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(Dr. (Shrimati) Sarojini Mohishi]
12, why should not the penalty be
such ag it will become deterrent for
the other people not to commit these
things also? If it is a matter of only
Rs. 1,000/~ or Rs. 1500/-, the 1ndus-
trialist will throw it away and go
away. Therefore, this should be made
deterrent so that they will be preven.
ted from resorting to such typeg of
things.

Secondly, 1 would like to say, Sir,
in all seriousnazss, in the biggest sector
of unorganised women ‘labour, that
is agricultural sector, how are we
gowng lo implement these things? As
we find even in the case of public sec-
tor industries where women are to
be given equal remuncration, they are
not being given. At places, I know,
S.r, because some women may require
maternity leave and other things, an
undertaking js taken from gzll the wo-
men workers that they are not mar-
ried and they do not require such
leave and other things. When 1 want
to one factory. some women came out
ad I asked them. They told me, “we
are made to give this undertaking.
Otherwise, we would not be taken
into service at all.” That is what they
said. Under these circumstances, T
would rea'ly appreciate very much
the amendment that has been brought
forward but in all seriousness, it
should be implemented. Shri Malik
said that the Hindi translation of this
is not being even understood by him.
I do not know whether he will be
able to appreciate it. It is written in
such a language that even I could not
understand it. It should be appre-
ciated in the other way It has been
translated in such s beautiful way
that even I could not understand it.
It i above my knowledge a'so.
Therefore, it js written in 5 very
graceful way. There are two ways of
appreciation. If I can understand
something, I say, could understand
and this is a very beautiful piece. The
second way of appreciation is it is so
beautiful that even T could not under-
stand it. Therefore, I am putting it
in the second category. We should
be able to appreciate thig in that way.
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Anyway, if these lawg are translated
into regional languages and they are
broadcast as far as possible, they will
£0 3 long way in giving some under-
standing some knowledge at least to
some p.ople because 1ill.teracy n this
country ig of a very high percentage,
especiull'y among women. Under these
circumstances, wa do not expect them
to understand the law ang try to im-
plement these things. Their first ob-
jectve is to get some money for their
bread They cannot go for fighting
with the managers. The Government
should come forwarg for giving full
protzction to the women and try to
see that the people who are not pro-
viding these facilitieg are punished
also. At places, J have seen that the
creche is not provided for the babies;
at places, T have seen even the other
facilities, like drinking water and
Other relaxation facilities, even they
are not provided. Therefore, these
things go along with these things.
Thay should be provided to these peo-
ple. Then only, of course, we can
expect proper turnout of the work. [
would welcome this Bill and reguest
the Government to implement it in
the public sector industries, in the
bigger factories and gsee that these
things are not violated. Compliance
in violation is there but compliance
in following the ruley and regulations
etc. is not being done. 1 would like
the Government tqo very seriously im-
Plement these things. Thank you.

4.00 r.m.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
MOSTAFA BIN QUASEM): The dis-
cussion on the Bill is now over. The
Minister will reply tomorrow. Now

we take up the short duration dis-
cussi'on.

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION
ON THE PR'CE SITUATION IN
THE COUNTRY

SHRI N. E. BALARAM (Kerala):
Mr, Vice-Chairman, Sir, now, we are
discussing, according to me, a very
sgmous problem, the problem of price
Tise, This problem has already
created a very difficult and a rather
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unbearable situation. It has al-
ready affected the common people
very much. It has not only affected
the common people but the whole
country and to a large extent, the
economy itself, But, unfortunately,
there is no indication so far on the
part of the Government that they
are going to take strong and serious
measures to check thig price rise.
So far, they have not taken any
strong measure Now, Sir, aecord-
ing to paper reports—not only ac-
cording to paper reports but the
Government themselveg have admit-
ted—the wholesale price index has
already gone up much. For example
for the last seven weeks the whole-
" sale price index hag been continuous-
ly growing. Now it has already
touched g recorq of 411.2 points.
The index for the previous week was
410. That means, in one week, it
has increased by one and a half
points. I would say, this is some-
thing wunusual. That means, we
have now got a two-digit inflation.
So far, the Government were claim-
ing or telling us that they would be
able to control the inflation, control
the price rise. But now, what we
are witnessing is conirary to those
stotements. Priceg are increasing
everyday. An even mare disturbing
fact is that the retail price is going
up faster than the wholesale price.
The prices of absolute daily neces-
sities—like wheat cice, sugar, vege-
tables, drugs, I do not list out 2
number of commodities here, al] of
us know—are going up like any-
thing. Today, in the question hour,
the Minister was answering the
point. The question was raised why
the cement price was going up.
Everybody knows that the average
date of profit in the cement industry
is high. In the cement industry,
not onlv the price is growing but also
the profit. Even then, the Govern-
ment’s policy is to allow to increase
the price of cement by reducing the
levy quota. So, as I said at the
beginning, the Government is not
at a]l taking a very serious note of
thig phenomenon. Esvecially after
the drought the situation inside the
rura] areas is very bad. You know
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the conditions in the villages. There
are no jobs for the people in the
villages. Agricultura] workers are
slowly migrating to cities anq towns.
Agricultura]l activity ig in a very
slow process unlike in the past, be-
cause of the drought conditions. There
is no economic activity in the vil-
lages. There ig no drinking water
even in spite of heavy rains in some
places. In this background, if the
prices are allowed to go up like this,
I think, very soon we are going to
face an alarming situation. I do not
meay to say that it ig not alarming
now. but the gituation will become
much worse soon if the Government
does not take immediate steps, ade-
quate steps, strong measures, and,
I am afraid. the situation wil] get
out of control and will afect the en-
tire economy. The Finance Minis-
ter himself admitted of the price
rise. In the past he was hesitant to
admit the fact that prices were ris-
ing. But after taking sufficient poli-
tical time he hags now admitted that
the prices are on the increase. I
have seen statements of some of the
Ministers, not only of the Finance
Minister, of some of the important
Ministers, stating that the price rise
is mainly due to the drought condi-
tions. Of course, there is no doubt
about jt; I do not deny it; drought
conditiong have also contributeq to
the price rise. But. I say, it is only
minimal. On that ground alone we
cannot justify the steep rate of the
rise in prices. The main reason for
the present price rise is the Govern-
ment policy itself. I have no hesi-
tation saying that. The natural re-
sult of the concessiong given by the
Government to the monopoly houses,
actually speaking, is the main rea-
son, the root cause. for the present
price rise. Take for example, the
case of cement. This morning during
the quection hour it was tolg what
happened to the prices in the cement
industry. Not onlv cement, sugar,
drugs, textiles, of all thege commo-
dities the vrices have gone up be-
cause Government appears to be for
higher and higher prices. that seems
to be the attitude of the Government.
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It is the policies of the Government
which are directly responsmible for
the rising prices of cement, sugar,
1extiles, drugs, etc. I know the
Government 1s in difficulties. The
Government wil] not admit it public-
ly. Dr. Chelliah was recently com-
menting on the situation. He is very
close ty the Government. He said
the Government is now living beyond
its means. That ig what he said. He
said this Government is living beyond
its limits Iike the Reagan’s Govern-
ment in America. It ig very clear
in the economic language—the Gov-
ernment is living mainly on deficit
financing and borrowing. 1 do not
know where we are going with this
sort of policies. According to the
Seventh ¥ive Year Plan scheme, the
envisaged deficit financing wil] come
to about seventeen thousang crores.
1 think now this limit of seventeen
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thousand crores has zlready been
reached in these three years and
this year, I am deiinite, the amount

will be exceeded. It will be more
than five thousand crores.

SHRI M. KADHARSHA (Tamil
Nadu): It is already more than five
thousanq crores. - r: = =

SHRI N E. BALARAM: Yes. it
is already more than five thousand
crores; that is what I am saying. So,
you are depending op deficit financ-
ing only. And, deficit financing
means what? Everybody knows that
and I do not want to explain now
what deficit financing is. .

Now, there is another reason for
thig price rise and that is the most
important reason. It is your so-
called system of administereq prices.
You yourself are increasins the pri-
ceg of your own commodities the
prices of your own services. with the
result that they are again reacting,
they are interacting on tha economy
in the sphere of prices verv much.
So. T am not explaining all the rea-
sons here now. If vyou take just
these three basic things, you will see
that the responsibility for having
created such g situation is there very
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much now. You cannot escape the

responsibility  unless Yyou retrace
from this sort of economic policies,
fiscal policies, and unless you do that.
I do not think that you can control
the prices and I am sure about that.
You are going to face a very serious

difficulty  hereafter. You sre doing
certain  things in the name of
drought. Drought ig there ang 1
am not saying that 1the effect
of the drought will not be there on
the prices. Drought s there and

