves for that., In 1951 our per capita
holding was .33 hectares, Today it
is .20 hectareg ang by 2000 AD it is
expected to be .15 hectares. India
_has 15 per cent of the world popula-
tion and 2.5 per cent of the entire
world agricultura] land,

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JAGESH DESAI). Five minutes
more, I am giving you half an
hour,

SHRI GHULAM RASOO1, MAT-
TO (Jammu and Kashmir): He is
giving statistical information, His
party has a lot of time.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
JAGESH DESAI).- No, mo, there are
11 speakers from hig party,

SHRI VITHALRAQ MADHAVRAO
JADHAV: Sir, 1 appreciate the con-
tribution of our scientists. At lhe
time of independence our per hec-s
tare production was 553 kgs. per
hectare, now it is 1175 kgs per hec-
tare. Although I agree -that it |s
not up to the world’s standard, the
fact is that we have taken a three-
time quantum jump in respect of the
vield which wag there .at the time
of pre-independent India. Sugar-
cane production at the time of inde-
pendence was 4.5 million tonnes.‘
Today it is 18 croreg tonnes, Cotton

[2 MAY 1988]

"lakh tonnes,

Working of Min, of 204
- Agriculture

was 30 lakh' bales; today it is more
thay 100 lakh bales Productioy, of
pulses wag 80 lakh tonnes; now it s
125 lakh tonnes. Oilseeds’ production
was 50 lakh tonnes; now it ig 123
Milk production was
175 lakh tonneg in 1951; today i¢ is
400 iakh tonneg of more. These gre

some of the figures,

The other important thing is that
in spite of severe drought, the food
production has come down by 7 per
cent only. Twenty-one ouy of thirty-
two meteorological divisiong have
been badly affected by drought and
the worst famine of the century,
Even then our food production has
not gone down {00 much — it is
aroun 144 million tfonnes or so.
That is because we had 5 strong in-
frastructure in agriculture under
the eminent leadership of our Prime
Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi, He laid
great stresg on the Technology Mis.
sions, the development of techno-
logy and introduction of technology.
That is why we could have a sound
basig in agriculture, .

Wheyp, we look towards the problem
of population, the entire world po-

pulation iz growing, I have get
some very interesting figureg about
population, but because the time

iz less, I would .only give three or
four figures. In 1758 AD. the world
jpopulation was 72 crores, In 1900
4t was 160 crores. In 1950 it was
951.16 crores. And in 1980 it is
470.85 ctores. That means, the po-
pulation growth in these three cen-
turieg has taken 5 gquantum jump
and has been six times more, Food
production should also match the
growing population. Sir, we had 2
planneq economy and in each Five
Year Plan right from the Third
Five Year Plan we have laid main
stress op agriculture. Our produc.
tion in 1956.57 and 1960-81 wag 72.4
million tonnes and 82.1 million tonnes
respectively, I must pay a {ribute
1o late Madam Gandhi. When Madam
Tndira Gandhi took charge ag the
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Prime Minister of India, our food
Eroduction at that time was 80 mil-
lion tonnes. At the time of her
death in the year 1984, our food
productien was 152 millio, tonnes.
That was because ghe had take keen
interest in agriculture, Ido notwant
to give all the figures, but due to
accurate planning in agriculture, our
food production went up in each and
every Plan ang today it hag come to
t152 milion tones. Madam Indira
Gandhi’s period was the era of Green
Revolution, In November, 1984,
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhj an-
nounced that India would provide to
drought-ravaged countries of Africa
1 lakh tonnes of wheat as ity con-
tribution to the alleviation of human
suffering, This represents one of the
largest gifts of grain by nations con-
cerned with the ‘African famine, It
hag evoked both universal praise and
admiration — praise for such a ge-
neroug gesture by a developing coun-
try struggling with its own problems
of poverty and under-nutrition, and
admiration for India's ability to build
a grain reserve of over 22 million
tonneg of foodgrains when not long
ago India could itsely avert famine
only because of both concessional
. food aid and commercia]l purchases.
"How dig thig transformation take
place in a country which was depict-
ed in the mid-sixties ag one which
could survive only with a begging
bowl ang which is now regardeg as
one of the major bread baskels of
the world? Ag I have already stated
during the tenure of Mrs. Gandhi as
Prime Minister of India, food pro-
duction rose from 80 million tonnes
to 152 million tonneés. The Science
ang Technology Package Programme
had also been starteq by Madam
Gandhi, At the same time, the
Indiay Agricultural Ressarch Insti-
tue and the Indiap Council of Agri-
cultural Research, the two highest
bodies in agriculture, have put in
much labour and effory for the deve-
lopment of agriculture. My speech
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wil] be incomplete unless I mention
the names of Dr. Borlaug and Dr.,
Swaminathan, Dr. Borlaug
1.00 ».™M, hag given us the semi-
drawt variety of wheat’
which had created a great revo-
dution in wheat production. Un-
der the eminent leadership of Dr.
M. 8. Swaminathan, the former
Director-General of the International
Rice Research Institute, this new
technology  of semi-dwarf, high-
vielding  variety of wheat was
brought to India from the United
Stateg ang it had.created a great re-
velution, Sir, being an Agricultural
Scientist, I know that we are not
having high-ylelding straing ang so,
transfer of technology from improved -
countries is a must in this field, This
technology is already available in
the world and there ig nothing wrong
if we purchase or borow this techno-
logy from other countries because
then we meed not undergo the diffi-
culty of doing research ang deve-
loping the techpology because it al-
ready exists in other parts of the
world, From that point of view, I
recall Mrs, Gandhi mentioning,
during a conversation, sometime in
the 60's that the firsy and foremost
task before the mation was to build
a grain reserve of at least 10 million
tennes. She was determined to ac-
complish thig as early as possible.
Consequently, in 1971 it wag 12 mil-
lion tonnes and today we have got a
grain reserve of 22 million tonnes,

