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seen because it is a fact that the machine 
which we have is used for only a limited time 
and if it has to be used for double that time, 
what the implication will be in respect of the 
overall staff will have to be seen. But, I have 
noted the suggestion. Sir. If there is a 
possibility of doing so in the case of a very 
sophisticated machine, which is available at 
only one place and not available in every 
hospital and the demand for which is very 
heavy, it will  be worthwhile to double the 
staff and make use of it for double the time. I 
would certainly look into the possibility. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 166. 

Decline in Room    Occupancy in the 

Hotels of ITDC 

*166. SHRI   BIR   BHADRA   PRATAP 

SINGH: 

SHRI      BHAGATRAM      MAN-
HAR!: 

Will   the   Minister   of   TOURISM   be J 
pleased  to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that room occu-
pancy of number of hotels of ITDC has 
declined durin» [he first six months of 1987 
as compared to the first six months of 1986; 

(b) if  so, what  are  the  details in  this 
regard; 

(c) whether the decline of room occupancy 
of ITDC owned hotels this year is j due to 
inadequate publicity abroad; and 

(d) if so, what  are  the  steps  Government 
are contemplating to increase the room j 
occupancy of ITDC hotels during the next j six  
months ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION AND 
THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE ! 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI JAGDISH 
TYTLER): (a) to (d) A Statement is  laid  on  
the Table of Sabha. 

tThe question was actually asked on 
the floor of the House by Shri Bhagatram 
Manhar.   

Statement 

(a) and (b) The overall average percentage 
of room occupancy in ITDC's 25-Hotels 
during the first six months of 1987 was 70% as 
against 64% for the same period of 1986. 
There was marginal decline in occupancy in 
respect of only three hotels viz. Ashok 
Bangalore, Temple Bay Ashok Beach Resort, 
Mamallapuram and Samrat, New Delhi as per 
attached Annexure. (See below). 

(c)   and   (d)   Publicity   Promotion   and 
marketing overseas is undertaken by Gov-
ernment   of   India  Tourist   Offices   located  
in   important   tourist   generating- markets. 

To accelerate tourism to India publicity is 
carried out through posters, brochures, films, 
audio-visuals, advertisement through-TV, 
radio and video, in addition to print media, 
etc. 

To achieve higher percentage of room. 
occupany numerous steps have been taken by 
the ITDC which inter alia included: 

(il participation in t rave l  trade forums. in   

overseas  market, 

(ii) sponsoring of travel writers and 
journalists from abroad and writing about 
lndia anti   the  Ashok   Group  Hotels. 

( i i i )  sponsoring of familiarisation, 
tours of foreign travel agents to India in  
coordination  with   Air  India, 

(iv)  signing  of  special   rate   contracts with 
foreign tour operators by offering ncentives   on   
volume   based   business     to encourage   
group   tourism, 

(v) establishing personal contacts with 
major tour operators and travel agents for 
promoting   traffic to   India, 

fvi) marketing and reservation tie-ups 
with International Hotel chain e. g. — 

(I) Odner     Hotel    Representatives Lt. 
Hong Kong. 

(2) Golden  Tulip  Worldwide  Hotels,. 
Holland 
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Annexure 

Occupancy (%) in ITDC Hotels during January 1987 to June   1987 8s compared  to January 
1986 tO June 1986. 

 

 Occupancy (%) 