the effect of drought w:ll be there.
Now, after the drought, these things
are developing according to the
Minister himhelf and I think we are
going to have a very difficuly situa-
tion in the near future. 'Therefore,
this is not something that the Gov-
ernment alone is concerned about or
the Opposition parties along are con-
cerned about Now gz big debate is
going on in the country and every-
body knows that. The Government
alsg is not saying, as it used to say
in the past, that the economy is on
a sound basis. I do not think that
they are saying this now, It is be-
cause there are two important points
in the debate discussed by the Gov-
trnment spokesmen ang the econo.
mists of the country. One point is
whether there is economic growth as
envisaged in the Plan or not. The
Finance Ministry peoble recently
made a statement and in that state.
ment they did not claim that the en-
visageq economic growth woulg be
there. They said that some growth
woulg be there. They have used
the worg “some”, because the econo-
mists themselves were arguing that
thete would be either zero growth
or negaiive growth in the economy.
T am not talking of politicians. Eco.
nomists, outstanding economists  of
the country are saying that during
this Plan period, there will be either
negative growth or zero growth in
the economy. Therefore, the Finance
Ministry came out with the state.
ment that there would be “some”
growth L'kewise, there 1is also
another debate which is going on
and I do not know what the opinion
of the Government is. Many econo-
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mists are of the opinion that there
is industrial recession in the coun-
try. It is a fact. It i3 also a fact
that the purchasing power of the
people has gone down. has dwindled
very much. The purchasing power
of the people hag gone down very
much and they are not able tp pur-
chase the absolute necessarieg ag in
the past. Of course, somg monopoly
houses ip the couniry, in the name
of lack of demand, in the name of
lack of domestic demrand, are now
lobbying with the Government to
export their commodities at the
expense of the Government. That is
very much there and I do not deny
that fact. Today I have askeg a
question. That Question will come
up after some days. I will not ask
this here now. My question will
come. So that sort of thing ig going
on there In spite of that, there is
domestic recession. Why recession?
If our economy is sound, if your
anti-poverty programme are going in
a big way, if you are able to lift a
large number of people above the
poverty line. why is there this reces-
sion? There is a recession. The
textile industry is very much affect-
ed by this recession. It is a fact.
The FICCI 15 complaining about it.
Why this recession in the country?
It is affecting our economic life and
indirectly al)] these factors are help-
ing price rise.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
MOSTAFA BIN QUASEM). Please
conclude.

SHRI N. E. BALARAM: I will

make one more point and then con-
clude.

In the other House whan this ques-
tlon was raised the Minister hagq an-
nounced & flye-pronged programme
to meet the price situation. I do not
dismigs it as a mere hoax. It is a
good programme. What are the five
points? They will strengthen the
public distribution system ang they
wil] monitor it regularly, they will
take steps to de-hoard, they will ar-
range more stocks, so on and so
forth. I do not deny the gignificance
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of that. They may have some cffect;

I do not deny. But I dp not think

that such Homoeopathic doses will

cure this disease. Mr. Finance Min-

ister,

AN HON. MEMBER:
Unani? (Interruptions)

You want

SHRI N. E. BALARAM: I want
more drastic medicine not only
Unani. If you dgo not take drastic
steps, you will have to go in for big-
ger operations. You will be forced
to do that, because such g situation
iz developing in the country. You
may not be knowing how the people
are feeling inside the country. You
will do this in the near future. I do
not want to enter into politics when
we are discussing the nr.ce situation.
You see the role of the State Govern-
ments o thig situation. You
ask the Chief Minsters. They
are put in greater difficulties
because  price is moainly con-
trolled, increased or whatever you
can do, by the Central Government.
It is an all-India economy. It 15 not
a Bengali economy or Tamil Nadu
economy. It is pot a fragmented
life. We have got a single economic
structure which is controlled by the
Central Government. )M your policy
ig like this, what can the State Gov-
ernments do in controlling the pri-
ces? I ask you this question. They
are put in greater difficulties. They
can do something; I don’t deny. They
are not puppets; they have some
powers. Some of them are doing
much. But when you give more
emphasis on the price rise, there is
not much they can do. You know
that the price rise leads {0 accumu.
lation of capita] and the accumula-
tion of capital develops into capital-
ism; you know all this.

SHRI A. G. XKULKARNI (Maha-
rashtra): You demand meore... (In-
terruptions) You have no ‘Russia’
or ‘China’. .. (Interruptions)

SHRI N. E. BALARAM: T think
the parliamentariang in Russia and
China wil] do their jobs. ..
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SHRI VITHALRAO MADHAV-
RAQ JADHAV  (Maharashtra): A

Poor man cannot give anything to
anybody.

SHRI N. E. BALARAM: My
charge is that the Minister is sup-
porting the monopolists. He Joes
not understand the Indian politics.
That is why he hag joined the other
side,

SHRI A. G. KULKARNL. He is
not supporting the monopoly houses.

SHRI N. E. BALARAM: Russia
will be looked after by the Russians.
There are great people there. There
are good parliamentarians there. They
are not like you.

My poing ig that the Government
shoulq have an integrated price
policy. Even now they do not have
an integrated price policy. (Interrup.
tions) An integrated price policy
means that the agriculturaists should
be paid remunerative prices. The
agriculturists are not paid remune-
rative prices. It is a fact. They
are not pay.ng remunerative prices
to the agricultural people. Agricultu-
rists comprise 60 per cent of our
population. You see the difference
between the prices of agricultural
commodities and the prices of goods
nroduced by the monopoly houses.
I am not talking about the small
scale industries. You don’t have
a national integrated price policy. Y
charge you. You do not have a
national integrateq price policy to
encourage agricultura] production
and to encourage industrial produe-
tion. I want to encourage indus-
trial production. I want t; encou-
rage  agricultural productoy, for
which vou must have an integrated
price policy. Cut¢ your expenditure.
You can cut the non-plan expendi-
ture. You can cut the expenditure
on information, and broadeasting.
What 1s that Ministry doing? I
demand that the expendture on the
Ministrv or Department of Informa-
tion and broadcasting shoulq ha cut.
(Interruptions) ¥ am not talking
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about the radio. You can fing out
where you can cut the expenditure.
Yau can do that job. You can do
some home work. You shoulq take
some steps for that. OFf course, you
have to take some definite steps to
Improve the public distribution sys-
tem in a big way. Do it like that,
Unless you take strong and imme-
diate steps ang unless yoyu stop this
deficit financing, it will be very
dangerous for our country. -

-

-

SHRI MURLIDHAR CHANDRA-
KANT BHANDARE (Maharashtra):
Mr, Vice-Chairman, Sir. the discus-
sion is about the price situation in
the country. This 1is one subject
which should cut across gll party
lineg because it hurts the common
man ang it hurtg still more a poor
man. Ultimately it must be remem-
bered. T am going to place it in the
forefront that inflation is the cruelest
form of taxation and the burden of
this cruelest form of taxation really
falls on the poorest of the poor.

Secondly, talking about the people
ang a clasg from which I come—the
middle class. the fixed income class.
those who have fixeq incomes—I
wWould say that they are really fixed
when the prices rise abnormally as
they have risen recently. Therefore,
my request to the Government is
not to push this thing under the car-
pet. Let us realise the realities of
the situation and put our hands to-
gether, put our efforts together to
find out how best we can meet the
situation. When g situation deve-
lons. it developg in one of the two
ways. One ig that it is providential,
it j¢ fortuitous, it js not man-made.
And 1, that extent we are having a
situation of a dqrought of the cen-
tury. The crop loss has been colos-
sal and it is axiomatic that when-
ever there is scarcity, we need not
go into the economic nolicles but let
us concentrate on the economic mea-
sure~ which, the Government ought
to take and whirh we shoulq per-
suade and if need be force the Gov+
ernment to take.
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Sir. T am fully conscious of the
various measuregs which have been
taken by the Government, and infla.
tion is not only a national phenome-
anon but it is also an international
bhenomenon. Ang compared to the
internationa] scene, the inflation in
our country has definitely been con-
trolled. But that is not the only
consolation. In fact, that is a poor
consolation because as 7y said, the
»poorer people are totally unable to
meet a situation of *hig nature. In
the first instance, 1 am conscious that
You have a Cabinet Committee which
is supposed to monitor the prices
from day-to-day. I know that the
Government hasg identifieq 23 essen-
tia] commodities over which it keeps
itg vigilance ang sees that their sup-
plies and prices do not vary. And I
am aware of the various program.
mes which have been mentioned of
increasing the imports and restrict-
ing the exports and the other things
which are mentioned there. Ang last
but not the least and the most wel-
come is the guest control order which
the Government has imposed. But
there is a wide gap between inten-
tions and actions. There is all
wide gap always between  the
programme and its implementation.
And it is this gap, which as of neces-
sity must exist in any given gitua-
tion or circumstance that really hurts
" the common man today. Look at ear-
lic which is selling at Rs, 60 a Kilo,
Look at onion Tt is selling at Rs. 6
~a kilo and it is a poor man’s bread
and butter, T do not know how he
can really cope up with this kind of
a situation, You have the food for
*woitk  programme where ithe mini-
mum wage is Rs 6 plus some subsi-
dised food, Onc kilo of rice, of weat
is there. But what can one do in Rs,
6?7 Ig there no method by which
we provide an automatic escalator to
these Rs. 6 that as the prices rise,
the Government also pay a little
more so that the poor do not feel the
pinch of the rising prices? 1 know
the Government has under the clr-
cumstance—nobody can dispute that-
pequitted  itself quite well, But let
us not be complacent about it. The
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crunch of the drought ill be felt as
we enter the Summer. ...

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF EXPENDITURE
IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE
(SHRI B. K. GADHVI): For your
information, so far as the minimum
wages are concerned they are to be
determined by the States and it va-
ries from State to  State. In some
States it is Rs. 11 and in some States
it is Rs, 15...

SHRY] MURLIDHAR CHANDRA-
KANT BHANDARE: I know it is Rs.
15 in some States,

SHRI B. K. GADHVTI. It is not for
the Central Government¢ to do any-
thing about the minimum wages of
labour,

SHR1] MURLIDHAR CHANDRA-
KANT BHANDARE: I entirely agree
with you. 1 was making a suggestion,
They vary from Rs. 6 to 15. They are
to be paid by the States. But ultima-
tely all these things are done on the
general directions of the Central
Government, And I was requesting
the hon, Finance Minister to consider
whethelr some sort of a formula can
be worked out where in this year of
drought there is some sort of escala.
tion possible so that they can offset
the rising prices well, the main diffi-
culty...

