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RAJYA SABHA 

Wednesday,    the    11th. May,    1988/21 
Vaisakha,  1910   (Saka) 

The     House  met  at  eleven  of  the clock,  
The  Deputy   Chairman  in  the 
Chair. 

ORAL ANSWERS . TO   QUESTIONS 

Amenities at model railway   stations 

*241. SHRI T. R. BALU: 
SHRI   V.   GOPALSAMY: f 

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS -be 
pleased to state: 

(a) what amenities are expected to 
be provided at model railway stations 
when the whole project 0f converting 
stations as model . railway stations 
will be completed; and 

(b) by when each railway station 
is expected to be a model station? 

THE    MINISTER OF   STATE    OF THE     
MINISTRY    OF    RAILWAYS (SHRI 
MADHAVRAO SCINDIA); (a) The     
amenities      to be provided  at model  
stations  will  include   all    Ihe basic  
amenities like  platforms,  waiting  
halls/shelters,     seating  arrangements,  
lighting,  drinking water    and toilet  
facilities.    Besides,   certain   additional 
amenities and facilities,    like Waiting  
rooms,   retiring  rooms,     reservation    
offices,    foot-over   bridges washable     
aprons,     CCTV  facilities, etc. will also be 
provided, as required,  depending  on  the  
needs  of    the individual stations. 

(b) The pompletion of the works proposed 
under the 'model stations' scheme will depend 
on the availability of funds in the coming 
years. 

The   question  was  actually  asked on the 
floor of the House by Shri V*. Gopalsamy. 
36=  us  

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY; Madam, Deputy 
Chairman, the prevailing; miserable conditions of 
our railway stations make the railway stations of 
This country the model station^ of the 21st 
century. In most of the trunk, routes, like the 
Delhi-Madras . route, where long distance trains 
are run, we could not get even drinking i water, 
oold water, even in this hot summer, in most of  
the railway stations. And the atmosphere in some 
of the stations where base kitchens are operated is 
not at all hygienic. May I know from he hon. 
Minisers whether basic amenities, facilities, will 
be provided in all the stations? I would also like 
to know from the hon. Minister the total number 
of stations to  be branded in this country as model 
stations and the names of the stations selected for 
the State of Tamil Nadu. 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA; Madam, 
the total number of stations selected to be 
converted as model . stations is 67. In the State 
of Tamil Nadu, four have .been selected and 
they are Madras, Tiruchirapalli, Ma-duari and 
Coimbatore. 

* SHRI V. GOPALSAMY; Madam, when we 
travel from Delhi towards south, till we reach 
Vijayawada, we are totally isolated from the 
rest of the world. We do not get national 
newspapers either in Bhopal or in Nagpur or 
in any of the stations as if we have reached 
some no-main's land. May I request the hon. 
Minister. .. 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I know it is 
available in Nagpur. 

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY: .. .to make 
arrangements, because air service is very much 
there from Bhopal to Nagpur, to -take some 
steps to provide national newspapers, English 
news-, papers, in these stations? 
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SHRI N. K. P. SALVE: In Nagpur 
they ane; available, Madam. 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes. 
They are available in Nagpur". 

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY; No, we are 
not getting. 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINEpA: Our 
best effort will be made in this direction.   
(Interruptions) 

SHRI SHANKARRAO NARAYAN-
RAO DESHMUKK: Considering the 
peculiar position that Nasik Road station 
holds, which is next to Bombay being 
surrounded by military base, air base and 
the Security Press, is the Government 
intending to remodel it on a priority 
basis? 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDTA: 
Madam, Nasik has not been nominated to 
be taken up as a model sta-Itioji. 
However, I have explained several times 
to hon. MemberB that just because a 
station is not included in the list of model 
stations, it does not mean that the normal 
work ito fulfil requirements in a phased 
manner is totally arrested. It will 
continue. But the model stations will be 
concentrated upon 'to develop as  ideal 
prototype  stations. 