■' 
January to 
June  1987 

Janury  to 

June 1986 

1. Ashok, New Delhi 73 65 

2. Akbar. New Delhi.  t— 62 

3. Janpatn, New Delhi. 84 83 

4. Lodhi. New Delhi. 69 62 

5. Ramit, New Delhi 73 57 

6. Ashok  Bangalore 45 50 

7. Hassan. Ashok... 35 32 

8. Jammu Ashok 42 34 

9. Aurangabad Ashok.  47 40 

10. Khajuraho Ashok 28 23 

11. Kovalatn Askhok Beach Resort 63 52 

12. LVP Hotel. Udaipur. 70 70 

13. Temple Bay Ashok Beach Resort. Mamalla puram                      52 56 

14. Varanasi Ashok... '. 44 29 

15. Qutab, New Delhi.  83 83 

16. LMP Hotel, Mysore 54 46 

17. Airport Ashok Calcutta. 64 50 

18. Patliputra Ashok Patna 48 45 

19. Jaipur Ashok 67 56 

20. Kalinga Ashok Bhubaneshwar. 32 29 

21. Madurai Ashok..             43 38. 

22; Samrat, New Delhi..  76 89 

23. Kanishka, New Delhi 82 72 

24. Ashok Yatri Niwas.  85 79 

25. Agra Ashok.  52* - 

Average occupancy (%) 70 64 

*Commissioned w. e. f. 17-9-1986 

Closed w. e. f April, 1986 
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SHRI      BHAGATRAM      MANHAR: 
There is no doubt (hat the ITDC Hotel 
Management and the Ministry concerned are 
trying to improve the room occupancy. But 
my first question is about the low room 
occupancy of the ITDC Hotels as compared to 
the hotels in the private sector. For example, 
the room occupancy of the Taj Group of 
Hotels is 85 to 100 per cent whereas fhe room 
occupancy of the ITDC hotels is only 70 per 
cent. I would, therefore, like to ask the hon. 
Minister the reason for this low room 
occupancy of the ITDC hotels as compared io 
the private sector hotels. 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: I cannot give a 
specific reason in comparison with private 
hotels. But I would like to inform the hon. 
Member that the occupancy has gone up in 
every hotel wh i c h  is run by the ITDC. If you 
want, I can yive the figure also. We are trying 
our level best to- see that we give services and 
facilities equal to those given by private hotels 
and to come up the same level as they are at. I 
feel, today we cannot be as good as private 
hole's but we are trying our level best to come 
up. The very fact that the occupancy has gone 
up slightly itself shows that we are improving. 
We are doing our best to give the maximum 
possible comfort to the people who staj   in 
the hotels. 

SHRI    BHAGATRAM    MANHAR: I 
think the low room occupancy is because of 
the poor service of the Management. Sir, it has 
been mentioned in the Statement that 
arrangements for marketing and tion tie-up 
have been made with international hotel 
chains. The names of two international hotels 
have also been mentioned. Sir, ) would like to 
know the names of those hotels which have 
made reservation tie-up with these foreign 
hotels and to what extent the room occupancy 
of the ITDC hotels has increased after the reit: 
tie-up. 

SHRI  JAGDISH  TYTLER: I  do   not have 
the details now. Sir. 1  shall inform the 
Member later on. 

SHRl SURESH  KALMADI: Sir, the I 
statement given by (he hon. Minister shows that 
c. v: of the hotels  in  Delhi  is closed down, that 
is, Akbar Hotel. I am happy j 

to see that all the ITDC hotels in Delhi are 
registering increase in occupancy. Ashok has 
gone up to 73 per cent and Janpath to 84 per 
cent. It is very good, But when the occupancy 
en the one hand is going up. I do not see the 
logic why a hotel like Akbar Hotel is closed 
down on the other. Why has it been converted 
into premises for offices of the Externa! 
Affairs Ministry etc. 7 Now, in view pf the 
increased occupancy, there is justification for 
one more ITDC hotel. In view of the new 
circumstances and the higher occupancy, will 
the Government think in terms of again taking 
over of Akbar Hotel by the ITDC and shifting 
the offices of the External Affairs Ministry to 
other places ? 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: I would like to 
inform the hon. Member. Actually, Sir, my 
need for the next two months is for 25, 000 
rooms !.... {Interruptions)... We want all 
tourist traffic to come which is expected in 
this country and I am short of rooms and the 
shortage is about 25, 000 rooms... 
(Interruptions)... 

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL MATTO: You 
first take over that... {Interruptions)... 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: Sir, just this 
morning I was thinking about it. We are going 
to tie up in some manner and start 
renegotiating with the Ministry of External 
Affairs to see if tbey can give this hotel back... 
{Interruptions). 

