4] Written Answers

Group Life Insurance Scheme for
IRDP beneficiaries

*205. SHRI BASUDEB MOHAPA-
TRA: Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
. TURE be pleased to state:

(2) whether it is a fact that a Group
Life Insurance Scheme for the pene-
ficiarjes of the Integrated Rural Deve-
10bthent Programme has been iniro
duted through out the country from
1st April;- 1988;

(b) if s0, what are the details there-
of;

(¢) the number- of beneficiarieg ex-
pected to be covered under the scheme
evéry year: and

(d) the amount proposed to be
yassured to the beneficiaries under the
scheme? .

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
DEPARTMENT OF RURAL
DEVELOPMENT IN THE MINISTRY
OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI JANAR-
DHAN POOJARI): (a) Yes, Sir,

(b) The Group Insurance Scheme
will apply to all IRDP beneficiaries
between the age of 18 to 60 years who
are assisteq after 1-4-88. The insur-
ance cover is for a period of 3 years
and the amount payable on the death

v of beneficiary is Rs. 3000. In the event
of death by accident, the family of
the Beneficiary will receive Rs. 6000.
The total amount of premium payable
to Life Insurance Corporation of India
to cover all beneficiaries {(uptoc 4
million per year) during 1988.89 is
Rs. 15.00 crores and during 1989-90, it
will be Rs.. 2000 crores. The cost of
premium will be shared equally by
the Government of India and the State
Governments. No part of premium is
payable by the beneficiary.

(e) It is proposed to cover around
3 t0 4 million IRDP beneficiaries every
year.

(d) The sum assured will be Rs. 3000

with double benefit (Rs. 6000) in the
case of accidental death.
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to Questions 42
Welfare of Blind Persons

*296. SHRI CHATURANAN -MISH-
RA. Will the Minister of WELFARE
be pleased to state:

(a) the number of bling persons
covered by the programmes for their
welfare ang rehabilitation statred Ly
Govt.,, either directly or through
voluntary organisations; and

(b) whether Government are, satis-
fied with the situation in this regard;
if not, what. corrective/remedial steps

are proposed to be taken?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
THE MINISTRY OF WELFARE
(DR. RAJENDRA KUMAR] BAJPAI):
(a) The number of bling persons who
benefitted ‘directly from welfare and
rehabilitation programmes organised
with assistance of Government of
India during 1986-87 was estimated at

-8085, Figures regarding persons who

benefitted through programmes  of’
State Govts. or of non-grantee volun-
tary organisations are not available.

(b) Considering the large number of
bling people in India, there is need
for expanding the programmes for
their welfare and rehabilitation. With
the available resources. concerted
effort shall continue to be made to
improve the quality and quantity of
these programmes. However, there is
also much scope for more community
effort through non-governmental erga-
nisations.
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Cultivation of VL. Dhan 163 in
rainfeq areas

*298. SHRIMATI VEENA VERMA!:
SHRI KAPIL VERMA:

[ RAJYA SABHA ]

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether ‘VL Dhan 163' evolved
by the Vivekanand Parvatiya Krishi

Statement

’

to Questions 44

Anusandhan Shala Almora was releas-
ed for cultivation in the rainfed areas
of mid-hills of Uttar Pradesh;

(b) if so, what
achieved ang what has been the rice
yield in tonnes per hactare; ang

(c) by when this variety of Dhan
is likely to be tried in other rainfed
areas of the country especially in the
North-Eastern States?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE (SHRI BHAJAN LAL). (a)

Yes, Sir. VL-Dhan-163 has been releas-
ed for rainfed uplands of U.P. hills
and notified vide SO 471(E) dated
5-5-88 by Government of India,

(b) In the multilocation yield trials
and coordinated experiments conduc-
ted in UP., VL-Dhan 163 gave an
average yield of 24.25 q/ha as against
18-21 g/ha, respectively recorded in
the case of check variety ‘Baly’. Data
on performance of VL-Dhan 163 in
U.P. is given in the Statement (See

below).

(c) Seeds are being multiplied for
undertaking testing of this variety in.
rainfed upland aregs of North Eastern
Hill Region. ’

Average yield (q/ha) of VL Dhan163 inmultilacational trials in U. P. hills (1982-86)

Variety Year
1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 Average
3)* 3 (4) 3 2)
VL 163-2-2-1-3 1705 2815 19-48  29-20  17.29 24-23
Bala {Check) — 25:58 7.83 17 .69 22.57 18- 42

*No. of trials indicated in the parenthesis.
Average superiority over Bala is 31- 54

were the results -
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