SHRI NIRMA], CHATTERJEE
(West Bengal):  Guideline alone is
not cnough. Those people who have
to pay must have the wherewithal
to pay. Something should be done
about that also, so that where the
State pay  directly, they have the
wherewithal to pay. Can the Centre
come to their help? It is not merely
a question of guideline,

SHR] MURLIDHAR CHANDRA-
KANT BHANDARE: 1 am only ma-
king a suggestion. T am all willing
for it but the whole question is that
the time at my disposal is also limi-
ted and I want to make some other
very important points,

[y
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Now, the second thing which I
want to say is that price always de-
pends on the law of supply and de-
mand. It is how you supply, maintain
the supply, that is important. I will
just show it by way of an example.
1t should not be understood as criti-
cism. But it should be taken as a
caution, as a sort of warning, that if
the Government does not act promp-
tly or if it does not act effectively,
the prices soar and the inflation sets
iner. Take, for examble, cdible oils,
one can understand because the pro-
duction is really short. But see what
happened in the case of sugar where
he had a record production of 85
lakh tomnes of sugar. The whoesale
price index or sugar went up Dby
3.6 per cent during the year ended
August 15, 1987 I am conscious that
it came down but in the Bombay
market the wholesale price of sugar
shot up to Rs 631 by September-end
compared with that of Rs, 575 per
quintal a year ago, marking a rise of
almost 10 per cent Therefore, the
availability of sugar is  there. you
have got the highest production and
you find that inflation is inexplicable.
How do you explain it? Because it is
how the sugar releases are made by
the Government, And sugay releases
are controlled by the Government.
Every announcement of lower lerea-
ses triggers a price rise in sugar indi-
cating thereby that there is no room
for smaller releases when demand is
on the rise, If the release 1s lower
than that of a year ago. the warning
to the Government is to release subs-
tantial quantities 1n case it is required
Enough damage is done pefore the
Government is able to act. Therefore
supply, which is in your hands. de-
mand is not your hands be prompt
about it. See that in no case the relea-
ses are lesg than that of the previous
years,

The next pomnt I want to make is
about the price index. Whenever a
dehate takes Dplace here we fgo by
what the Government puts as the
wholesale price index. No, 1 am not
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disputing this policy, a very relevant

one and that 1s also an indicator of

the prices, But for a discussion like

this, I think what is more relevant is

the consumer price index numbers’™
and I put it on two grounds: one is
the consumer price index, it consti-
tutes not only commodities but ser-
vices also, Secondly, the weight as-
signed to food articles in consumer
price index is 61 per cent, which is
more representative, which jis more
fealistic of the wconsumption basket
than the one assigned in the whole-
sale price index 43 per cent. The
third thing which is more important
is that jt takes considerable time
before the wholesale price index ,
really percolates and its benefits are =
available to the common man in the

street.

The next point is about your pub-
lic distribution system. There is one
thing which has miserably failed and
it is the public distribution system, 1
know you are opening more and more
outlets. You get a statement where
it 1s said that two  thousand more
shops are opened But I would like
you to jnvolve the people in this
mublic distribution system. Look at
Switzerland. The entire supplies are
in the hands of cooperatives. So, 1
suggest that the Government should“
try to involve the people, invc)lwv
more ladies and voluntary agencies.
Let them be in charge of the mobile
vans, the mobile shops with essen-
tial goods; let them distribute it in
every mohalla, in every locality., You
give them some thing. Let it be run
by the ladies so that they don’t,
shout. 1 think it is an experiment
which can be undertaken, Have a
pilot project in every district. You
give directions and see how it works,
so that ladies themselves control the
prices and control distribution of es-
sential commodities. They are more
concerned and it is they who have to
feed the children and feed the mem-
bers of the family

There is one other thing which 1
fail to understand. I read that on im-
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port of edible oils alone, the STC
made a profit of Rs. 350 crores. I do
not know for whose benefit it is. Luc-
kily we have in Tiwariji a Minister
who combines both the Finance and
the Commerce, and I don’t know as
to how they are going to pass on this
profit and how they are going to dis-
pose of this edible oil which they have
mmported. I hope J will get a fairly
convincing answer at the end of this
debate.
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Then you have a complex situa-
tion. At all times meat and fish and
chicken, the nonvegatarian food arti-
cles, cost much more than the vege-
tarian articles of food. For the first
time you find that vegetarian arti-
cles of food, like vegetables, cost as
much ag meat. Now, something is
worng somewhere It is directly con-
nected with the public distribution
system. But it is also ~onnected with
the fact that too much of black
money is operating in the market,
Those who have black money, whe-
ther the tomato sells at Rs. 15 a kg,
or Rs. 5 a kg would take out a wad
of currency notes and pay. 1 have
seen with my owp, eyes in the market
that they will let a commodity perish
than sell it at competitive price,
What happens in a situation like this
is, hoarding increases; then adultera-
tion increases; profiteering increases.
I think Government will have to be
vey vigilant against both these things,
hoarding as well as adulteration, We
have enacted a very salutary measu-

re for consumer Dprotection; T am
aware that the're is now a National
Consumer  Protection Council; but

that 1s not enough You will have to
involve non-governmental organisa-
tions, the voluntary agencies, so that
they effectively control this menace.
As I said at the beginning, this is not
a subject where we should make only
petty politics We have to see that
we hold the price line at all levels
through a united effort of the Gov-
ernment and the people.

" There is nothing more that I can
usefully add; but 1 will only request
the Government to be very very .yk
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gilant. Things may slip out of hands
at any time and if anything requires
vigilance, it is the price situation,

Last but not the least, not only this
year but even for the next two years,
let us be really thrifty; le¢ us avoid
wasteful expenditure; let us really
feel that the people in the country
are feeling the crunch of inflation,
and I do not know, whatever the
measures you take, whether by as-
king us to pay more taxeg or whether
by asking us to forego a meal a
week, I can assure you, I can assude
the hon, Minister anq the Govern-
ment that the entire country will be
with him in his efforts, Thank you.

SHRI M. A. BABY (Kerala): Mr.
Vice-Chairman, Sir,...

SHRI B. SATYANARAYAN RED-
DY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, We should
go by the list of names mentioned in
the agenda. .e

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
MOSTAFA BIN QUASEM): This 18
not calling-Attention, You can pro-
ceed Mr. Baby.

SHRI M A. BABY: Sir, I thank
you for giving me thig opportunity to
take parg in this discussion on the
price situation in the country. I was
listening to the erudite and eloqu-
ent friend from the other side who
spoke just before me put who, un-
fortunately, did not remain here to
listen to the points which I am going
to make.

There is no denying the fact that
the question of price rise should not
be politicised. This was the obening
and closing sentence of my collea-
gue’s speech, I agree with him that
the fire of price rise burns people be-
longing to all political parties, reli-
gious and language groups etc; it
transcends all differences, But un-
fortunately, the fault for politicising
the price question does not lie with
the Opposition. It lies with the other
side Why do I say this? No just
‘because my learned colleague refer-
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red to this, but because of the fact
that another hon. Member of this
House who happens to be an all-India
leader of the ruling party at the
Centre and who had been recently
appointed, not elected, as an all-
India leader of the ruling party at
the Centre, is spearheading an agita-
tion in my home State Kerala where a
left democratic front Government has
been elected by the people six-seven
months back, Interestingly, this all-
India leader is leading the agitation
in my home State against price rise.
One is very happy to see that top-
most leaders of the Congress (I) are
_in the forefront in taking up the
question of price rise, even going to
the extent of organising agitations,
Even if some agitation is organised in
Kerala against price rise. I welcome
it. But against whom? This agitation
against price rise in Kerala hag been
orgamised by this hon, Member of
this House who happens to a Cong-
ress (1) leader also, not against the
Central Government which is prima-
rily responsible for holding the price
line, but against the seven-month-old
State Government in Kerala,

It is a pity that this national issue—
according to Mr. Bhandare, it is a glo-
bal issue—has been reduced to such
levels of politicisation. We, on the
other hand, would like to look at it
from a scientific angle, Why is this
price rise continuing? Here, I would
again differ with my learned friend
Mr Bhandare He said that this is a
global issue. I do not agree with him
on this formulation, Let us compare
ourselves with g neighbour of ours
on the question of inflation. The World
Development  Report, 1987, by the
World Bank states that the average
annual rate of inflation in India du-
ring the period 1980-85 stands at 7.8
per cent whereas it is only 2.4 per
cent in the People’s Republic of
China which achicved liberation after
two years of India achieving indepen-
dence and the country whose €cono-
my and overall shape was worse than
India at the time of achievement of
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liberation, which everybody knows.
1 do not want to quote many figures
in comparison to other socialist coun-
tries or something like that. I have
compared India with a country whose
condition and shape of economic si-
tuation was far worse at the time of
opening its economic life on a new
path. So, thig is not a global pheno-
mena. Thig is a partial global pheno-
mena where the means of production
remain with the exploiting classes,
This point, of course, I do not want 10
elaborate further.
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Now coming to the actual situa-
tion in our country, I would like to
say that in order to save the face, the
Central Govenrment is trying to dab-
ble with Jifferent figures. Even my
learned colleague, Mr, Bhandare, re-
ferred to the insuffciency or inade-
quacy of comparing the  wholesale
price index. Here T would like to men-
tion what the Reserve Bank of India
itself said in its report of 1985-86, It
savs, a disquiet'ng feature of the
price rise, however, was that the de-
celeraton in wholesale prices did not
percolate to consumer prices which
on a point to point basis recorded a
rise of 89 per cent during 198586,
Again the same point when it is fur-
ther elaborated in the report. Simi-
larly the National Council of Avpplied
Econmomics Research in its report sub-
mitted to the Reserve Bank of India
also referred to the same phenomena,

