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includes about 10 corridors in the
Northern States. Proposalg from private
parties to set up such facilities in various
corridors were invited through open
advertisement in. 1987. 52 offers were
received by the Ministry. After initial
screening, some partie were requested to
furnish additional information. The short-
listed proposals, some of which are from
Northern region, are presently under
examination. It is not possible at this
stage to furnish further details. Question
of repeat advertisement in thi; regard will
be considered in due course after taking
decision on the proposals already
received.

Introduction of vocational courses in
schools

1831. SHRI HARVENDRA SINGH
HANSPAL: Will the Minister of
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOP-
MENT be pleased t, state.

(a) whether the scheme to intro
duce vocational' courses in the schools
ithroughout the country is going to
commence during the ensuring aca
demic year;

(b) if so, what are the details
thereof; and

, (c) by when the vocational courses are
likely to be implemented in the schools?

THE, MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION
AND CULTURE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI L. P.
SHAHI): (a) and (b) Centrally
Sponsored Scheme of Vocationalisa-
tion of Secondary  Education was '
started in 1987-88 under which financial
assistance is  provided to the
States/UTs  for starting  vocational
courses at plus 2 stage in selected
schools, conducting  district vo-

[ RAJYA SABHA ]

to Questions 228

cational

manpower
alrea, construction of
laboratory rooms, provision of ne-
cessary equipment for the school 3
workshops,, development of curriculum
and instructional = materials, training of
teachers, salarie; of teachers and other,
vocational staff in schools, setting up of
suitable mana- ' gement structure,

surveys to  assess' the
requirements of the
worksheds/

strengthening  of technical support to the
programme,  etc. Voluntary
organisations will ' also be assisted
for taking up innovative projects and.
creating facilities-for providing
nonformal  education to  vocational

students.  The students passing out of
vocational courses waU also be covered
under the  Apprenticeship Scheme;. A
Joint Council of Vocational Education at
the national j. level, with counterpart
organisations at the State level, will be jet
up for laying down policy, guidelines,
plan-, r.ing, coordination and review of im-
plementation of the programme.

(¢) During the year 1987-88, 18
States/UTs have been assisted under the
scheme. Vocational courses are expected
to be started during the current academic
year in these States/UTs.

Pan Masala a health Hazard

1832. SHRI CHIMANBHAIMEH-TA:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether  Government's  atten
tion has been drawn to the State
ment made by the President of Indian
Dental Association to the effect that
Pan-Masala is injurious  to health;

and

(b) whether Government have got
thig statement examined by experts;r
if so, what are the details thereof?
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THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE AND THE
MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION
(SHRI MOTI LAL VORA): (a) Yen; Sir.
Government has 6een the press report
issued by Indian Dental Association
about alleged harmful effects of Fan

Masala.

(b) Ag per expert opinion, there are
inadequate epidemiological studies on
this aspect and hence it is very difficult to

categorically state that consumption of

Pan Masala is injurious to health.
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