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so far been taken to implement the 
recommendations of the Man Singh Committee 
Report? 

SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA: A number of 
committees have gone into this problem as to  
how the      flood situation in the Damodar  area 
could be handled, and the problem is very 
complicated and varied. The natural flood  
plains     through     which      the drainage 
should take place have been encroached     
upon; a lot of unauthorised   encroachments     
have       taken place there and the    State 
Government    is    not able to control    these 
constructions with the    result it has not been 
possible to avert the  problem. Now, flood, 
irrigation, these are  State subjects  and, as I 
said, if the Government of West Bengal has any 
proposal for construction pf dams or controlling 
flood in the     Damodar area we would 
certainly consider it". A scheme costing about 
Rs. 14 crores is being     examined in that    
respect and we would  see that it is imple-
mented at the earliest. 
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SHRI VISHVJIT PRITHVIJ7T SINGH: 
Mr. Chairman, Sir, it all very well to talk in 
terms of drought when it comes. But I would 
Hike to know from the hon. Minister what 
kind of apparatus he has set up for Prediction 
of what is going to happen. We have had 
drought now. This is the third consecutive 
year. There are predictions that we are going 
to have drought next year and the year after 
that, of course on a lesser scale. Certain 
predictions are already there. I would like to 
know from the hon. Minister what is going to 
be done about the future? Are we making any 
provision for the future? Have we got any 
steps under way? Have we commissioned any 
steps? Have we got access to international 
reports? What is going to be our attitude 
towards the future? 

SHRl SUKH RAM: Sir, I am not aware 
about any scientific method which can 
forecast with any great accuracy that drought 
is going to occur in future after so many 
years. What we have planned and what we 
are doing is  that we have provided sufficient 
assistance to the State Governments, as I said 
earlier, for construction of medium and 
major irrigation schemes and minor irrigation 
schemes, so that agriculture becomes less 
dependent on the vagaries of nature. 

SHRI K. MOHANAN: Sir, regarding the 
agriculture sector in his reply the Minister 
has mentioned about the loss in 'kharif 
production and the steps taken to offset this 
loss 
in the 'rabi' production. But, Sir, in a State 
like Kerala, the problem is extremely 
different. Sixty per cent 

of our agricultural produciion is money crops. 
The after-effect of money crops due to 
continuous drought for the last seven years will 
be there for the next five or sfbc years. So the 
long-term planning is quite different for cash 
crops and food crops. For example, Sir, for the 
replantation of a coconut tree it will take six 
years or seyen years to get ! the yiield. Like that, 
rubber, cardamom, etc. are earning a huge 
amount of. foreign exchange also. It will affect 
our planning and the economic system as a 
whole. So my question is, will the Government 
give special attention to these aspects when you 
consider the longterm planning in the 
agricultural sector? 

SHRI SUKH RAM: Sir, to meet 
this situation of drought is primarily 
the responsibility of State Govern 
ments. The Central Government 
advances plan assistance to 
the State Governments       to 
tide over this problem so that their Plan is not 
affected. In case the hon. Member wants that 
for Kerala some special plan should be 
prepared to protect the cash crops, it is for 
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the State Government to prepare such a plan. 
When they come to the Planning Commission 
for necessary assistance, that can be consider-
ed according to the formula which is 
applicable. 

SHRl K- MOHANAN; The Central 
Government has granted 29 crores of rupees 
which is too meagre a sum. 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKER; I may add to 
what the hon. Minister has said. With 
reference to the money crops in Kerala which 
are export oriented, you are aware that there 
are Export Promotion Groups under the 
Commerce Ministry. Apart from that, there 
are also groups which take particular care of 
plantations and the growth of these crops. So 
far as the Planning Commission is concerned, 
they advise those plantation groups to 
properly prepare the schemes for plantations 
and their growth so that a long-term perspect-
ive could be taken care of in conjunction with 
the Commerce Ministry groups. 

SHRJ A. G. KULKARNI: Sir, the statement 
made by the Government is simplified and 
over-optimistic. Sir, if you go through the 
views of various economic experts who have 
expressed their opinions, you will find that 
because of the fall in production in the Kharif 
crop, the agricultural income will g0 down to 
the extent of 10 to 15 per cent. Your figures 
also justify that. This will reduce the 
agricultural income by 14000 crores of rupees 
in the rural areas. If a reduction of 14000 
crores of rupees, due to the fall in agricultural 
production during the Kharif season takes 
place, the purchasing power of the rural people 
will further go down by 9, 0fi0 to 10, 000 
crores of rupees. I would like to know from the 
Minister of Planning whether this will not 
change the entire profile of the next Plan. 
Recession has already started in the consumer 
industries throughout the country. I want to 
know whether this pumping 

of another 700 crores of rupees from here and 
there will solve the problem. I want to say that 
if you want to keep the Plan intact, major 
steps have o he taken to reduce the trade gap 
to increase supplies to the rural population, to 
increase their purchasing power and to see 
that the industries are sustained. You have to 
see that the employment opportunities are not 
reduced on account of this drought. What 
steps dees the Government propose to take in 
this connection? 

SHRI SUKH RAM; Sir, there is no doubt 
that 'here will be a shortfall in the Kharif crop. 
We expect that it will be offset to a maximum 
extent in the rabi crop. That strategy ^ has 
been prepared by the Agriculture Ministry in 
consultation with the State Governments. We 
are sure that there will be an increase in the 
rabi crop. The hon. Member has expressed the 
doubt that ther will be decrease in he income 
of the rural people. He has quoted certain 
figures. I am not aware of those figures. 