Now I would like to refer to cer-
tain figures placed hefore the other
House bv the hon. Minister of Finance
just to place the gravity and magni-
tude of the problem Rice per kilo in
Delhi cost Rs 350 in Qctober 1984
whereas this has gone to Rs. 4.50 in
Orctobar 1987. Onions. the price in
1984 was Rs. 250 per kg. and it has
gone up to Rs. 6 in October
1987, Fish, per kilo was Rs. 16 in
1984 and now it is Rs. 35. Groundnut
Oil, Rs, 23 per kg in 1984 and it is
Rs 32 per ko now, Now comes the
price of salt T+ was 60 paise per kilo
in 1984 and today it is Rs. 2 per kilo.
Here I am forced to recall the histo-
ric struggle launched by Mahatma
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Gandhi against the Britishers, Salt
satyagraha was undertaken. In the
prescnt situation when the price of
salt 1s going up n such a manner, the
people of this country will be forced
lo take recourse to similar agitation
on the question of salt price increase.
Similarly, the cost of arhar dal in
1984 was Rs. 6.50 per kilo and now
it is Rs. 1035 Potatoes, 1t was Rs
2.50 per kilot 1n 1984, now is Rs. 350
Milk Rs. 450 per kilo in 1984, now
it is PBs. 6. Meat, it wag Rs. 20
per kilo in 1984, now it is Rs, 30.
Sugar cost was Rs. 5.50 per kilo in
1984, now it is Rs 7 per kg. Mustard
oil, Rs 17 per kilo in 1984 and now
it 1s Rs. 29. Similarly, the price of
essential commoditieg has shown an
astronomical increase.

This has been rightly referred to
as a very alarming price situaton.
But there is no signal of this coming
down in the coming days, I do not
know how to describe the further
possible increase in the coming days,
That 1s what agitates my mind,

Sir, as I have to leave some time
for my esteemed colleague, Shri Nir-
mal  Chatterjee, I do not want to
exceed my time. On the one hand we
find the Inflationary trend growing
very fast, on the other hand we find
that the Central Government has
adopted g very cruel attitude in rela-
tion to fixing up the consumer price
index. Recently a proposal has been
made that the base year is going lo
be shifted from 1960 to 1982. Here 1
would like to ask; are you taking in-
to consideration the proposal made
by ths Rath Committee iyy the year
1978-79 regarding arrangement of
consumer price index because that
‘Committee 1n its studies found that
the 1860 series wag faulty at eight
points All responsible trade unions
protested against this and demanded
that the whole thing should be revis-
ed, This point should be taken into
consideration

Again, the Rath Committee recom-
mended that a tripartite committee
should be formed to arrange the mo-
dalitine far fivine the consumer price
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index. The Central Government has
not done that T would like to ask a
pointed question of the Central Gov-
ernment: 1n the alarming price situa-
tion, are you prepared to nationalise
the wholesale trade of essential com-
modities” This is the single question
I would like to ask the Central Gov-
ernment, Again are you prepared to
distribute  essential commodities
through fair price shops? Are you
prepared to sternly deal with black-
marketeers and hoarders? If you can
take these three steps, the spiralling
prices can be controlled to some ex-
tent—only to some extent This is not
a basic solution, Still the poor people
can bencfit 1f at least these three pri-
mary responsibilities are taken by
the Central Government.
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1 am concluding, Sir. Now the
value of rupee ;s going down like
anything. You can only compare the
depreciation of the credibility of the
Central Government to the deprecia-
tion of the value of rupee, Now on
the currency note. you declare that
you are promising to give the sum ot
so and so—whatever 1s the denomi-
nation of the mnote This 1s the pro-
mise given by the Reserve Bank on
behalf of the Central Government.
But this is a naked fraud. The value
of the rupee is a little more than 12
paise, or even less than that, By the
time I complete my speech, it will
depreciate further. When that is the
fact, the Central Government and the
Reserve Bank of India are giving
this false promise “we  promise to
pay the bearer the sum of. ..” This
is very bad on the part of the Cent-
ral Government. I would even like
to request that it is  bettetr for the
Central Government to withdraw that
promise so that at least we can sav
that the Central Government is not
itself practising fraudulent deeds I
hope that considering the serious si-
tuation in our country and considered
the plight of the poor people whose
purchasing power is sagging like
anvthing, the Central Government
will come forward with more mean-
ingful steps rather than ijust giving
fraudulent promises jn this House
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and remaining under the cosy 1llusion

that somethm- will happen which
will save us from the situation,

With these words, I  conclude.

Thank you.

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, I thank you for giving
me an oportus ty te participate in
this important discussion,

Sir, I can see that this whole prob-
lem of management of the economy
during this drought crunch is very
difficult, We have, in this country,
gone on with such ocecasions many
times ang T remember that on one oc-
casion, when the present distingushed
President was the Finance Minister,
a very eleaborate discussion took
place on rmhanagement of the econo-
nomy, whether 1t should be a demand
management or a supply manage-
ment,

Sir, T am not going to spend my
time on quoting various indices,
which were eloquently brought out
by many speakers here and they
have also come out in the press I am
not concerned with the wholesale
price index, which has no relation
whatsoever to the day-to-day living
of the common people. What 1 find is
that the present consumer price in-
dex for industrial workers, with the
yvear 1960 as the base, is 736 points,
and there is a rise, roughly, of 9.5
per cent on a point-to-point basis.
Secondly, along with the consumer
priee indeX, the money value is ero-
ded, roughly, to 66 per cent and I
am vary much surpriseg that this is
so though our iupee has bheen jomned
with a basket of western currencies,
or whatever you call it, I could not
convince myself that the erosion of
the rupee value, which is eating into
the common man’s purchasing power,
has been properly appreciated by the
Government,

., Mr. Finance Minister with due
rrespect to you, T read your reply in

E-
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the Lok Sabha, It didn’t convince
me, Let me be vary fair to you. You
said, “Yes, 1{l.c rupee value has gone
down to 14 or 13.6 paise or something
like {hat, but the per capita intome
has  increased.” What is the rela-
tionship between rupee value and per
capita income? Sir, I know that there
is the constraint of time, but let me
tell you: Per capita income 1s the in-
come of the first, elite, 10 per cent
along with the pauper, the lowest
person in the village This is an
average income, These have got no
relationship whatsoever, ‘“Per capita
income has increased” means, the
elitist classes, the industrialists have
been given more concessions and
more black money is being generated.
That is why there are such figures
which are not correctly giving the
rupee value and its impact on the
masses in this country.

Mr Minister, here I want to bring
to your notice that there are two op-
tions open. Why has the dollar
crashed? It is due to Reaganomies.
Without any consideration whatsoce-
ver, with whatever expertise he has
got, he increased the deficit of the
Government in  trillions, and the
money was spent on Defence, at the
cost of social bencfits to the common
people. And we must take a lesson
out of this—why the dollar has crash-
ed. The entire world is suffering the
tremors of the dollay crash.

Here, Mr. Vice-Chairman, [ find
that rising [Govermment expenditure
is one of the causes—which ig giving
me 3 little bit of anxiety, In 1986-87
the Government had spent about Rs.
85,000 crores, which is 35 per cent of
the GDP, as against 337 and 34.2
per cent

You are increasing by leaps and
5.0(‘)‘,\,1\1. bOUl:ldS the Government expen-

) diture. Then, about deficit fin-

ancing, what i1~ happening in
America is happening in this country om
these grounds The deficit financing was
about Rs 8,255 crores in 1986-87. Your
total deficit celing for the Plan period
has already been exceeded in the  first
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two-and-a—half years So, I think, this is
one of the criteria which need your att-
ention,

Similarly, the rising subsidies. We have
now to say no to something, no to some-
where, no to somebody, Don't give con-
cessions (o every Tom, Dick and Harry
who asks in organised lobby and comes to
the Government. We are begging  for
money for drought. We have already got
about Rs. 600 crores, Rs. 700 crores But
that money costs, Iy is not a gift When
the money costs, it is the duty of the
Government that money is prudently used.

Debt-servicing 1s another aspect of the
whole matter About the debt-servicing, T
have got some figures from the Parliament
Research Section. Between 1982 and
1986 or so, in six and seven years the
debt has increasing by Rs 20,213 crores
plus the IMF loan plus the internal debt
which is a staggering figure. From where
are we going lo pay the 1interest on the
staggering debt?

Then, Sir, T think, the third pount
which calls for your attention is this. The
Reserve Bank Governor has made a men-
tion of it, 1 have got the M-3 figures and
M-2 figures in the Reserve Bank of India
Currency Report. They are still in control.
But control of money supply is one of
the methods and one of the instruments
which is to be adopted.