SHRI SURESH KALMADI: Who took 
the   earlier   decision ?... {Interruptions'). 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: Not only this. I 
am also in favour of opening up another at 
least ten five-star hotels in Delhi and many 
more in other parts of the country. 
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SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: I am en-
couraging the private hotels. I am encouraging 
the private hoteliers because they have the 
money and they have also the link-up with the 
chain of the top international hotels anti would 
be able to fcring lots of people to this country. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mf. Radhakrishna. 

SHRI PUTTAPAGA RADHA- 
KRISHNA: Sir, recently, many leading Delhi 
dailies mentioned that the Minister . of Tourism  
and  Civil  Aviation  had  gone to Bombay and 
stayed in the Oberoi Hotel there and that the 
room rent for the rooms occupied  by  him  and  
his  staff came  to Rs. 6, 500/-  per day... 
{Interruptions)... It was Rs. 6, 500/- per    day 
apart from which another Rs. 1. 500/- was the 
charge for     the     meals... (Interruptions)... 
and, Sir, Indian Airlines was made to pay, was 
made to make a payment of Rs. 38 000/-for two 
days on account of the stay there by  the  
Minister  alongwith   his  staff. If Ministers use 
to stay in luxurious hotels, who will then stay in 
the ITDC hotels? ... (Interruptions)... The   
facilities   in   the ITDC hotels are not poor, but 
they are adequate though they may not be 
luxurious. Now, Sir, I would  like to know 
whether the   Government   is   going   to   have   
any policy to ask the Ministers and other offi- j 
cials  of  the  Government  to   stay   in   the 
ITDC hotels  instead  of  in  the  luxurious 
hotels. 

SHRI   N. K. P. SALVE: Sir, is   it relevant ? 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: That is all right. 
Let me put the record straight. ... 
(Interruptions)... Sir. let me put the record 
straight. Sir. this information is mos! 
exaggerated, distorted, and is. purposely being 
given, maybe to have an atmosphere like this, 

as it was given out recently about the Prime 
Minister's visit to Vancouver... 
(Interruptions)... This kind of malicious things 
are given out.... (Interruptions)... and you 
never mentioned... (Interruptions).... You 

never mentioned that the next day, the Indian 
Airlines came out with the clear picture, not 
only the Indian Airlines, but also the Oberoi 
Hotel, saying that so much is the fee which we 
have paid and it is not Rs. 6, 500/—I am sub-
ject to correction with regard to the figures 

—and   this   is   what    they   have   said... 
(Interruptions') 

SHRI   PARVATHANENI  UPENDRA: 
   Why did you stay in a private hotel ? That 

is  the  question.... (Interruptions). 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: Sir, I would 
i like to inform the honourable Member...  
(Interruptions)... that we do stay in our i 
hotels wherever it is possible and at that    
particular time, Sir, we had to attend the 

Advisory Committee meeting in that parti- 
cular hotel and that was why we were I   able  
to  stay  there  and  we  paid  only  a 

nominal amount and not the amount which   
the   honourable   Member   has   mentioned, 

not that figure. 

SHRI PUTTAPAGA
 RADHA- 

KRISHNA: Sir, my question has not been 
answered.... (Interruptions) --------Sir, my 
question has not been answered. I asked 
whether the Government is thinking of 
formulating a policy to ask the Ministers 
and officials of the Government, particu-the 
airlines' officials, to stay in ITDC hotels 
only. That was my question and that has 
not been answered. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: He has already said 
about that. 

SHRI   PARVATHANENI   UPENDRA: 
Sir, will the Government give instructions 
that the Ministers and other officials... 
(Interruptions)... would be required to stay 
only in Goveinment hotels and not 
otherwise ? 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: I think this 
is a  suggestion. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Sukul. 

