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Committee for the welfare of minorities and
backward classes

311. SHRI BEKAL. UTSAHI Will the
Minister of WELFARE be pleased to refer to
reply to Starred Question 362 given in the
Rajya Sabha on the 21st August, 1987 and
state:

(a) whether Government have since
constituted a Committee On the welfare of the
minorities and other backward classes;

(b) if so, what is the composition, status
and procedure of the Committee;

(c) whether arty meeting of the Committee
has been held so far;

(d) if so, whether the need for the
promotion of Urdu language was also
emphasised in the meeting;

(e) what steps Government have taken or
propose to take for the promotion of urdu
language and appointment of Urdu-knowing
staff; and

(f) what are the decisions of the
Committee and the follow-up action taken by
Government on those deci" sions?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF WELFARE (DR. RAJENDRA
KUMARI BAJPAI): (a) to (c) There is already
a Minorities Cell functioning in the Ministry of
Welfare to look after and review the
programmes for th, welfare of minorities and
progress of implementation of the 15 Point
Programme of the Prime Minister. A Cabinet
Committee at the Centre also exists. The
progress of the implementation of the
programme at the State level is quarter at
Chief er and Chief Secretaries level. In addition
there are monthly reviews at District level.
There is Minorities Commission to evaluate the
working of the safeguards provided in th,
Constitution for the protection of the
minorities.
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There is thus no need to (et up any further
Committee for th, purpose.

(d) to (f) Th, Development of Urdu is the
concer, of the Ministry of Huma, Resource
Development. That Ministry has a permanent
Taraqi Urd, Board with a Standing
Committee which advises the Govt. relating
to the policies and programmes > the
development and promotion of Urdu
language. The Standing Committee meets at
least twice a year. Th, Taraqi Urdu Board
and the Standing Committee ar, of per-
manent nature.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Question Hour is over.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO
QUESTIONS
Setting up Of an international body for
small newspapers

*301. SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOW-
DHURY: Will the Minister of IN-
FORMATION AND BROADCASTING be

pleased to state;

(a) whether there is any proposal under
Government's consideration to set up an
international body for small newspapers;

(b) if so, what are the details thereof; and

(c) by when the proposal is likely to be
finalised?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRI AJIT PANJA); (a)
No, Sir.

(b) and (c) Do not arise. Problems of the
fishing industry

*303. SHRI SUBAS MOHANTY: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state;

steps  Government  are
assist the fishing industry
in doldrums due to poor

(a) what
taking to
which is
catches;

(b) whether in view of the steady
decline of shrimp catches, Govern
ment propose to review all its policies
including  chartering and joint ven
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(c) if not, to what factor Government
attribute the steady decline of the marine
catches for the third consecutive year;

(d) whether any Committee has since
been appointed to study the relief measures
for this industry employing lakhs of poor
people; and

(e) what other measureg are being

considered to help the fishing industry?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI G. S. DHILLON): (a) to (c) Marine
fish landings during the last six years are
indicated below:—

tures;

(in lakh Tomes)
Marine  Total
Year Fish  fish
Produc- Produc-
tion tion
1981-82 1445 2444
1982-83 1427 2367
1983-84 1519 25-06
1984-85 1698 2801
1985-86 1716 2876
1986-87(P) 17.13 2942

(P) -Provisional

Shrimp landings during the last six years
are also indicated below:—

(in Lakh tonne;)

Year Shrimp
Produc-
tion

1981 I 64

1982 210

1983 193

1984 203

1985 2-32

1986 2-15