The other important thing is, when
wea look at odur Seventh Five-Year
Plan, how much are we spending on
Jagriculture? The total ~outlay of
the Seventh Plap is Rs. 1,80,000
crores. And what ig the provision
for agriculture? It is Rs. 10,523
crores which means it ig not even
five. per cent of the total outlay. I
understand that it is not so with agri-
culture alone, It is so with rural de-
velopmenlt, energy, fertilizers pnd .
other things. I have taken all the
figures togéther. For agriculture and
allied activitieg it ig Rs, 10,000 crores,
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for rural development iy is Rs. 8,903
crores, Special Area programmes it
is Rs. 2,803 crores, irrigatiop and
flood control is Rs. 16,978 crores,

€ucrgy — not only power generalion

— i Rs. 84,273 croes, The Energy
Minister has stated that 20 per cent
of the power ig given for agriculture,
but I have taken 3t ag 25 per cent
and with that, the ‘allocation on the
side of agriculture will come tg Rs.

8,568 crores, So, altogether for agri-

culture, rural development, rural
energy, rural industries, village and
small-scale industries JRDP, ERDP,
even railways, communications) tele-
phoneg — -everything togethey — to
the lot of rural areas gnly Rs. 63,358
crores fall out of Rs. 1,80,000 crores.
That means, in termg of percentage
it i only 35.21 which i turn means
for a population of 70 per cent re-
iding in 95 per cent of the geogra-
phical area you are spending only
about 35 per cent whereag for 30
per cent of the population residing
in five per cent of the geographical
area you are spending 65 per cent.
That is why I demandeq that the
planning process should be changed
and accordingly our Prime Minister
hag said that they are going to change
our planning process with more
stress being given to rural develop-
ment, )

