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gard of pound sterling, yen and other cur-
rencies

SHRI GURUDAS DAS GUPTA- In
this particular  case, what was done?
Was it revalued or devalued?

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI:
Mr. Guru s a guu. There 1s no particu-
lar case which the hon, Member 'n3s men-
tioned. I am just mentioning , general
principle which is being followed. This
adjustment ;5 done on a day-to-day basis
according to the valuation as it exists n
the nternational currency markets, Some
times it is valued upwards. Sometimes it
is valued downwards. It 18 not that we
‘navq'ﬂoated the rupee. It is they who have
floated the dollar, or other hard currenctes

SHRI CHITTA BASU: May 1 know
from the hon. Minister whether this prac-
tice does not actually lead to disguised
-devaluation? . g

MR. CJAIRMAN: This does not arise
from this., | do not know whether he
‘wants to answer it. b ’

Now Question No 247,

5247 [The questioners (Shri Sunil
Basu Rav and Stii Ramnparayan Gos-
wami) were absent, Foy answer, vide col,
24 and 35 infra]. . . R .

#248. [Tran.sfcucd to the 30th Novem-
her, tﬂ87].

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No, 248
is transferred. Now, Question No. 249

French support for Iundian exnorts

249. SHRI MOHD. KHALEELUR
RAHMAN-{ -
SHRI PARVATHANENI
UPENDRA:

Wil the Mimster of COMMERCE be
pleaseq to state:

(a) whether India is seeking French
support for improved access to Europein

+The question was actually asked on the

floor of Yae House by Shri Mohd Khalee-
lur Rahman,
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Economjc Community matkets for Indian
exports: .

(b) whether the subject was discussed
a; the Indo-French Joint Commitiee meet-
ing ‘eld at Paris on October 26, 1987;
and

e 14

() if so, what are the detuls thereof

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI
P. R. DAS MUNSHI): (a) and (b) Yes,
Sir,

.
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(c) The French side indicated tha( they
have beep supporting the Indjan positios
in respect of textiles and woulg do thei
best for increased access to the EBC
maikets in respect of products of intergsl
to India.

[
1

SHRI MOHD. KHALEELUR RAR-
MAN: There were imports from France
in 1986-87 of the value of Rs 668.76 cro-
res while exports were worth Rs 27426
crores. What is the Government specifical-
ly doing to reduce this trade gap?

SHRI P R DAS MUNSHL Sir, 1t is
a fact that the imports are very high and
the export effort was only to the tune of
Rs, 274.26 crores in 1986-87. But 1 may
refer to the hon. Member that we have
substantially improved the position from
1985-86 where the mmport was Rs. 572.71
clores and the export was only of Rs.
195 19 crores. There we have improved
the expor: position from 195 ciores of
rupees to 274 crores of rupees. The posi-
tion 15 that we mostly import cipital poods
machineries and high-tech things from tais
paitcular country, And In exchange, the
commadities tha; we expor| are very mar-
ainal -nd because of the EEC countries.
some of the things are limited withip the
quoty areas. The interest waere Indjaz can
lake to push certain oher commodities. we
have tikep up in the last meeting of the
Indo-French Joiny Coammission which was
attendeg by our hon Minister, Narayan
Datt Tiwarip, ang we have furthe; tiken
an mitutive to see that the export effort
is further increased from India by their
Sidcl
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SHRT NARAYAN DATT TIWARI
Sir, may 1 supplement what my colleague
has said by saying that we expect a
French buyers mission to visit India m
December or January so that they could
€Xamine all sectors identifieq by the Indo-
Francy Joint Business Council? We hope
that this Buye s Msson which will be
coming from France will be able to up
date tae level of exports from India.

SHRI MOHD KHALLELUR RAH-
MAN: Dyring the Commerce Minister'’s
discussion with the French Government,
was there any assurance given by France
to you to secure a wider market for
Indian goods in the European Economic
Community?

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI:
Yes, they gave ap assurance that they will
try their best to see that the European

Economjc Communiy buys more from
India.

SHR1 PARVATHANENI UPENDRA:
Sir, the Minister saig M™at exports from
India consist of many traditiona] items
and he further saig that during the dis-
cussion, i the Indo-French Joint Com-
mission, some new commodities have been
identified Will he kindly tell us which are
thos: commodities that have been identi-
fied for export to France and EEC?

SHR1 p. R, DAS MUNSHI: Sir, there
is a long list. If the hon, Member desiies.
1 can send it (0 the hon. Member instead
of taking the time of the House.

AN HON. MEMBER- You give the
main items,

SHRI P, R DAS MUNSHI: I wull just
give But. Sir, the principal interest which
we highligated during our discussions to
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them 18 to see tnat our potential export’
¢an gain momentumy 1n the following sec-
tor if the ceiling limit of of ECU, that
is, the economic currency unit limit 15 fues
ther reduced or the duty limit is com-
pletely abolished So, far as the ceiling
limits are concerned, we have referreq the
matte; of bovine cattle leather, we have
referred the matter of leather protective
gloves. So far as the duty hmits are con-
cerned, we have referred the matte, of
hand-made carpets of 350 knots, we have
referied the matter of frujy juices like
mango, lime, sapota, leechi. We have also
referred ynmanufactured Virginja flue-
cureq tobacco. We have referreq all fhese
matters. In the duty abolition stiucture,
we have referred the matter of a number
of marine products Now these matters
we have referred, bu; substantially no
positive results. .

MR. CHAIRMAN- Question Hour is
over ”

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
. Bank robberies in Delhi

*242, SHRI V NARAYANASAMY"
Will the Minister of FINANCE be plea-
sed to state:

(a) whar 1s the number of bank rob-
beries n Delhj during the pas; six mon-
ths, - .
(b) whay 1s the amount of money Invol-

ved in these robberies: and

(c) what steps Governmenl have tahen
lo curb frequen; bank robberies in Delht
area?

(X

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI JA-
NARDHAN POOJARI): (a) ang (b) Re-
serve Bank of India has reported that thete

hay been only one mcident of bank rob-

- N