Sir_ the Centre for Monitoring Econo-
mic Policy which is a group of renowned
ecnomists, has given lucidly only three
points for consideration. The fall in the
agricultural production, the defict finan-
cing and the Government expenditure are
threatening the entire economic structure
of this country. T need not again give be-
cause the Finance Minister is expected to
know and he is a knowledgeable person.
He knows the economics of the country.
But 10 per cent drop in the agricultural
production - this year it is expected to
be 15 per cent - will bring down the
rural income by Rs 9,000 crores, Twenty
five per cent of the small farmers and
two-third. of the landless labour will be
pushed down the poverty line, We have
already brought them above the poverty
line. These are threatening facts, and so,
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I would request the Finance Minister to
look into them.
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Th fall in demand of the industrial
products will runge between Rs 2,000 te
4,000 crores, It means unemployment. it
means problems So I think, Mr Finance
Minster, these are some of the  avenues
which require your attention

What is the way out? I remember Mr.
Venkataraman's speech on that day here.
He says that the need of the hour is to
manage and adopt supply-side economy.
That is still necessary here, that still holds
good Supply-side economy is very much
necessary. The inflation in this country is
cost-push inflation. There are many ex-
perts siiting there who are  economists.
But, Sir, my own thinking is that the cost
-push economy can be only put down by
proper supply side management of the
economy Here 1t is due to low capacity
utilisation

SHRT NIRMAL CHATTERJEE:; Kul-
kainiji, there is one thing. You criticised
the Reagan economic policy. But, per-
haps, you should be told also that the
Reagan economics is precisely character-
ised as supply-side economics. So there is
some confusion of terms

SHRI A G. KULKARNI T anow Re-
agan economics is supply side economics
at the cost of heavy defence expenditure.
Tt does not go to the common man. I am
only for common man, You are taiking
smething about Russian defence expendi-
ture.

On low capacity utilisation and  cost
escalation, the Programme Tmplementing
Ministry has submitted a report wherein
they have pointed out that in 200 pro-
jects the cosat escalation is mot less tham
Rs. 20,000 crores. Don’t take up  new
projects for heavens’ sake. We do not
have money. We go on announcing new
projects only for political purposes. We
put up, what you call it, the foundation-
stone of this and that. T remember some
15 years back we had put up the found-
ation-stone for some steel plant, nething
is there except the land. So far heaven's
sake let us not politicise the cost eseala-
tion in the public sector.
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I am going hurriedly becaus I know
that you are very much short of time.
Regarding improving the productivity, a
great thrust is necessary 1n the economic
policy, planning priorities of the Govern-
ment in the conung two years. Leave as-
ide production of luxury items which are
consumned by 10 per cent elite like poly-
ester yarn, polyester cloth and powder.
I cannot even remember the names of
the powder because I have not used them.
The items which are consumed by the
cutist have not only to be stopped but
put down and put back and consumer
items, essential commodities have to be
given maximum priority.

Another thing is control on  adminis-
tered prices. Some of my friends from
the other side spoke about administered
prices To my knowledge, if I am wrong.
perhaps the Finance Minister can correct
me. the increase in adminstered prices is
responsible for one-third of the inflation
in this country. You are increasing the
administered prices because you want to
meet the demand of the wages, because of
the inefficiency of the administration, be-
causg of the corruption in the public sec-
tor and the private sector. Sq all these
things are adding whereby the administ-
ered prices are getting increased. This is
hurting the poor man of this country, It
is not a laissez-faire economy that we
should adopt. Supply side economics
should go in with all its relevant ramifica.
tions and parameters everywhere

Now, 1 want to read something so that
I may not quote wrongly. Our prime focus
must be to raise the income levels of the
people particularly of those who are
living below the poverty line. Such an
effort has to be compiemented by a propor-
tionate, if not higher, increase in the pro-
duction what they would spend  thewr
incomes on. The pursuit of these objec-
tives on efficiency in the allocation and
wse of resources would provide the best
safeguard against inflation

My last point which is in my orignal

speech is about black money T have
written to the Minister various letters,
particularlv a letter wherein I have

pointed out about begging for money from
foreign countries We are giving conces-
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stons to varlous industrialists in this coun-
try. I do pot want{ to name them, It is
wrong on my part if 1 do so. Bul, at the
same time, I would draw your ottention
that the market 15 flooded with rumours
that the Government 1s mn league with
the people who deal i black money to
subvert bureaucracy, to subvert demo-
cracy. I am not against one person or
another, You hang all of them at Yijay
Chowk, I don’t mind. But the point is the
credibility of the Government-the last per-
son 1n the village who 1s gowng to vote
us to power back 15 at stake. And w2 aie
being much maligned for showing our
soft options towards the industrialists and
about black money, This is not an occa-
ston to speak on black money. Our
friends have stated about the public dis-
tribution system. Yesterday, there was a
national level meeting of some political
party and one of my friends had come
there. That frind is a very leading aclive
worker from Bombay. I asked him, “you
are agitating for price rise with those
pins etc, T have gone through the vil-
lages I say where the Gram Panchayat
chief belongs to opposite political party,
do you mean to say that the public dis-
tribution system works properly?’ He
sald, that is also right, Then I said, “why
blame Congresswalas?” Every  political
parly is taking benefit of the shortage. I
asked a friend of mine yesterday. I want
to say, this is one of the aspects which
has got to be gone into. The pub-
lic distribution system is being abused
by political workers Even though  Mr.
H. K. L. Bhagat may say, he has increa-
sed so many shops, actually. there is an
abuse of public distribution system, abuse
of employment guarantee scheme and
vartous State Government reports have
come where they have very tersely criti-
cised the adminstration of these instru-
ments which really should help  poor
people. Sir, as a party man, T was asked
to visit the villages. T have visited., I have
made a report to my party general secret-
ary. giving names of shops where such
things are happening in my district only.
Y canot go all over India. 1 have gone
there and T found that the public distri-
bution system is 60 to 70 percent a fraud.
Up to 20 per cent, some poor mar must
be getting things and God alone knows
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why they are getting such things, What
I have submitted to you is the supply
side economy, the administered prices, the
deficit finpancing, indebtedness to other co-
untries, the debt servicing and all these
aspects are not only to be looked into
but are to be monitored on an hour-to—
hour basis and the last point which [
menitoned to you is about black money
which is actually hurting your economy.
A vparalle! economy is being worked in
this country and the party name is
being abused by these industrialists, who
play havoc with the bureaucracy and poli-
ticians. Thank you (Interruptions).

SHRI NIRMAL CHATERIEE, Are you
coming to our fold? Will you join us?
- AT

SHRI A, G. KULKARNI: My party
has got enough democracy. They do not
want to push me to that side, They wo-
uld like me to stay with them and there
is no possibility of my joining that side.

SHRI RENUKA CHOWDHURY
(Andhra Pradesh); Mr, Vice-Chairman,
Sir, while T would like to associate with
all my learned colleagues for what they
have spoken on the price rise of consu-
me1 items in terms of economic  para-
meters, while I land them for using their
experience and their knowledge on the
subject of economic parameters of why
the prices have gone up and how it is
going to affect us economically as a
country and macro-economically in terms
of international economics etc. I rise to
1epresent the millions of women in this
country who are responsible for feeding
their homes. T speak from a humanitarian
angle and I want to draw your atitention,
as an educated house-wife, what  price
rise in this country means to us directly,
without going into the elaborations of
this particular asepct in our country
today.

[The Vice-Chairmap (Sbri H. Hanuman-
thappa) in the Chair)

I do not think India has even been
at this worst level, morally, emotionally,
financially and economically and nature
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ba. also been so cruel to us in this year
that I cannot help but sound terribly pessi-
mistic about it. Now, while I am on this,
much has been said abour public distribu.
tion system, Public distribution  system
will come back to the States. The ball is
going to be pushed into the States’ court.
But, in order tg have an effective public
distribution system, as earlier a colleague
of mine has spoken, it has to franscend
party limits. It is a common problem be-
cause unless the Centre feeds the States,
we cannot feed our people. We cannot
view it as a State subject because it is the
Governments that are responsible  for
feeding the nation, Price rise is affecting
our nation. All of us have to have a coll-’
ective responsibility, To make an effective
public distribution, the supplies have {0
come from the Centre. Naturally, when
the subject of the Centre feeding the
States comes then the question of buffer
stocks arise. The buffer stock carried so
far, is a laudable effort. But T Liave a
hunch that maybe, the wheat stock is
enough. I would like the Minister to
clarify whether we have enough rice. Do
we have enovgh rice to meet the needs
of the rice-eating people of this country?
Also, should, God forbid God forbid that
nature repeat its act on this country, again
next year, what are we going to do for
procuring our buffer stocks? The Govern-
ment itself has laid down the price, some-
thing to the tune of Rs. 173 or »0  for
wheat and similarly for rice and  has
called them as bonuses, remuneralive
prices to the farmers, What i the price
that is being paid to the farmers? Therc is
a yawning gap between that and the retail
price that it is being sold at. So, this has
to be taken into consideration if you want
a realistic image of trying to control
price rise. This is a vital point that must
be considered. There are middlemen. Even
in this field, there are middlemen between
wholesale and retail Tt is a point of which
we need public consciousness An  hon.
Member spoke of voluntary agencies of
women It is not a women's problem, You
men are bringing home the pay packets
and within your pay packets, you expect
to be fed. So it i1s not just our problem
as women It is men who are to be res-
ponsible. Go and stand in the ration
quene and then only vou will appréciate
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what the woman does, We are better fin-

ancial managers. There are touts belween
the 1etail market and the home of the
bousewife. This should be taken cognizance
of. We cannot just go on harping on
‘the poor people’ We cannot go on talking
of ‘roti, kapda aur makaan for the
poor’. The middle class is equally affec-
ted, It s worse aflected because it  has
a soclo-economic status which it has to
maintain. It 15 unable to do 1t because of
the continuous price rise in every field
that we aie surrounded by.