SHRI SATYA PRAKASH MALA-
V1YA: I draw the attention of the hon. 
Minister to the news item of 24th April 
in the "Hindustan Times". It says: 

"Japanese to redesign New Delhi 
Sation—in about a decade, the New 
Delhi Railway Station will step into the 
21st century possibly with a vast 
covered concourse of 18 platforms and 
about 50 lines, the rooftop of which 
will be used for handling the millions 
of passengers who Would be using the 
station." 

My question is this : Is it  a fact that 
the Northern Railway hag enlisted the 
services  of Japanese consul- 

     tants for making as survey and .preparing 
a design for giving the ultra modern look 
to the New Delhi Railway Station? If so, 
what are the details and the terms and. 
conditions thereof? I would also like to 
know whether no Indian consultants were 
available. 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: 
Madam, we  ane consulting the Japa-       
nese on this. The question of Indian 
consultants not being available does not 
arise. We are taking constant advice from 
many sources all over the country. 
However, New Delhi is something which 
we really want to develop as a very ultra 
modem an is futuristic station. For that 
reason, a dialogue has trfken place-
between  us  and  the Japanese.    The       
details are being worked out. 
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SHRI VISHWA BANDHU GUPTA: 

Madam, Deputy Chairman, I am very 
much pleased to know that at least New 
Delhi ia being considered by the won. 
Minister for making it a model station. I 
would like to know from the honourable 
Minister whether he has got seme Btudy 
made on superconductivity and whether the 
new trains whish are going to run at a speed' 
of 400 or 500 miles or  ffllome-tres are going 
to be taken into consideration while 
designing these stations. Also, Madam, since 
this, k going to be an integrated thing and 
since we are going into the 21st century, as 
he has said, I would like to know whether he 
would consider having reservations, cross-
reservations, air reservations,... 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; Please put 
your question. 

SHRI VISHWA BANDHU GUPTA; ... at 
the stations and also facility availability at 
these model stations so that these two  can . 
integrated since we are talking of very fast 
trains. 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: Madam, 
there is no proposal to include the trains 
working on tne principle of 
superconductivity in the New Delhi Railway 
Station at present. It is a very futuristic 
concept and, in fact , even in the developed 
countries this has not been operated and I do 
not think it has even been commercially 

operated. However, the RDSO, as I have 
mentioned, has taken* up five mission areas 
and °ne of them is the fuauristic 'blue sky' area  
and it is  to    consider if it    i's 
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worthwhile at all to conduct studies on the 
'blue sky" areas or if it is too futuristic for the 
requirement of this country because, IJ think, 
there need not be any high-speed trains 
running at 400 kms. per hour or 500 kms. per 
hour. Instead of increasing the (speed you 
have to increase the amenities and make rail 
travel more comfortable and sometimes you 
don't require high-speed trains because there is 
no point in depositing passengers at the station 
at 2.00 A.M. Rather it is better to allow them a 
comfortable night and allow them to come at 
6.00 in the morning. Therefore^ at present 
there is no provision in the projected Plan for 
the. New Delhi Railway Station to provide for 
superconductivity-based  trains. 

SHRI VISHWA BANDHU GUPTA: What 
about air reservations?... (Interruptions) ... 
What, about cross-reservation facilities? He 
has not answered that part of the question. 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, 
Kumari Sayeeda Khatun. 

 
. SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: Madam, I 
do not know whether the second part of the 
question really arises out of this particular 
question. 

THE    DEPUTY     CHAIRMAN;     It 
does not . 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA; As 
far as model stations are concerned, 
in the    State of     Madhya   Pradesh, 
seven stations have  been  chosen  to      
be the model stations.  

THE  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN-.     Mr. 
Vithalrao Madhavrao Jadhav. 