SHRl A. G. KULKARNI; These are 
Parliamentary Research Bureau's 
figures. 

SHRI SUKH RAM; For instance, Sir, the 
hon. Member has mentioned about the 
performance of the industry. Industrial sector 
has been doing very well for the last three 
years. The growth rate ranges from 8. 6 per 
cent in 1984-85 to 8. 9 per cent in 1988-87. In 
spite of the fact that the agricultural growth in 
1984-85 was negative and 1. 4 per cent th 
1985-86 and zero per cent in 1986-87, even 
then there was an industrial growth of 8. 9 per 
cent which We never achieved... 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: In what sector? 

SHRI SUKH RAM-   In the industrial 
sector, 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: You have to go 
fo the micro-analysis. 
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SHRl SUKH RAM; I am coming to that. 
Sir, the industries which showed better 
performance are given more weightage. 
Those industries are chemicals, chemical 
products, basic metal and allied industries, 
metal products, machine tools and parts, elec-
trical machinery, transport equipment arid 
miscellaneous industries. They constitute 44 
per cent of the total industrial output. And the 
industries which are directly affected are: 
food processing, food products, beverages, 
tobacco, etc. And their contribution is 7 per 
cent. Then about fertilizers, though the con-
sumption will be falling down in- the kharif 
because of this drought, but we are very sure 
that this consumption will increase in the 
rabi. So, on this broad assessment, we can 
come to this  conclusion that our planning 
performance or the performance by the 
various sectors will be not as bad as the hon. 
Member has expressed his apprehension. It 
may be slightly low but hot to the extent 
which he says that it will affect the entire 
economy. 

 

SHRl JAGESH DESAI; Mr. Chairman, Sir, 
the   drought  conditions  in our country  have 
very seriously affected two cropj in our 
country, that is groundnut and pulses. And    
these two crops, as you know, Mr. Chairman, 
are grown by small and marginal farmers  
only. Stagnation in    the production of these 
two crops in the last ten to fifteen years, with 
only a very marginal increase in the case of 
oilseeds  and   no  increase  in   the  production     
of     pulses, has resulted in ♦he prices of oils 
and prices of arhar and other pulses going up 
to Rs. 15 per kg. I would like to know from the   
Government   whether     they  are thinking to 
apoly the  insurance scheme for these  two 
crops throughout the country, instead of only 
to a few districts and whether they will    not 
charge   any   premium   on  this  insurance. 
Secondly, whether  the       Government is 
thinking    to give     some kind of a subsidy 
for the growth of 
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these two crops to marginal farmers so that 
they can be given incentive and these two 
crops can be produced to some  extent and the 
problem can be solved. 

MR. CHAIRMAN; Shri Nirmal 
Chatterjee. 

AN HON. MEMBER; The Minister has 

not replied yet. 

SHRI NIRMAL CHATTERJEE: The 
Minister can reply to his question and my 
question together. 

SHRI SUKH RAM: Sir, this ques 
tion can be better replied by the 
Agriculture Ministry. But what I 
am stating for the information of the 
Hon. Member is that there is already 
a scheme applicable to certain parts 
of the country where incentives are 
given for growing pulses and edible 
oilseeds. There is no doubt that there 
is some shortage of pulses and edible 
oils and the Government of India 
have taken appropriate steps to im 
port these articles so that there is 
no shortage in the country on account 
of these commodities. 

SHRI  NIRMAL   CHATTERJEE Sir, I     
agree      more    with    the    Minister's    
statement    than    with Mr. Kulkarni. 

MR. CHAIRMAN; Please come to the 
question. 

SHRT NIRMAL CHATTERJEE: This is 
some padding, which the Prime Minister also 
likes. According to the statement, the 
assessment of the Planning Commission is 
that despite the severity of the drought, the 
economy as a whole will record a positive 
growth and the targets will be fulfilled. This, j 
agree, because the targets of growth in the 
economy do not depend on the production 
ins!de the country. It depends on whether the 
battle in Sri Lanka will continue and our 
defence expenditure will go up. 

MR. CHAIRMAN; Please come to the 
point. 

SHRI NIRMAL CHATTERJEE: Yes) Sir, I am 
coming. It depends on whether despite the 
understanding between Vice-President, Bush, and 
oUr Prime Minister, the CIA > activities inside the 
country will be intensified, leading to 
destabilisation and therefore more police a. nj 
greater expenditure on police will take place. It is 
in this a'rea that we are comparable with the 
advanced countries of the world. It is the service 
sector which permits you to fulfil the target, not 
the physical goods production sector. Therefore 
my question is very simple. The question is along 
with the fulfilment of targets, because of the 
drought, how many more people would you 
succeed in pushing below the poverty line? Is 
there any estimate? 

MR. CHAIRMAN; He wants \o know what 

is the influence of the CIA on planning. 

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO: He 
is taking  a negative attitude. 

SHRI SUKH RAM: Sir, as far as poverty line is 
concerned, the situation will be known after some 
time. But his supplementary has no relevance to 
the question. We have already made in 
emphatically clear-that the Central plan will be 
100 per cent protected and will try to achieve the 
targets. Only there may be some shortfall in the 
rabi crops and there may be some problems for 
which he Central Government has provided the 
necessary assistance to all the State Governments 
to. meet the situation. 

Talks held by the P. M. with the U. S. 

president 

*84. SHRI  J. P   GOYAL: + SHRI 
RAM AWADHESH SINGH; 

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to 
state; 

(a) What were  the issues discussed 

fThe question was actually asked on the 
floor of the House by Shri J. P. Goyal. 


