249 Special
Request for Reducing the Helicopter
Fare to Vaishng pevi Temple

SHR!I DHARAM CHANDER
PRASHANT (Jammu and Kashmir):
Madam Deputy Chairman my Specia]
Mention relates {o the Vaishno Devi
pilgrim centre. Madam, people, not
in thousands but in lakhs, visit this
holy place. It is at a height of aboul
five thousand feet from the gea level
The mountain is ful] of vegetation
and the scenery 15 very picturesque.
Pilgrims from gzll parts of the country
are attracted to this Temple, People
not only from our country, but also
Indians living abroad, come here and
visit this place with the result that
the number of pilgrims has gone
upto about fifteen lakhg per year. The
lale Prime Minister Shrimatj Indira

Gandhi, visited the Vaishng Devi
Cave Shrine twice anq the former
Presidents, Gyam Zail Singh and

Shr; Sanjeeva Reddy, also visited this
place. Dr. Radhakrishnan, when he
was the Vice-President of India, ex-
pressed hig desire ang willingness to
visit thigs cave shrine‘ but there was
no helipad then. A helipag was
constructed, but there wag no heli-
copter service. Last year, Madam,
I had requested the Minister of Civil
Aviation to start a helicopter service.
He agree to it angd said, “I will give
the first priority to the Vaishn, Devyi
Temple.”. 8o, a helicopter service was
started. I congratulate the Minister
for having starteg the helicopter ser-
vice But my complaint is about
the charges, about the fare.

L=

Madam, the fare from Jammu to
Vaishno Devi Cave ig Rs. 400 The
fare fiom Jammu to Srinagar ;5 Rs.
250 and the fare from Delhi to Sri-
nagar is Rs. 600. While the time
taken from Jammu to Srinagar is
forty minutes, this 1s only ten minu.
tes. Why not. therefore reduce this
fare? Lakhs of pilgrimg come there
and it is an important pilgrim cent.
re.  Apart from many poor people,
many adged people, peonle who are at

the age of 80 or so, visit this place,
=1 abilduns alen ~n there 7
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Therefore, Madam, my Trequest is
that the helicopter charges should be
reduceq at least by fifty per  cent,
that is, to Rs. 200, in order to facilit-
ate the visit of many pilgrims tg this
place. Thank you. Madam,

Reported Soviet Prime Minister’s
Statement Regarding Inde-Soviet Ne-
gotiations for Setting up Nuclear
Power Plan{s

DR. H. P. SHARMA (Rajasthan):
Madam Deputy Chairman, my Special
Mention 1g based upon the news item
that appeareq on November 25  in
newspapers and the leading articles
that followedq later on There was
a statement by the visiting Soviet
Prime Minister, Mr. Nikolaj Ryzhkov
just before he left India wherein he
s ated that the USSR had offered
nuclear power plants to India and
that final details were being negotiat.
ed.

Madam, the issue is much too im-
portant to be discusseq either on
party lines or gn political affiliations
or ideological lines, because it  in-
volves our declared national stang for
the past 25 years ag to our stand on
NPT. The Tarapore plant was bas-
ed upon the use of enriched uranium

as fuel ang bpressurised hot water
facilitites, Madam, the fuel was en-
t'rely imported from abroad. The

problems into which we ran later on
are too recent to be recounted again.
The Uniteq States refuseg to supply
enriched uranium and the power
plant; were coming to & total close,
when only by a 1oundabout manner
France agreed to supply cnriched
uranium, . -

Madam, our technology of produc.
ing nuclear power is based upon the
use of natural uranium as fuel heavy
water as coolant ang the Candou type
of reactors. These are the three
parts of our own indigenously deye-
loped technology. We have extensive
deposits of patural uranium, while
for the enricheg uranium, if we go in
for that technology we have only a
very limitedq amount of uranium of
that type which can be converted into
enriched uranium



