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[Shri Puttapaga Radhakrishan]

Therefore, I request ithe hon. Minister
for Urban Development to use his good
offices to help these poor peoplc and to
persuade the NBCC to complete the work
as soon as possible and hand over the
flats lo the concerned persons. Thank
you.

R’{ported starvation deaths in Orissa

SHRI GAYA CHAND BHUYAN
(Orissa): Mr. Vice-Chetiman, Sir, it is a
matter of derp councern that after Kula-
handi and  Koraput, s'arvation dcaths
have now boen reported from Bolwngir
Dsstrict of Orissa. Chiof Minister J. B.
Patp~k m'y indulee ‘q ha'r- plttinT hy
blaming the deaths on diszase in nis {ami-
liar “cavalizr mnnner. but the fuc- that
independznt cbeervers are claiming that
the disrases arosz ovt of starvaticr and
that an estima'ed 1.5 lakh pcople have
left their h.mes in the Jdstrict in <e.rch
of food and work can hardly be dismis-
sed lightly.

SHRY BASUDEB MOHAPATRA
(Orissa): Tt is totally false. T  object
to this,

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI H.

HANUMANTHAPPA) :
mention,

It i8 a special

SHRT GAYA CHAND BHUYAN:
Given the Patnaik Government’z shock-
ingly apathetic a'titude in the past and its
record of maladministration and corrup-
tion in relief work, it should causz= no
surprise if famme conditions spread to
other parts of the State too. The State
Government has been too obsessed with
organicing the Prime Minister’s  visits,
givine Bhubaneswar a facealift and other
trivialities like the International  Child-
ren’s Film Festival to bo‘her about the
plight of the starving populace,  There is
also no gainsaying that the blatant and
ill-advised manner in which the Centre
has been shielding the  Chief Minister
has accentuated the neglect of the com-
mon man by his governm21t, why  tes
spent 1100 crores of rupees violating the
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constitution without the sanction of the
Legislating Assembly ought to be dismis-

sed. .\,)'Sk

It is no secret that contractor-official-
polticiun cliques have been pocketing a
Lirge part ot the funds and food rneant
tur the ‘rought-hit, Ration> are  finding
ther way into the black market through
tair price shops on an unprecedented
scale. It has become a afimuliar patters
to put up a show of relief measures a
fw davs before the Prime Minwler visits
doought-hit area and  to withdraw them
wi r the visit, Ieaving the peopls in the
lurch.  The Chicf Minister, shiewd that
h: © i, a~atcly conscions that the Prime
Minrtzr couldnt be careless once the pro-
f .tle mil age from .he viit has been
o qn 9, Thete s no gainsaying, how-
ey r, tho tha prople are fezling immen-
¢-lv let down and anery. People have
tiven theic verdict din the last five bye-
elections in Orissa.

Need to restore the Him Sagar Ex-
press plying hetween Kanyakumari
ang Jammu Tawi

SHRYT T. K. C VADUTHATLA (Kura-
1o Mr. Vies Chairman, $ir, rail journey
is coniT.cod to bz less expensive, espe-
ci1lly in lhe case of those who have to
ttavel 3 long distance.  The people of
K=atr who hail from the southern-most
rort of the country were very happy
when a  train connecting Kanyakumari
with Jammu Tawi was introduced.  This
f1 in nam=d Him Sagar Bxpress is  the
on'v train covering the loagest route in
the country and is also a landmark in
the causs of national integration. When
the prestizeous train was started, the peo~
ple of Kerala and other southern States
took it as a boon to them and alwo to
the service personnel posted in high tfer-
rains.

Due to flood and disruption of railway
lines in Andhra Pradesh during the last
monsoon, Him Sagar Express was cancel-
led temporarily. One can understand
the necessity for such action in unfav-
ourable circumstances. But the people
are at a losg to understand the reason for
the cancellation of this prestigeous train
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all of a sudden. Because the railway
authorities decided to cancel Him Sagar
Express permanently from the Ist of
October, 1987. I am inclined to make
this special mention in this august House
because this train was really helpful to
the Keralites working in various stations
north of Delhi, such as Ambala, Rajpura,
y Ludhiana, Jalandhar, Amuitsar, Pathan-
- kot and Yammu Tawi., This train was
also used by the business community of
the north for their frequent travel to
the south. In a democratic developing
countty like ours the Goveinment is
making all efforts for the weltare of the
people.  But in the case of the people
living at far off places from the capital
they feel that they are denied their just
and reasonable needs by such sudden ac-
tion of the authorities. Instead of in-
creasing the frequency of this very im-
portant train, the Government decided to
cancel it, leaving the public, the benefi-
craries in utter despair. I would there-
“tore request the authorities to restore
Him Sagar Express with an increased
frequency of at least three days a week
with immediale effect.  According  to
available  information there are more
than thirty thousand Kerzlites living in
Haryana. Punjab and Jammu and Kash-
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mir. Besides them there arc a  large
number of Malayalee service personnel
posted i border Stafes. Since most

of them are living here with family leav-
ing thzir parents and relatives in Kerala ..

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI H.
HANUMANTHAPPA): Please conclude
now. You can write the details to the
Minis'er.

SHRI T. K. C. VADUTHALA: I
therefore appeal, through you, to the
Government to take immediate steps to
restore Him Sagar Fxpress and do justice
to the people of Kerala without much
delay.

Threat to the life span of Hirakud Dam
duk to fast sittation and  sedimentation

SHRI BASUDEB MOHAPATRA.
(Orissa): Mr. Vice-Chairman, 1 would
like to draw your attention to a news item
published in a section of the press re-
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garding the threat to the life span of
the Hirakud Dam due to fast sittation
and sedimentation.  Sir, this dam was
built in mid-fifties with the object  of
controlling floods, providing irrgation and
production of power, The project has
brought a changs 1n the social, econo-
mic and cultural Lfe of the people of
Orissa.  The press report says that the
biggest multi-purpose river valley project
‘Hirakud’, construcled 1n the mid-hfties
in Orissa, is now being threatened with
fast sitation and sedimentation leading
to a premature end of its Iife span ac-
cording 10 a remote sensing study. Ac-
cordiag to the latest hydrographic sur-
vey conducted during 1981, the orig'nal
capacity of the dam has been reduced
from 8105 million cubic metres to 6626
million cubic metres, registring a loss
of 0.7 per cent per year. Remote sen-
sing techniques applied fo1 easy compu-
tation of the area of the reservoir also
reveal that there has been a loss of 1.3
per cent of the dead storage capacity per
year along with 05 per cent loss of the
live storage and 0 7 per .ent of gross
storage per year owing to fast sedimen-
tation. Built across the river Maha-
nadi, about 15 km up stream of Sambal-
pur, the reservoir, wi'h a projected life
span of 120 years, aims mainly at con-
trolling flood besides providing irriga=~
tion to about two lakh hectares with an
installation capacity of 246 MW of po-
wer.  Renova'ion of Hirakud Dam is
very badly necessary since dredging 1is

impossible owing to a large num-
ber of stumps inside the  water.
Some new technique has to be found

out to take up the renovation work.
The Government should take immedi-
ate action to save the Hirakud Re-
servoir from siltation anq sedimenta-
tion so that the people of the State
would be penefited by this multi-pur-
pose river valley project.

Need for Central Government Enqul-
ry into the illegal establichment of @
Cigarette Factory at Vairengte (Mizoram)

DR. C. SILVERA (Mizoram): Mr
Vice-Chairman, Sir, T want to bring