Then there are other things like
livestock  production, horticulture,
home science, agricultural engineer-
ing and fisheries. We are having
sufficient technica] manpower, The
Krishi Vigyan Kendrag have trained
manpower to the extent of 1,42 668
people in this field. Now how to
make use of this manpower ig the
problem before us. I would like to
tell the honourable Minister that
Mao Tse-tung, when China became
free, took all the scientists and tech-
niciang for four or fiye- months to
the field and engaged them in the de-
velopment of the country, Now the

time hag come when, if India does

not follow the path of China op any

[2 MAY 19881

Working of Min, of 298
b Agriculture -

other improved country, our exis-
tence will be ill-fated. That is why
I request the honourable Minister
that our scientists, technicians, uni.
versity teachers, who are agitating
for higher salaries, must be allotied
some field duties and they mus; be
made to show theip efficiency for the
development of the farmers and then
and- then only they must be given
justice, Sir, lasily, I would like to
conclude my speech by quoting what
Madam. Gandhi has said. Madam
Gandhi * used to visit agriculturat
universities and agricultural re-
search institutes wherever she | got
time, She used to tell the farm
scientists to pay greater attention to
practica] training and updating of
knowledge of teachers, In one such
meeting she quoted from a poem of
Rabindra Nath Tagore. With this
quotation from the poem, I will con-
clude my speech. She quoted;

“A lamp cannot light another
lamp unlegg it itself is also lit. A
teacher cannot truly teach unless
he himself ig also learning.”

So, that procesg should be started
not from ‘the teacher byt from the
politicians, from the people gnd from
the farmers,

With these few words, I concludé
my spech. Thank you very much,
Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN  (SHRI
JAGESH DESAI): WMr, Vishwasrao
Patil,

SHRI VISHWASRAO RAMRAO
PATIL (Maharashtra). I will speak
in my mother tongue, Marathi,

[The. Vice-Chairman (Shri Satya
Prakash Malaviya) in the Chair]

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MAT’I?_O:
Sir, 1 take thig opportunity to felici-
tate you on occupving the Chair,
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“SHRI VISHWASRAO RAMRAO

PATIL: Mr, Vice Chairman, gir, the
problems of agriculture in India,

are closely connected with irrigation,

Unless and unti) we develop irriga-
tion potential fully, all the advanc-
eq technologieg are not going to give
any results. But we have not paid
sufficiens attention to the problems

‘of irrigation in all these 40 years

after Independence. The State Go-
vernments do not have necessary re-
sources to create irrigation poten-
tial, The Stateg have almosi ‘be-
come bankrupt, So, gz I have said,
in spite of having modern technology
ond plang to assist the farmers, we
will not be in a position to give them
a bettér deal, unless we develop our
irrigation potential Irrigation alone
can enhance our agricultura]l produc-
tions. -

*English translation of the original
speech delivereq in Marathi,
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Along with irrigation what iy re-
quired ig supply of agricultural credit
to farmers ay low rate of interest.
But unforunately the
terest have gone up over the years.
Farmerg tilling i the non-irrigated
land should be-.given loan upto 7 to
7% thousand rupeeg at 4 per cent
inlerest. In the absence of
facilities the poor farmers aro caught
in debt-trap. Unlesg we render them
this assistance their condition will
never improve,

Another important point ijs that
Government should pay remunera-
tive price for agricultural produets,
But it hag failed to fix remunera-
tive prices so far. And these geems
to be mno 150551b1111;y of fixing remu-

nerative prices for agricultural yleld"“

Buy since the Government ig follow-
ing the capitalistic policy there is
severe exploitation of working class

ang specially farmers. According to.

the doctrine of Marks, there is con-

tinuous exploitation . of workers.
Generation of more wealth leads to
much more exploitation, Industrial

workers being an organised class,
can unitedly fight against their ex-
poloitation. ,But the farmers who is
contributing maximum production is
most exploited. And the main rea-
gon for this plight of the farmer is
that remunerative priceg are not
paid to him. Therefore
itrigation facilities
agricultural credjt -at lower rates of
interest are the most important fac-
tors. At the same time he must get
remunerative prices for his produce.
But unfortunately Government  did
not pay any attentioy, towardg these
problemg in the last forty years. It

rates of in--

these |

-

providing
to farmerg and?r

has been mentioned in the report of .

the Ministry of Agriculture that I
quote “In a view to encourage them
to higher investment ang production
and to safeguard the interest of the

consumers by making supply avaﬂ- '
/"'(

able at reasonable prices”.

