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Buffer stocks of wheat -aful: rice

." 1103. PROF. C. LAKSHAANNA: Will
the Minister of FOOD.AND CIVIL SUP-

PLIES be pleased to state:

: (a) whether there has been depletion in
- the buffer stocks of wheat and rice during
the year 1987-88;

(b) what has been the procurement
shortfall, if any, during the same period;
and -

(c) whether Government have decided

to import rice in ‘arder to mamtam the
buﬁer stock? :

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE ML

NISTRY OF FOOD & CIVIL, SUPPLIES
(SHRI D. L. BHITHA): (a) Yes, Sir;
" the stocks of wheat and rice with the pub-
" Yic agencies were drawn down during 1987-
88,

N

(b) Procuremen; during the year 1987-

88 was lower than that in 1986-87 by 2.66

‘million tonnes in_case of wheat and 2.53
million tonnes in case of rtice.

(c) The Government keeps open the

optiontoimpor.t‘riceanawheatfroﬁlo@er
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countries in order to replenish the buffer
stocks,
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