- N\

SHRI A. G KULKARNI: The money

comes from the partner of the lady.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR} H.

HANUMANTHAPPA): She has already

said that She has acknowledged that.

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY:
We are freated as unskilled labour, We
are always on a temporary basis, not
even a permanent job for us, because to-
motrow we have to commit ‘sati’,

(Interruption)
d 5w 0T Tgar g F FeAr

FrgAr g | So. that needs consumer
awareness. It has to come at the national
level to fight for gquality and price. We
have to get value worth our
money. Otherwise it negates it. It
becomes involuted 1T had asked the Min-
ister to give me his projections regarding
wheat and rice requirements We cannot
be complacent that we as a nation are
very stable today in tackling inflation as
compared to thc West or Japan where the
stock-market has crashed apnd  recession
is sefting in a big way we cannot
afford to be complacent. Firstly,  don’t
compare the size of our nation to the size
of other nations, We have a lot more
mouths to feed. We cannot sit back and re-
lax saying that we as a nation are much
better off today, What about tomorrow?
And we are not doing very well  today
either. T am really depressed that wo
are taking solace, that we are searching
within ourselves, we are patting ourselves,
that the international market has worsened
and hence we are better off today. Tt is
the most ridiculous comparison that anyone
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Member quoted regarding sugar price. The
internatonal sugar price 1s much lower
than the regional local, sugar price, the
price of sugar that we produce. Why 13
it so? Is it more economical for us to
import sugar at that cost and then supply
it in open market than to produce our
own sugar? We are also mmporting alcohol
giving concessions 1n import duties while
we have enough number of units which
are going in glut in certain State; because
of mproper taxing policy. Therefore, ta-
king all these factors into consideration
we cannot view the 1ising price index in
isolation of all other aspects of develop-
ment in our country, By this I mean if the
price rise continues like this our national
health programme will suffer, we cannot
provide a nutritionally  balanced food
which 1n turn is going to result in mal-
nutrition of our masses and there will
be an outbreak of epidemic all gver. When
that happens I do not know whether the
Human Resources Ministry or anybody
else can come forward and do anything
about it It is indeed a pathetic situation.
Most of us read in the newspapers daily.
almost everyday, that at such and such
a place a family has committed suicide—
husband and wife throw their children
into a well or husband and wife kill
their children and hang themselves be-
cause they could not feed their children
and themselves. This is shameful; it is
humiliation of the human spirit. After
forty years of independence we still only
make tall claims of what we have ach-
ived as a nation, T hold all of us, every
party, responsible for this pathetic state of
affairs. We shamelessly go to the poor
man in every corner and beg for  Tis
vote and he, in his uneducated unaware-
ness, votes for us repeatedly in the hope
that he will be fed at least now in this
independent India. But we have failed to
reach that target even today, What is
worse, we are going backwards This is
the crux of the price rise. It is very well
to superimpose it with legal parameters,
economic parameters, in black and white.
talk about this and that, appoint this com-
mission or that commission, Tet us try
to comprehend in a vision. in a much
broader vigion, what it means to this
" nation If prices rise of basic essential
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commodities like edible oils which is your
source of Vitamins A to E, your pulses,
your  cereals, carbohydrates, pio-
tewn, egg, mulk, and so on, which are so
much needed for developing a better gene-
ration, a better people, for the nation
of tomorrow, the generation which is
gomg to inher’t us. Whether our  child
shall inherit this earth or inherit the atom
bomb, much depends upon the price that
you are willing to pay; it depends upon
the budget sanctions that you are willing
to make, it depends upon how you want
to develop the nation and solve your
roti, kapada aur makan With these words
T thank you for giving me a  patient
hearing

SHRI CHIMANBHAI MEHTA (Guj-
arat): Mr. Vice-Chairman, the question of
price sitmation is one of the most sensitive
issues today in our country, next only (o
the drought situation. Therefore, no one
can afford to moke it a patrisan or nar-
row political issue. At the Centre the Gov-
ernment is of the Congress: in the States
the Opposition is also ruling.
They, Opposition Government do have a
role to play for holding the price line to
some extent though not to a great extent.

But we cannot look at the whole issue
in isolation. This is also relaled to the
world phenomena  This background of
world phenomena should not be utilized
for the justification of the price rise here.
Tt is just to understand how the prices are
tising elsewhere and whether we can learn
something from those countries, Now, if
the inflation is not checked in time, where
will it lead to? There is a small book
published by the Tatas which has given
some important figures relating to infla-
tion. They have said that between 1981
and 1984, the annual rate of increase of
consume: prices in Tndia was 10.2 per
cent, in Brazil it was 120 per cent, in
Iran it was 19 per cent; in Italy it was
16 per cent; in Mexico it was 6} per
cent; in Sri Lanka it was 15 per cent’
in the UK. it was 7 per cent; and, in

the USA, it was 6 per cent. For
the USSR, they have not given the
figures.

" These figures relate to the thind w.auld
countries and also the capitalist countries.

"So. in some countries inflation is 1unning

at a great speed and you ice that
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s« a great speed and you will see that it
has something to do with the political con-
ditions there. Wherever there is a higher
rate of inflation and the speed of infla-
tion is greater, there is also a political
instabiltiy which occurs. In India, it is
10 per cent during the four years that
they have mentioned and afterwards it
might have gone a little bit above that.
This is causing a lot of worries to us
about the stability to our political and

social order Of course, we arz  much
better compared to Mexico and Brazil.
But we cannot compare ourselves with

them. Look at the USA. They have
crashed. The shares have gone down and
then went down so much that compared
to India’s national income it was three
times more and the shares came down,
tumbled down, like that. Therefore, even
a one-per-cent rise in inflation makes a
lot of difference, So, how to minimise
our inflation rate is the real problem now.

I am sorry, Sir, because once again I
have to resort to some statigtics given in
the same book which are authentic. Now,
inflation also has something fo do with
tax evasion and tax policies, and it has
much to do with economic development.
Tax evasion has ocurred in our country.
Of course. there cannot be any officlal
figures But these figures are based om
the experts' investigative journalism, Ome
is by Dr. Vito Tanzi who has published
an article in the IMF “Finance and Deve-
lopment”, December 1983, and the othe:
is the Report of the National Inslitute of
Public Finance and Policy, published in
March 1985 in Tndia. Tax cvasion in
Tndia from 18 to 21 per cent of the GNP
which means almost the total amount of
our Central Budget, This is the tax
evasion; Tn Australia, it is 11 per cent;
then in Finland it is 7 per cent; in Italy,
it is 10 to 20 per cent. There is varies
because there is no authentic figure and
different experts have given dfffcrer_xt
figures on the basis of their own investi-
gation and methods of research, In.the
UK itis 2 to 7 per cent. In Japan it is
4 per cent. In the USA it is 6 to 22 per
cent In the USSR, a socialist country,
the evasion is there up to 10 per cent.
But in India it is fairly high: 18.to 21
per cent. Now such a tax evasion is



303 Short Duration

Discussion
{Shri Chimanbhai Mehta)

bound to generate a parallel economy and
black money. And with the black money,
with such huge, immense resources in the
hands of these people, they can buy the
bureacracy. the politicians, political par-
ties, wholesale also  Theiefore, one has
to loch how instability arises.

Sir, T was recently studying ubout in-
direct taxation, particularly about the
textile industry, because more than 2 lakh
workers got unemployved due to closure of
mills in the textile sector a job, a trade
we have been performing for canturies
and we have been exporting textiles in
the world. And now smuggled cloth is
coming, hitting our industry and.

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO
(Jammu and Kashmir); Worth Rs. 3000
clores!

SHRI CHIMANBHAIT MEHTA: Yes,
I am coming to that. T don’t think that
polyester is elitist cloth, Nn, Sir, Tt may
look silky. It is three times more durable.
It does not take so much of soap or
powder; washing can be done easily. The
lower middle class and people in the vil-
lages are also using it, Thercfore, the
Government of India in the Seventh and
Fighth Plans made high projections for
polyester that have surpassed targets in
certain respects. The polyester  filament
production has come to such a gtage that
unfess we export the same, the industry
may collapse. The whole handling i
being done in such manner.

Indirect taxation collection which was
just Rs 30 ciores when initiated is more
than Rs. 20,000 crores today. If you
look at the whole thing, that means it has
qone up 700 times. Then, take the admin-
istered prices. After having taxed so
much, we also got panicky...(Time bell
rings) I was making a study recently
about polyester filament yarn, Tt is a
technical problem. T do not want to fake
your time on this. T will give one exam-
ple. The actual cost of production .of
DMT, basic raw material with Indian
technology is Rs. 32. It is sold in the
market at Rs. 144 to Rs. 147 per kg
whole sale price—almost five times.