SHRI P. N. SUKUL: Mr. Chairman, Sir, it 
is a matter of great satisfaction that there is 
an overall increase of six per cent as regards 
the occupancy rate in our hotels. Despite, 
you see. a marginal decline in occupancy in 
three hotels, it has increased by six per cent. 
It has also been mentioned in this statement 
that to attract st traffic, publicity is given 
through posters, brochures, audio-visuals, 
etc. Here, Sir, I would like to say that 
publicity is only one way of attracting the 
tourists. By your publicity one may come 
once, but not twice  if you do not provide 
all the 
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comforts, conveniences unci facilities which 
be needs. If you do not provide him with 
comforts, conveniences, amenities and 
facilities that he needs, he will not be 
attracted. Therefore, more should be done to 
provide better enjoyment, better amenities and 
facilities. Take Nepal, Nepal is a very small 
country, but the number of tourists there is 
much larger than in India. Why ? It is because 
we are lacking somewhere. Not in publicity. 
But perhaps in overall management. Sir, I 
have myself stayed in at least 20 countries in 
five-star hotels. I know what things are there. 
People of other countries are usejd to that 
type—floor shows, drinking parlours, casinos. 
These things very much attract them. They 
come for enjoyment. They come for 
relaxation—not just come to see you. 
(Interruptions) will the Minister consider 
providing these amenities and facilities much 
more lo the people who come—to attract 
tourists ? 

SHRI   JAGDISH   TYTLER: We   are 
doing everything possible to see that the 
tourist who comes to India is comfortable and 
he is provided with the things he needs. Every 
effort is made to see that whatever new 
facilities, new places of interest—may be 
culturally or otherwise. and naturally—are 
there we provide to them. As far as enjoyment 
is concerned, it is governed by the State 
Government laws, and whatever the State 
Government laws permit we will allow. 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: Sir, in India we 
have go: the altitude of 'holier than the cow'. 
You entertain and attract tourists for economy 
purposes, not for any cow 'poojan' or 
something like that. They are coming here to 
enjoy this country. Sir. I would like to request 
the Minister that he should not take the plea 
that the States have to permit any such 
entertainment facilities. It. is the responsibility 
of the ITDC and your Ministry to see that the 
feconomy of the country goes up by the tourist 
development. Second, apart from the question 
which my friend has asked. has your Ministry 
or the Air India some publicity ii- ichinery for 
tackling mischievous and malicious rumours 
floated about the Prime Minister about what 
he is spending or about his living style ? This 
is something obnoxious. You must have some 

P. R. machinery which must strike at ther root. 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: Ever since 
these malicious reports, which are completely 
untrue, have been appearing in the Press, and 
which have been floated for a particular 
purpose, we are doing our level best to see... 

SHRI A. G. KULKARNI: What have you 
done '? Have you issued any rebuttal ? Instead 
of issuing a rebuttal, he is just pleading. 
What is he pleading for ? We want the 
r ebu t t a l  here and now. You tell us what is 
the figure is about the Prime Minister's 
expenditure. Let the Press know. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is rot a part of the 

ques. ion 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: I agree, and 
I appreciate the sentiments of the hon. 
Member. Whatever he was saying is right. We 
have done this and it has appeared in Bombay. 
Unfortunately, this was so purposely done. 
Now they will be exposed, because this was 
purposely done to embarrass the Government. 
Let the public know. We have done this in 
Bombay. 1 am also going to do it in Delhi 
through all the newspapers. (Interruptions) 

SHRI ALADI ARUNA alias V. ARUNA-
CHALAM: Mr. Chairman, Sir. Sub-
Committee was constituted to examine the 
functioning of the ITDC ho: els under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Banatwala. The 
Committee has submitted its report with 
certain recommendations. Firstly, will the 
Minister submit the recommendations of the 
Committee ? Secondly, one of the major 
reasons for the ITDC hotels not improving is 
that even the public undertakings are not 
preferring our hotels. They are preferring 
other private hotels. I would like to know from 
the hon. Minister whether this Goveinment 
will come forward to give strict instructions to 
all the public undertakings to prefer only 
ITDC hotela in case the occupancy is 
available in these hotels. 