However all the gsafeguardg are .

given only to the consumers ang not
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to the farmers. Ag pointed out in
the report, I quote “Price Commis-
sion also keeps in view the effect ¢f
the price policy on the rest of ecy-
nemy. Particularly on the cost of
living, leve] of wages and industirial
cost structure”,

Iy only meang that for protecting
the cost structure of goods manufac-
tured in the industrial sector ne pro-
tection would be offered to agricul-,
tural sector at all. I want to con-
gratulate Hon, Member Shri Jadhav
who saig that prices of agricultural
products must be fixeq as industrial
goods. I would like to suggest fur.
their that. alongwith fixation of prices
of fagriquitural goods, the Govern-
ment must also provide irrigation
facilities and agricultural credit to
" farmers. But without paying any
attention to these pasic requirements
of farmers, we are only developing
modern technology which will not
give us desired results. But let us
urrddrstand that farmerg are also
not ignorant about their problems
as urbap elite or Agricultural scien-
tists think. The farmers are clever
enough to ‘adopt all the modern fech-
nology provided, if we give tfhem
agricultural crédit and irrigation
facility. The farmerg are well aware
of the methods of cultivation and
they know how to maximise their
production, But the only difficulty
iy that they lack financial resources
and do not get remunerative prices
for “their yield,

In this connection let me say that
the condition in rural areas is sure
to cause concern. The farmers are
leaving their homes and hearths,
selling their land and migrating to
cities, This itself showg that the
condition, of agriculture is very bad
in our counfry. The growing slums
in citieg is the direct resuly of migra-

tion of farmers to cities. This has,

led to uncontrolled growth of cities.
The growth of population in cities
is mainly due to the migrated Hli-
terate population from rural areas.

L% MAY 18y |
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trom  purey - aa flow of money
0 cities, The
wealth of the rural areas ig thus
It ig neces-
sary to reverse this trend.

Our Prime Minister is very keen
on changing our methog of planning.
It it i5 so then Iet ug have planning
In such a way that farmers will get
betteyr prices and will be wel} off.
And they will be yn a positio to set
up industries iy the villages with
their own resources, BU% in reality
this ig not a fact. The prices that
are paid to him are so low that he
haz no purchasing power and he can-
not pay wages to agricultura] labou-
rers. The labourers in villages do
not get good wageg because, the far-
mers also don't get any profit. That
is why the flow of money from vil-
lages to cities is continuing which
is causing exploitation of farmerg and
creating™ capital base in cities which

wst be diverted. to villages, With
the available resources farmerg can-
nol increase his Tagricultural pro-
duction, earn more proflt and use the
same for the dévelopment and indus-
trialisation of villages, This will
lead to modernisation and indus-
trialisation ol rural areas, Buy such
condition ig not there because * the
Agricultural Costs and Price Com-
mission which ig supposed to look
after the interest of farmers is only
looking after the interest of capita-
lists and industilalists in the cities
and giving them all concessions in-
cluding employment opportunities in
the cities, But. the farmerg interests
are totally neglected, :

In respect of levy policy also the
farmers are “ultimately losers. Out
of every three suéar_ bags produced
by sugar factories two bags have to
be supplied to Government at levy
price, Thig reduces the price paid
to the farmers and whag is actually
paid to him does not even meet their
dost of production, But same levy
policy is not applicable to industrial
_goods, Hag it been so, the farmers
could have got some goods at chea-
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per prices, Buy this wiever happens.
Though the Governmen; fixeg the
support price, it is regrettable that
Government itsefr‘ doeg not purchase
agricultural goods at that support
brice. Instead, it only purchases
agricultura) produce at levy price.
As the Hon, Membep rightly pointed
ouy that Maharashtra Government
fixed support price of Jawar at Rs.
135 per quintal, but failed to make
}he purchage at that price. The con-
" dition of market a¢ Latur Consti-
tuency of the Hon, Minister Shri
Shivraj Patil is so bad that the .mar-
ket is full of Jawar bags but Go-
vernment dig not come forward to
purchase it at the support price
which had already been declared.
And in the hard time of drought the
farmerg were forced to sell Jawar
al 100 Rs, a quintal, iy, the open mar-
ket, The Government doeg hot fix
support price it makeg purchases at
levy price. The levy prices are fixed
for supplying agricultural produce
tc common ° consumers at cheaper
rates which results in loss to farmers.
I want to know from the Govern.
ment whether it would be prepared
lo apply the same levy policy in gqrug
manufacturing. and make medicines
available to farmer at levy
price, Similarly, is Government pre-
pared to supply tractors {o farmers
¢t levy price or will Government
consider to supply cloth g levy
price? But this doeg not happen. It
only means that the attitude of the
Government towardg farmerg is one
cof exploitation, The Government! is
only exploiting the harg work of far-
mers. The industrialisty are well
organised. The workers have their
own unions, But as farmerg are
totally unorganised, thelir exploitation
ig the worst. A lot is said about
farmers but very little is dome for
their sake, Therefore the use of
technologies Wwill be really fruitful
only whep ifrigation facilities are
provided to farmers, Looking at the
. condition in Maharashtra, I don’t
think that we will have ten to twelve
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dams by the end of thig century