If you permit me, T will take a little
mote time because 1 am talking about
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very important things. Generally, 1 never
ask for time,
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There is the hidden tax. The hidden
tax goes into it, because when you import
a plant to manufacture DMT or PTA,
the plant that can be erected at a cost of
Rs. 50 crores in overseas is erzcted at Rs.
150 crores in India. ‘The customs duty
make jt like this. Take steel. Take
cement. These are three times high cost
inputs in our country. The interest rate
oveiseas is 8 per cent. We gharge inte-
rest at the 1ate of 15 per cent, Thzefore,
the basic capital cost becomes vaiy high.
Then comes the cost of basic raw mate-
rials  Now, Naphtha is a Government
manufactured product Tt is available at
50 per cen‘ less price in overseas markets.
Our electricity rates are three times higher
than the overseas rates Our fuel cost is
double or more than double compared to
other countries. With this high capital
and input ratio we are producing D M.T.
and P.T.A. Then we produce the polys-
ter filament yarn a raw material for final
product ‘The real cost is Rs. 32-. We
We have to add Rs, 18- for high capital
cost structure and input prices, Tt comes

to Rs. 50-. On that, there is a duty of
Rs. 84]- per kilogram. On the goods
worth Rs, 32|, you impose an excise
duty of Rs. 84~ Alter that

comes sales tax. Had it been sold in the
market at Rs. 32]-, then the wholesaler's
profit would have been Rs. 5)-, After
adding the sales-tax at 4 per cent, it would
have been Rs. 36]-. T have calculated that
out of Rs. 147)- the real cost is Rs, 32)-
plus wholesaler’s profit, it would have
been Rs. 38/-. Out of Rs. 115)-, Rs. 8-
or Rs 9]- you take profit and rest Rs.
106 /- are Government and semi-Govern-
ment taxes, Since this is my Government,
the Government of India—it does not
matter whether it is Fanata Government,
Congres Government or any other Govern-
ment T will be mild. Had therc been
Britishers, 1 would have sald that they
are plundering our country. This is not
the way of handling the economy, You
invite smugeling You sell at such a
high cost. Then international smuggling
comes in, There is smuggling of 200
crore metres worth Rs. 3000 crores. 1
want to foget that. But you are making
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your woikers unemployed. lheie are 2
lakh workers in the textile sector who are

unemployed, They are starving and
dymg. T want 1eplies for all these
things. I have written to Ministers. T

have been writing for the [ast 5 years. If
you can’t ieduce taxation, destroy the
goods that are coming so that no shop
can sell them. They don’t do that also.
Tt might be said that somebody is influenc-
ing. Some smugglers may be having in-
fluence In Gujarat, some bootleggers are
forcing the Government to insist on pro-

hibition. I do not want to level any
charges, This is a very heart-burning
story. The bureacrats don’t want to

understand it. The hon. Minister does not
have the time to go into the details of
these questions. That is about textiles. You
say how can you lose Rs. 1400 crores of
excise duty. But you are losing Rs 3000
croies worth of foreign exchange and 2
lakh workers are out of employment Is
this the way to handle economy? Thtrefore,
1 say, you study minutely the indirect taxa-
tion, I do not want the Government to
lose Rs. 1400 crores at all. You can pro-
duce the cloth at a cheaper rate here
after tax review. That will Lring more
employment, that will give you more re-
venue in sales tax, income-tax, etc  Sir,
Indian textile is exportable. Wpe can ex-
port, Today polyester filament can be
exported and it is being exported. Polyes-
ter fibre is being exported. Who thought
of such things some time back? What is
to be expoited, we are mnot exporting.
Make it exportable. And this is the way
to bring down the prices. This is the
only one example that T have given of the
textiles. There are ijnnumerable number
of them. T have not been able to study
them because I am dealing with the tex-
tiles T am a trade union worker. From
that angle, [ have to go deep into it.
Therefore, I brought out one aspect. .

SHRI B. K, GADHVT: Tt has also got

cotton component...

SHRI CHIMANBHAI MEHTA: Cot-
ton can be exported throughout the world.
We are not doing it because once you
export the cotton. the prices shoot up im-
mediately here and the mills are affected.
Neither you are understanding the prob-
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lem of cotton nor of polyester fibre nor
of polyester filament. This is the whole
trouble with you. You talk of dest when
I talk of vides:. And when I talk of
videsi, you just come out as a patriot and
talk of swadesi, This is not the way to
deal with the issue.

Now rupee value is going down, as
everybody says. Today it is worlh one
paise compared to the price that was in
1947. Of course, compared to Mexico,
Italy, Iran and Egypt, we are better off.
But if the rupee value goes down like this,
then we will suffer terribly. Now., West
Bengal fiiends are not there. Mr. Nirmal
Chatterjeec is there. I know he is enjoy-
ing at the moment. (Interruptions) 1 am
saying how the bureaciacy and the Gov-
ernments are handling the economy,

[The Vice-Chairman, (Shri Mostafa Bin

Quasem) in the Chair]

Sir, this morning T was reading “com-

merce” weekly. There they have given a .

figures about the West Bengal sick indus-
tries; where eight workers can be employ-
ed, they are employing 25 workeis. Of
course unemployment should not be there.
But ultimately the burden goes on to
whom? They have given the example of
dozens of industries where thers is much
more staffine. there is obsolete machinery
and mno proper management. I do mnot
blame only the Congress Government.
This is the national characteristic. There-
fore, T am not saying that alon:. Had
there been a Janata Government at the
Centre or any other Government, 1 would
have said the same thing. But here, we
as Indians. have not under-
stood the wurgency of the situation.
Still we go by routine bureaucratic handl-
ing. Ministers are not able to do studies.
T do not know whether Kanhai Bhatta-
charya belongs to the Left Government
Ministry in West Bengal. He is an ex-
Minister of Tndustry. Tt was mentioned
that when he said that the obsolete indus-
tries which are losing Rs. 20 crores per
year—for a State Government, it is a
sizeable amount—shonld be sold to the
private industrialists, then immediately a
dogmatist view came up saying that we
are going to privatise industry. Now the
State sector means inefficiency in  cer-

!

1
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tain cases. How long do we want to be
dogmatic? If the Government says some-
thing, you say. oh’, you are selling your
interests to the foreign nations, and liber-
alism is not permitted, Now the whole
thing has to be looked into concietely.
China has become much more liberal in
that respect. I do not want you to say
thal. You initiate them, They are dis-
cussing national economy. They have
found out their own concrete way. We
might also go liberal. We must find out
aur own way. Today the NTC has lost
more than one thousand crores this year.
Demand is for greater nationalisation of
other closed textiles mills There are 127
mills which are closed. Recently I had
requested Mirdhaji to come owt with a
proposal that workers should run these
mills on a cooperative basis and State
Government should give the aid. That
proposal was put before all the trade
union leaders, My trade union was also
there. They all rejected. They said, no
no, State must run them. When the wor-
kers are being offered indusfry and the
State is going to assist financially, they
did not discuss anything in concrete. Just
outright rejection, it cannot be run in a
co-operative manner, they should not
shoulder responsibility, that is what they
said.

When indirect assistance comes to
Rs. 20,000 crores, T am also forced to
shout here. It i3 an overall phenomena
I am saying that everybody want to be-
have. T am sorry, including myself, T
would like to put it in that way, irrespon-
sibly. Some sobriety we have to incul-
cate, Otherwise we all would be suffer-
ing and, therefore, T would request the
hon. Minister to call a meeting of politi-
cal leaders, tiade union leaders and bring
all these people together and see how such,
huge expenditure can be reduced.

Then, our defence expenditure is also
mounting. We do not know how much.
moie it will go up in future and we gene-
rally do not diséuss defence budgets But
the time may come when we have to dis-
cuss all these issues.

Money supply has gone up more than
100 times. Internal public debt since
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1965 has gone up by 16 times. The
wholesale price index between 1900 and
1947 has risen by 250 per cent, between
two wars, the first world war and the
second world war, and mind well, it in-
creased by two and a half times only, but
between 1947 and 1987. in four decades it
has increased by 1000 per cent ie, 10
times, We should look info it and see
how we are manning the whole economy
(Time bell rings).

It has been said that this tax evasion
is corrupting our system. In 1964 the
World Bank made a sutdy and they said
that in India 7.3 per cent of the national
income is taken as bribe. Such a huge
amount. Now they have concluded that
the fizme must have gone up to 10 per
cent of the Gross National Product, ie.,
22,000 crore rupees per annum as bribes,
pay-offs and kickbacks. At that time in
1964 they worked out that corruption in
public investment was of the order of Rs.
36 crores, imports, Rs, 1,000 crores, con-
trolled commodities Rs, 310 crores, credit
rationing Rs. 40 crores and Railways
Rs 60 crores, Now, everything is going up
in this direction. 8o, the most important
thing is to bring a sense of urgency and
patriotism in it. This issue ig not to be
debated as if some rivals are discussing
and the aim is to score  debating

poiats,

T have the highest regard for Mr, Jyoti
Basu and Namboodiripad. He is a very
pragmatic person and a great potriot of our
country. But other are also there and
they there in the Central Government also.
They are also to be respected. We are not
to doubt their bona fides. Let us come 1o
some concrete points. Why, N. D. Tiwari
was a freedom fighter since his student
days and he has suffered imprisonment.
Many of them have suffered, Let us come
to some conclusion as to how to handle the
economy, not by dogmatic theories but
through some pragmatism and looking at
the best interests of the country 1 think
the immediate task is to hold the priceline
and bring down the prices. For that, pre-
vious speakers have given good suggestions
and T support all of them.