SHRI  JAGDISH   TYTLER: I  will  do 
that. I will do that in regard to Air India 
also. Whenever they decide to travel, the 
first preference should be Air India. 
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SHRI ALADI ARUNA alias V. ARUNA-
CHALAM: What about the recommendations 
of the Banatwala Committee ? This was under 
the hon. Prime Minister. A Sub-Committee 
was constituted under Mr. Banatwala. I was a 
member of that Committee. That is why I am 
saying this. The Committee has given certain 
recommendations. What about a decision on 
those recommendations ? I would like to 
know whether the Government has taken any 
action on the recommendations of the Comm 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: I cannot give 
any answer straightway. 1 will look into the 
recommendations of the Corn-mi tee. I can 
assure the House that whatever practical 
suggestions they have given will be 
implemented. 

SHRI   PARVATHANENI   UPENDRA: 
 would like to know whether, in order to 
improve the occupancy rate in Government 
hotels, the Government has a proposal to 
allow casinos in these hotels. I am not 
pleading for them. I am personally against 
casinos. I have got my own reservations about 
it. Is there any proposal to open such casinos ? 

 SHRl JAGDISH TYTLER: There is no 
such proposal as yet. In the Consultative 
Committee, there was a suggestion about it. 
There were many suggestions for improving 
the inflow of tourists to Government hotels. 
This was also one of the suggestions. 
Whenever we get a feedback on it and 
keeping in view the hon. Member's 
suggestions, a decision will be taken. But, so 
far no concrete decision relating to it has been 
taken. 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE: It j was 
quoted in the press. This question ' has not  
been fully answered. There was; a press report 
that the Consultative Committee hus 
unanimously recommended that j casinos 
should be opened only for j foreigners. Why is 
the Minister shy to share this information with 
the House ? 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: There was a 
discussion in the Consultative Committee as 
fo how we can attract more tourists. At that 
time this was one of the suggestions. 

SHRI DIPEN GHOSH: When the 
Consultative   Committee   meeting   is   over, 

the   press   brief   is   being   given   by   the 
official side. 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: No recom-
mendation was made. It was just a sugges- 

SHRl A. G. KULKARNI: The point is that 
Shri Vajpayee is not entitled to ask thiS 
question because he is himself a brahmachari  
What has he. got to do with casinos ? You 
have had no romance in your life. 
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SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: Sir, I do not 
have the figures now. I will inform the 
Member, Sir. 

SHRI   GHULAM   RASOOL   MATTO: 
Mr. Chairman, Sir, according to the figures 
supplied by the hon. Minister, these pertain to 
the period from January to June. These, to my 
mind, are lean months, and from August there 
has been a very good occupancy. Will the hon. 
Minister tell us whether the occupancy rates of 
Ashok Hotel and the Kanishka have improved 
from the month of August till, date ? 
Secondly, Sir, the most important point is that 
when I was a Director of the ITDC, I took a 
great part in acquiring the Akbar Hotel from 
the NDMC. According to the terms of the 
contract with the NDMC, the lessee was not 
supposed to lease it out, whether it be to the 
External Affairs Ministry or to any other 
Ministry. If the Minister, who feels that there 
is a deficit of 25, 000 rooms in Delhi at the 
present moment, has to construct a hotel of 
that type, right now it will cost him between 
25 to 90 crores of rupees. Now that the 
infrastructure is already laid down and the 
offices of the Extrnal Affairs Ministry can 
been shifted elsewhere, will the Minister 
impress upon the Prime Minisier and take up 
the matter at the highest level so that the 
Akbar Hotel is retaken by the ITDC? 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: Sir, first -of all 
why I gave that information was because the 
question was asked for the first six months. 
And it is true that usually the occupancy goes 
up in the later part of the six months. The hon. 
Member has asked about the Akbar Hotel. I 
had already agreed with the same idea, and we 
will  try our level best. 

SHRl N. K. P. SALVE: Sir, the public 
sector undertakings under this Ministry have 
really shown a tremendous improvement. 
Though it is not strictly relevant, Sir, I would 
be failing in my duty if I Were not to 
compliment the Minister for the tremendous 
work the Indian Airlines have done recently. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: You put your question. 
You will  have many other chances. 