This is true of the country aS a whelz
ag well, The d.ams which were to
be completed in ten yearg could not
ke constructeq in twenty years, There
is no possibility of iheir completion
in another twenty years. It.only
means that the State Governmert
have become bankrupt? What has
happened to allocations made for
construction of dams? There ig con-

" centration of wealth in cities, All

the luxuries are available to city
dwellers while the rural people are
totally deprived of them. Thjg has
led 1o growth of populatlon The
urban population .is conscioug of
growth of population and try to
cheek it. But in the rural. areas
there is a tendency to have more
children in order to get more earning
hands, so that they help in earning
the livelihood and achieving the wel-
fare of the family, Another aspect
of this problem is that rural_people
who are not aware of the standard
of living who do not have sufficient
clothing to wear who are Dare-
footed, who have no semse of hygiene
are not at all concerned about the
growth of population or need to con-
trol it. People in tural areas link
Lie problem of population to the will
of God. It is not possible to check
the growth of 70% of population of
farmerg in our villages unlegg we
improve their standard of living.
The Government is looking at rural
development from different angles
from time to time,

While fixing the price of sugarcane
the agricultural cost and price com-
missiony takes into account the cost
0¢ production from the gstage of
sowing to cutting the sugarcane in
the fields and on that basig the price -
of sugar is fixed. But it does mnot
take into account the cosy of cutiing
of sugarcamt and its transportation.
Thig cost approximately comeg to
about Rs. 35 to Rs. 65 per quintal.
1 faileq to understand Why this cost
is nof taken into account while ﬁxmg .
the prices. The only reason is that
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the farmerg do net raise their voice.
Such thing can’t happen in indusa
tries or any other sectorg where wos-
kers are fully organised, This means
that the farmerg have tg sustain a
loss of Rs. 35 to Rs. 65 per quintal.
His pocket is picked to that extent.
The Government is doing a wrong
thing by not taking thig costy into
account, The rules of market are

also such that they cause loss to
farmers, :

Sangli in .= Maharashtra, is
wholesale markeét of turieric, Erode
area of Andhry Pradesh produces
turmeric. The . turmeric growers of
Andhra Pradesh genq their produce
ta Sangli market, Buy the marginal
profit that is given ty turmeric gro-
werg is much less than the profit
given “to their merchants. This only
resilts in fall of prices in the mar-
ket. Farmers sel] turmeric at Rs.
850 a quintal. It omeans they
get 8 Paise for tepn grams, Byt con-
sumers pay 30 paise for ‘10 grams.
This only meang that the consumers
ang growers have to suffer a logg and
the profit is cornered by middlemen
who earn Thuge profit. Thig evil
practice must be checked some-
where, 1 fee]l that the Government
‘is neglecting this gituation, This at-
titude of the Government hag creat-
ed a serious problem for our sugar
factories, Huge depositg of molasses
are accumulateq in many sugar fac.
‘tories which i« polluting the ‘atmos-
phere, Tye molasses can’t Te
stored for a long time and the Go-
vernment is not taking any decision
about its disposal, This hag only
resulted in pollution of the afmos-
phere around the gugar factories.
This ‘has also contaminated water
bui the Government hag callously
neglected thig problem, The policy
of the Government is to protect the
industrialist and the consumers in
urbay, areas. The Government bows
fo the pressure of the persong in
cities who are well organised and
united. Whereas 70% of the far-
mers’ populatioy which ig unorganis-
ed is being totally neglected and