SHRI  VITHALRAO  MADHAVRAO 
JADHAV: Madam, I am surprised to know  from  
the  honourable   Minister that due to the     
constraint     of re-    0, sources work is not done 
and ameni-ties  are not  being provided  for the 
model  stations.    I  know  that   there aro  g very 
few stations which have been listed as model 
stations.    .Now, I   am   coming  to  my  point, in    
the South-Central Railway, Nampalli and   ^ 
Nanded are the two stations    which   * have  been 
included     in the fist    of model  stations.    But"   
as  far   as  the work at the Nampalli station is con-
cerned,  it is  going on very fast.     I have  observed 
my place  also,  Nanded, which is an important 
place,    a place  of religious importance,  where      ' 
there is a Gurdwara, the Gurdwara of Guru  Gobind 
Singh,  the tenth Guru of the  Sikh Panth,    It has 
been included in the list.    Work is not progressing 
because, they say, there lis constraint     of  
resources.    There    is constraint  of  resources      
when     the question of  doing something  in    the 
South-Central  Railway which '  falls in the 
Mahathwada Region    of    that Railway Zone 
arises. 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:     You are not 
asking the question. 

SHRI  VITHALRAO  MADHAVRAO     
JADHAV: Madam,      only    here    the question  
of  constraint     of resources exists-.    But, so far 
ag the works    at other placeg are concerned, this 
question does not arise at all.   I would^ like  to   
ask  the  honourable  Minister  when Nanded is 
going to be treated like any other model station 
either in the South-Central Railway or in the 
country.    Secondly, there- is a feeling in  the 
Marathwada region that    the 
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South-Central Railway ig not    doing justice 
to that region. 

THE  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN:      No,       please.    
You are not • putting    the' question. 

SHRI   VITHALRAO   MADHAVRAO        
JADHAV; I am putting the   question. This concerns 
that region, and it   is related to the main question. 

 THE  DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN;     You       
are not putting the question and you  hav€ 
exhausted two minutes.    What can I do? 

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO 
JADHAV; Some people go on making 
Bpeeches but you  do not tell them anything. 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; No, nobody 
does it. You put your question. 

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO 
JADHAV: Is the Minister going to consider 
attaching the Marathwada region to the 
Central Railway or South-Central Railway? 

    SHRI     MADHAVRAO     SCINDIA: 
Madam, the work has already started  on 
Nanded  in the  year   1987-88. . The work on 
model stations will be 

it done in phase-wise programmes. By way of 
example, the average amount spent on passenger 
amenities in the Sixth Five Year Plan was about 
5.11 k icroes. In the Seventh Five Year Plan, 
during the first four years, we are spending Rs. 
133 crores annually, which is more than double of 
what wag spent annually in the Sixth Five Year 
Plan. Similarly, for other specified works, for 
which money is allotted for flevelopment work, in 
the Sixth Five Year Plan the annual average was 
Rs. 7-27 crores.    In the  Seventh Five Year .Plan, 
during the first four years, we are spending Rs. 
19.93 crores — more than double of what was 
spent in the Sixth Five Yea* Plan. So we are 
processing this as speedily    as     possible.    But 

there are constraints o^ resources. That cannot 
De brushed away. The -expenditure on model 
stations in 1987-88 wag Fjs. 8.33 crores and 
in 1988-89 we have jumped it to Rs. 17.78 
crores, which is more than double of what 
was allotted in the last... 

SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAVRAO 
JADHAV:  What  about Nanded? 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: On 
Nanded the work has already started. 

SHRI  PAEiVATHANENl UPEN-DRA; 
Madam, this scheme of model railway 
stations is good. But there are a vast number- 
of stations in the country out of 7000 and odd 
stations, which are models of Company Rail-
ways in 1853 or later. Will . the Minister 
continue these models of the Company 
Railways or will' he improve them so that they 
come up to the minimum standards? 

 SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: We are 
trying our best, Madam. As. I said, apart frrm 
model stations the normal development work 
and upgrading work at other stations would 
continue in the normal; course. It is not going 
to b© arrested. Apart from the model stations, 
our constant effort is" to improve other 
stations also. 