SHRI" N. K. P. SALVE: Now 1 come to 
the question, Sir. For the first time, Sir my 
voice is being heard in this session. Sir, be a 
little kind to me, and you have been my old 
teacher... {Interruption j 

MR. CHAIRMAN: He is occupying this 
Chair sometimes  at least. 

SHRI  GHULAM  RASOOL MATTO: 
No, Sir. He is    the    Chairman    of    the 
Finance Commission. 

SHRI N. K. P. SALVE: Sir, f. n evaluation of 
the figures given by the Minister about the 
occupancy would reveal one thing that the 
ITDC hotels lire doinc very well, fairly well so 
far as 3-star and 4-star hotels are concerned, and 
they are not doing so well in 5-stars. Sir, 1 am 
all out for the public sector undertakings, but by 
the very nature of things there are such 
limitations implicit in running a 5-star hotel 
that. I think, a public sector undertaking is not 
suited for a 5-star hotel. And Mr. Sukul was 
absolutely right that we do not expect people to 
come here for payments or to look at the faces 
of any one of us. They are used to a certain life 
style and, perhaps, a 5-star hotel run by the 
Government may not be able to cater to them, to 
be honest, to be very frank. ' Let there be a 
liberal approach so far as the private sector and 
the 5-star hotels are concerned. May 1 know 
from the hon. Minister whether he would think 
of concentrating on 3-star and -4-star and Janata  
holds to ensure that not only there is better 
occupancy and consequent profitability but also 
he is able to serve a purpose ? 

SHRI IAGDISH TYTLER: That is 
exact ly the way ] look at the things also, Sir. 
I am also concentrating on the Yatri Nivnses 
and the Dbaramsalas and. -ill others because 
we are thinking of the internal tourists. The 
Government, the ITDC will concentrate on 2-
stars, 3-stars and 4-stars. 1 am not asking 
them to touch the 5-stars at all. First of all it is 
very expensive to make. Secondly, we cannot 
give ihe kind of facilities for a long lime v/hat 
the private people can do because they have 
got a. big chain of connections of very 
prominent hotels all o\er the world. And J am 
going to do exactly the way you are saying 
and you are feeling. 
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SHRI NIRMAL    CHATTERJEE: Sir, 
one thing has  not  yet  been    asked    and 
therefore not answered. The question is if 
the occupancy  rate is  improving, is it  im 
proving because of the Indians or because 
of the  foreigners ?    The  second  question 
that is relevant here is what is the break 
even occupancy  ratio  in  3-star hotels  and 
4-star and 5-star hotels. I cannot assert 
Mr. Salve, because the data  do  not 
indicate that, that it is the   3-star    hotels 
where the occupancy    ratio is    better. I 
want also to know    whether it is a fact, 
which he asserted, that 3-star hotels have a 
better occupancy ratio than 4-star    hotels 
and  I hotels have a better    occu- 
pancy ratio than five-star hotels and it is 
improving in five-star hotels because of 
foreigners and not because of Indians. 
These a»e the questions that I want to ask. 
And, lastly, in replying to a question, I 
a know why he went to the Oberoi, 
he said because the Advisory Committee was 
meeting at the Oberoi. 

SHRI N. K. P. SALVE: It is irrelevant. 

SHRI NIRMAL CHATTERJEE: Why 
did the Advisory Committee meet at Oberoi ? 
And, Sir, the last one is that there are other 
public sector hotels like the Centaur hotel. 
Can he enlighten us on th? oscupancy ratio of 
these public sector hotels also ? 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: First of all, I 
would like to inform you that most of the 
increase in the occupancy is because of 
foreigners. I can give the figures.. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: He has accepted it. No 
need to give figures. 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: There is 36 per 
cent increase in foreigners because there is an 
increase in the foreign exchange earnings also 
and I. have got the figures on that too. So, the 
ITDC is improving in 5-star hotels and also in 
3-str. r and 4-star hotels, but it is still not 
coming up in comparison to private hotels and 
the reason for that I have already twice  
repeated. 