T know T have taken a littl> more time.
Thank von
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t w@E AT (AN
Iqgarerw Y, g g favmig A
w7 % fF 43 75T g7 wiaA Al
¥ TFsAT AN 4 wee F g TN
FTEAAY A A AR of7 Ao
g w3 dfeT g 7 qex feafy,
dan 27 @ sanafl afr & =
¥ frgezs 7 o A ¥ wds
T & IIT a1 Mea I Ffedr
F FIT 93 @ & Afpq =gl #
Fafaat fags ¥ w17 W /)
g1t 337 A T FIAT F OFTAT
qUAT FATAT Y Q' T Fa7 drfed
¥ I 93 W § Awx Fay fame
FFE A W 1 arnag g i g
FIMATT FAFT AGTT 9 ET §
aTRT B AT 7 AP owAT § fw
zg wAT (07 AFWE w7 oAqG F@A
faat fafwa EI 98 a9 fs gm0
g5 F AIF waTAF qT ¥ W
Iq & & AW wig & fexfr F
qfeferfy ®ove off aftr @ o
¥ 7gfy S AT T FTRA H
qafer 92T IF AT ¥ AfHT AT
T B 7 g3 WL FF F FW
fafqt 4T A F{ §F "@gE F
% ¥t @fas afg faad o I
fogfy & A F@ & 57 wA<C
gw fraat & ff g5 AT AwF 7
grF & Q1 fRAY Azy w0 ward
gafar & g9 3730 937 &7 NI
@ 3w w7 zafed eamnfas =
¥ TF Wegry WTAF gFAE FT W
aw widw ) dfeq o oag Aw g fw
dgne & & aF For  faed
fafgt 2° o8 7F FTU @ oAHAl
& Afp oF W@ Fwr 38 A8
gers & wfastw FTOT A AT
fafer 2, faegeya #7 axwm 1w
£if37 & MNT N AT TFET 7 TF
gTq &% g 9¥7 ag & f¥ am
7z AWET TAWYEs
o7 fafea w10 #1 gL R W
qarg At faar § gava fxar 65
A7 § UF T AT A OFL |
% 24 18 mofa ad & afew
yax gex feafa ax fdam o sraar
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fax 7 7% ;T N9T 7 FH TA
FOST a0 qqg 7 0F T WoOT
T F7OTW IFIT FT qrOOT [, J7
g7 gFT AT ATTRIT NGwrA F
g g wgms 9T fAgam @ a%
asd 21 AgmE F T Fr AT
w3y Afgs F1E e Fq § a7 9
T FLRIT AT 1 FAF sygedr
F 1 F@ A fqawr N7 @,
ggaid & TF qu A FEAT A
NFA &, AT AICTDT A FHC AT
HIC TOATH g%, 37 GAT THT eI
# FIT AFIX €T T FEY 2
FIAT AT AT STAEAT Y faFwiT
gt a7 ywiafaw eaazar Ay
frsry 38 wwr gvAr faifga
TAA FT GH qgrAT HFW IAMA
qas [F oxFeqr FT AR F
g g F warew IW OF I
frat #Y =7 o § wgwy A g fw
M oad ¥ Fw F i Aqgd
F1 FqT qgar & zafay W Fady
FAT qEAT 93A F O qANgL @
FIT TEN G FAAT FGAT AL BN
eI I R @ @ & 1 "Ewd
¥ FRT AT BT FaX  qgrAr
ATALAF &7 QAET & AR 99 HrH7-
Far 1 Qi 20 FT 79 gFS, F@F
Y A g1 for vy v 7 Aewrdr
fafaa =egai 1 =iay safd «@
W@ ¥ ) sElET wgwrE w7 a4y 4%
@ Awre g fafwa w=gAt ¥
a3y gias gy A€ grAr 3 I 337
AER AT 7g I EF ATHRT TN
fe w7 & w9 "T FA 9L qF
fedt Y awwrd fafeq a=qui &
g &ty wo aFw A £ o 97
T 2t 1 gk W Wy g
fafag aegat =7 awa ¥ 3fF s
T FT T T AEIE & 7] IF #Y
TR FAY T8 b qad) | gafae
Tt wggs F saAT 7 T 9w fF
qEIT 1T T ESAFT @ {3 F orer
A T A2 qF g faina
FEGHT A AT TFIN I A7 T8}
FIT | REME FT GHE AT Ty B
qf qe 93 #w@r @ a9 ofeam @
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qfgar w38 9g¥  WIT HITATGE
g4 4T FA wWET & | W OH
oy Wefl FY ofi T8 TH F1 G gaqTe
FHT  Afgy 1 AleR gwimaw
0ar FAAT Ag g1 T@r § | qwwfrw
g9 ¥ a1 #OA g2 @ A w1 I8
T gET, HYWE 1B, WemE H
gRMR K udr feafs § &
gHTU EW gemwiag giesfaw ngraal
9T &Sl wAT SIAE FT W 8
qEWMS FT AT F AT DX FUS
@ M F HHA TG wGAT FI
4% WIRET, QRIAT SAF AT 9T
#WtT wwF (Tgwar g | wEmE wi T
FIW F @] GUFR FTE QAT WERRT
ot RETE AERET WAL AT F T AV 9a7
w8 whal F1 o vra faerl AR 5
fag T q& AgiER & M ST H gHU
TE4 gg QU1 IEAF wrs Fr Ia
swara®  foofg § s & 7O9
SATHS FY HEEST T IR G R PN
A aT fquig feur 3 fFE 72 9
AT FEY v fauig fwar & s
L oga T ¥ Peaar @ U, fEAwT
. 5T gw  §=T oo fREd e
g & WA Frr wo" gfardy w7
F® wamal (490 3 | W W7
g ¥ fratar @ sge a3 SsawdiE
/Y Tw Ol WY wmaway e @
fag® qF A F=F AW FT SGEF
FE AIE T IR AT T GIET W
gad HT ATEF A1 AL AGIA &
% zm o foadid | SORE W
off wimor gar @ Sowar #7 of
YT gar § T g5 A §F AT
Bl &7 g @A TN AT AT
2 | ST 0 el FT AEA HT TAH
FEr T FE § ATTTH FLAT GIAT |
qARAY F fwa F7 IR GARAT
FT W a9 fawar WX g@w A
HUGAT 1 9 FT I WTEWA &Y
Bar & | 9o fewm ulwmw d
IERT g AT fgeEgar UL AEw
e g f& ag ¥9 =8 @l
qFT | gEF g ¥ Y WU g
§ oae) AR ¥ fATHT §IFR OF
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THT FIGH w0 e sfawraode
aeqq st freator g0 98 397 & fau
AT TR T HT AW, G147 05 {5,
AEST BT O9 fawd & forg arac §
¥ AT A FT IW RSy F A
F1 WA 97 T AV AW FT
6 00 p m. fauago Fiez TIAGR FIT ¢
f aa ot 3@ fava waT T,
gad faaar @at myar M fegd ux
FAT AT TET, THETFR F) SqGETT HAT
o &Y I WEw 49 @19 &y
quTAAT §, WA &Y A% W OF
i@+ w e fedt § Ay
S gAR WRR ®R §IT QT @
AR I AT FIGA fRFAT AT
T T | 3T AHY TN FEE § F@
arg ®IAT agAy | -

g7 H gW A7 ww € f¥
FIGT T FLA JET FT T GTRL
YA ¥ FRATY @& o e 3, 7 5
s aF fad s@ TG T w
FIAAE TIT A GTHT gAY wEr g
zxl@e OF A FH 4/ FEAQ
Tt 9 Y SEIE W gqY 6N
qFar faw<w gwrsy F7 ofaw wfsg-
mel §9RT, T § §W WE W 9
frgaor ®% @5 §1 w93 AW wrfww
¥ AW FAM gF  SgATIvEE  qd
gl aR gw fadfaa g =i woia
qET W AT @ Ay wgwe  vigd
faertl 1 @y fagror smsh FY wEg
FATT F AT HZAT AW § AT
FLAT Fgg Ffea & 1 WA & IR-
Afe 8 @2 Tww wEw § 0 fear

T AYETR g qF F91 FY & ag=ar
grrm‘c:m F AR F AT 2 )
qy A F1Et f Lafaa T F AT
FE TG T 5 ®TH W2y kT
IEE FE AN AT UFW7 9T A,
faax #T why § | T gow few
wdadfty T famuwe sfger <@ar
afafaat w1 fanin &2 Tifs a0
e ww # fageor g oaar @ I
g faarr sy gsy &1 fafegg s &
gafas faacwr govely #1 owe
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W@ e ! zEw AF ¥ ORT AR
IAT N T | gy FEAr FEAT )

soeg ¥, & 1 Foe H wgmd
% e FT a+a, @1 8 a8 fafaare
g 3 | TF W FT 49T AT IAF0
qfemiw gw g W@ & | A FrEr
awz &a1 31 gz ar faw gl A Fg
qar qraw, Farar Sfax o adr 2
FfFa § fag wdfl o & Fger o
%7 JE fw AE F g F HRO
fafra mgmd & wew & wfrow 71
@FT FAT IAFT TR AT TG
BT A1E & g9Z FT T BEHET F1E
W AT TEGT AGAA FT T4
FT F[ faMT FT G g !

gagATERy o1, UEry gweE
agnr wr g 1 fawm wadifas wdr
{1 sl wvar @ 5 wareg
@ & osF it wedl wEEl F
FOO gHT § AMGr & d1 Iq GFS
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FT USE GHE ITMHT HIA HITHT
3q fesagrdr & gaw & Far g )

g UHT §HT AT & | I UW-

fifaw a9 & adr v [
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI MOS-

TAFA BIN QUASEM): Further discussion
will continue, The House stands adjourned
till 11 O’clock tomorrow.

The House then adjourned at
five minutes past six of the clock
till eleven of the clock on Tues-
day, the 24th Novembar, 1987.