the -
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exploiteq by the Government, The

exploitation of farmerg and agricul.
tural  labourers must be stopped
now. Unless this i done any num-
ber of agricultural Universitieg will
not be qof any help to poor farmers.
Such Universitieg and their research
iz helpful only to rich farmers, whose
londs are fully irrigated. Farmers
baving non irrigated land are drown-
ed in debts. Huge debt hag forced
these small farmers -to sell their
land and their belongings and rush
to citieg ag slum gwellers, All this
has happened only because of the
neglect of the Government. For these
farmers, the high sounding techno-
logies and co-operatives and  the
glossy reports of agriculture Ministry
do not meap any thing at all, and
will not meayy, any thing. The peril
of the farmerg will- certainly lead |
to the peri] of our country, There-
fore T feel that the Government must
take a fresh look at the agricultural
policy, The Government must suita-
bly change its policy to give remu-
nerative prices to farmers and also
supply all the necessary inputg at the
cheaper rates. Needless to point out
that irrigation is the most vital in-
put. All the inputg like seeds, fer.
tiliseyg and agricultural insttuments
must be made available to the far-
mers at the cheaper rates. Let us
take a look at prices of agricultural
commodities in the year 1970,
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SHRI VISHWASRAO RAMRAO

PATIL: No, No.gI will conclude with-
in two three minutes,

Therefore I gsay that the prices of
agricultura] produce must be fixed
on the pattern of industrial goods, It
is also important to provide agricul-
tural credit t{o farmerg at low rate

of interest, It is also necessary to
complete the "pending irrigation
schemed. Many irrigation projects

are pending in Maharashtra. Maha-
rastitra Governmend does nat have
recessary resources to complete these
- schemes, Therefore the Centra] Go-
vernment must do_something and
complete these schemes on priorily
besis and irrigate the agricultural
land of farmers. Only then the plan-
ning of the ggricultural department
will be fruitful,

The industries in the urban areas
anq the urban populatioy are safe
because the farmers has mnot yet
awakened. But if the farmers re-
volt; then they will throw thig Go-
vernment, . Therefore, before the
situation comes to that stage, the
Government should solvie this pro-
blem by giving them jrrigation facili-
ties and agriculfural credit, I request
ihe Governmeni to take these gieps
immediately. With these words I
conclude my speech,

Thank you.
FanATERE (st wmmE™
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The House then adjourned

for lunch at thirty-three mi-
nutes past one of the clock.
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The House reaszembled afer lunch
at thirty-two minutes past two of th
clocek, -

[The Vice Chairman (Shri B, Satya-
narayan Reddy) in the Chair]

by Minister

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Promotion of new industries by KVIC
and increase in wages of khadi
artisang

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO
JADHAV (Maharashtra): Sir, we
whole-heartedly welcome you on the
Chair.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI B.
SATYANARAYAN REDDY): Thank
you. Shri M. Arunachalam will
make the statement. :

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF INDUS-
TRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY (SHRI M.
ARUNACHALAM): Mr. Vice-Chair-
man, Sir, the Hon'ble Members of
this House have, o various pccasions,
emphasised the importance of speed-
ing up the procesg of rural industria®
lisation and improvement in the eco-
nomic condfitions of village artisans.
I may, Sir, recall that last year, with
the approval of ‘this House, we had
amended the Khadi ang Village In-
dustries Act to enable the Khadi and
Village Industries Commission to
take up more and more industries
under its fold for promotion in rural
areas, the main criterion being em-
ployment creation. I am glad to in-
form the Hon'ble Members of this
House that KVIC has identified 33
new industries for promofion from
this year in addition to ihe existing
List of 26 industnies. I am placing on

" the Table of the House, the list of

new industries so far identified. The
intention is to add to this -list from
time tg9 time depending on the experi-
ence gained and resource available,
both men and material. The patfern
of assistance for these industriegs is
being finalised by the Khadi and
Village Industries Commission in
consultation with the State . KVI
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