RAJYA SABHA [7 December, 2006]

MR. DEPUTY E:HAIRMAN: Uttaranchal (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2006.
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GOVERNMENT BILLS
The Uttaranchal (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2006

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRI SHRIPRAKASH JAISWAL): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | beg to
move : -

"That the Bill to alter the name of the State of Uttaranchal, as passed
by Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration.” :

Sir, the Legislative Assembly of Uttaranchal adopted a Resolution on
5th October, 2005, that the name of the State of 'Uttaranchal’ shouid be
changed to 'Uttarakhand' stating, inter-alia, that the general public of the
State is of the view that on the basis of mythology and history, the name of
the State should be 'Uttarakhand'. The Government of Uttaranchal also
requested the Central Government to take further necessary steps to alter
the name of the State. '

The Government of india decided to accept the request of the Legislative
Assembly of Uttaranciral. The Uttaranchal (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2006,
seeks to alter the name of the State of 'Uttaranchal' to the State of
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‘Uttarakhand’ by amending the relevant provisions of the Constitution and
also by providing for consequential provisions..

Sir, | commend the Uttaranchal (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2006, as passed
by Lok Sabha, to this august House for consideration and passing‘.

The question was proposed
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): The question is:

"That the Biil to alter the name of the State of Uttaranchal as
. passed by Lok Sabha, be taker into consideration.”

The motion was ddopted.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (Prof. P.J. KURIEN): We shai! now take up
clause-by-clause consideration of the Bill.

Clauses 2 to 8 were added to the Bili.

Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.
SHRI SHRIPRAKASH JAISWAL: Sir, | move:

"That the Bili be passed.”

The question was put and the motion was adopted.

SPECIAL MENTIONS .
Need to interlink the rivers of the country

SHRIB.S. GNANADESIKAN (Tamil Naduy): Sir, water scarcity is one of
our main concems in this century. The agricultural sector, on which majority
of our countrymen are involved, is not growing due to non-availability of
groundwater in many places and due to inconsistent rainfalls. Large extent
of wasteland could not be put to maximum utility due to non-availability of
water. Who can ignore the plight of the womenfolk and chiidren walking
several kilometres to bring one pot of water for drinkirig purpose? One of
the main reasons for the farmers' indebtedness and suicide is inability to
pay the loan obtained for digging bore-well and for cultivation, both failing
duse to.non-availability of water. Wars were fought between kings due to
personal rivairy, subsequently between nations on religious ground and
thereafier due to dispute in territory, and very racently on the gound of 'war
on terrorism'. It is predicted water will be the main crux of dispute between
nations in the future. Unfortunately boundary disputes are giving way to
water disputes between States. Water and power shoutd not be used to
settle the political scores. Hence the solution to provide drinking water,
navigation, flood control, and power is only interlinking the river water and
preventing excess water going into the sea. Like National Highways,
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