SHRI DHARANIDHAR BASUMA-TARI; 
I am thankful to the Minister for introduction 
of the Kachenjunga train by name so I would 
like to know whether he has in mind to take 
Guwahati, which is the capital and at the same 
time a headquarters of N.E.F.  as a model 
railway station. 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA; I may 
inform the hon. Member that Guwahati has 
been included to be developed as a model 
station. 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. 
Naresh Puglia.  
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Madam Deputy Chairman, I appeal to 
you not as a Maharashtrian. He says 
seven in Madhya Pradesh. And 
Maharashtra which has 27 per cent of the 
Gross National Product has only three 
model stations. What is this? 

 
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There 

should be no quarrel between Madhya 
Pradesh and Maharashtra here. 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: 
Madam, I seek your permission and 
through your good offices I seek the 
permission of Kulkarniji to allow me to 
answer this. 

I was saying geographically Madhya 
Pradesh is the largest State in this 
country. It is also  the heart of this 
country. We all accept that. There is no 
competition. UP has the highest number 
of model stations; it has nine. Madhya 
Pradesh has been al lotted seven model 
stations in spite of being geographically 
the largest. And Maharashtra has not 
three but it has eight and it is the second' 
in the lisj; of maximum number of model 
stations. 

SHRI T. R. BALU; I want to know 
from the honourable Minister whether the 
Kamarajnagar railway station which hgg  
been  newly opened  on  the eve of the 
AICC Session will be made a model 
station. 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINMA: 
Because of  the  interest, and lead taken 
by the Prime Minister the fCamaraJnagar 
railway station is being made a 
permanent station.   However, 



13 Oral Answers [ 11 MAY 1988 ] to Questions 14 
 

it is not  included      in  the  list    of 
model stations. 

SHRI T. R. BALU; Why is it   not 
included? 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: The 
list of model stations was prepared a year 
and a half or two years ago and it was 
made basically on the principle of one 
station per division, more or less, and, 
therefore, no new stations have been 
added to this list 

SHRI T. R. BALU: People are trying to 
bring Kamaraj raj in Tamil Nadu. Why 
don't you give them a model station?...        
(sq?raH) 

 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: 
Every State capital ig not necessarily 
being included in the list of model 
stations. BhuBaneshwar has been 
•selected as a model station and some 
work has commenced in 1987-88. Quite a 
few major workg are slated to take place 
in 1988-89 like the con. struction of a new 
annexe, ground-npjOr booking ,and 
reservation office, at a cost of 
approximately Rs. 28.8 lakhs, and various 
other works, the total amount of which 
comes to quite a good sum of money. So, 
the work wj.ll certainly be carried bn at a 
fajster gace in 1988-89. 

DR. (SHRIMATI) SAROJINI MA-
HISHI: Twentyfive years have passed 
after the liberation of Goa from the 
Portuguese rule. Almost all the railway 
stations have remained as a remembrance 
of Portuguese domain in Goa. May I 
know how many stations the Railway 
Minister has taken up from Goa for 
modernisation? 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA; Xo 
station iji Goa has been selected for 
model station. 

SHRI RAOOF VALIULLAH; Madam, 
the Minister has just replied that there are 
67 model "stations in the country. I 
would like to know whether Ahmedabad 
is one of them. And, secondly, because of 
its preeminence from the commercial and 
tourist point of view, I would like to 
know whether the Railway authorities 
have sent, you a proposal that only 
Platform No. 1 is  well-paved and is kept 
up-to-date but all other platforms are in a 
dilapidated condition and need immediate 
attention. I would like to know whether 
there is any such proposal pending at the 
Board level or the Zonal level arid what 
action has been taken by the Government  
in this regard. . 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: 
Madam, I am happy to inform the hon. 
Member that Ahmedabad has been 
selected as a model station. However, the 
further details that the hon. Member 
wanted, I will get them supplied to the 
hon. Member. 

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; Ques-
tion No. 242. 

 

 