SHRI JAGESH DESAI: Mr. Chairman, Sir, 
I would like to ask the Minister whether there 
is even a single depart-•ment of the 
Government which has a con- 

nection with the ITDC hotels. I had been to 
one hotel and the complaint there was that 
even the catering of food in the Indian 
Air l ines  and Air lndia is not given, to the 
public sector but it is given to Wis private 
sector. I would like to know from the hon. 
Minister whether the food served in the ITDC 
hotels is not good and that is why there is not 
full occupancy and what are the other reasons 
that there is not full occupancy. Secondly, I 
would like to know whether there is moderate 
occupancy there. Then, Sir, all the foreign 
tourists coming from foreign countries, they 
are not rich people. There are many who 
want to stay in 3-star and 4-star hotels. Will 
the Government consider that in future they 
will construct only Yatri Nivas and 3-star and 
4-star hotels and not 5-star hotels ? I would 
also like to know why catering work is not 
given to  ITDC  hotels. 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: The per-
centage has gone up recently and we are 
doing everything possible to see that more 
catering is done by the Centaur catering 
organisation. 
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SHRIMATI  KRISHNA KALI.: Coming back  to  the  

casinos, the   Minister  said   in his press interview that 

the idea of casinos has   been   floated     and     public     

reaction would be gauged. There are two aspects cf   

this  queslion; one   is  the   necessity   of opening   

casinos   and   the other   aspect   is (hut  they will  

prevent   In d i a n s  from entering  and   these   casinos   

will   be     restricted to  foreigners only. Sir. there  is a 

great deal of confusion regarding casino concept. The  

foreigners   who  come   here  are   interested   in   

unlrave l l i n g    the   mysterious   and fabulous orient 

and not vi s i t ing the all too familiar  gambling   dens. 

I   would  like   to know from the  hon. Minisier as to 

what steps are being taken to step up tourism-oriented   

pub lic i t y    and   to   provide   trouble-free  and  

comfortable  stay  anti  journey  to foreign  tour i s t s  ?     

That   is pan  one of the ilHestion. 

Part two is. opening of casinos in hotels 

exclusively for foreigners is likely to have an 

adverse effect.... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: You are giving youi - opinion: 

put your question only. 

SHRIMATI   KRISHNA    KAUL:  
on the local people and may mean adoption of an 

alien culture to make money. This could also lead to 

other forms of undesirable activity- and the casinos 

may degenerate into vice dens. How does the hon. 

Minister propose to enforce Indian citizens' non-

entry  m the  c a s i n os . . . .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: You     can'. 
vour opinion. 

SHRIMATI  KRISHNA    KAUL:.... 
since the administrative and law enforcing 

machinery would be ill-equipped to handle cases of 

t h e i r  illegal entry. I would also like to know from 

the hon. • Mifmister.., 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Are you completing 
or   not ? 

SHRIMATI   KRISHNA  KAUL: I   am putting the 

question. I would like to know whether such an  

action would not  lead to discrimination  against   our 

own  citizen our own  country.... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is the queslion ? You 

have not put a question: you are  only  g i v i n g  

your opinion. 

SHRIMATI KRISHNA KAUL: I would like to 

know whether such an action would not lead to 

discrimination against our own citizens in our own 

country, whereby they, will not be permitted to enter 

certain specific areas... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Where is your question '. ' 

No, I cannot permit a question... go on like this. 

This is too much., No speech is permitted. I am not 

going to permit it. Next queslion now. Shri Kapil 

Verma. 

Setting up of Sanskrit  University    in Kerala 

*167. SHRI KAPIL VERMA: Will the 

M i n i s t e r  of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVE-

LOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that M i n i s t ry  of Human 

Resource Development is establishing a Sanskrit   

U n i v e r s i t y   in  Kerala: 

lb) where the University is proposed to be set up 

and what is the progress in regard thereto; and 

(c) whether the Stale Government is extending 

its cooperation in the completion of  this  

educational   project ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION AND 

CULTURE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN 

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMATI 

KRISHNA SAHI): (a) No, Sir. 


